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among the peasantry and condemned the liberal market economy
which is not available for the Hungarian circumstances according to
him. Prohaszka hoped the development of the Hungarian countryside
including modernized school and health care system.

Modus vivendi with Moscow? The 1945 Flynn
Mission and Pius XII’s Eastern Politics
Fejerdy Andras

One of the open questions in the historiography of the Vatican-Krem-
lin relations after World War II, is whether bilateral dialogue and
reaching an agreement was prevented by the caution and anti-com-
munist priciples of Pope Pius XII, or rather by the aloofness of the
Soviet Union. Based on the newly opened Vatican sources, the pa-
per examines the mission of Edward J. Flynn, an American Demo-
crat politician, who in February-March of 1945 attempted to mediate
between the two parties. After a brief review of the assessment of
the Flynn mission in scolarly literature, the paper first outlines the
course of events, then evaluates the goals and perspectives of the ac-
tors involved. It concludes that although Moscow sought to loosen
relations between local churches and Rome, and the Holy See made
the guarantee of religious freedom a condition of negotiations, Pius
XII still sought contact and was ready to send an apostolic visitor to
Soviet-occupied territories to gather information on the situation of
the Catholic Church there.

End of socialism and Churches in Hungary — from a
grass-root perspective
Gardonyi, Maté

The change of political system 1989-1990 resulted in a favourable
position of the religious communities in Hungary. The state ceased
to practise a strict control and guidence over the Churches, new pos-
sibilities for social activities presented themselves and the traditional
Churches regained most of their real estates confiscated by the com-
munist state after the WW II. These changes were also perceptible at
Siofok, in a relatively small town, a summer resort by Lake Balaton.
Churches were built also in the final years of communism, demon-
strating the evidently lacking benevolence of the state. At first a syn-
agogue was built at Siofok for the guests from abroad, which was
followed by a Lutheran Church built with the contribution of a part-
ner-settlement in Finland. At the beginning of the new epoch, as a part



