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freedom

Gergely Nacsinák: At Mount Athos

Gábor Balázs: The Freedom of Interpretation in the Jewish Tradition
The essay starts with a short analysis of the Jewish theological thesis that both 
the Hebrew Bible and its rabbinical interpretation have their sources in the divine 
revelation at Mount Sinai . Then it introduces two different views of rabbinical 
schools about the characteristics and the extent of the hermeneutical freedom of 
the Rabbis . It continues with an exploration of the radical hermeneutical freedom 
by the 2nd-century sage Rabbi Akiva, as it is presented in a well-known story 
of the Babylonian Talmud (Menachot 29b) . The central thesis of the essay is that 
Rabbi Akiva believed so much in the hermeneutical freedom of the rabbis that he 
virtually denied the existence of any important difference between the original 
(the Torah) and its rabbinical interpretation . The essay concludes with a short 
comparison between the rabbinical and the postmodern conceptions of radical 
hermeneutical freedom, and emphasizes that in spite of the apparent similarity 
between the two, there are essential differences .

Uri Asaf: Rashi: The Freedom of an Exegetist
The paper is a first introduction of Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo Itzhaki) to Hungarian 
readers . The oeuvre of the Rabbi is illustrated by numerous Bible commentaries, 
taken from the Book of Genesis .

Dániel Deák: Liberation, Alliance and Freedom 
To most people, freedom is vital; still, it is not generally acknowledged as the ul-
timately fundamental value . This can also be seen from a Christian point of view: 
the primarily concern of a believer is the possibility of obtaining salvation . This 
paper examines the issue of Christian freedom by discussing topics such as the 
subjection to the dogmatically manifested truth, the question of free-will, the crea-
tion as an image of God, the voluntary concept of freedom, liberation and alliance, 
the speculative and historical concept of freedom, and the concept of liberating 
vision .

Gábor Vladár: The Christian Freedom in the Letters of Saint Paul
This study examines the notion of Christian freedom in the epistles of Paul the 
Apostle . It was the Hellenistic world where the notion of freedom as a reality 
determining existence was first thematised . But correlation between law and free-
dom in its essence can already be found in the Old Testament and Jewish tradition . 
For this very reason, in the Hellenistic age early Judaism’s Greek speaking dias-
pora was able to borrow a conceptual framework from Stoic philosophy, which, 
in turn, was later utilized by Paul in his epistles . Apostle Paul, however, did not 
conceive redemption, life and death, freedom and slavery, and the cosmic dimen-
sions of freedom in Stoic philosophic terms, but, rather, in the light of redemption 
and deliverance attained in Christ . Being rooted in the Old Testament and Jew-
ish tradition, Paul regarded Scripture as the carrier of revelation of the only and 
personal God . Greeks discovered the freedom of man; to Israel, God revealed His 
own freedom . It is of great significance that Paul put the phrase “freedom” into 
the service of proclaiming salvation, and, thus, it became part of the vocabulary 
of Christian preaching . 

László Bernáth: The Theory of Open Theism; the Morally Wrong and the Divine 
Providence
The paper gives a brief summary of open theism . It argues that the main diffi-
culty of open theism is not that it provides an exceedingly revisionary metaphys-
ics of God; but, rather, its main disadvantage is that it has a hard time explaining 
how predestination is possible, and how God could responsibly take the risk of 
creating agents who can reject His grace and commands even if God wants in 
every possible sense that they accept His grace and follow His commands . The 
paper also summarizes the main advantages of open theism: it can easily put the 



full burden of responsibility for moral wrongs on the shoulders of free agents, and 
open theism can give a simple account of how genuine communication is possible 
between God and individuals .

László Levente Balogh: „You Are Hungarian, if it Hurts…” (On the Margins of an 
Anniversary)
Each nation has its own narratives expressing the glories or sufferings of the na-
tion . These narratives play a central role in uniting and defining national identity, 
and they can provide a standard for determining national consciousness even for 
centuries . The topics of the stories do not usually spring from direct or personal 
experiences, yet, the members build their identification of common community 
feelings and values on them . Until the nineteenth century it was more likely to 
choose common heroic tales and stories for national identity formation, which 
have gradually been replaced by stories about collective sufferings – shaping col-
lective memory . This phenomenon, according to Vamik Volkan – Turkish-Amer-
ican social psychologist – can be called chosen trauma . The chosen trauma of the 
Hunagarian nation is the Trianon Peace Treaty, the political and mental effects of 
which can be felt even today .

Eszter Kovács: Europe – Values, Opinions, Debates (An Interview with Pierre Manent)

Péter György: Without Conditions
“The chapel hidden in the area covered with forests and groves, forms part of the 
pilgrims’ house . It is a space for retreat, quiet contemplation and individual wor-
ship . The floor space of the building is 20 square meters and its height is 9 meters,” 
wrote architects Tamás Czigány and András Cseh, the designers of the secluded 
chapel of the Saint Jacob Guest House in Pannonhalma . The essay describes the spir-
itual forces and attraction of the space within and around the chapel . Also, it exam-
ines the chapel’s interconnectedness with its surroundings: nature and silence itself .

Máté Papp: Attracted by a Stronger Being (In Front of Péter Balassa’s Aesthetical 
Tunnel)
Maybe it was not just happenstance that it was Péter Balassa who gave the manu-
script of Sátántangó to Béla Tarr . The Tarr movie-universe and the unseemly pro-
saic language of László Krasznahorkai draws its unending energy from the same 
aesthetical challenge called the „new-seriousness” for a lack of a better term . The 
aura of the same aesthetics held Balassa in the grasp of the Rilkean stronger being . 
The aesthetics or, in a broader sense, the beautiful art for art’s sake philosophy em-
bedded in the culture of conversation sensibly led him to long for the certainty of 
the final things . In a biblical sense, he gravitated towards the reality of the things 
hoped for through faith . This essay tries to weigh some of these final, hoped for 
things, with a more intuitive than disciplinary approach in the work of Balassa .

Zoltán Komálovics: Paths Leading to Understanding (On Marcell Mártonffy’s 
Biblical Tradition and Historical Experience in the Essays of Pilinszky)
The writing focuses on “Biblical Tradition and Historical Experience in the Essays 
of Pilinszky” by Marcell Mártonffy . János Pilinszky made an attempt to under-
stand the significance of concentration camps not only as a poet, but also (in his 
prose) as a theologian . He saw Auschwitz as a bottommost point both in secular 
history and, in a biblical sense, in the history of salvation . The fact that he was the 
first to draw basic conclusions from the experience of the Holocaust in the context 
of Hungarian Catholicism regarding the complex connections between memory, 
poetry, faith, spirituality, and actions gives special emphasis to his reflections . 
Marcell Mártonffy’s book, bearing in mind the comprehensive question of the 
contemporary applicability of transcendence, also looks at the work of authors 
“after Pilinszky”: it seeks points of reference for the possible continuation of the 
dialogue between poetics and theology after Auschwitz in texts of Imre Kertész, 
Péter Esterházy and Szilárd Borbély .

Michael Casey: The Path to Eternal Life (…Let Us Hasten to and Do Only What 
Serves Eternity)

Poems by János Géczi, György Debreczeny, and Sándor Halmosi 


