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DATE RECORD ON THE HISTORY
OF HUNGARIAN SPELEOLOGICAL RESEARCH

1037 Date of issue of a written document recording
the name of Odvasko —the first Hungarian
name of speleological implication ever re
corded.
1549 Date of issue of G. Werner’s work the
first record on the Aggtelek Cave.
1719 Gyorgy Buchholtz prepares a longitudinal
section of the Demenyfalvi Cave. (The first
cave profile ever made in Hungary, according
to present-day knowledge.)
1725 F. E. Bruckmann publishes a report on the
“Dragon Caves” of Lipto County. (The
alleged dragon bones found in them w'ere
later identified with the remnants of cave
bear.)
1723 -1735 Matyas Bel describes numerous Hun
garian caves in his Latin language work.
1768 Jozsef Mattenheim, a miller, discovers a
cave, today’s Abaliget Cave, while penetrating
into a spring in the Mecsek Mountains.
1774 Hlek Nedetzky describes the Funaca Cave in
Transylvania, already relying on his own
experiences.
1794 Mining-engineer Jozsef Sartory maps the
first part of the Aggtelek Cave. (His work
is the first engineer-made planimetric map
ever made of a cave in Hungary.)
1801 Keresztely Raisz, an engineer of Gomor
County, surveys Aggtelek’s Baradla Cave and
prepares a layout, a plan and a longitudinal
section of it. These are published in 1807
together with a German language description
of the cave.
1819 Vince Kolesy explores, surveys and describes
in detail the Abaliget Cave. His work is
published the following year in the Tudomanyos Gyujtemeny (Scientific Collection).
1825 (1 June) Imre Vass, an engineer of Gomor
County, discovers that part of the Aggtelek
Cave situated beyond the Vaskapu (Iron

Gate). He resurveys the cave widened this
way and gives a monographic description of
it, published in both Hungarian and German:
the first bilingual monograph ever published
on a cave.
1869 Geologist Jozsef Szabo carries out research
in the Agasvar Cave: the largest of the
Hungarian caves of nonkarstic origin up to
date.
1876 Jeno Nyary undertakes large-scale archeo
logical excavations in the Baradla Cave.
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Sartory's map o f the Aggtelek (Baradla) Cave,
from 1794
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1882 At Balatonfiired in the course of quarrying
at the foot of Mt. Tamas people find a cave
presently known as Loczy Cave.
1884 J. Chalupny, parson of Abaliget, has the
Abaliget Cave developed and made suitable
for being visited by tourists.
1891 At Miskolc, during house foundation works,
people find stone implements in which Otto
Herman recognizes at once the tools used by
Ice Age man. The discussion about these
finds gives an impetus to subsequent, very
successful paleoarcheological excavations in
caves.
1900 Antal Koch publishes a review on Hungary's
fossil vertebrate remnants and localities,
including hosts of famous caves.
1902 In Tapolca village speleologists find a cave
opening and, traversing it by crawling, they
discover the first rooms of what is called
Tavas Cave today.
1904 (23 June) Pal Kornel Scholtz and Janos Bagyura, while examining the cavities of the
Palvolgy quarry in Budapest, discover today’s
Palvolgy Cave.

1906 (14 November) Ottokar Kadic begins his
large-scale excavations in the Szeleta Cave.
1910 (5 January) At the meeting of the Board of
Fleeted Officers of the Hungarian Geological
Society, Lajos Loczy submits a proposal on
the formation of a Commission on Speleology.
1911 (August) At the International Archeological
Congress in Tubingen, Ottokar Kadic con
vinces the specialists that the Paleolithic
artifacts found in the Szeleta Cave are true
and thus he creates the basis for the inter
national reputation of Hungarian speleoarcheological research.
1913 (20 February) The Commission on Speleology
of the Hungarian Geological Society becomes
an independent section and starts with issuing
the “ Barlangkutatas - Hohlenforschung"
a
bilingual periodical of its own.
1914 (27 December) Otto Herman, the first hono
rary member of the Speleological Section of
the Hungarian Geological Society, the founder
of Hungarian paleoanthropology, the iniciator
of speleological excavations and the last
Hungarian polymath, dies at 79 years of age

The map o f Baradla Cave and its surroundings, surveyed by K. Raisz, from 1801
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(The Hungarian Speleological Society has
instituted a memorial medal dedicated to
him.)
Year of publication of a bibliography of
references concerning the Hungarian caves
compiled by Henrik Horusitzky, the first
systematized Hungarian bibliography of this
kind.
(20 February) Date of founding of an inde
pendent Hungarian Speleological Society
including the members of the Commission on
Speleology of the Hungarian Geological
Society, cave-exploring tourists and all people
interested at large. This Society continues the
publishing of the periodical “ Barlangkutatas"
(Speleological Research) and institutes a new
popularizing serial the “ Barlangvilag” (Cave
World), too. (The Society and its two periodi
cals ceased at the end of the Second World
War.)
(14 15 September) An international meeting
of German and Hungarian speleologists is
held in Hungary. First penetration into the
deepest Hungarian karst shafts.
The Josvafo exit from the Baradla Cave is
completed on the basis of measurements and
design by chief engineer Peter Kaffka. Thus
the cave can be traversed over its total length
without the need for returning to its entrance
at Aggtelek.
(20 September) In the course of levelling the
ground on the plot of a pharmacist on Szemlo
Hill in Buda people find a cavern: the first
portion of today's Szemlo-hegy Cave ex
plored by Hubert Kessler.

Prof. Endre Dudich, founder o f the Hungarian
biospeleological research

Dr. Ottokdr Kadic, founder o f the Hungarian
speleological research

1932 (21 August) Hubert Kessler and his com
panion penetrate from the Aggtelek Cave via
the streambed of the underground river Styx
into the Domica Cave, Slovakia, thus evi
dencing the existence of a passable communi
cation between the two caves.
1932 Date of publication, in German, of Endre
Dudich’s great monograph on the biology of
the Aggtelek Cave: a pioneering work even
when considered on the international scale.
1935 (17 August) The Varbarlang (Castle Cave) and
the relevant Barlangmuzeum (Cave Museum)
are opened in Buda.
1952 (20 March) A special meeting on karsts is
organized by the Geography Department of
Budapest's Eotvos Lorand University, under
the direction of Professor Bela Bulla.
1952 (4 August) Laszlo Jakucs and his colleagues
penetrate into the Felfedezo (Explorator)
branch of the Beke Cave. This is the first,
theoretically founded, purposeful cave ex
ploration and development ever undertaken
in Hungary.
1954 (31 August) Speleologists of the Budapest
Technical University led by Laszlo Maucha
succeed in penetrating into the first cavern of
the cave named after Imre Vass. The main
branch cannot be opened until a blasting is
carried out on 18 August, 1955, when the
total length of the cave is increased to 1 km.
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1954 (14 November) Afler several months of hard
work, Denes Balazs and his companions,
penetrate into the exploratory branch of the
Szabadsag Cave at Egerszog, thus opening
the way to the stalactitic cave of 2717 m
length.
1956 (9 February) The exploratory adit driven by
the staff of the Research Institute of Water
Resources Development reaches the cavern
system of a cave which is subsequently named
afler Lajos Kossuth—a cave whose existence
was theoretically predetermined by Hubert
Kessler and Laszlo Jakucs.
1957 (27 February) Dr. Ottokar Kadic, professor
of university and founder of scientific research
in Hungarian speleology, dies at the age of 81.
In the first four decades of this century he
was the brain of Hungarian speleological
research, the promoter of this Society's life,
and the editor of both periodicals, etc. (The
Hungarian Speleological Society has instituted
a memorial medal dedicated to his name.)
1957 (28 February) Laszlo Jakucs and his associates
discover the first stretch of the Baradla-Also
(Baradla-Lower) Cave.
1957 (10 November) Upon initiative and under
direction of Professor Ferenc Papp a research
station is established at Josvafo, close to the
Vass Imre Cave by Budapest’s University of
Construction Engineering, Communications
and Polytechnics. (The station is later taken
over and widened by the Research Institute
of Water Resources Development. For good
two decades now this has been an important
centre of scientific speleological research in
Hungary.)
1958 (12 December) The Hungarian Speleological
Society is re-founded in subordination to
the Ministry of Heavy Industries and with
this act the Hungarian speleology has again
a centralized social body of its own.
1959 (14 May) A cave-bath is opened in the warm
waters of the Tavas Cave at Miskolctapolca.
1959 A sanatorium for the treatment of people
suffering from illnesses of respiratory organs
is instituted in the Beke Cave at Josvafo.
1960 A Speleobiological Laboratory is established
in the Aggtelek Cave under the direction of
Professor Endre Dudich.
1961 (1 9 January) Divers traverse by swimming a
subaquatic gallery system of 300 m length in
the Tavas Cave of Tapolca. They turn the
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first motion picture on cave diving ever made
in Hungary.
(6 August) Led by Gyorgy Denes, caveexplorers of the Voros Meteor Society of
Nature-Lovers succeed in penetrating into the
big cave system of Also-hegy which has
been searched for several years and which
they name the Meteor Cave. (This cave hides
one of the biggest cave rooms of Hungary:
the so-called Hall of Titans nearly 100 m long.)
(24 December) A new nature conservancy
law is adopted, according to which all Hun
garian caves are to be conserved.
Date of issue of the first two numbers of
the periodical Karszt-es Barlangkutato (Karstology and Speleology) provided with a
coloured cover and hosts of pictures. [Carrying
the name Karszt es Barlang (Karst and Cave),
this richly illustrated magazine has become
the most diversified representative of the
Hungarian speleology.]
(9 June) Explorers of the Letrasteto Cave in
the Biikk Mountains reach the main branch,
thus increasing the length of the cave to
2 km.
(12 —27 June) An expedition organized for
the continued exploration of the Vecsembiikk
Shaft reaches, under the direction of Istvan
Szenthe, down to 245 m depth, thus exploring
the deepest cave of Hungary.
(5 February). Professor Endre Dudich, ho
norary chairman of the Hungarian Speleo
logical Society, dies at 76 years of age.
(27 September to 1 October) An Inter
national Symposium of Speleo-Therapy is
organized in Budapest by the Hungarian
Speleological Society (H. Kessler).
(3 4 September) An International Symposium
on Karst and Climate is held at Pecs.
(8 May) The National Nature Conservancy
Office establishes a Speleological Institute.
(26—29 August) The Hungarian Speleological
Society organizes an international conference
labelled “Baradla 150” which is mainly con
cerned with the conservation of the natural
values of caves.
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