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The intellectual heritage of Imre Ma-
kovecz must be realized in the 21st 
century. The last century starting in 
1914 left Hungary in blood, sweat and 
tears of the inner and outer peripheries. 
The Master did not want to accept this 
and established a free university, sent 
his students on their way towards the 
country they shall build on the princi-
ples of intellectual independence and 
the regions beyond the borders to-
wards cultural autonomy. It was a di-
rection which proved to be a success-
ful one for the Swiss historical inde-
pendent institutions for more than a 
hundred years. The 50 year old au-
tonomy of South Tirol can serve as a 
good example in the Carpathian Basin. 
In the present political and eco nomic 
condition our intellectual independ-
ence can be achieved by effective free 
universities. There is an essential need 
for financially well-supported research 
universities and research centres 
which reach beyond the boundaries 
and ready to challenge social taboos: 
the support of the peripheries can 
happen by attributing a new role to 
architecture and urbanism. The power-
less centre can gain energy from here. 
The Swiss example mentioned below 
might highlight the process. The Swiss 
social debate states: their mythical 
centres of freedom brimming with 
energy can be found in the peripheries. 

Our intellectual elite with Makovecz 
and his circle in the ‘60-s made an at-

tempt to achieve independence for 
art and architecture. The centre on 
power back then brushed off that ini-
tiation. “…Hungarian classic avant-
garde could have continued without 
western influence if … the architec-
ture of motion studies had been suc-
cessfully connected to Rudolf Lábán’s 
modern dance notation and Zoltán 
Kodály’s visualized music based on 
gestures as Rudolf Steiner’s anthrop-
sophy with eurythmy. However, the 
beginning gave even more to the 
Hungarian organic architecture. These 
‘signs’ became hierophanies in the 
rebirth/renaissance of the sanctity of 
anthropomorph space”—I wrote a 
year ago into the obituary entitled “The 
Testament of Imre Makovecz” (1). This 
genre is rather retrospective but a 
testa ment is a warning to the succes-
sors which guides them in the future.”… 
His position labelled as ‘tolerated’ in 
the artistic (not the political) sense of 
the word helped him to keep ‘his en-
ergetic, young spirit’ both as a creator 
and a public figure—claims the move-
ment organized by the circle around 
Lechner, the Technical University Youth, 
students of Kós and Jánszky. Further-
more, “he could stay even younger 
than the youth around him” as he was 
able to add to their findigs the novum 
of the 20th century cultural history. (…) 
In his pieces and teaching he always 
thought in the context of ‘wholeness’, 
that is, he was always ready to open 

towards higher spheres ‘of intellect in 
order to ‘heal the wounds of the world 
with his social architecture’ (2) á la Jo-
sef Beuys ‘social plasticity’.” I would like 
to take this idea as a point of depar-
ture when I consider possible acts in 
the future. The construction of com-
munity houses in the villages started 
off from here in the ‘70-s and ‘80-s. Imre 
Makovecz (in parallel with folk music 
and folk dance movements) elevated 
the folk architectural traditions stig-
matized as primitive, but anachronis-
tic at least from passivity and ground-
ed the building of these houses on the 
region’s self-sufficiency. The Master 
realized the social force residing in the 
building sources of the investors   ‘be-
yond the border’ and applied his dra-
maturgy all over the lands of the his-
torical country. Naturally, this process 
culminated much slower than non-
governmental institutions in its ser-
vice: the free school of Kós Károly As-
sociation, the Wandering School, and 
for those who had been educated 
there, the movement of main archi-
tects. This was a real success to record 
on the 10th jubilee of Kós Károly Asso-
ciation to Miklós Kampis, László Zsig-
mond, László Sáros, Attila Ertsey of 
János Gerle (3). 

Attila Ertsey in the published jubilee 
volume described the stages of open-
ing a Free University: the activity of the 
Free Educational Forum of the Károly 
Kós Association, and the further edu-
cation offered by the coop eration in 
regional development between the 
Deparment of Economy at the Faculty 
of Law and Political Sciences at Péter 
Pázmány Catholic University of that 
time. He wanted to free the future 
institution from all governmental, mo-
nopolistic roles and economic de-
pendence. The character, new struc-
ture, law of the cultural institution to-
gether with a transformed taxation 
system which ensures independent 
financial status is still set as a norm to 
achieve. But is it efficient enough?

In my opinion, we arrived at a turn-
ing point: in the last 15 years, the join 
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of Hungary and the succession states 
of Trianon to the EU, the present Eu-
ropean moral and economic crisis 
requires middle-distance goals to 
maintain the education initiated by 
Imre Makovecz and Pál Beke. But to 
achieve that, architecture must facili-
tate a paradigm shift in which a new 
configuration of relations can thrive - 
with the masses, a close circle of pro-
fessionals and the prominent players 
of the economy. 

Today this change in attitude to-
wards issues of regional development 
and the role of architecture can be 
realized in the frame of state financed 
education. Namely: the BME (Techni-
cal University of Budapest)—as one 
of the pointed research universities—
should design an architectural educa-
tion on the interdisciplinary principles 
of a so called metascience, reaching 
beyond the scope of politics, humani-
ties, or the present axioms of nuclear 
physics. With a powerful and confi-
dent performance it shall try to change 
the course of humanity rushing into 
an ecological catastrophe, food-sup-
ply crisis—it shall try to avoid this, at 
least here. The Technological Univer-
sity at such a rank could operate sub-
sidiary laboratories (research depart-
ments and  studio laboratories) in the 
centres such as the Science Uni versi-
ties of Debrecen, Miskolc, Szeged or 
Pécs maintaining closer connections 
with higher education institutions 
‘beyond the border’.                   

As an example, I offer the recent re-
search of the ETH Studio Basel and the 
social debate it generated. I draw upon 
an excellent article (4) by Domokos 
Wettstein, expanding the scope to-
wards a possible interpretation of the 
situation in the Carpathian Basin.

Professors of the ETH Studio, R. Di-
ener, J. Herzog, P. de Meuron and M. 
Meili analyse future challenges of their 
country and contemporary architec-
ture. They attribute key role to identity 
formation of the suburban, periphe-
rial residences and regions. Out of the 
architects/scientists listed above, 

Meili claims that Swiss autonomy 
questioned in the process of urban 
development originated from the 
Swiss identity. Hence, it is a necesarilly 
concomittant feature of progress. Ac-
cording to Gion A. Caminada on the 
contrary: he sees dependence and the 
loss of sovereignty in the violent pro-
cess of urbanism. In the background 
the multilayered (residential commu-
nity, canton and state confederacy), 
neutral Swiss autonomy based on 

“stra tegic resistance” is in growing 
contradiction with the more an more 
influential global trends. The Basel-
Genf region has been strengthening 
the London-Paris-Hamburg-Munich-
Milan pentagon and pulls several 
other Swiss areas to the periphery. 
Disputing the rightness of this process 
Wettstein’s study evokes Karl Popper’s 
famous essay entitled “Freedom and 
Democracy”(5): We know but little 
about the settlement history of the 
French, Austrian, Swiss Alps (…) How-
ever, it might be useful to ponder on 
the fact that these people who lived 
on farming, withdrew into the forlorn, 
inaccessible dales (…) Most probably 
these people went into the mountains 
because they preferred the life in the 
wilderness to the threat and tyranny 
of their neighbours. They chose free-
dom. (…) They learned that one must 
fight for freedom even though the 
chances for success are small.” (See: 
the role of Transylvania in maintaining 
the autonomy of Hungary, protection 
of religious freedom under the Otto-
man occupation). Karl Popper’s analy-
sis can be applied to the historical 
Hungary’s annals as well as to our 
present condition. Whereas in the 
Swiss debate Mittelland with the ar-
chaic middle cantons (Uri, Schwyz, 
Unterwalden) and Bern lost signifi-
cance, in our case the Crapathians cut 
off by Trianon form the “mytical centre” 
(terminus technicus in the Swiss de-
bate).

The provocative question in Switzer-
land is the following: “the mythical 
centre today is no more than fallow 

land?” The pragmatic answer is dis-
puted, whether they have the right to 
maintain the traditional image of 
Switzerland by artificial means. Her-
zog and his circle created a “garage 
laboratory” years ago, in 1999, which 
carried out independent researches. 
Because, according to them, students 
get lost in impersonal university struc-
tures, where education is too project-
oriented and there is no room for 
discussion, consultation, studying 
more complex problem relations. But 
after five years, in 2003 the ETH Studio 
Basel functioned with university back-
ground. The parallel is obvious with 
the Wandering School of Károly Kós 
Association, even though opinions do 
not overlap. Personality seems to be 
unavoidable in the debate: Herzog 
and his group of global star architects 

—perhaps motivated by some self-
critical attitude—embarked on the 
studying the periphery and urbanism. 
(They had not been aware of the edu-
cation experiment of the KKE, ad so 
they refer to Dutch predecessors and 
ecological researches of MVRDV).

In my reading Studio Basel draws 
the conclusion that in the process of 
urban merging no local subcentres 
should remain, the sustaining “Alpin 
fallow lands” (the label is consciously 
provocative) have no perspective. 
They even claim these lands “should 
be given back to nature.” This pro-
vocative intention bred seminal poli-
logue in the Swiss media but apart 
from the reply of Gion A. Caminada 
(professor of ETH, Zürich), there has 
not been any other scientific reaction. 
He reinforced by publishing his mani-
festo, “Nine Theses for Strengthening 
the Periphery” and by organizing an 
exhibition and conference in Meran, 
South Tirol (formerly Austrian now 
Italian region—see again Transylvania, 
Upper Hungary or the Vajdaság) all 
three years before the economic world 
crisis in which Switzerland do not 
seem to play the looser party at all). 
Domokos Wettstein quotes Gion A. 
Caminada’s opinion on the power of 
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The intellectual heritage of Imre Ma-
kovecz must be realized in the 21st 
century. The last century starting in 
1914 left Hungary in blood, sweat and 
tears of the inner and outer peripheries. 
The Master did not want to accept this 
and established a free university, sent 
his students on their way towards the 
country they shall build on the princi-
ples of intellectual independence and 
the regions beyond the borders to-
wards cultural autonomy. It was a di-
rection which proved to be a success-
ful one for the Swiss historical inde-
pendent institutions for more than a 
hundred years. The 50 year old au-
tonomy of South Tirol can serve as a 
good example in the Carpathian Basin. 
In the present political and eco nomic 
condition our intellectual independ-
ence can be achieved by effective free 
universities. There is an essential need 
for financially well-supported research 
universities and research centres 
which reach beyond the boundaries 
and ready to challenge social taboos: 
the support of the peripheries can 
happen by attributing a new role to 
architecture and urbanism. The power-
less centre can gain energy from here. 
The Swiss example mentioned below 
might highlight the process. The Swiss 
social debate states: their mythical 
centres of freedom brimming with 
energy can be found in the peripheries. 

Our intellectual elite with Makovecz 
and his circle in the ‘60-s made an at-

tempt to achieve independence for 
art and architecture. The centre on 
power back then brushed off that ini-
tiation. “…Hungarian classic avant-
garde could have continued without 
western influence if … the architec-
ture of motion studies had been suc-
cessfully connected to Rudolf Lábán’s 
modern dance notation and Zoltán 
Kodály’s visualized music based on 
gestures as Rudolf Steiner’s anthrop-
sophy with eurythmy. However, the 
beginning gave even more to the 
Hungarian organic architecture. These 
‘signs’ became hierophanies in the 
rebirth/renaissance of the sanctity of 
anthropomorph space”—I wrote a 
year ago into the obituary entitled “The 
Testament of Imre Makovecz” (1). This 
genre is rather retrospective but a 
testa ment is a warning to the succes-
sors which guides them in the future.”… 
His position labelled as ‘tolerated’ in 
the artistic (not the political) sense of 
the word helped him to keep ‘his en-
ergetic, young spirit’ both as a creator 
and a public figure—claims the move-
ment organized by the circle around 
Lechner, the Technical University Youth, 
students of Kós and Jánszky. Further-
more, “he could stay even younger 
than the youth around him” as he was 
able to add to their findigs the novum 
of the 20th century cultural history. (…) 
In his pieces and teaching he always 
thought in the context of ‘wholeness’, 
that is, he was always ready to open 

towards higher spheres ‘of intellect in 
order to ‘heal the wounds of the world 
with his social architecture’ (2) á la Jo-
sef Beuys ‘social plasticity’.” I would like 
to take this idea as a point of depar-
ture when I consider possible acts in 
the future. The construction of com-
munity houses in the villages started 
off from here in the ‘70-s and ‘80-s. Imre 
Makovecz (in parallel with folk music 
and folk dance movements) elevated 
the folk architectural traditions stig-
matized as primitive, but anachronis-
tic at least from passivity and ground-
ed the building of these houses on the 
region’s self-sufficiency. The Master 
realized the social force residing in the 
building sources of the investors   ‘be-
yond the border’ and applied his dra-
maturgy all over the lands of the his-
torical country. Naturally, this process 
culminated much slower than non-
governmental institutions in its ser-
vice: the free school of Kós Károly As-
sociation, the Wandering School, and 
for those who had been educated 
there, the movement of main archi-
tects. This was a real success to record 
on the 10th jubilee of Kós Károly Asso-
ciation to Miklós Kampis, László Zsig-
mond, László Sáros, Attila Ertsey of 
János Gerle (3). 

Attila Ertsey in the published jubilee 
volume described the stages of open-
ing a Free University: the activity of the 
Free Educational Forum of the Károly 
Kós Association, and the further edu-
cation offered by the coop eration in 
regional development between the 
Deparment of Economy at the Faculty 
of Law and Political Sciences at Péter 
Pázmány Catholic University of that 
time. He wanted to free the future 
institution from all governmental, mo-
nopolistic roles and economic de-
pendence. The character, new struc-
ture, law of the cultural institution to-
gether with a transformed taxation 
system which ensures independent 
financial status is still set as a norm to 
achieve. But is it efficient enough?

In my opinion, we arrived at a turn-
ing point: in the last 15 years, the join 
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of Hungary and the succession states 
of Trianon to the EU, the present Eu-
ropean moral and economic crisis 
requires middle-distance goals to 
maintain the education initiated by 
Imre Makovecz and Pál Beke. But to 
achieve that, architecture must facili-
tate a paradigm shift in which a new 
configuration of relations can thrive - 
with the masses, a close circle of pro-
fessionals and the prominent players 
of the economy. 

Today this change in attitude to-
wards issues of regional development 
and the role of architecture can be 
realized in the frame of state financed 
education. Namely: the BME (Techni-
cal University of Budapest)—as one 
of the pointed research universities—
should design an architectural educa-
tion on the interdisciplinary principles 
of a so called metascience, reaching 
beyond the scope of politics, humani-
ties, or the present axioms of nuclear 
physics. With a powerful and confi-
dent performance it shall try to change 
the course of humanity rushing into 
an ecological catastrophe, food-sup-
ply crisis—it shall try to avoid this, at 
least here. The Technological Univer-
sity at such a rank could operate sub-
sidiary laboratories (research depart-
ments and  studio laboratories) in the 
centres such as the Science Uni versi-
ties of Debrecen, Miskolc, Szeged or 
Pécs maintaining closer connections 
with higher education institutions 
‘beyond the border’.                   

As an example, I offer the recent re-
search of the ETH Studio Basel and the 
social debate it generated. I draw upon 
an excellent article (4) by Domokos 
Wettstein, expanding the scope to-
wards a possible interpretation of the 
situation in the Carpathian Basin.

Professors of the ETH Studio, R. Di-
ener, J. Herzog, P. de Meuron and M. 
Meili analyse future challenges of their 
country and contemporary architec-
ture. They attribute key role to identity 
formation of the suburban, periphe-
rial residences and regions. Out of the 
architects/scientists listed above, 

Meili claims that Swiss autonomy 
questioned in the process of urban 
development originated from the 
Swiss identity. Hence, it is a necesarilly 
concomittant feature of progress. Ac-
cording to Gion A. Caminada on the 
contrary: he sees dependence and the 
loss of sovereignty in the violent pro-
cess of urbanism. In the background 
the multilayered (residential commu-
nity, canton and state confederacy), 
neutral Swiss autonomy based on 

“stra tegic resistance” is in growing 
contradiction with the more an more 
influential global trends. The Basel-
Genf region has been strengthening 
the London-Paris-Hamburg-Munich-
Milan pentagon and pulls several 
other Swiss areas to the periphery. 
Disputing the rightness of this process 
Wettstein’s study evokes Karl Popper’s 
famous essay entitled “Freedom and 
Democracy”(5): We know but little 
about the settlement history of the 
French, Austrian, Swiss Alps (…) How-
ever, it might be useful to ponder on 
the fact that these people who lived 
on farming, withdrew into the forlorn, 
inaccessible dales (…) Most probably 
these people went into the mountains 
because they preferred the life in the 
wilderness to the threat and tyranny 
of their neighbours. They chose free-
dom. (…) They learned that one must 
fight for freedom even though the 
chances for success are small.” (See: 
the role of Transylvania in maintaining 
the autonomy of Hungary, protection 
of religious freedom under the Otto-
man occupation). Karl Popper’s analy-
sis can be applied to the historical 
Hungary’s annals as well as to our 
present condition. Whereas in the 
Swiss debate Mittelland with the ar-
chaic middle cantons (Uri, Schwyz, 
Unterwalden) and Bern lost signifi-
cance, in our case the Crapathians cut 
off by Trianon form the “mytical centre” 
(terminus technicus in the Swiss de-
bate).

The provocative question in Switzer-
land is the following: “the mythical 
centre today is no more than fallow 

land?” The pragmatic answer is dis-
puted, whether they have the right to 
maintain the traditional image of 
Switzerland by artificial means. Her-
zog and his circle created a “garage 
laboratory” years ago, in 1999, which 
carried out independent researches. 
Because, according to them, students 
get lost in impersonal university struc-
tures, where education is too project-
oriented and there is no room for 
discussion, consultation, studying 
more complex problem relations. But 
after five years, in 2003 the ETH Studio 
Basel functioned with university back-
ground. The parallel is obvious with 
the Wandering School of Károly Kós 
Association, even though opinions do 
not overlap. Personality seems to be 
unavoidable in the debate: Herzog 
and his group of global star architects 

—perhaps motivated by some self-
critical attitude—embarked on the 
studying the periphery and urbanism. 
(They had not been aware of the edu-
cation experiment of the KKE, ad so 
they refer to Dutch predecessors and 
ecological researches of MVRDV).

In my reading Studio Basel draws 
the conclusion that in the process of 
urban merging no local subcentres 
should remain, the sustaining “Alpin 
fallow lands” (the label is consciously 
provocative) have no perspective. 
They even claim these lands “should 
be given back to nature.” This pro-
vocative intention bred seminal poli-
logue in the Swiss media but apart 
from the reply of Gion A. Caminada 
(professor of ETH, Zürich), there has 
not been any other scientific reaction. 
He reinforced by publishing his mani-
festo, “Nine Theses for Strengthening 
the Periphery” and by organizing an 
exhibition and conference in Meran, 
South Tirol (formerly Austrian now 
Italian region—see again Transylvania, 
Upper Hungary or the Vajdaság) all 
three years before the economic world 
crisis in which Switzerland do not 
seem to play the looser party at all). 
Domokos Wettstein quotes Gion A. 
Caminada’s opinion on the power of 
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the periphery: “Landscape and culture 
are important constituents of tourism. 
Culture means to cultivate, to com-
plete what nature had begun. But 
culture means otherness as well, and 
so global norms are the greatest en-
emies of nature...” The text enumerates 
several examples based on Camina-
da’s principles. At last the author in-
cludes praxis as well: “We would not 
know much about the struggle for 
survival in the village uness, besides 
the construction regulation and agri-
cultural considerations, the buildings 
were realized as representative art-
works to transmit the preliminary 
ideas.” (see: the achievements of Imre 
Makovecz and the architects of Kós 
Károly Association). Wettstein empha-
sizes: “Caminada had important role 
that the characteristic timbering in 
Graubünden could be rethought and 
applied aptly in the new matrix of 
challenges.” (Á. Moravánszky analyses 
similar Swiss problems in his essay 

“Térdarabok/ V. Bearth és A. Deplazes 
építészetéről, the old-new Magyar Épí
tőmű vészet, Utóirat, 2011/3; and I reflect 
on the Hungarian context in my essay 
Seadance in Csíkszentjehova—based 
on Domokos Szilágyi's study: Hogyan 

írjunk verset (How to write Poems), old-
new Magyar Építőművészet, 2007/1.). 
Both publications remained without 
echo even in organic architecture cir-
cles, nonetheless, the latter one evoked 
that Santiago Calatrava mentioned as 
a positive example in the article, start-
ed off from Rudolf Stei ner’s anthropho-
sophy/eruthmythy. The issue must be 
discussed and we are short of time: 
put scientific questions first and let 
the media discuss it afterwords. 

To sum up

Makovecz’s testament: the most in-
tense continuation. Integrating the 
free educational concept of Pál Beke, 
and the educational model of the Kós 
Károly Association  concentrating or-
ganic architecture is a serious task of 
national architect education, and can't 
be put off any more. There should be 
studio laboratories close to the pe-
ripheries, crossing the boundaries in 
the name of higher education and 
one research university—the Tech-
nological Unversity of Budapest is my 
proposal. We have to see: Budapest 
has also been the target of a promis-
ing modernisation process, however, 
by now it obviously diverted from that. 

But still, it is the “mythical centre” of 
the last 150 years of Hungarian educa-
tion and research, the intellectual 
basis of outstanding scientific results. 
(See: Dreamers of Dreams exhibition, 
20011, or the planned Rubik-centre). It 
is not a rival to the “mythical centre of 
the mountains” which should also be 
improved. Together, and not as pe-
ripheries, they can become the intel-
lectual centre of the future. This coop-
eration should be based on an educa-
tional ground in which practicing ar-
chitects complete their profile by 
teach ing with a sharp focus on re-
search. A holistic future research: com-
prehensive disciplines. Handling real 
problems of the peripheries might 
ease the tension between the free 
university and the project-oriented 
state education.

In the socialist era it was the task of 
the opposition to fight for the au-
tonomy of education. Today these 
initiations need to be applied to state 
education. Imre Makovecz did the first 
step by establishing the Hungarian 
Academy for Art. This academy pro-
vides an alternative to academism. 
Rigid structures can be mobilized by 
this new spirit of education.

Notes:
1 Szegő Gy.: „Makovecz Imre testamentuma” 

(“Makovecz Imre’s Testament”) (old-new Ma
gyar Építőművészet, 2011/5

2 Shorter version of the obituary published in 
Új Művészet under the title “A gyógyító épí-
tész” (“The Healing Architect”) („Új Művészet”, 
2011/10.)

3 Tíz éves a Kós Károly Egyesülés (Kós Károly 
Alapítvány, 1999) chapters KKA Előtörténet, 
Szabadiskolák, Konferenciák, Szabad Okta
tási Fórum, Vándoriskola and Országépítő

4. Wettstein Domokos: „Eltérő pozíciókból / 
Urbanizáció és autonómia ellentmondásai 
Svájcban Az ETH Studio Basel és Gion A. 
Caminada vitája alapján” (régi-új Magyar 
Építőművészet, 2012/3  „Utóirat”) (“From dif-
ferent aspects/ Contradictions of Urbanisa-
tion and Autonomy in Switzer land - Based 
on the Debate of ETH Studio Basel and Gion 
A. Caminada”)

5. Karl Popper: „Szabadság és demokrácia” 
(“Freedom and Democracy”) (in: Nagyvilág, 
XLIII. 9-10. 1998.)

    

I am sitting on the veranda of the wine-
press house with my back against the 
old oven. River Danube flows there at 
the end of the garden. Amidst the 
stubborn heat-wave it has been falling, 
revealing small pebble-islands in the 
riverbed. Times of drought.

I see images: memories flow in, a 
vision of an arched house in Madách 
square from a Christmas postcard, an-
gel wings appear in the cross-hatches 
of the asphalt: to János Jánosi, the 
crosshatching prodigy (I have just failed 
at my descriptive geometry exam), wish
ing you Merry Christmas and awaken
ing for the new year: Imre Makovecz.

I am drinking chilled spritzer while 
the buzz of bees fills the motionless 
afternoon heat. Bees always know the 
way, they always find a way. 

Narrow staircase leads upstairs, into 
the Advent afternoon, where about 
30 young architects are working. 
Imre’s door opens silently, he places 
the old cassette-recorder and sud-
denly throaty voice of Csango chil-
dren emanates everywhere: they sing 

“Rejoice, on we go to Bethlehem…”
Pencils stops, Imre is sitting next to 

the recorder, we are staring at him…
Angels arrive on the wings of the song 
and by the last note, we all know, 
what’s the buzz. He starts talking 
about Christmas times, old times, and 
we learn the song by heart, line by line, 
tring to figure out the sense of the 
thousand-year old chant through the 
haze of the heavy Csango accent  dis-

torted by the rasping voice of the re-
corder. There has always been Christ-
mas in the Makona ever since.

In the shade of the cobbled gateway 
Imre addresses me from the door of 
his office: So, how about the Betlehe-
mes (Nativity play) this year? – Well…
this year… we might rather skip it…
the others might not be interested 
that much… last year only some of 
them showed up… – Well, it is quite 
out of question! If only the two of us 
perform it, there will be Betlehemezés, 
for sure, understood? I think I did…, I 
might have woken up, too…

River Danube flows at the back of 
the garden. Always different: in colour, 
in reflections, or in what drifts upon its 
waves; and I am sitting on the veranda 
of the wine-press house, watching the 
water. It is always the same water, may 
it ebb or flood, River Danube.

Now it ebbs, the draught is great, 
everything and everybody is thirsting, 
the air does not move, it might be the 
lull that foreruns the storm, the river 
is shallow, but I have been watching 
it for quite a long time and so I know 
it never dries, harvest rains are coming 
to feed it again and it will flow again, 
stormily or calmly under the changing 
skies.

I am sitting on the veranda of the 
wine-press house, back against the 
old oven, and images appear in my 
mind’s eye, memories of the Danube 
and the garden, which, I know, are 
future reminiscences, too.

I'm sitting on the veranda 
of the wine-press house

János Jánosi


