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How to go on, Károly Kós Association?
Why am I the member 
of the Association?

In order to draw the answer I must go 
back to the beginning. For me it 
means the late 1980-s.

We are in Csenger having a conver-
sation with uncombed, beared but 
extremely brilliant young architects 
and their leader, Imre Makovecz. We 
are trying to visualize the future insti-
tutional buildings in the town center. 
Two years pass by and we are off to 
start the construction. The services 
building is  built; the school and the 
community centre, a kitchen with a 
dining room, the sports hall, house of 
health, then the townhall. Makovecz 
and his students, Menyus, Tészta, Siki, 
Göndör, Tibi Heil, Laci Vince and the 
others regularly come to see us. We 
cope with all the problems  emerging 
during the  construction. We are in our 
early twenties. Today—due to the 
public procurement law and lack of 
capital—there ’s no chance to build 
such big houses.

We all are glad to see the phenom-
ena (the constructed houses) that was 
born from the thought-fertilised ma-
terial. Then all of a sudden the impetus 
is over. Makovecz comes to see us less 
and less, Menyus is the one out of the 
guys who rarely comes to Csenger. I 
feel emptiness around me, I can real-
ize just now how big energy they gave 
me. I’ m reading Steiner’s writings, The 
Szabad Gondolat and the Országépítő, 
but I’m missing the personal contact, 
the productive conversations, the at-
mosphere full of energy. Then came 
the chance to become member of the 
Association.

For me it is a high day to gather with 
you and it was an adventure to meet 
Imre. Each and every time I gain en-
ergy by you.

Once it happened that Makovecz 
held a training on organic architecture 
for architects from our county. I at-
tended it too. Imre recognized me and 
when he started talking about the 
works in Csenger, he called me out: 

”Come on, my son, continue, you know 
it better than me…” 

My frst thought was ”Imre, no, it is 
completely impossible”, than the sec-
ond: ”Don’t be scared, be happy that 
Makovecz called you and gave you a 
chance.” As he educated and rose us 
up providing  opportunities. 

I related a few experiences lived 
during the costruction. I  talked about 
how houses grow up from mud. Not 
that much about laying the founda-
tions or bond, not even about timber-
ing technics, but how we learnt to 
think during the process of building 
houses, how we became creative 
personalities having experienced suc-
cess and failure. I also talked about the 
capacity of a team which became a 
union, that’s why I’m a member of it.

What do you wish to do for the goals of 
the union?

Every good thing created by human 
is born twice, first the thought comes, 
than it becomes real from the mate-
rial in the physical world. The two 
things don’t exist without each other 
and let’s not change the order. So to 
say „the theory stays sterile without 
practice, but practice is completely use
less in the lack of  theory”.

That’s why I try to put  the thoughts 
born on the bases of Steiner’s philoso-

phy, which is overtaken by the percep-
tion, observation with all our senses 
into practice. 

Anytime I have the chance I receive 
a wanderer and I give him an imple-
mentation task.

Only who treads the muddy moth-
er Earth too and think together with 
the working craftsmen building the 
house can design a good house later. 
Since a good house is born indeed, it 
comes to earth with the power of 
thought, not just building material 
piled up. It needs cement, bricks and 
wood, also the power of the machines 
and the money to purchase them, but 
all these are only means, the thought 
is most important.

Money is the lowest level of motiva-
tion. People desire for more, they want 
to create, to be glad, to prove, to be 
free, to experience success. What 
makes a being human? The fact that 
he or she can work? I don’t think so… 
a horse or a donkey works too. What 
then? The self-awareness, I am aware 
of my own existence, I am aware of my 
duties, my rights, my responsibility. A 
good house comes into being only in 
case when all the participants of the 
construction think this way.

We can only make artistic thoughts 
happen, if we are aware of the laws of 
nature, as we need to build of mud, 
stone, wood and all kinds of mineral 
derivatives onwards too. To do that 
one needs to know nature, one must 
walk in forests, waters and hills.

In Csenger on the bank of  Szamos 
river we have created a boathouse 
with a camping and cooking place. 
Every member of the Association is 
welcome here, in case they want to 
recreate with the power of nature. The 
river and the forest located in the 
drainage area charm the visitors with 
its varied outfit and different scents 
according to the seasons .Some of the 
wanderers have already gained a bit 
of experience of it.Rowing ,hiking and 
biking by day,singing and chatting 
around the bonfire even about Stein-
er’s philosophy.
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