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By T. Szalai

For the period which Dr. L. Lóczy Director of the Geological 
Institute, spends abroad, the Minister of Agriculture entrusted me 
with the management of the Institute. Therefore, when Professor 
Lóczy departed in early August, I took over the work.

At that time the Institute showed a very Shattered picture. 
Following the liberation we began to repair the roof. General repairs, 
however, were only finished in 1946. With the exception of a few 
rooms, the whole building required window panes. The books and 
instruments had not yet been returned from their hiding place wire re 
they were removed in 1944 by enthusiastic employees who took 
part in the resistance. In 1944 wei were instructed to send all 
equipment and books to Halatonarács where the Geological Institute 
found shelter during the bombing. A few months later instructions 
were given to remove everything West. This was the time when sub
stantial valuables of the Institute were hidden.

With the assistance of Dr. J. Noszky, Dr. L. Bartkó Dr. L. 
Majzon, Dr. S. Jaskó >and Dr. K. Balogh L. Stegena, J. Sarkadig 
S. Varga, M. Emszt, E. Nagy geologists and chemists as well as T. 
Dömök photographer and A. Szécsi, L. Piapp, Mrs. Gy. Petróczy 
who all rendered great services!, these valuables were Concealed 
and immured in three cellars in the Institute. 1

In the summer of 1944 I was able to prevent the removal o f 
the library and the whole museum.

As head of the Institute my chief assignment was to return 
these valuables to the library and to the laboratories. After having, 
finished this task, we participated in the reconstruction of the country 
within our line.

Our main purpose was to explore occurrences of raw materials 
not yet discovered or find new applications of them.

At the same time to explore all available raw materials, |which 
would be of great importance in the rebuilding the country. With 
'this in minid I made suggestions to the Ministries of Industry,
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Finance and Agriculture. On approval of these proposals the survey 
work began. We started first with survey of rare metals in the area 
of Velei.ce Mountains. The survey was made hy Dr. A. /Földvári, 
section geologist, assistant professor, the specimens were analysed by 
Mrs. M. Földvári. They ascertained the presence and percentage 
of molybdenum in a few occurrences. Ajtough the determined quan
tities are practically insignificant, however they encourage to further 
exploring. *

Dr. G. Panto, assistant geologist surveyed the Börzsöny mountains, 
exploring the defunct mines. His resunts are promising. The precious 
metal-bearing veins are confined to propylitized andesite just like 
in Selmecbánya, where they are exploited. These two mountains -— 
in 50 km distance — lay oil the same tectonic line, wich is followed 
by metallization in the Selmec-mountain range. The couraging results 
of the survey lead to the cinclusion that the occurrence deserves 
a thorough mine exploration. These researches were initiated and 
steadily supported by G. Faller from the Ministry of Industry.

In the neighbourhood of Párád and Bükkszék, Dr. F. Szentes 
and Dr. L, Majzon chief geologists carried out oil geological survey. 
As a result, Dr. Szentes established the sight of a drilling near the 
village of Födémes.

On behalf of the Ministry of Fimanoe, Dr. L. Dartkó was 
engaged in salt research in the different parts of the country. In the 
course of this research, he1 established a geological structure similar 
lo that of Bükkszék, at Szécsény and Sóshartyán. This structure is 
suggested the exploring of hydrocarbons.

In 1946, I advised a detailed survey on the Treasury’s territory 
which lies between Budapest—Cserhát—Mátra—Bükk land the North
ern border of the country. There is a possibility on this territory 
of finding some promising sights o f drillings along the anticline, lying 
between the Great Plain and the Szepes—Gömör—Ore Mountains. 
It is advisable too, to carry ouL researches in the suburbs of the Capital 
on the eastern tract of the sarnne structure. Structures should be 
established even on the Pannonian area overlying older formations.

We also began to search for the raw material of hydraulic 
cement. Explorations were made in the Tokaj mountains by Dr. ,1. 
Noszky, section geologist, Dr. S. Jaskó, Dr. K. Méhes and Dr. K. 
Balogh adjuncts and Gy. Hegedűs temporary assistant.
' Thq chemical analyses of the samples of tine surveys were 
carried out under the supervision of G. Csajághy, chief chemist, in 
the Institute’s laboratory.

I consider for our task, the tracing, mapping and chemical 
analysing of the trass occurrences and also testing the strength of 
these. The tests showed, that our trasses resemble to the Rhinle;- 
Andernach-trasses, which were suitable for the building of embank
ments in Netherlands and Eng land. By organising the trass-industry a 
new export possibility might gain ground. This viewpoint Was the 
background of the survey.



39

Dr. S. Jaskő, G. Buday, L. Teöreök, J. Sarkadi, P. Stefanovils, 
and E. Nagy were entrusted with, the investigation of the peat bogs 
of the Kis-Balaton. They hiad a great opportunity for their work on 
account of dry weather in 1946. The aforementioned chemists reported 
results of great importance in this connection.

The related facts show that since the stabilization of the 
currency full activity has been afforded. On account of special re
quest, the Institute was chiefly engaged with practical problems. At 
the same time, as far as possible, scientific work started too. The 
recently discovered cave of the Strázsa hill was measured and de
scribed by I. Venkov its. We plan a new issue of the geological map 
of the Carpathian-Basin, for Lhe centenary o f the Hungarian Geolo
gical Society. Our members began this work already in 1916.

I succeeded in inviting the attention of the Hungarian State 
Coal Mines (M. Á. SZ.) the Center of Heavy Industry'(N. I. K.) and 
Economic High Council, to our work. Under decree a No. 102.075/1946 
of the Ministry of Industry a favourable relation was established 
between the Institute and the Hungarian State Coal Mines.

In order to unite all surveying institutes, engaged in mining 'and 
geology I  started with the work of reorganizing the Institute. 
For the moment the largest surveying institute, — the Geological Insti
tute — pre;enlly belongs to the Ministry of Ag. iculture, at the same lime 
however Hie Geophys'c i! Institute belongs to the Ministry of Industry. 
This setup is not satisfactory because as a route the collaboration 
ought to be as immediate as that in the case of an internist with an. 
X-ray specialist in a hospital.

Besides, both the Ministry of Industry and the Ministry of F i
nances have their own research departments and a mine exploring 
departments. Such a dismemberment of the surveys impedes the 
work of rebuilding. It is unsatisfactory that four departments o f 
connected spheres of action are not coordinated by á single ministry..

According to this plan the L. Eötvös Geophysical Institute 
moved already to the building of our Institute. The same intention 
led me to establish a soil mechanical laboratory incorporated in the 
technical section of our Institute.

I made every eTort to promote the reconstruction and continuous 
work of the Institute. I was promised by the Rockefeller Institute, to 
send a representative to investigate conditions at our Institute.

I made use of the «Workers for Science* movement. Industrial 
worker troops lent us assistance on many occassions.

Due to the difficult circumstances during this year we pub
lished only two periodicals, namely the first parts of the 1941.—42. 
and 1943. year’s Reports and the 1. and 2. parts of the XXXVII. 
volume of our Annuales.

We have already re-established our exhange of scientific perio
dicals with many foreign Institutes.
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The present inventory of the library has not been finished. As 
a result of the persistent work supervised by iDr. E. Szörényi the 
library has iagain been placed at the disposal of the geologists.

Due to the lack of window panes, no progress was made in 
rearranging the Institute’s Museum. However we had to be satisfied 
with the return of the hidden valuable specimens to the Museum 
from the cellái- of the Institute. During the winter of 1946/47 the 
examination of survey specimens advanced rapidly.

Due to the shortage of fuel, only the laboratories were heated 
in the beginning.

The following persons lectured at the Institute’s discussion 
sessions on following dates:

28. 1. A. Földvári, G. Puntó, 11. 2. L. Reich, S. Jaskó, 26. 3. 
L  Juqouics, F. Szentes, 30. 4. F. Szentes, L. Reich, 3,1. 5. L. Teöreök, 
17. 12. G. Buday.

All lectures were lengthy and were lively discussed.
The above reveal alii the struggle and difficulty which the 

Institute encountered. In spite of these difficulties, however, tbei 
first year was devoted to entire work and to the supporting of re
construction.


