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Abstracts of the 1st Criminal Geography Conference of the 

Hungarian Assocation of Police Science  

 

Gábor Androvicz Ph.D student 

University of Public Service 

SERVICE PLACEMENT AND HOUSING CONDITIONS OF THE 

BUDAPEST POLICE STAFF FROM THE 1880S TO THE 1930S 

 

Roland Perényi's book dealing with the social history of crime in Budapest, published in 2012, 

can be considered the first modern processing of the history of crime in Hungary (Perényi 

2012). In a separate chapter, this book attempts to spatially localize crime in Budapest in the 

age of dualism, and to describe the work of the “monitoring, prevention, and discovery” police 

and the social map of the ever-expanding city. An important aspect in the analysis of 

contemporary criminal geographic conditions is the presence or absence of a police presence 

and the location of built institutions of law enforcement, captains and guard rooms in urban 

space. The starting point of the present study is that, in parallel with the geography of crime, in 

addition to the spatial analysis of crime, the subject of the study may also be the research of 

historical sources on the housing conditions of police buildings and police officers. An 

important point for the adequate living conditions of the Budapest police, as well as the 

retention power of the police, was housing, which could have a significant impact on the private 

living space and disciplinary conditions of the police staff, changes in police numbers and 

criminal investigation and prosecution. 

Keywords: police, law enforcement history, police housing project, police building estate 

 

Péter Felföldi Ph.D student, traffic engineer MSc, teacher 

University of Public Service 

CHANGES IN THE SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION OF BICYCLE 

ACCIDENTS IN DOWNTOWN BUDAPEST 

 

Several studies have already mentioned that geographic methods of crime are also suitable for 

the analysis of traffic accidents and crime. However, theoretical assumption was not followed 

by practical work, so like many theoretical research topics, it was stuck only at the level of 

theory. Present study examines the spatial location of bicycle traffic accidents in the capital and 
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on the Grand Boulevard. It tries to shed light on the laws that can help to find out the cause of 

bicycle traffic accidents and reduce the number of accidents in the area of competence of the 

Budapest Police Headquarters. 

Keywords: criminal geography, traffic, bicycle, traffic accident 

 

Szabolcs Mátyás Ph.D. police major, professor assistant 

University of Public Service 

ORGANISED CRIME AND CRIMINAL GEOGRAPHY 

 

Organized crime was already present in Hungary before the change of regime, but the turn of 

1989 gave impetus to domestic and international organized crime groups. It was then when 

borders were opened, and shortly before that, Hungarian citizens received a world passport with 

which they could travel freely around the world. The strong increase in organized crime was 

due to the lack of legislation in the vicinity of the regime change, the political and economic 

chaos caused by the transformation, the personal shortcomings of the police and the large 

number of foreigners flowing into the country. There are a number of difficulties in 

investigating organized crime using topographical methods. Related crime geographic sources 

usually state that it is not possible to geographically investigate the area, partly because the data 

is confidential and partly because there are few files related to organized crime. 

During the research launched by the Internal Security Fund (Belső Biztonsági Alap), 60 of the 

Hungarian organized crime files were made available to researchers, so it was possible to 

examine the structure, structure and geographical characteristics of organized crime from 

several aspects (including the geography of crime). In the course of the research, a number of 

scientific findings could be made, which can later be successfully adapted during practical 

law enforcement work. 

Keywords: organized crime, criminal geography, law enforcement, security 

 

Andra Pődör Ph.D. associate professor 

University of Óbudai Institute of Geoinformatics  

EXAMINATION OF FEAR OF CRIME IN SEVERAL SETTLEMENTS 

 

Fear of crime is a complex process, often not in line with crime itself. It is sometimes influenced 

by other environmental factors, thus creating fear in the population. In the present study, we 

examined fears of crime and their causes in seven different cities and municipalities. The 
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primary data collection was in the form of online questionnaires, which were then processed 

with various GIS software (ArcGIS, GeoDa). We then processed police statistics related to 

registered crimes committed. Finally, we compared questionnaires and police data using 

correlation studies. 

 

 

János Sallai police colonel, professor, head of department 

University of Public Service 

ABOUT THE FIRST HUNGARIAN CRIMINAL GEOGRAPHICAL 

WORK. BÉLA FÖLDES: STATISTICS OF CRIME 

 

More than hundred years ago, Béla Földes was published in 1889: “Statistics of Crime”. The 

collection of criminal statistics, has been published in the XVII. century, but the work made 

about it with scientific sophistication is connected to the name of Béla Földes, which I intend 

to present during the lecture, which is still untapped in the history of law enforcement. For a 

long time we thought that the idea and dissemination of criminal statistics was the privilege of 

the “West”, but after processing the work of Béla Földes, we now know that they have been 

dealing with the topic in Hungary for more than 130 years. The work of Béla Földes was made 

possible by the entry into force of the Criminal Code in 1881, which started the regular 

collection of criminal statistics in Hungary. One of the initiators and implementers of this 

process is Béla Földes (professor at the University of Budapest), whose statistical work spanned 

about seventy years, from the early years of dualism to the outbreak of World War II. Béla 

Földes' scientific activity covered almost all areas of statistics, including criminal statistics. He 

is the instigator of moral statistics in Hungary, within the framework of which he dealt with the 

issues of crime, prostitution, illegal births and alcoholism. As a result of the work of this 

researcher, one of his main works, “Crime Statistics,” was born in 1889, which can help to 

analyze the crime situation to this day. 

 

Keywords: law enforcement, criminal geography, history of law enforcement, Béla Földes    
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Miklós Tihanyi Ph.D. police major, professor assistant 

University Of Public Service 

FORMATION OF THE TERRITORIAL STRUCTURE  

OF PUBLIC ORDER BODIES 

 

After World War II, the country was in a bad situation. In this situation, the country's public 

security had to be restored. After the transition period, the different structure of metropolitan 

and rural police has become permanent. The organizational structure in which the criminal and 

public security organs operated in isolation was also established. All of these organizational 

solutions were a barrier to successful policing. The “area management system” developed to 

remedy the problems and replace the rural form of service provision (“portya”) has partially 

lived up to its promise. Hoping for further results, in 1953, following the example of Soviet 

militias, the construction of a “quasi-local police” system began. In February 1954, local police 

were introduced on a pilot basis in two areas of the country. The new form of service was 

expected to bridge the gap between criminal and public security policing, to establish better 

relations with the population, to better organize the work of auxiliary police and to strengthen 

public security. Of course, the implementation of reforms was not smooth. It was a challenge 

to designate areas, select the right stock, and provide resources. Nevertheless, the district trustee 

form was consolidated in the following years. After a resumption following the events of 1956, 

it has become an integral part of public security policing and is still one of its strongest pillars 

to this day. 

Keywords: public security, law enforcement, crime, criminal geography  

 

 

Mészáros Edina Lilla PhD. assistant Professor  

University of Oradea 

THE EU’S CONDITIONALITY PRINCIPLE AND THE IMPORTANCE OF 

ENHANCING CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 

ORGANIZED CRIME AT THE EU’S EASTERN BORDER 

 

The successive enlargements from 2004 and 2007 of the EU had extended its borders, leading 

not simply to the creation of a new and longer Eastern borders, but also to a new border regime 

in the form of the European Neighbourhood Policy. All these geopolitical transformations from 

the last two decades set an Eastern frontier for the EU and with this Eastern frontier the 

Community got closer to the so called risky, troubled areas, reaching the “Wild East.” In the 

Western eyes the former communist/Soviet space is being perceived as a region generator of 
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threats and challenges of instability, such as: illegal migration, organized crime, ideological 

radicalism, religious violence, human-, arms- and weapons trafficking, public health concerns, 

frozen conflicts, cyber crime, territorial disputes etc. With the enlargements the EU became a 

close neighbour of criminal groups, gangs originating from the “Wild East”, which by 

undertaking criminal activities have became a serious threat and risk to the European welfare 

state system, leading to a heavy securitization of EU external borders. In order to tackle the 

various forms of organised crime, heavy securitization measures are not enough, and proactive 

cross-border cooperation is needed with the countries from the close vicinity. Thus, in the 

current research we target to evaluate the efficiency of cross-border cooperation in the fight 

against organised crime between the EU and the EaP countries. We propose a dual approach, 

as within these lines not just the performance and level of commitment of the EaP countries in 

the fight against organised crime shall be measured through the inspection of their Association 

and Implementation respectively Progress Reports, but also the efficiency of EU initiatives in 

relation with the EaP countries in the field, like its civilian missions launched under the aegis 

of CSDP, such as EUBAM and EUAM and other Community projects like the EU Action 

against Drugs and Organised Crime (EU-ACT) and the Eastern Partnership Police Cooperation 

Programme.  

 

Keywords: EUBAM, EUAM, EU Action against Drugs and Organised Crime (EU-ACT), 

police cooperation, cross-border crime 

 

 

Zsuzsa Piskóti-Kovács Ph.D. research associate 

Eszterházy Károly University 

 

Milán Kovács group-leading prosecutor 

District Prosecution Office Eger  

NEW METHOD TO MEASURE CRIME: SHIFTING THE FOCUS  

FROM SIMPLE COUNTING TO WEIGHTING 

 

To evaluate the public safety of a certain spatial area, indicators of criminal situation and the 

investigation performance indicators are applied, which provide information about the work of 

the law enforcement authorities. The criminal situation is described by the number of known 

crimes, number of high-profile crimes, known crimes committed in public space and crime rate 

per 100 000 residents. However, it leads to several research questions: do the amount of crimes 

reflect properly the public safety? Does the current crime statistics provide an appropriate basis 

for the police for decision-making? Do all types of offences have the same effect on society?  



Criminal Geographical Journal                             February 2021                                                                                                        

 
54 

The Article focuses on a new trend of assessing criminality: it demonstrates the concept of 

crime harm indexes. In addition, it provides an overview about the existing ones. The Article 

could be interpreted as the first steps in the creation of Hungarian Crime Harm Index (HU-

CHI).  

Keywords: crime harm index, crime statistics, HU-CHI, methodology 

 

 

András László Szabó Ph.D student 

University of Public Service 

THE METHOD OF RESEARCHING CRIMINAL GEOGRAPHY IS THE 

TRANSPORTATION OF ILLEGAL PEOPLE (HUMAN TRAFFIC) 

 

Migration has two faces, immigration and emigration, which can be extended to the feature of 

‘migration’, ie transit migration, which is essentially linked to organized crime and illegal, 

irregular activity. In Hungary, mass immigration has been a central issue since 2015, placing a 

heavy burden on public service organizations, such as the administration, law enforcement 

organizations and the army, especially with the southern border patrolling along the temporary 

security border. It is therefore important for the police and national security to reduce the 

burden, to identify the geographical areas and areas where illegal migration is typically directed, 

and to identify possible future areas and directions as well as methods. Refugees and migrants 

arriving in Europe will then enter the European Union's Schengen area, ie crossing the EU's 

borders, often not on the legal route, but without the knowledge of the authorities, bypassing 

them. The traditional dichotomous division, i.e., the twin of illegal and irregular migration, the 

scientific community pairs human trafficking with illegal, while human smuggling with 

irregular, or, as in the Western scientific literature, human trafficking. In my study, I first clarify 

these concepts, after defining migration, then I define the direction of criminal geography used 

in writing, and then I list the categories of Hungarian criminal law. The main direction of the 

study is to identify the phenomenon of human trafficking with the scientific research tools of 

criminal geography and to predict the trends. At the end of the study, I present one predictive 

method based on computer data and artificial intelligence that predicts the future. 

Keywords: criminal geography, human traffic, crime, migration 
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Dávid Papp police major, master instructor 

             University of Public Service 

GEOGRAPHICAL FACTORS IN SERVICE PLANNING 

AND ORGANIZATION 

There is no doubt that public safety (either objective or subjective) adapted to the 

structure of the police (local, regional, national level) is affected by the factors of social 

geography. The existence of an impact on public safety is independent of the point of 

view from which we examine the issue (population geography, settlement geography, 

economic geography). The perspective may affect the extent of the impact on public 

safety in different geographical areas. In order to ensure the effective, service-oriented 

operation of the police it is essential to take these factors into account and to keep them 

evident in the planning and organization of the service and, of course, in the 

accompanying analytical and evaluation activities that precede and accompany these 

activities. This finding is to some extent true for all branches of the police service 

however, it is of the utmost importance in connection with the public area service 

(patrol and guard service, neighborhood police officers’ service), which mainly affects 

the public order service branch. In order to maintain and improve public safety, the 

circumstances that affect it must be known and changed and as such, the range of 

socio-geographical factors also needs to be prioritized, because their consideration 

contributes greatly to the effective planning and organization of the service. Thus, from 

the point of view of police service, guaranteeing public safety, it is by no means 

negligible that a police force is located in a border area or depth area, it mainly 

encompasses a metropolitan environment or a farm world, what is the size of the 

population in its area of competence, what is its composition. what is the built 

environment of the settlements, what is characteristic of the economics of the area. 

Keywords: service planning, service organization, geographical factors 

 

 

Máté Sivadó Ph.D. police major professor assistant 

University of Public Service 

THE BASIC PATTERNS OF DRUG USE ARE IN SOME PARTS OF 

THE WORLD AND THE POSSIBLE CAUSES OF DIFFERENCES 

 

The drug problem is an international phenomenon. There is no continent or country that is not 

affected. However, there are differences. The drug situation in Europe is different from that in 

the US. From the USA to South America. The reasons for the differences include geographical, 
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sociological, economic and other reasons. There is an economic reason, for example, why new 

types of drugs are a major concern in Central and Eastern Europe. It is clear that in Western 

Europe, the lower sections of society also have access to classical drugs. Nor is it a coincidence 

that the drug war, fought by military means and claiming tens of thousands of casualties, is 

taking place in Mexico. On the one hand, they are close to the states of South America, where 

good quality, cheap cocaine can be obtained with minimal risk of falling. On the other hand, 

there is the United States next door, the world’s largest drug market, which allows for an 

extraordinary amount of extra profit. In the U.S., global global companies are barely restricted 

by the state. This has allowed large pharmaceutical companies to cause a public health 

emergency. By promoting and disseminating opium-containing painkillers in large quantities. 

Advertisements have tried to falsely trivialize the significant, addictive potential of drugs. By 

directly contributing to this, approx. For the overdose deaths of 50,000 people. Behind drug 

problems, we always find there the individual’s desire to get into another world quickly, and 

the often greed incompatible with the greed of the traffickers who supply them. 

 

 

Attila Suhajda Ph.D. student  

University of Public Service 

SECURITY MATRIX IN AN ACTUAL STATE 

 

This paper examines the condition of Austria with the application of the method of security 

matrix. With this method, the writer will make a comparison between the security conditions 

before the COVID-19 pandemic and the conditions after the pandemic. First, the writer will 

introduce the method, then in the second part of this paper, the writer will seek responses for 

the possible problematic impacts the COVID-19 pandemic can have on the Austrian security 

conditions, relying on open data and information. Moreover, the writer will deal with the 

question of what kind of impact does the two time period have on the condition of criminal 

geography.  

Keywords: Austria, security conditions, descriptive matrix, analysis, COVID-19 pandemic, 

criminal geography 
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Length of paper: max. 40 000 characters with spaces 

CGR is an English-language journal. Either US or British/Commonwealth English usage is 

appropriate for manuscripts, but not a mixture of these. 

  

Word processing formats: MS Word (docx, doc) 

Page layout size: A4 
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Peer review  

The CGR operates a single blind review process. All contributions will be initially assessed 

by the editor for suitability for the journal. Papers deemed suitable are then typically sent to a 

minimum of two independent expert reviewers to assess the scientific quality of the paper. 
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author. Provide the e-mail address, work of place and academic or scientific title. 
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Tom Taylor Ph.D. assistant professor 
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We do not accept papers with poor English! 
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