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THE BASIC PATTERNS OF DRUG USE ARE IN SOME PARTS OF 

THE WORLD AND THE POSSIBLE CAUSES OF DIFFERENCES 

 

Abstract 

Drug problem is an international phenomenon. There is no continent or country that is not 

affected. However, there are differences. The drug situation in Europe is different from that in 

the US. from the USA to South America. The reasons for the differences include geographical, 

sociological, economical and other reasons. There is an economic reason, for example, why 

new types of drugs are a major concern in Central and Eastern Europe (Cvorovic – Vári, 2019). 

It is clear that in Western Europe, the lower sections of society also have access to classical 

drugs. Nor is it a coincidence that the drug war, fought by military means and claiming tens of 

thousands of casualties, is taking place in Mexico. On the one hand, they are close to the states 

of South America, where good quality, cheap cocaine can be obtained with minimal risk of 

falling. On the other hand, there is the United States next door, the world’s largest drug market, 

which allows for an extraordinary amount of extra profit. In the U.S., global companies are 

barely restricted by the state. This has allowed large pharmaceutical companies to cause a public 

health emergency. By promoting and disseminating opium-containing painkillers in large 

quantities. Advertisements have tried to falsely trivialize the significant, addictive potential of 

drugs. By directly contributing to this, approx. for the overdose deaths of 50,000 people. Behind 

drug problems, we always find there the individual’s desire to get into another world quickly, 

and the often greed incompatible with the greed of the traffickers who supply them. 
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1. Problem raising 

Examining differences is particularly interesting to me because it is clear that trends in global 

space tend to spread unstoppably and homogenize cultures. This is evident in the Western 

world's various phenomena, such as fashion, movies, internet, smartphone, Facebook and 

Twitter. It is interesting to examine this concerning drugs. This is because there are significant 
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differences like drug problems in different parts of the world, even though the same drugs are 

usually available in different parts of the world. What is the reason for the differences? I am 

looking for an answer to this in connection with each phenomenon. 

 

2. New types of drugs in Hungary 

Between 2010-2015 the new types of drugs (new psychoactive substances NPS) caused the 

biggest problem in Hungary. More than half of the illegal drugs seized were new types of drugs 

(BSZKI 2015.). This trend was reversed in 2015, and the relative proportion of seized drugs 

began to resemble those of the 2000’s, indicating the dominance of marijuana and the growing 

presence of classic drugs (Mátyás et al. 2020, Mátyás 2020). We have concluded that today 

only the poorest and the most seriously addicted are consuming new drugs. Initially, the mass 

consumption of new drugs was observed in Budapest's segregates, but this slowly spread to the 

most deprived areas of the country. In these areas, research has measured 50% participation 

among the 10–15-year-old population (Szécsi-Sik 2016.). Knowing the statistical data, we can 

state that the previously sharp regional differences in drug use have now disappeared in 

Hungary. In certain drugs (e.g. marijuana), the former strong male dominance also decreased 

strongly (Tihanyi et al. 2020). 

The interesting question from a geographical point of view is why new types of drugs are a 

problem in Central and Eastern Europe. The question can also be asked that although these 

agents appeared in Western Europe, they did not gain ground. Not so in Romania, Bulgaria, 

and Hungary. Financial reasons mainly explain this. The price of a gram of marijuana or speed, 

a piece of ecstasy pill has been around ten euros since 2009 (European Drugs Report, 2019). 

This amount is affordable for even the poorest in Western Europe, even the homeless. It is no 

coincidence that even within Eastern Europe, the users are the inhabitants of poor (mainly 

Roma) settlements, segregates, marginalized settlements, who are characterized by deep 

poverty, state transfers, under-education, and poor physical and mental health. Drug use for 

them is not about seeking pleasure, only about escaping.8 This is called intoxication. New 

psychoactive substances further complicate the life prospects of these already difficult people. 

 

3. Cocaine explosion in Western Europe 

In 2017, four million Europeans consumed cocaine, a new record, but experts say it is still far 

from peaking. Sewage analysis is used to search for drug residues. This shows that, for example, 

                                                           
8 People living in deep poverty live in large numbers in Hungary due to lack of cities and precarious attractions 

rural areas, most of which are located in border regions (Bujdosó 2004).  
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Berliners or Dortmunds used exactly twice as much cocaine on an average weekend in 2018 as 

in 2014. In Hamburg, six tonnes of cocaine were found in one seizure. Six to six million 

containers arrive at the city’s port each year. Authorities do not find ninety-five percent of 

drugs. The cocaine market has a turnover of € 300 billion a year in the UK, the purity of the 

substance on the market has improved by 28 percent, and the price has fallen by 5 percent, 

making it more affordable. In the UK, cocaine use has doubled in 5 years, with fifty thousand 

couriers employed by the business. The cocaine problem's exacerbation may be because the 

amount of cocaine produced in Colombia quadrupled to 900 tonnes between 2012 and 2017 

(Szente et al. 2019.) On the other hand, society is based on success, self-optimization and 

selfishness. Simultaneously, its impact on the consumer does not seem so devastating, even 

though only Berlin dies in it every year. In Hungary, drug-related assets account for an 

increasing share of the Asset Recovery Authority's activities, which suggests that drug dealers 

handle a huge amount of cash (Nagy-Vári 2020). 

 

 

Figure 1: Changes in the cocaine content of wastewater from some large  

European cities between 2011-18. 

Source: European Drugs Report 2018. 
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Figure 2: Incidence of cocaine use among young adults (15–34) in the UK,  

the Netherlands, France and Spain 

Source: European Drugs Report 2018 

 

4. Marijuana legalization in the US 

In the United States, it is a criminal offense under federal law to use, sell and possess cannabis. 

In contrast, most member states have decriminalized the use of cannabis for leisure or medical 

purposes due to a referendum. Legal conflicts are difficult to resolve, as federal regulation is 

considered to be higher than national law. On the other hand, the legalization of member states 

is based on a referendum, which means a stronger democratic mandate than a federal law passed 

by the institutions of representative democracy. 

As a result of the regulation, huge production, storage and transportation capacities have 

developed to serve American consumers. Most of the most promising startups were interested 

in the marijuana business. The process has now led to the phenomenon of overproduction. 

Today, there is an illegal market for marijuana produced legally but extends beyond the U.S. 

drug market's authorized quota (Word Drug Report 2019). 

Why did this situation occur in the US? The United States has the largest solvent consumer 

population in the world, for almost all drugs. Thus, after the weakening of drug cartels in 

Colombia, one of the main hubs of the drug trade emerged in Mexico, precisely because of the 

common border with the United States. On the other hand, the federal-state system is special. 

However, this is not even so far from the domestic situation. The law of the Union is also higher 

than the Hungarian (Member State) regulation. A Hungarian judge must not apply domestic 

law that is contrary to EU regulations. 
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4.1. Opioid problem in the US 

As can be seen from the figures, one of the biggest public health problems in the U.S. today is 

caused by prescription opioid painkillers, in addition to the Covid-19 epidemic. These drugs 

currently cause 61% of drug overdoses. Millions of Americans suffer from pain and doctors 

often prescribe opioids to treat their condition. However, the dangers of prescription drug abuse, 

opioid use disorders, and overdose are a growing problem in the United States. 

Since the 1990s, when the number of opioids prescribed to patients began to increase, the 

overdose of prescription opioids and associated mortality have also increased. However, the 

number of citizens suffering from pain has not decreased in parallel. 

Between 1999 and 2017, nearly 218,000 people died in the United States from prescription 

opioid overdoses. Overdose deaths with prescription opioids were five times higher in 2017 

than in 1999 (Wonder 2016). 

 

 

Figure 3: Total drug overdoses in the US 

Source: European Drugs Report 2018 
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Figure 4: All opioid-related drug overdoses in the US by gender 

Source: http://wonder.cdc.gov. 

 

In August 2017, President Donald Trump officially announced that he would classify the 

worsening epidemic of opioid overdose in the United States as a national emergency 

(Goodnough 2017). The main concern is with fentanyl-containing painkillers. Fentanyl is a 

synthetic opioid that is fifty times more potent than its related heroin. 

A decade ago, NGO’s monitoring American hospitals expressed concern that doctors don’t care 

enough about treating patients’ pain. Health has been thought to remedy this problem with more 

frequent use of painkillers, and since ibuprofen, which is still widely used today, was not very 

popular in the early 2000s, opioids were chosen. 

Patients discharged from hospitals should complete a satisfaction questionnaire that asks if their 

pain has been treated appropriately. Because patient satisfaction contributes to hospital funding, 

it also provides an incentive for physicians to prescribe painkillers. This is problematic simply 

because the feeling of pain is subjective, so it isn't easy to measure. Later, in vain, one study 

showed no link between satisfaction and prescribed painkillers; another said that 71 percent of 

doctors still prescribe the drug because of administrative pressure. 

Of course, pharmaceutical companies have also added their own: they have supported demand 

with a huge marketing campaign, often misleading. Purdue Pharma also paid a 600 million $ 

fine in 2007 after it was revealed that studies had been flagged to prove the safety of opioids 

written by scientists they funded. 

The use of legal opioids also jumped nicely: it tripled in the 1990s, while four times as many 

overdose deaths were recorded. And Americans, who make up just five percent of the world’s 

population, are responsible for eighty percent of global legal opioid use. Pain relief is, of course, 

an important goal, and opioid use can be legitimate, but primarily in more severe acute cases 
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(or end-stage patients) rather than long-term treatment of chronic pain or minor situations such 

as a tooth extraction. Moreover, there is no conclusive evidence that opioids are effective at all 

against chronic pain. However, it has been shown to pose serious risks. 

On the one hand, they stimulate dopamine production, which causes euphoria, making them 

highly addictive. On the other hand, they cause respiratory depression, and in the event of an 

overdose, they may stop breathing completely. However, it is relatively easy to overdose them 

accidentally. 

The most commonly prescribed opioid-containing painkillers are Vicodin and Oxycontin. The 

addictive effects of Vicodin are well known from the series Dokor House (House M.D.), 

something these agents were also involved in Prince’s 2014 death (Faust 2016.). 

Besides the illegal use of fentanyl is a huge problem. Most fentanyl laboratories operate in 

China. Why did this opioid crisis erupt in the US? In the U.S., giants' power (Google, Facebook, 

Amazon, etc.…) seems to be at least equal to that of federal and state governments. Presumably, 

this is necessary to continue for many years a business model that has caused the overdose 

deaths of hundreds of thousands of Americans, with impunity to the end. 
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