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The Cistibiscan Reformed Church District 
has approved the proposal of the Senate of the 
Sárospatak Reformed Theological Academy 
to confer the title Honorary Professor on Dr. 
Robert Ellison Lascelles Rodgers. According 
to the regulations of the Academy, this title 
is conferred upon outstanding scholars and 
church personalities who have testified to their 
outstanding work compatible with the spiritu-
ality of the Academy both in the national and 
international Christian scholarly public life.

Robert Ellison Lascelles Rodgers was born 
in 1938 in Belfast, Northern Ireland. He grew 
up in Bangor, a town that became a famed 
seat of learning and quality education in the 
6th century already. There was a saying in Eu-
rope at that time, namely if a man knew Greek 
he was bound to be an Irishman, largely due 
to the influence of Bangor. From there, Celt-
ic Church missionary teachers went out with 
the Gospel to Europe. In the words of an hon-
orary professor of our academy, Rev. Dániel 
Szabó, “Dr. Rodgers has been influenced, per-
haps unconsciously, by the example of these 
Celtic missionaries.”

But before we expound why this compari-
son holds, let us give a brief review of some of 
the decisive stages of Dr. Rodgers’ life, which 
will testify to his wide range of interests and 
thorough academic grounding. 

He served the Royal Air Force between 
1956 and 1961, from where he was demo-
bilized with Exemplary Record. From 1970 
to 1974 he served the Royal Ulster Constab-
ulary. He also served as prison governor be-
tween 1980 and 1991. All these records may 
create in us the impression that Dr. Rodgers 
is a man of discipline. If we proceed to look 
at his academic records, we will be convinced 
that Dr. Rodgers is a man of self-discipline. 
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• He holds a Bachelor of Theology degree with first class honours from Alla-
habad Theological Seminary in affiliation with the University of Serampore, 
1971; 

• He holds a Master of Theology degree from the American Theological Sem-
inary, Florida, 1977; 

• He holds a Master of Arts degree in Theology from the University of Hull 
and Irish School of Ecumenics, 1980; 

• In 1984 he completed his first doctoral work and was awarded the Doctor of 
Theology title with distinction from the University of Hamburg and Faculté 
Libre de TheologieReformeé, Aix-en-Provence; the title of his dissertation 
was “An historico/theological examination of the life and principal writings 
of Robert Watts with particular reference to the doctrine of the verbal inspi-
ration of Holy Scripture.”

• He holds a Master degree in Education from the University of Ulster, 1991; 
the title of his dissertation was “The Incarnation of the Antithesis: an intro-
duction to the educational thought and practice of Abraham Kuyper”. The 
published version of the dissertation (both in English and Hungarian) starts 
with a Foreword by late Lord Tonypandy, former Speaker of the House of 
Commons, Westminster, England, where he writes: “This book is an inspi-
ration for all who believe that God is Lord of all. It provides Christians in 
public life with an added incentive to proclaim the relevance of our faith to 
all aspects of human activity. Robert Rodgers combines scholarship, wide 
experience in public affairs, and steadfast Christian conviction in this jewel 
of truth. It provides a light for Christians seeking guidance and will assur-
edly take a prominent place amongst the most scholarly religious treatises 
of our time.”

• In 1994, the Humanities Society of Miskolc awarded Dr. Rodgers honorary 
doctorate in recognition of the contribution to the life and work of the uni-
versity. Dr. Rodgers established the Department of Christian Studies at the 
university in 1993 and was the head of department until 1998.  

• In 2002 he was awarded the title Honorary Doctor of Divinity by the To-
ronto Baptist Seminary, Canada, in recognition of his distinguished service 
in Christian Ministry and his attainments in Biblical Sciences and conspic-
uous leadership in the religious community.

• In 2013 he completed his doctoral work in literature and was awarded the 
title Doctor of Literature by the Cranmer Memorial Seminary, Belfast.

His articles and studies were published, among others, in the Evangelical Quarterly, 
the Journal of the Irish Baptist Historical Society, the Evangelical Voice, and the 
Gospel Magazine. 

His series of essays on the Reformation was translated into Hungarian and pub-
lished by the Sárospatak Reformed Theological Academy, during the spring semester 
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of 1996/97 when he was guest lecturing at our Systematic Theology Department. 
Dean Rev. György Benke, the translator, says in his Foreword: “Even if I had not per-
sonal connection with this well-known Irish professor, and only knew of his theolog-
ical activity and academic works through his writings, my attraction to and affinity 
with the sentiments expressed would in no way be diminished.” 

Dr. Rodgers following the footsteps of his Celtic missionary predecessors has 
preached throughout Europe, not only in bigger city churches but also in rural 
gypsy congregations. He has taught at various universities, colleges and seminaries, 
spreading his Biblical world and life view among his students. And he has done 
even more. He regularly held tutorials and seminars in a coffee-shop in Miskolc; 
proofread his students’ English papers; supervised dissertations; he was always 
ready to meet the needs of his students, supporting them with books, articles, 
meal invitations (because you cannot study if you are hungry), but he also helped 
them with finances or scholarships.

What is more, he has become a friend to many of his former students. Let me 
end with a personal note. Dr. Rodgers and I have not always been on the same terms 
in theological questions. One such issue has been ordaining women in the ministry. 
I remember having met Dr. Rodgers on the main street of Miskolc, who asked me 
about the date of my ordination. Knowing his opinion, his question took me by 
surprise, so I asked: Why do you want to know? His answer was: “besides theological 
convictions I have friends as well.”

For me, this was a beautiful illustration of what Rev. Dániel Szabó once said 
about Dr. Rodgers: “…he does not seek popularity but rather seeks to bring healing. 
He wants to present us with more exact knowledge and a wider, more committed 
Christian perspective.”

Thank you, Dr. Rodgers. It is our privilege to grant the title Honorary Professor 
to Dr. Robert Ellison Lascelles Rodgers.
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