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Abstract 

The study aims to analyse the criminological profile of the smallest elements of the Hungarian 

settlement network. The criminological characteristics of the settlements correlate with 

geographic characteristics, location in the spatial structure, inherited economic drawbacks, 

distribution of income, migration and many other social and economic features. According to 

our hypothesis the above mentioned effects have an even stronger impact due to the weakness 

of their external connections. The research revealed that in general, small villages show a better 

but distinct criminological structure, compared to towns and cities. Besides it is also remarkable 

that the rate of known offenders is the highest in case of the smallest settlements. This confirms 

the hypothesis that the peripheral location and the cumulative disadvantages of small villages 

intensify the reproduction process of crime (mostly violent ones) but the offenders tend to 

choose bigger settlements to commit their crimes.  

 

Keywords: geography of crime, small villages, violent crimes, reproduction of crimes, crime 

related factors, Hungarian settlements 

 

1. Introduction 

Small villages, the smallest population entities of the Hungarian settlement network that 

nevertheless increase in their numbers have been quite thoroughly studied by geography in the 

past decades. This is not without reason, because settlements with less than 500 inhabitants 

make up more than one third of all Hungarian settlements, and have accumulated and re-

produced many social, economic and infrastructural drawbacks during their history. Mostly due 

to these drawbacks and the unique spatial situation of small settlements, their criminological 
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profile, too, is quite special. This appears most spectacularly in how the qualitative and 

quantitative parameters of their crime indices differ from both the national average and the 

values of larger settlements. 

Criminological motifs, entwined with a range of various deprivations, allow for the formation 

of reproduction cycles referred to by sociology (Giddens, 2003), psychology (György, 1967) 

and criminology (Adler et al., 2005, Gönczöl, 2012). During this, social and economic 

drawbacks evolve into criminogenous factors which survive as a heritage from one generation 

to the other, meaning that crime or certain types of crime can reproduce themselves. All this 

finally leads to a situation in which small villages (more precisely: regions with small villages) 

enter into a downward spiral breaking out from which becomes increasingly difficult. 

The purpose of the present study is to investigate and present about the criminological status of 

small villages and how crime is reproduced in this unique social setting. 

 

2. Theoretical background 

The social environment with the social processes that are taking place in it – including crime – 

are fundamentally determined by the matrix of the actual physical parameters within which the 

community exists (e.g. natural environment, size of the settlement, level and nature of economic 

activity, infrastructural background and social institutions), as well as the evolutionary process, 

which is referred to as history. As a result, significantly different social environments can be 

found in urban and rural areas. Amongst the principal differences we can mention the dense 

population of cities, which also led to the accumulation of wealth/property; the city residents 

engage in a more individualistic lifestyle, while maintaining complex and extensive 

relationships outside of their local environment. 

Consequently, crime is expected to show different characteristics at different locations, 

according to the factors influencing its formation, extent, structure and further specifications. 

The urban lifestyle, the crowded living spaces, the constant stress, the lack of strong 

communities coupled with the weakness of interpersonal relationships and the ignorant attitude 

towards the problem of others are all affecting the members of the urbanized society. This mass 

of humans includes and accepts a variety of personality types; hence a wide range of deviances 

and crimes are being tolerated, not noticed or simply ignored by the people (Wirth, 1938; 

Pacione 2009; Haggett 2006). This behaviour would be unimaginable in a smaller, rural and 

often strictly conservative community. On the other hand, there are characteristic types of 

crimes in these localities, as the specific scenarios leading to them are more likely to occur (e.g. 

Donnermeyer, 2015; Scott and Hogg, 2015; Gönczöl, 2010; Reid and Pell 2015). Therefore, 
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crime altogether tends to concentrate in the urban areas (Glaeser and Sacerdote, 1996; Adler et 

al. 2004), but according to our hypothesis significant differences can be revealed in its 

characteristics depending on the functional type and the size of settlements. 

 

In relation to crime, it is also important to note that over the last decades the economic 

inequalities have also increased in the European Union – especially in the eastern member states 

(Smith and Tímár, 2010). This strengthening social polarization appears with a varying degree 

across the member states, regions of a given state or even inside a specific city (Inequality in 

Europe, 2018; Lang, 2015). Simultaneously the internal migration processes are also 

intensifying, as a response to the spatial distribution of these inequalities (Pingzhong, 2008; 

Spéder, 2002; Kulcsár et al, 2011). Such changes of the social environment have a notable 

impact on the spatial pattern of crime. An ever-growing number of residents from the small 

villages are moving to closer or even more distant cities, which triggers an increase in the crime 

rate in urban areas and in the meantime leads to further distortion of the societies and criminal 

structure in rural regions. 

 

As crime – or the “lack” of it – can be a significant aspect on our everyday life, human 

geographers (Evans, D., and Herbert, D. 1989) started to deal with the mapping of crime 

statistics on national and regional levels, but recently many of the studies focused on urban 

centres (Herbert, D. 1982) of the developed world. Little attention was paid to smaller 

communities (Denys, 2016, Donnermeyer, 2015); therefore our aim is to reveal the unique 

criminological features of small villages and their role in the reproduction of crime. 

 

3. Methodology 

The primary methodological dimension of our research was secondary data processing and a 

comparison of databases6. Crime data of the total Hungarian pool of settlements between 2009 

and 2012 were compared in the case of three groups of settlements separated based on their 

population sizes.7 The three groups were (i) small villages with 500 inhabitants or less, (ii) small 

towns with 5,000-25,000 inhabitants, and (iii) larger towns and cities with 100,000 inhabitants 

                                                           
6 The basic crime data was provided by the National Institute of Criminology for the period between 2009 and 

2012. This period was selected in order to match as much as possible in timing the latest national census, the other 

most important database for our research. 
7 Categorisation was done based on data of the 2011 Hungarian census.  
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or more.8 The most important point in selecting these groups was to obtain markedly different 

categories so that differences in criminological tendencies can be clearly pointed out. 

Statistical distortion resulting from small sample sizes was found to be a fundamental 

methodological difficulty. Such distortions can be encountered virtually any time when data of 

small settlements are studied, including criminal statistics. Strikingly high crime data can easily 

occur among the years, which are usually caused by cumulative offence.9 Another typical 

situation is when the number of crime cases is low, which in several delict types, can impede 

or even prevent the researchers from making settlement-level statistical studies and the analyses 

of trends. In order to avoid these difficulties, our analyses normally focus on major groups of 

crime instead of particular crime types.10 

 

4. General problems of small villages 

Small villages are highly typical characters of the East-Central European region, and are thus 

quite general in Hungary, too. Their formation was influenced primarily by physical geographic 

features (rugged terrain, valleys, ridges and poor soil quality), and then, unlike other rural 

settlements, their development came to a halt, mostly due to their low population carrying 

capacity. While others could continue to grow, develop higher concentrations of population, or 

even undergo urbanisation during the capitalist transformation, small villages mostly retained 

their size and were losing on their relative position. The socialist forced planning system did 

not favour small villages, but instead it preferred towns from ideological, economic and size-

effectiveness aspects, thus the resources granted for small village development were always 

scarce. Between 1870 and 1990 Hungarian towns grew to an average of 3.5 times their former 

size, while villages increased by only 30% in this respect, and villages with less than 1,000 

inhabitants lost 25% of their population, the share of this settlement category in the total 

population dropping from 21% to 7% (Tóth, 1996). Due to the ageing of their population and 

                                                           
8 Nevertheless, it has to be noted that the lack of town legal status was not considered to be an excluding factor 

regarding entities grouped with the small town category, meaning that villages with town-like characters, too, with 

more than 5,000 inhabitants, were included in the sample. On the other hand, the data of Budapest were not 

included in the group of large towns, because the capital, due to its exceptional size, would have substantially 

distorted the data of typical large towns and cities around the country. 
9 These are offences that can be committed in a single act. Such are typically serial fraud, misuse of personal data 

or public information, copyright violations and related offences. 

 

 

 
10 The expression 'crime type' means certain states of affairs (e.g. theft, truculence, homicide, battery, etc.), whereas 

major groups of crime are joint categories (e.g. crime against the person, against law and order, against property, 

etc.). 
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permanent emigration, serious problems emerged in Hungary as early as in the 1970s, and dwarf 

villages appeared: in 1980 there were already 27 settlements in Hungary whose population size 

was below 100, and in 1990 three villages were recorded with less than 20 inhabitants. This 

process of dwarf village formation is known among Hungarian specialists as the 'Gyűrűfű-

syndrome'11. According to data from the 2011 census, population size was below 500 in 1,126 

settlements (this figure meaning 36% of all Hungarian settlements), and there were 402 

settlements (13% of Hungarian settlements) in which the size of the population did not reach a 

mere 200. The term 'small village', denoting a typical settlement type in Baranya, Borsod-

Abaúj-Zemplén, Somogy, Vas and Zala counties, was gradually becoming a synonym for 

backwardness, lagging, exclusion and untreatable problems (Fig. 1). 

 

Figure 1: The spatial distribution and demographic characteristics of  

small villages in Hungary 

Source: Edited by the authors on the basis of the data sets of Hungarian Population Census 2011 and  

the National Employment Service 2014 

                                                           
11 Gyűrűfű, a village in Baranya County had 317 inhabitants in 1830, 261 in 1938, 193 in 1960, and at the time of 

the January 1970 census altogether 37 were counted. The last resident deserted the village on 25th November 1970. 

The same phenomenon was observed in many other parts of the country, and was later named after Gyűrűfű, the 

first depopulated village. 
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Several authors working in various segments of social sciences (e.g. Rudolf Andorka, Péter 

Bajmócy, András Balogh, Pál Beluszky, Ferenc Bódi, Antal Bőhm, Bálint Csatári, György 

Enyedi, Katalin Forray R., Éva G. Fekete, Klára Józsa, László Laki, Tamás Sikos T.) have 

discussed about the problems of small villages, applying quite different approaches, which is 

not surprising with a view to the fact that this settlement type is very common in Hungary, and 

has quite special types of difficulties. Studies of crime with regard to settlement types are much 

rarer, but small villages do have criminal geographic studies appearing in Hungarian geographic 

literature (Balogh, 2008). There are many common points regarding the problems of small 

villages and their regions in the works by various authors, thus in the present paper we undertake 

to collect those dominant factors which are more or less related with crime, its characteristics 

and its reproduction. It is not easy to look at these factors in separation, since there are quite a 

few feedback mechanisms and substantial mutual interdependence acting between them, but 

for the sake of clarity it seems more reasonable to discuss them separately, one after the other. 

Demographic relations in general are most easily described as 'strongly declining', but it is quite 

natural that such a huge group of settlements cannot be completely homogeneous in this respect 

either (Bajmócy et al., 2002; Trócsányi et al., 2012; Balogh, 2014). During the recent decades 

the number of small settlements has increased steadily, at a varying pace, while their population 

sizes have decreased, meaning that there are less and less people living in an average Hungarian 

small village. This large group of settlements can be divided into two major types:  one is the 

typical ageing, depopulating small village, and the other is the one with increasing population, 

attracting the lagging parts of the society (Kulcsár et al., 2011), undergoing ghettoisation 

(Ladányi et al., 2009; Taylor et al., 2018). Decreasing and ageing populations or ones that grow 

but have to fight multiple social and economic drawbacks highly diminish the chances of these 

small villages to reach a breakthrough and start an upswing. It is quite typical that due to 

migrational turbulence, the settlements lose the most highly educated part of their population 

who can approach and even reach a breakthrough and who are most capable of internalising 

norms. Thus, less alternative possibilities remain for forwarding the prevailing norms, and a 

highly special condensing community is created from people who do stay. Those who stay 

normally lose all their hopes, with nothing more left for them than the chance to live from one 

day to the other. The original population remaining in the village is many times joined by 

impoverishing people who cannot continue their more costly way of life elsewhere, and are 

forced to leave the larger, more centrally located settlements. This process is often supported 

by local politics in towns which tend to choose this way to get rid of a population that generate 
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minimal income but imply substantial costs. The chances of conflicts arising between groups 

with different socialisation backgrounds and with multiple drawbacks can be more frequent. 

Size-effectiveness issues, too pervade the lowermost level of settlement network (Bódi, 1999; 

G. Fekete, 2010; Pirisi, 2014). For a number of institutions and services, population size in the 

case of small villages is simply too small, and the combined supply to a number of settlements 

together is problematic due to their dispersed location and transportation handicap. The 

effectiveness of supply to these villages is so low that not only profit-oriented services are 

difficult to access but public services too; the barriers to accessing these are sometimes really 

hard to overcome. A further impeding factor is the scarcity of effective demand. In a situation 

when even the basic supply of the citizens is incomplete, it is not realistic to talk about the free 

choice between services or about equal rights, although education and health services have 

outstanding role in forming social relations or improving them. 

The low levels of education are among the most important components responsible for the 

reproduction of drawbacks, since school education is one of the most significant institutions 

serving social integration, if not the most significant one of all. In some of the small villages 

the low levels result from the age structure with many elderly people, but in many cases there 

are settlements with young age structures with low levels of education (Trócsányi et al., 2002). 

This situation is partly due to access problems to the institutional system, the narrow supply, 

and the rigid educational ideologies. On the other hand, the reasons for schools not being able 

to fulfil their roles of norm-giving and educating include the non-conventional12 value systems 

– which are many times evoked by poverty (Gans, 1992) – often observed in local communities 

(families in the first place). These value systems differ from what is presented in the school, 

and cause the partial rejection of the conventional norms. The pressure on students to comply 

with school expectations, and the related problems can generate tension in them. Values that 

are brought from home often confront with school norms, this situation forcing the youngsters 

to choose, who tend to consider the values represented by their family to be relevant. On the 

other hand, by rejecting to meet school expectations, they make the easier choice, thus avoiding 

the experience of failure. In many cases it is the families appearing to be normal or average that 

cannot socialize their children in the right directions, with a result that the first conflicts emerge 

inside the family: the youngsters slowly becoming antisocial will be confronted with not only 

the school, but the family in the first place, which is their primary socialisation environment 

                                                           
12 The non-conventional value system is considered to be including the more frequent occurrence of deviances 

(e.g. alcoholism, use of drugs), the lower level of self-control, the higher acceptance and legitimacy of violent 

behavioural elements, the lower prestige of knowledge as opposed to physical strength, etc. 
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(György, 1967). This eventually can lead to a substantial rejection of generally accepted social 

norms, and this system of rules will no longer be able to encourage the young people to follow 

the laws (Gönczöl, 1987). The situation is somewhat different in cases where education is 

highly segregated, mostly on ethnic and social basis. In such an institutional structure, school 

will not play an effective norm-giving role for these handicapped youngsters who do not 

experience the norms of the majority society during their primary socialisation. This roots in 

the fact that these children, arriving from similar social, economic and cultural environments, 

will not meet the values of the middle class, and through their own coevals will meet a different 

value system from that of the majority society (Csanádi et al., 1978; Gerő et al., 1996). The 

same segregated environment can easily lead to the formation of antisocially behaving groups 

of coevals (gangs, bands). 

Unemployment and the lack of capital are perhaps the most typical two economic problems in 

these settlements. Most certainly, this is closely related with social and infrastructural relations, 

and contributes strongly to the preservation of the backward situation and the negative 

migration trend of the educated part of the society, which together further intensify the lag 

(Balogh, 2007; Balogh, 2014; Tésits et al., 2013). 

As a combined effect of all the above factors, deep poverty and extremely low incomes are 

present in the majority of the small villages with a much higher occurrence rate than either the 

national or the countryside average (Andorka, 1996; G. Fekete, 1997; Laki, 1997). There is an 

extremely wide gap between the limited financial resources and the satisfaction of true or 

imaginary needs and the finances available for these. This tension can be resolved sometimes 

by keeping the needs at a low level, or sometimes by finding illegal ways of satisfying the 

needs. However, having to survive from one day to the other and feeling total insecurity narrow 

down the possibilities of target-oriented thinking and planning for the future, in both cases. 

Tension that persists for longer durations can increase the chances of new conflicts emerging 

and escalating, and the occurrence frequency of deviances (other than crime). 

Developing deviances other than crime is a typical alternative escape route from the problems 

of everyday life. These include alcoholism, the use of drugs or even suicide, all of which occur 

more frequently in our smallest settlements than in ones with larger population (Andorka, 

1996). Many times these self-destructive forms of deviance can be considered to be violence-

venting behaviour types similar to violent crime. 

From the small-scale economic sector operating with low effectiveness, from modest incomes, 

seclusion and size-effectiveness problems it follows that the infrastructural system is poorly 

established, undeveloped and incomplete, be it public utilities, transportation or human 



Criminal Geographical Journal                             February 2020                                                                                                        

 
69 

infrastructure. This, of course, further reduces the chances of social integration and of catching 

up, connecting to economic circulation (G. Fekete, 1997). 

The underdeveloped status or complete absence of the civil sphere, a typical feature of small 

villages, also needs to be mentioned. Among the reasons the unfavourable income situation can 

be noted along with the phenomenon that low numbers of inhabitants are normally not 

accompanied by a sufficiently differentiated society which would be required for a more active 

civil life (Pirisi et al., 2014). People with various fields of interest normally do not reach a 

critical mass on which civil activities, associations could be based. The fact that civil activities 

are not established, along with the lack of diverse leisure time activities for the society, can be 

critical from the aspect of crime prevention: civil guards / village guards or militia are 

fundamental types of civil activity in larger villages. 

The phenomena of seclusion and confinement13 appear in the case of many small settlements, 

adding extra burden to all the other types of social, economic and infrastructural handicap, 

whilst the majority of small villages are located in peripheral areas. These areas then turn to 

special spaces of ghettoisation, typical for East-Central European circumstances. Their function 

is the same as that of city slums in North America and Western-Europe, i.e. through lower costs 

of living they concentrate the disadvantaged part of the population, but in peripheral locations 

(Ladányi et al., 2005). Thus, the phenomenon is much less in view, providing less motivation 

for easing or solving the problem. From the aspect of crime, these two phenomena have a dual 

effect. On the one hand they mean a certain degree of protection, obstructing the penetration of 

crime from the outside world, but on the other, seclusion also offers the possibility of hiding 

for potential crime committer. When criminal behaviour appears, the smaller size of the 

community makes it more likely for social disadvantages and non-conventional models to be 

passed on, and it can also strengthen conflict situations. 

 

5. Criminal status of small villages 

One of the fundamental laws of criminology is that crime is a problem much more related with 

cities than with smaller settlements, and maybe the least threatened settlement category is that 

of small villages (Fig. 2). Of course, it must be emphasised that this statement is only valid if 

the entire pool of small villages is considered, whilst the differences between the various 

settlements can be substantial, due to their particular social-economic features. As it has been 

pointed out in a number of Hungarian research papers (Piskóti, 2011; Patkós et al., 2012), often 

                                                           
13 Being secluded is understood as being difficult to physically access, whereas confinement is the weakness or 

absence of outward social connections. 
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there is considerable difference in the criminological features of like-sized settlements located 

near each other, thus one must not overlook historic differences or unique geographical and 

social settings either. 

 

Figure 2: Correlation between crime rate (average number of crimes between 2009 and 

2012) and the population size of settlements (2012) on the example of the Hungarian 

settlements (Budapest is represented as districts) 

Source of data:  National Institute of Criminology 

 

More details are added to this picture if not only the total numbers of crime instances are 

analysed, but the occurrence rates of various major crime groups too (Fig. 3). The higher figures 

of criminal statistics in cities are caused by the increased concentration of crime against 

property, against law and order, and economic crimes. Cities have the highest concentration of 

economic assets and the majority of economic activities are done here, too, thus it is not 

surprising that crimes for financial gain occur more frequently in these settlements. This 

phenomenon is intensified by the possible migration or commuting of criminals from the 

countryside towards the cities, by the significant individualist attitudes prevailing in cities, and 

by the anonymity of city dwellers even for their immediate environments. However, there are 

certain main crime groups which have the highest occurrence figures in the case of small 

villages (crimes against the person, crimes against administration, jurisdiction and against the 

purity of public life). Among these, it is mostly crimes against the person that pose the highest 

threat to the society and have typical capacities of reproducing themselves, and thus deserve 
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the greatest attention.14 Such differences between crimes in cities and in the countryside (crimes 

against property dominating in towns and crimes of passion dominating in villages) were 

recognised and articulated by Júlia György in her work published about the formation and 

nature of the antisocial personality (György, 1967).  

 

Figure 3: Number of crime events per 100,000 capita by main categories between 2009 

and 2012  

(1: crimes against the state, 2: crimes against humanity, 3: crimes against the person, 4: traffic 

offences, 5: crimes against matrimony, family, youth and sexual morality, 6: crimes of 

corruption in the administrative and law enforcement sectors and other segments of society, 7: 

crimes against law and order, 8: economic crimes, 9: crimes against property, 10: military 

offences)  
Source of data: National Institute of Criminology 

 

Even more interesting tendencies can be recognised if not only the rates of crimes but the 

distribution of known crime committers is also investigated (Fig. 4, Fig. 5). From that it appears 

that even though the number of crime instances is the lowest in small villages, the highest 

number of known crime committers are from these settlements. This can be explained in various 

ways. One possibility is that law enforcement works more effectively in areas where everybody 

knows almost everyone else, making it more difficult for criminals to remain in cover. On the 

other hand, it is also possible that criminals in cities commit more crimes until they are arrested 

                                                           
14 The major group of crimes against the person is a quite broad category, ranging from the minor “misuse of 

personal data” or “misuse of public data”, “confidentiality of correspondence abuse” through libel and “tribute 

insult” to homicide, but the most frequent state of affairs in this crime group is “physical assault”. 
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than those who are active in the two other settlement types, thus more crime instances are 

recorded per capita. This logic can work the other way round, too: if crimes committed as a 

group are more typical in small settlements, this will result in higher numbers of criminals per 

unit crimes committed. 

Although it is possible that the aforementioned theories could all play a role, yet our former 

experience suggests that these effects do not have enough power, even if combined, to account 

for such a difference in the ratios of crimes per criminal. What we consider to be a more 

important factor is the migration of criminals. Commuting and long-term migration from small 

village regions to the larger, centrally located settlements are well known phenomena, thus it is 

a feasible option that the spatial concentration of material assets, functions, workplaces and 

capital, etc. in larger settlements is followed by an increasing concentration of not only people 

but crime instances as well. This entails that there are offenders who commit their crimes in 

cities but their official place of residence is in one of the small villages, thus they will contribute 

to crime instance statistics in the city, and to the criminals' statistics in the villages. In an 

extreme case it is also possible that the criminal has stayed in the city for years, but unless there 

is something forcing him to update his registered official place of residence, he will not do so, 

and will remain a village resident for statistics. This hypothesis would be worth looking at in 

more detail, as part of a study later on. 

 

Figure 4: Correlation between the rate of offenders (average number of offenders 

between 2009 and 2012) and population size of settlements (2012), on the example of 

Hungarian settlements (Budapest is represented as districts) 

Source of data: National Institute of Criminology 
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Figure 5: Number of known crime events and known offenders per 100,000 capita  

between 2009 and 2012 

Source of data: National Institute of Criminology 
 

From all these it appears that small villages are less infested by instances of crime against 

property as compared to the country average and to other settlement types, since the possible 

financial gain in the impoverished settlements is very low in many cases, thus a rationally 

thinking offender will commit the crime in a city in order to obtain greater profit. At the same 

time, crimes of passion – such as physical assaults – which happen as a result of the offender 

trying to resolve a conflict by means of a violent behaviour, will have higher concentrations in 

settlements with 500 inhabitants or less where disadvantages, tensions and conflicts tend to 

accumulate more readily. This is well illustrated by physical assault data of Baranya County 

(Fig. 6). Small villages appear to be an adequate environment for such types of crimes, 

situations and offenders to be present and these scenarios to be reproduced time after time. In 

the next section the authors attempt to present this process. 
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Figure 6: Number of physical assaults per 100,000 capita in Baranya County  

between 2010 and 2014 

Source of data: Baranya County Police Headquarters 

 

Despite that this settlement type is quite characteristic, it does not cause significant difference 

in the crime data of even those counties where small villages have the highest representation 

(over 60%) such as Baranya, Vas and Zala. Even in these cases, residents of small villages 

account for only 13-14% of the total population, thus criminal cases recorded in other 

settlements of the county can easily overcast the specific features of small villages. 

 

6. The formation and reproduction of violent crimes in small villages 

The expression 'violent crime' has long been used in criminal research as a collective term for 

states of affairs in various crime groups which are all characterised by violent behaviour (either 

physical or psychic) occurring when they are committed by the criminals.15 This means that 

                                                           
15 On the basis of the 1978 Criminal Code, this category contained more than 30 states of affairs, which we are 

not listing here. Their enumeration is available in: Nagy, 2008. 
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violent crimes and crimes against the person are not in the least equal, however, physical assault 

is the most abundant and most typical state of affairs in both crime groups.16 

The likelihood of being able to reproduce themselves is a typical feature of violent crimes 

(Gönczöl, 1987), a process which can be studied in Fig. 7. Of course, this is a simplified scheme 

of how violent crime is being reproduced in a cycle. Not every single violent criminal comes 

from a disadvantaged family environment and proceeds along the stages shown in the chart, 

and not everyone coming from a disadvantaged family will necessarily commit violent crimes. 

The shown effects are rather ones that make young people more threatened and more prone to 

committing crimes, during their socialisation. Although the model cannot be extended over all 

types of crimes, the possibility of many non-violent offenders go through or have gone through 

similar life situations.  

The essence of the process is that young people acquire a non-conventional value system from 

the family during their primary socialisation, which later cannot be overwritten by the 

institutional systems of norm transfer (especially not by school), moreover their often 

dysfunctional operation moves these social groups further away from the acceptance of majority 

standards. The failure of their social integration eventually reproduces those disadvantages 

which mean the starting point of the whole process, thus the next generation will once again 

have to fight against similar difficulties. 

                                                           
16 Due to content limitations, the authors of this paper do not intend to go into details about the subject of violent 

crimes. The following works, however, include details about this group of crimes, its committers and victims: 

Kerezsi, 1998; Adler et al., 2005; Korinek, 2010; Nagy, 2012 
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Figure 7: The general model of the formation and reproduction of violent crimes 

Source: Edited by the authors and E. Józsa based on K. Gönczöl (1987) 

 

As part of the drawn up process, the non-conventional values become the mainstream model, 

while the alternatives of acquiring the majority value system are narrowed down, restricted to 

the framework of the institutional norm transfer which cannot really compete with family 

expectations that mean a stronger bond and are active from a very young age. Based on this 
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process it can be assumed that the reproduction of violent crime from generation to generation 

becomes more typical than in the case of larger settlements. Basically, there are two factors 

contributing to this: on the one hand the narrow social environment offers young people much 

less alternatives for learning and acquiring the majority standards; and on the other, the 

institutionalised norms find their way more difficultly down to the institutionally less developed 

elements of the settlement hierarchy. The best immunizing factor against criminogenic effects 

is the appropriate family environment (Reckless, 1940). If that is missing, the innately low-

standard school, the most important norm transferring institution, will be highly ineffective in 

performing its socialising duties in these regions. Other social institutions (and the values 

represented by them) will not boldly appear either in the smallest settlements, and have 

significant effect on local residents. Moreover, the tensions can be more pronounced in a 

deprived society burdened with exclusion and hopelessness, which can again forecast the 

substantial reproduction of crimes. 

Another characteristic effect in the case of small settlements is the presence of relatively low-

intensity but long-lasting micro-societal conflicts. In a condensed social environment the 

interactions re-occurring day by day either intentionally or unintentionally highly impede the 

resolution of already existing inter-personal conflicts and the elimination of tensions, especially 

when macro-level processes going on in the global society promote or evoke the intensification 

of tensions, the declining levels of tolerance, the lack of trust, and existential uncertainty 

(Kerezsi, 2011). It is due to these effects that “neighbour dispute” type of conflicts are quite 

frequent in these areas, as opposed to the more individualistic “live and let live” attitude typical 

in urban settings. These long-accumulating tensions sometimes abruptly overflow, causing an 

instance of serious crime every now or then.  

Looking at crimes, one should not overlook the migration and commuting tendencies we have 

mentioned earlier. Crimes that form and are reproduced in small villages often appear in larger 

settlements due to the commuting or permanent migration of offenders. Accordingly, the 

following principle is set forth: to improve the measures (mostly of socio-political nature) 

aiming at preventing crimes from being reproduced in small villages is important not only for 

local residents and for social solidarity reasons, but it is essential for larger settlements, too, 

to treat the problems of small settlements in their attraction zones. 

 

Summary 

Regarding their criminological profiles, our small village regions do not appear to be 

threatened environments at all, since they have the lowest crime rates, but in the case of certain 
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crime types, extremely high figures are observed. Based on a thorough analysis it can be stated 

that economic crimes, crimes against property and against public order occur rarer in our 

smallest settlements, whereas crime cases against the person, against public administration and 

jurisdiction and against the purity of public life have a much more frequent occurrence rate per 

100,000 residents than in larger settlements, meaning that the small-village type of crime really 

does exist in Hungary. 

However, it is notable that the occurrence rate of criminal offenders per capita is highest in 

these regions, which fact supports the assumption that small villages are a more suitable 

environment for the reproduction of criminal deviances from one generation to the other, 

mostly due to the condensed social environment, demographic, social and economic 

disadvantages, seclusion and the deficiencies of the institutional system serving social 

integration. These criminological tendencies, however, partly have their effect in the larger, 

centrally located settlements in the form of crime instances, meaning that they are a burden not 

only on the studied settlements. Of course, in these cases it is impossible to separate the effects 

of the urban and the former rural environment on the incoming people. Another possibility 

cannot be excluded either, i.e. that it is the urban social environment that influences the arriving 

rural residents in a way that they will become crime committers in higher proportions, because 

these people had not been subject to these effects during their primary socialisation, and thus 

are more vulnerable to them. 

From those mentioned above it can be assumed that in trying to fight against the reproduction 

of crimes, greater attention should be paid to the societies of small settlements, and local 

residents should be provided with more chances and better assistance for social integration. 

This can be achieved, along with simultaneous economic development, by reconsidering the 

local sociopolitical institutional system, and by considerably activating the civil sphere. There 

are three fundamental fields of intervention and assistance that are the most suitable for 

achieving this: firstly, and most importantly, the system of family assistance and family funding, 

secondly the initiatives supporting school integration and inclusion, and thirdly the local 

conflict management organisations. Nevertheless, it must be emphasised that these three should 

be treated as a single unit, so that they can be integrated within one institution, since the 

problems themselves do not show up in separation, but instead they evolve in close interaction 

with each other. Accordingly, they can be effectively solved or eased only through a 

comprehensive approach. 

However, it is also clear that this is not feasible without narrowing down the economic gap and 

providing job opportunities. No matter how many young people are provided with better 
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education, higher qualifications, greater degree of social integration, without jobs these young 

people will have no other chance than to migrate. Public work17 cannot be a good solution 

either, since employees with higher qualification will have a choice between public work and 

the true labour market, and from these labour market is the more reasonable alternative, 

necessarily accompanied by migration. Through the most highly trained, least disadvantaged, 

norm following part of the society having to migrate away again and again, the vicious circle 

of self-reproducing disadvantages will be preserved. 

In this paper we have attempted to outline the profiles of small-village crimes, to clearly find 

that there is a well-identifiable crime-structure typical for these settlements. It has also become 

obvious that the natural, social and economic drawbacks that characterise the smallest 

settlements can be reproduced through crime too, which implies that intervention is vital in 

these regions. The investigations have also shown that an important relationship as well as a 

certain type of “division of work” have formed between the criminalities of rural and urban 

spaces, related to the migration of people. This negative effect is maybe better treated in the 

smaller and more vulnerable communities, i.e. small villages, but through transmission it can 

have country-level outcomes. The well-thought crime prevention action plans of complex 

regional development programs can bring about comprehensive, maybe even country-level 

results even if concentrating on just single regions or settlement types. 
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