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among the peasantry and condemned the liberal market economy 
which is not available for the Hungarian circumstances according to 
him. Prohászka hoped the development of the Hungarian countryside 
including modernized school and health care system.

Modus vivendi with Moscow? The 1945 Flynn 
Mission and Pius XII’s Eastern Politics
Fejérdy András
One of the open questions in the historiography of the Vatican-Krem-
lin relations after World War II, is whether bilateral dialogue and 
reaching an agreement was prevented by the caution and anti-com-
munist priciples of Pope Pius XII, or rather by the aloofness of the 
Soviet Union. Based on the newly opened Vatican sources, the pa-
per examines the mission of Edward J. Flynn, an American Demo-
crat politician, who in February-March of 1945 attempted to mediate 
between the two parties. After a brief review of the assessment of 
the Flynn mission in scolarly literature, the paper first outlines the 
course of events, then evaluates the goals and perspectives of the ac-
tors involved. It concludes that although Moscow sought to loosen 
relations between local churches and Rome, and the Holy See made 
the guarantee of religious freedom a condition of negotiations, Pius 
XII still sought contact and was ready to send an apostolic visitor to 
Soviet-occupied territories to gather information on the situation of 
the Catholic Church there.

End of socialism and Churches in Hungary – from a 
grass-root perspective
Gárdonyi, Máté
The change of political system 1989-1990 resulted in a favourable 
position of the religious communities in Hungary. The state ceased 
to practise a strict control and guidence over the Churches, new pos-
sibilities for social activities presented themselves and the traditional 
Churches regained most of their real estates confiscated by the com-
munist state after the WW II. These changes were also perceptible at 
Siófok, in a relatively small town, a summer resort by Lake Balaton. 
Churches were built also in the final years of communism, demon-
strating the evidently lacking benevolence of the state. At first a syn-
agogue was built at Siófok for the guests from abroad, which was 
followed by a Lutheran Church built with the contribution of a part-
ner-settlement in Finland. At the beginning of the new epoch, as a part 
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of the process of restitution, the Catholic and the Reformed Church-
es have got new buildings, later on Franciscan Sisters settled down 
in the town, and NGO-s – like Scout movement and the Hungarian 
Charity Service of the Order of Malta – started their activities bound 
to some of the Churches. This paper presents the process of a new ec-
clesial inculturation on the basis of the relevant documents preserved 
in the archives of the local religious communities.

The Catholic Church as depicted in the cinema 
newsreels of Communist Hungary
Gianone, András
The present article explores how the Hungarian Catholic Church 
was depicted in the newsreels shown in the cinemas during the peri-
od of Communist dictatorship. From the end of World War II to the 
change of regime in 1989, only 27 pieces of news specifically about 
the Catholic Church were presented to the Hungarian cinema-goers. 
Based on these as well as parts of other reports containing informa-
tion about ecclesiastical matters the article analyses how the Commu-
nist state wished to depict the Catholic Church in Hungary.

Fight for freedom of conscience and religion

“Everything of our beautiful establishment, of our 
Order was blown away by the political, economic 
and wartime storm.” From the diaries of a Cistercian 
religious, Konstantin Horváth
Cúthné Gyóni, Eszter
Hungarian Church history after World War II contains a great deal of 
documents from the state authorities, especially from the State Secu-
rity Authority, but possesses fewer ecclesiastical sources, so we may 
say: there is irregularity in the distribution of the historical sources. It 
is especially true relative to the case of a religious order suppressed in 
1950, because the years of the dissolution did not pay attention to the 
issue or to preserve the documents. We know that the leadership of 
the Hungarian Cistercians had been prepared for the subsequent dis-
solution by the government; in anticipation and they had destroyed or 
hidden documents that could have contained compromised data about 
the members of the order. Even so we still have sufficient historical 
sources about the functioning of the dissolved order, and we have 
some fragmented printed remains produced by the members of the or-
der. The latter group also contains the so called “ego-documents”, i.e. 


