AGNES JOBST:
»ANNUS MIRABILIS" 1989 -
WONDERS AND OBSCURITIES

The fall of the Iron Curtain was a pivotal
moment in the historical transformations
of1989. Following the lifting of the technical
border closure and Hungary's accession to
the 1951 Geneva Refugee Convention,
citizens of the German Democratic Repub-
lic (GDR) seeking to permanently leave their
homeland began arriving in large numbers.
To allow their departure, it was necessary
to terminate the earlier bilateral agreement
with the GDR, dated 20 June 1969, as it con-
flicted with the principles of the Geneva
Convention. While GDR citizens awaited
permission, many attempted illegal border
crossings, creating an untenable situation
in Gydr-Sopron and Vas counties. This
study examines the events that unfolded
along the latter section of the border, draw-
ing on archival documents.

LORETTA KUCSERA -
ZOLTAN HORVATH:

THE POTENTIAL OF CULTURE-
DRIVEN ECONOMIC GROWTH AND
SOCIAL INTEGRATION
IN A HUNGARIAN SPA TOWN
THE ROLE OF THE NADASDY
KULTURALIS KOZPONT
(NADASDY CULTURAL CENTER)

IN SHAPING SARVAR'S CULTURAL
LANDSCAPE
Today, public education systems are not
merely expected to manage local cultural
communities and offer programs to the
public. They are also viewed as essential
components of the creative industry, which
both generates revenue and fosters busi-
ness settlement. These institutions connect
with businesses and actively participate in
community development processes. Our
research involved a public survey of a pub-
lic cultural institution in Sarvar, a Hungar-
ian spa town, to assess its impact on local

society and economy.
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