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SOME OUTSTANDING PERSONS OF THE SPELEOLOGICAL 
AND KARSTOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN THE ALPS, CARPATHIAN. 

AND DINARIC REGIONS BEFORE 1914

ABSOLON, Karel (Boskowitz. 16.6.1877 -  Brno, 
6.10.1960): Moravian geographer, zoologist. He investi
gated the Dinaric karst in 1908. discovered the subterra
nean channel of Macocha in 1909-1914. Later he be
came one of the most prominent scientists of cave fauna, 
prepared the “Biospeologia Balcanica". His greatest work 
is an extensive monograph in two volumes “The Mora
vian Karst", published only after his death.

BARTHOLOMAEIDES L*szl6, Ladislaus Barthoto- 
maeides (Klenoc. 16.11.1754 -  Ochtina, 18.4.1825): 
Hungarian priest, historian. He supposed that the Baradla 
and the Budos Cave (Domica) belong to one cave system. 
His work: Inclyti Superioris Ungariae Comitatus Gombri- 
ensis notitia... (Leutshoviae. 1806-1808).

BEL M&ty&s, Matthias Bel, Be/ius (Ocsova, 24.3.1684 
-Pozsony, 29 8 1749): teacher, historian, polymath. He 

collected vast number of 
geographical and historical 
data of Hungary, included 
caves. His principal work: 
Notitia Hungariae novae his- 
torico geographica. Partially 
published in Vienna, 
1735-1742.

BERTARELLI, Luigi Vittorio (Milano, 1859 -  Milano, 
1926): journalist, speleologist. He founded the Italian 
Touring Club (1894) and the speleological commission 
of Club Alpino Italiano in Milano in 1897; explored a 450 
m deep pothole in Istria, which was one of the deepest 
shafts in the world in that time (now: Abisso Bertarelli).

BEUDANT, Frangois-Sulpice (Paris, 5.9.1787 -  Pa
ris. 9.12.1850): French mineralogist, geologist, univ. prof.

in Avignon, Marseille, Paris. 
Invited by the Austrian chan- 
sery for geological investiga
tion he travelled through 
Hungary during 9 months in 
1818, visiting caves too. His 
work: Voyage minbralogique 
et gbologique, en Hongrie, 
pendant I’annbe 1818. Paris. 
1822.

BREDECZKY Samuel (Nbmetjakubja. 18.3.1772 -  
Lemberg. 20.6.1812): priest, teacher, writer. During his 
excursion in the early 1800-es he visited several caves 
of North-Hungary (Dembnyfalva etc.) and described 
them. One of his works published in Vienna in 1807: 
Beschreibung der ausserst merkwurdigen Hohle Baradla.

BUCHHOLTZ Gybrgy, jr., Georg [G eorgius] Buch- 
hottz (Kbsm£rk, 3.11.1688 -  Kbsmbrk, 3.8.1737): 
priest, naturalist, investigator of Magas-Tbtra Mountains 
(High Tatra. Vysokb Tatry). In 1719, he surveyed the 
Dembnyfalva and Szilice caves, and prepared longitudi
nal sections of them.

CHOLNOKY Jen6 (Veszprbm. 23.7.1870 -  Budapest. 
5.7.1950): professor of geography at Kolozsvbr (from 

1905) and Budapest Univer
sity (1921-1940). In 
Transylvania he investigat
ed the Csoklovina Cave, 
Torda and Rbv canyon etc. 
He studied later the Dinaric 
karst and became the presi
dent of the Hungarian Spele
ological Society. One of his 
early works on karst: Vorlau- 

figer Bericht uber meine Karststudien. Abrbgb du Bull, 
de la Socibtb Hongroise de Geographie. Vol. XLII-XLVII. 
1914. pp. 48-70., Budapest.

CVIJIC, Jovan (Loznica, Serbia, 6.10 1865-Beograd, 
16.1.1927): Serbian geographer, karstmorphologist. He 
was a research worker of Prof. A. Penck at Vienna 
University. After many investigations, he published his 
main work “Das Karstphanomen" in 1893, one of the most 
fundamental studies on karstmorphology. His posthu
mous work “La gbographie des terrains calcaires" was 
published in 1960 in Belgrade.

DANES, Jin (Novij Dvor, Pavlov. 23.8.1880 -  1928): 
geographer, a disciple of Richthofen (Berlin) and Penck 
(Wien). He investigated the Dinaric karst with J. Cvijib in 
1901-02, Neretva Valley 1904, later surveyed tropical 
karst in Jamaica, Cuba, Java etc. One of his early works: 
Die westhercegovinische Kryptodepressions (Peterm. 
Georg. Mitt. 1905).
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DAVIS, William Morris (Philadelphia, Pa. USA, 
12.2.1850- Pasadena, Calif. 5.2.1934): US geographer, 
geologist, meteorologist, founder of the science of geo
morphology. In 1890 he became professor of physical 
geography at Harvard University. In 1899. together with 
A. Penck he studied the karst phenomena of Dinaric 
Mountains. His principal speleological work: Origin of 
Limestone Cavern (1930).

DIVALD K6roly (Selmecbbnya, 1.11.1830 -  Eperjes, 
1897): Hungarian pharmaceutist, photographer (French 
origin). He took the first photographs in the B6la and 
Baradla caves in the 1880-es. He published photoalbums 
of caves (B6la Cave, 1887, Baradla 1890).

FRIVALDSZKY J6nos (Rajec, 17.6.1822 -  Budapest. 
29.3.1895): zoologist, the first Hungarian researcher of 

cave fauna from 1850-es. 
His chief work: Adatok a ma- 
gyarhoni barlangok faun6j6- 
hoz (Data to the cave fauna 
of Hungary). Mathem. 6s 
term. tud. kozl. 1865. Buda
pest.

HERMAN Ott6 (Breznb- 
b6nya, 26.6.1835 -  Buda
pest, 27.12.1914): Hungari
an naturalist, ethnologist. 
After discovery of stone 
tools of Ice Age man in 1891 
he proposed the excavation 
in Bukk Mountains’ caves.

HERTOD von TODTENFELD, Johann Ferdinand 
(?-?): physician, physicist from Brunn (Brno). He pub
lished in 1669 a book of medical contents “Tartaro-Mastix 
Moraviae...", in which particular attention was given to 
the material “unicornum fossile", the bones of pleistocene 
mammals found in caves and prepared as medical 
“golden powder". He described his own experiences on 
caves of the Moravian Karst, especially the Sloup caves.

HOHENWART (HOCHENWARTH), Count Franz Jo
sef Hanibal (Laibach, 24.5.1771 -  Laibach, 2.8.1844): 
a member of a Carniolian aristocratic family, explorer of 
the Adelsberger Grotte. He published a guide book with 
A. Schaffenrath’s 18 engravings in 1830-32.

GAFFAREL, Jacques (Mane, Haute-Provence, 1601 
-Sigonce, 1680): French priest, polymath. His work, “Le 
monde souterrain" (1654) may be the first book on caves.

GORTANI, Michele (Lugo di Spagna, 16.1.1883 -  
Tolmezzo, 1966): speleologist, geologist, university pro
fessor. He explored the Dinaric karst and described in 
his early work: “Fenomeni carsici nel terreni paleozoici 
della Carnia orientate" 1909. In 1929 he organized and 
led the Instituto Italiano di Speleologia, its museum and 
biospeleological station in Postumia (Postojna).

GRUBER, Thobias (Wien, 12.9.1744 -  Prague, 
31.3.1806): priest, teacher, architect. He surveyed the 
Zirknitzer See (Cerknisko jezero) and the impressive 
“jamas". His work: “Briefe hydrographischen und physika- 
lischen Inhalts aus Krain...” with illustrations and two 
maps (Wien, 1781).

GRUND, Alfred (Prague-Smichow, 3.8.1875 -  Se- 
mendria, Serbia, 11.11.1914, killed in action) geogra
pher, hydrologist, a disciple of A. Penck. He became 
assistant professor of the Department of Geography at 
Vienna University, professor in Prague in 1910. He 
investigated the hydrology of Dinaric karst, and his final 
result was the theory of “karst groundwater”, connected 
with the Penck’s concepts of karst evolution.

HACQUET, Georges Jacques Belsazar (Conquet, 
Bretagne, 1740 -  Vienna, 10.1.1815): French physician, 
naturalist, univ. professor. He practised as doctor of 
medicine at Idria (Idrija, Krain) and became professor of 
anatomy in Laibach (Ljubljana), 1766-1787. Travelling 
through Hungary he visited and described some caves. 
His work: Neueste physikalisch-politische Reisen in den 
Jahren 1788-1789 durch die Dacischen und Sarmati- 
schen Oder Nordlichen Karpathen. Nurnberg, 1790.

JEANNEL, Ren6 (Toulouse, 1879 -  Paris, 1965): 
French zoologist, speleologist. Best remembered for his 
work on subterranean coleopterans of the family Anisoto- 
midae. His exploration with E. Rakovitza in the Carpathi
an caves yielded many species of troglobiont fauna.

JORDAN K&roly (Budapest, 15.12.1871 -  Budapest, 
24.12.1959): Hungarian professor of mathematics, cave 
explorer, alpinist, vice-president of the Speleological 
Commission in 1910. He explored the deep shafts (pot
holes) of Als6-hegy in 1911.

KADIC Ottok6r (Opazova, Slavonia, 29.7.1876 -  Bu
dapest, 27.2.1957): Hungarian geologist, palaeontolo

gist. He is the founder of the 
Hungarian scientific cave 
exploration, organizer of the 
Speleological Commission 
(1910), of the Hungarian 
Speleological Society 
(1926). Editor of the first 
speleological bulletin. Bar- 
langkutatbs -  Hohlenfor- 
schung from 1913.

KATZER, Friedrich (Rokytzan [Rokycany] Bohemia, 
5.6.1861. -  Agram (Zagreb) 3.2.1925): Austrian geolog
ist, karsthydrologist, who was an opponent of Penck- 
Grund concept on “karst groundwater” in his work “Karst 
und Karsthydrographie" (Sarajevo, 1909).

KIRCHER, Athanasius (Geisa. Abbacy of Fulda, Thu
ringia, 2.5.1601 -  Roma, 27.11.1680); German Jesuit 
priest and scholar, author of “Mundus subterraneus" 
(1664), one of the earliest works on caves.
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KORABINSZKY Janos Maty£s, Johann Matthias Ko- 
rabinsky (Eperjes, 23.2.1740 -  Pozsony, 23.6.1811): 
redactor, cartographer. He published a detailed encyclo
paedia of Hungary mentioned many caves. (Geogra- 
phisch-historisches und Producten-Lexikon von Ungarn. 
Pressburg, 1786.)

KRAUS, Franz (Vienna, 28.2.1834 -  Vienna, 
12.1.1897): Austrian merchant, speleologist. He is the 
founder and 2nd vice-president of the first speleological 
society in Vienna (Verein fur Hohlenforschhung, 1879). 
He organized speleological expeditions to the Dinaric 
karst in the 1880-es, explored the Anerlbauerloch Cave 
in the Alps near Gams in 1881-82, which bears now his 
name (Krausgrotte, a tourist cave). His principal work: 
Hohlenkunde (Vienna, 1894).

KREBS, Norbert (Leoben, Styria, 29.8.1876 -  Berlin, 
5.12.1947): Austrian geographer, professor at Vienna 
and Berlin University. He was a disciple of A. Penck and 
follower his geomorphological concepts on karst develop
ment. He investigated the karst features on his excursion 
in Bosnia, Hercegovina, and Dalmatia in 1899.

MARK6 K&roly, Sr. (L6- 
cse, 25.9.1791 -  Villa Ap- 
peggi, Italia, 19.11.1860): 
Hungarian painter, a promi
nent representative of the 
classical landscape-paint
ing. In 1821 he made six 
gouache pictures on Baradla 
Cave.

MARTEL, Edouard Alfred (Pontoise. Seine-et-Oise, 
1.7.1859 -  Montbrizon/Loire, 3.6.1938): French speleolo
gist, the most successful explorer in the history of cave 
research. Besides France, his exploration work took 
place in eighteen countries from 1888 to 1913. In the 
course of his 26 annual expeditions (campaigns) he 
explored about 1500 caves, incl. 110 shafts (gouffres). 
He was the first man in 90 shafts and 30 big horizontal 
caves, never been entered before. He explored the 
Dinaric caves (1893) and visited the Aggtelek area 
(1898). His scientific activity was also important (Les 
abimes. 1894, Paris: Nouveau Traitb des Eaux Souter- 
raines. 1921, Paris).

KRIZ, Martin (Brunn-Losch, 14.11.1841 -  Steinitz 
[ZdciniceJ Moravia, 5.4.1916): lawyer, archaeologist, spe
leologist. He investigated the Moravian caves (Sumbera 
1864, caves near Jedownitz and Holstein 1893, excava
tion in Prednost 1894), took the first photographs in 
Moravian caves (1880). He became famous due to his 
paleontological and archaeological explorations of Sloup, 
Kulna and Pekbrne caves. Together with F. Koudelka he 
published a comprehensive work “The guide to the 
Moravian caves" (1. vol. 1900, 2. vol. 1902, Zdbnice).

LINDNER, Antonio Federico (Montagna, Italy, 
22.7.1800 -  ?, 19.9.1841): mining engineer. He studied 
in Vienna and Selmecbbnya (Schemnitz). From 1833, he 
lived in Triest, organized the exploration of Dinaric karst, 
especially of the subterranian rivers close to Triest for 
water supply.

L6CZY Lajos, Sr. (Pozsony, 3.11.1849 -  Balaton- 
arbcs, 13.5.1920): geologist, geographer, explorer. He 

became the professor of ge
ography at the Budapest 
University (1889-1908), di
rector of the Hungarian Geo
logical Institute from 1908. 
He made excavation in the 
Barbt-hegy Cave, near 6ru- 
zsin (Ruzin, Slovakia) in 
1876.

MARINELLI, Olinto (Udine, 1874 -  Firenze, 1926): 
I speleologist, became professor of geography at Firenze 
I University. He investigated the caves and karst in the 
I Eastern Italian Alps, was a leading member of Speleolog- 
| ical Society in Udine from 1898.

MARTINITSCH (Martinib), Josef (Triest. 4.10.1838 -  
Triest. 6.12.1915): speleologist. He organized a working 
group to explore the underground course of Reka near 
St. Kanzian in 1883. His fellow-workers were A. Hanke 
and F. Muller. In Kacna jama he descended to the bottom 
(-304 m).

MARTONNE, Emmanuel de (Chabris, 1873. -  
Sceaux, 1955): French geographer. He founded the first 
geographical laboratory at Rennes University, and orga
nized the Institute of Geography at Sorbonne in 1909. 
Travelling in Transylvania, he investigated karst phenom
ena (Le Massif du Bihar, Roumania. Annales de G6o- 
graphie, 1922. XXXI. pp. 313-340. Paris)

MOSER, Ludwig Karl (Teschen [Cieszyn], Austrian 
Silesia, 7.11.1845 -  Bozen, South Tirol. 2.6.1918): teach
er, speleologist. He studied the origin of ice in the caves 
of Alps from 1883. He made also excavations in caves 
near Aurisina (Vlasca pecina 1886-98), Gabrovica etc.

MORK, Alexander von Mbrkenstein (Przemysl, Gali
cia, 12.12.1887 -  Nisko. Galicia. 23.10.1914, killed in 
action): Austrian speleologist. He surveyed the caves of 
Salzburg from 1909 (Dachstein-Mammuthohle and -Eis- 
hohle, Eisriesenwelt etc.), founded the section of Verein 
fur Hohlenkunde in Salzburg in 1911. According to his 
wish his mortal remains were placed to Eisriesenwelt in 
1925.

MULLER, Friedrich (Kassel. Hessen, 29.11.1842 -  
Triest, 20.1.1919): technician, speleologist, foundation 
member of Kustenland Caving Section in Triest in 1883. 
With A. Hanke and J. Marinitsch he explored the Dinaric 
caves, in particular the Reka course from 1883.

NAGEL, Joseph Anton (Rittberg, Westphalia, 
3.2.1717 -  1800): German mathematician, speleologist. 
He became attached to the Austrian Court and accompa-
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nied the Emperor to Krain’s caves. In Austria he investi
gated the Geldloch and Drachenloch (1747), explored 
Adelsberger Grotte. Planina Cave, Crna jama in Krain 
(1748), visited and described three Moravian caves: 
Macocha, Sloup, Cisarska (1748). He made the first plan 
of Adelsberger Grotte and other caves of Carniola (1748).

NYARY Jen6 (Bagonya, 29.2.1836 -  Piliny, 
29.6.1914): Hungarian archaeologist. He made excava
tions in Baradla Cave 1876-77. His main work: Az 
aggteleki barlang mint oskori temeto. (The Aggtelek Cave 
as a prehistoric cemetery) Budapest, 1881.

PENCK, Albrecht (Leipzig, 25.9.1858 -  Prague, 
7.3.1945): German geographer, professor in Vienna in 
1885, follower Prof. F. von Richthofen at Berlin University 
1906-26. He was one of the most outstanding scientists 
on geomorphology, studying the Dinaric karst phenome
na too. His early works on karst: Geomorphologische 
Studien aus der Hercegovina. Z. Deut. Osterreich. Alpen- 
ver., 1900; Uber Karstphanomen. 1904.

PERKO, Ivan Andrej, PERCO. G.A. (Volosca [Volos- 
ko], Istra [Istria] 14.11.1876 -  Triest, 17.4.1941): spele
ologist. He was a student of L. K. Moser, explored more 
than 100 unknown caves in Dinaric karst, became secre
tary of Cave Research Commission in Triest (1909), later 
director of Postumia Cave (Postojnska jama). He 
launched the establishment of the first biospeleological 
station in the world and a speleological museum.

PETfeNYI Salamon Ja-
nos (Abelova, 30.7.1799 -  
Pest, 5.10.1855): Hungarian 
ornithologist, paleontologist, 
who surveyed and described 
many caves in Bihar Moun
tains (Transylvania) in 1854.

RACOVITZA, Emile G. (Iasi, 15.11.1868 -  Cluj, 
19.11.1947) Rumanian zoologist, one of the founders of 
biospeology. He organized the Speological Institute in 
Cluj in 1920. His principal work: Essai sur les problbmes 
biospbologiques. 1907, Paris.

RAISZ Keresztely (Toporc, 1766 -  Kortvblyes, 
13.8.1849): Hungarian surveyor in Gbmor county. He 
surveyed the Baradla Cave (Aggtelek) in 1801. (Topo- 
graphische Beschreibung der im Gomorer Komitate bey 
dem Dorfe Agtelek befindlicher Hohle Baradla. In: Bre- 
detzky S.: Neue Beytrage zur Topographie und Statistik 
des Konigreichs Ungarn. Vienna, Triest. 1807.)

REICHENBACH, Karl (Stuttgart, 12.4.1788 -  Leipzig, 
19. 1. 1869): polyhistor, technician, inventor. He was a 
friend of count Hugo Salm, the holder of the domain in 
Moravian Karst, and director of his factories (1821 -1840). 
He completed the first geological map of Blansko (1834), 
executed the first levelling measurements in the Moravian 
Karst. His main work: Geologische Mitteilungen aus 
Mahren. (Wien, 1834).

RICHTER, Eduard (Mannesdorf a. Leithagebirge, 
3.10.1847 -  Graz, 6.2.1905): Austrian geographer, a 
member of the “Viennese or Penck's morphologic 
school". He studied the glaciers of Alps and the morphol
ogy of high mountains, as well as the karst phenomena 
of the Dinaric region ("Beitrage zur Landeskunde Bosni- 
ens und der Herzegowina", 1907). From 1886 he was 
professor of geography at the University of Graz.

SALM-REIFFENSCHEIDT, Hugo (Wien, 1 4 1776- 
?): count, member of a Bohemian aristocratic family, 
holder of the domain Rbjec, a great intellectual and 
enlightener, polymath. He explored the Moravian Karst, 
e. g. the descent into the Macocha chasm and penetration 
on the Punkva River in 1808. He took part in the 
establishment of the Moravia-Silesian Francis Museum 
in Brunn (Brno) in 1817.

SARTORY Jbzsef (Koszeg? 1766 -  Szomolnok, 
18.6.1839): Hungarian surveyor, mining engineer. He 
explored the Baradla Cave near Aggtelek and drawed 
the first plan of it in 1794.

SAWICKI, Ludomir (Vienna, 1884 -  Krakow, 1928): 
geographer, a disciple of Penck, follower Davis' theory 
on cyclic evolution. He explored the Dinaric karst, was 
qualified as a lecturer at Krakow University in 1910. His 
early karst work: “Ein Beitrag zum geographischen Zyklus 
im Karst" (Geogr. Zeitschr. XV., 1909).

SCHAFFENRATH, Alois (Laibach, 10.7.1794-Adels- 
berg, 14.9.1836): engineer, cave painter. He was man
ager of the Adelsberger Grotte in the 1820-es, 30-es. 
During this time, he made nice drawings of the cave and 
published them in a guide book by help of Count F. J. H. 
Hohenwart in 1830-32.

SCHMIDL, Adolf (Konigswart, Bohemia, 18.5.1802 -  
Buda, 20.11.1863): professor of geography in Vienna 

(1847), Buda (1857). “Fa
ther of modern speleology" 
(J. Cvijib). He explored the 
caves of Carniola (Krain) in 
1850-56, then Baradla and 
Szilice caves (1858), the 
karst in Bihar Mountains 
(1858-62), Abaliget Cave 
(1863) etc. His principal 
works: Die Hohlen und Grot- 

ten von Adelsberg, Lueg, Planina und Laas. Vienna, 
1854; Die Baradla-Hohle bei Aggtelek und die Lednice- 
Eishohle bei Szilitze im Gomorer Comitate Ungarns. 
Vienna, 1856; Die osterreichischen Hohlen. Vienna, 
1858; Das Bihar-Gebirge an der Grenze von Ungarn und 
Siebenburgen. Vienna. 1863; Die Abaligeter Hohle. 
Vienna, 1863.

SCHMIDT Ferdinand (Sopron, 20.2.1791 -  Laibach, 
16.2.1878): Hungarian merchant, naturalist, who lived in 
Laibach from 1814, surveyed the caves of Carniola 
(Krain) and made collection of cave animals. His principal 
work: Systematisches Verzeichniss der in der Provinz 
Krain vorkommenden Land-Susswasser-Conchylien, mit 
Angabe der Fundorte. Laibach, 1847.

128



SIEGMETH Kdroly (Znaim, Moravia, 11.17.1845 -  
Munkbcs, 21.4.1912): railway engineer, cave explorer.

He became the first presi
dent of the Hungarian Spele
ological Commission in 
1910, published several pa
pers on caves and compiled 
the first bibliography of Hun
garian caves.

STASZIC, Stanislaw (Pila, 6.11.1755 -  Warshaw. 
20.1.1826): Polish geologist. He travelled in Hungary in 

1799, visited the Baradla, 
Dembnyfalva and some 
Transylvanian caves. He 
prepared a geological map 
of Hungary and published in 
Poland. (O Ziemirodztwie 
Karpatow, i innych gor i row- 
nin Polski. Warshaw. 1815.)

STROMPL G£bor (Nagyszentmih£ly, 12.12.1885 -  
Jassi, 22.8.1945) Hungarian geographer, speleologist. 
He surveyed the caves of Zemplbn county (1910), Abauj- 
Gomor county (1911), Vargyas canyon in Transylvania 
(1912).

these: Die EhredesHertzogthums Crain (Laybach, 1689) 
mentioned many caves of Carniolan karst.

VASS Imre (Rozsnyb. 4 6.1795 -  Sbrospatak, 
20.3.1863): Hungarian surveyor in Gomor county. He 
discovered and mapped 4.5 km new passages in Baradla 
Cave (Aggtelek) in 1825, and published the first scientific

description of the whole cave in Hungarian and German. 
(Neue Beschreibung der Agteleker Hohle des Gbmorer 
Comitates in Ungarn. sammtGrundriss, Durchschnitt und 
Situations-Plan. Pest, 1831.)

TERZAGHI, Karl Anton (Prague, 2.10.1883 -  Cam
bridge. Mass. 25.10.1963): geologist, engineer. On be
half of the Hungarian Geological Institute he investigated 
the Croatian karst around Buccari, Lika, Draga Valley 
and Gacko polje in 1909-10. He became professor in 
Istambul, Vienna (1929), Cambridge (Mass ). He is the 
founder of the science of soil mechanics. His principal 
work on Dinaric karst: Beitrage zur Hydrographie und 
Morphologie des kroatischen Karstes. Mitt. Jahr. Kgl. 
Ungar. Reichsanstalt. Budapest, 1913.

TORMA Zsbfia (Csicsbkeresztur, 1840 -  Szbszvbros. 
14.11.1899) archaeologist, the first Hungarian woman 
cave explorer. Her main work: A nbndori barlangcsopor- 
tozat (Cave groups of Nbndor). In: Erdblyi Muzeum, VII. 
Kolozsvbr, 1880.

TOWNSON, Robert (7-1799): English traveller and 
mineralogist. In 1793 he made a journey through Hun
gary, on account of which he published in 1797 under 
the title “Travels in Hungary" (London). He gave a 
description on several caves.

VALVASOR, Johann 
Weichard, Weikhard (Lai
bach, 28.5.1641 -Gurkfeld. 
Unterkrain. 19.9.1693): 
Austrian baron, polyhistor. 
He travelled through Ger
many, Italy, France, North- 
Africa. and published more 
books, which have valuable 
source materials. One of

VIGSIUS, Martin Alexander, Vichs (Lublice, Silesia, 
? -  Saratice, 14.2.1689): German friar from the monas
tery in Zbbrdovice near Brunn (Brno). He published in 
1663 the book “Vallis Baptismi alias Kyriteinensis". In this 
religious work he described also the Moravian Karst, its 
caves and other karst phenomena (Vypustek Cave, 
Vokounka chasm, Macocha chasm, etc ).

WANKEL, Jindrich (Prague. 15. 7. 1821 -  Blansko. 
5. 4 1897): Moravian physician, speleologist, archaeolo
gist (called “Father of the Moravian prehistory"). He was 
the first systematic research worker in the Moravian 
Karst, who explored and documented almost all important 
caves. He obtained an immense quantity of paleontologi
cal and archaeological materials. He discovered in 1871 
the famous “Burial of the Hallstatt Magnate’ in the Byci 
skbla cave.

WERNHER Gybrgy, Georg Wernher. Georgius Wern- 
herus (? -  1567): court councillor of Ferdinand I. Hun
garian king in Pozsony. He investigated the Hungary’s 
mineral waters and thermal springs, mentioned caves in 
his work “De Admirandis Hungariae" and described the 
intermittent Cerknica lake (Lacus ad Cirknitz) with a map 
in 1549 (1551).

Compiled Denes Baldzs
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