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János Kemény PhD1 

 

Some Lessons of Counterinsurgency in South Vietnam – The 
Phoenix and Phung Hoang Programs 

 

Abstract 

 

The Vietnam War is commonly known as an unsuccessful 
counterinsurgency campaign. The history of the war however 
contains many interesting programs and theoretical programs, one 
major problem of which is the subject of the current article. As 
President Nixon decided to drastically reduce the scope of US 
involvement in the war, counterinsurgency programs had to be 
rethought and transferred to the South Vietnamese. This article aims 
to show the theoretical and practical problems of such transfers.  

The article consists of two main parts. In the first part, the reader will 
be introduced to the so-called Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI), which 
was the shadow government structure, that gave the “invisible” 
backbone to the insurgency in the South. The second part will cover 
the establishment of the Phoenix Program, which had a parallel 
program in South Vietnam called Phung Hoang. These programs by 
their concept were intended to promote cooperation between various 

                                                

1 Postdoctoral researcher, Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
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agencies, all of them had its role to play in the counterinsurgency 
effort, or as it was called back then, in the pacification. The author will 
use the term “pacification” in the article, as this was the term for the 
functions exercised by the organizations mentioned in this article at 
the time of the war.  

The Phoenix and Phung Hoang programs have important lessons for 
today’s operational environment. It required cooperation between the 
many agencies of two nations against a determined enemy, which 
had outside support.  

Although other interesting initiatives took also place in the realm of 
counterinsurgency and counterterrorism during the Vietnam War, the 
current article will focus on the Phoenix and Phung Hoang programs. 
The article will try to give a picture about the functions, successes 
and shortcomings, and the legacy of the Phoenix and Phung Hoang 
programs.  

 

Viet Cong Infrastructure  

The National Liberation Front (NLF) or more commonly known as 

the Viet Cong was in no sense an unorganized bunch of 

ideologically motivated average citizens. Douglas S. Blaufarb 

writes about the organization: “it was not merely an insurgent 

force, but also a political movement and a government with all the 

essential arms, often on a reduced scale, but nevertheless 

remarkably complete. It was in fact fully developed competing 
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sovereignty, vying with the GVN [Government of Vietnam] for the 

loyalty and resources of its population.”2 

An intelligence memorandum of the CIA from 1967 states: “The 

Communist insurgency in South Vietnam is basically a triumph of 

organization. The Communists’ efficient, flexible, tightly 

disciplined and – most important – locally-rooted organization has 

been carefully built up over a long period of time. Through an 

intricate network of provincial and district committees, the 

organization is geld together and is able to maintain the 

insurgency’s essential base at hamlet and village level.”3 The 

document goes on to detail, how the success of the insurgency 

depends on the success of the VCI, and how attacking the VCI 

would be a great problem for the insurgents.  

The Phung Hoang Advisor Handbook defines VCI “as the political 

and administrative organization through which the Viet Cong 

control or seek control over the South Vietnamese people.”4 The 

handbook goes on to list the parts of the VCI:  

• control structure of the People’s Revolutionary Party 

(PRP), up to the level of the Central Office for South 

Vietnam (COSVN)   

                                                

2 BLAUFARB, Douglas S. (1977): The Counterinsurgency Era: U.S., 
Doctrine and Performance 1950 to the Present, The Free Press. p. 98. 

3 The Intelligence Attack on the Viet Cong Infrastructure, Intelligence 
Memorandum, 23 May, 1967 p. 1. 
https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/DOC_0000479126.pdf  

4 Phung Hoang Advisor Handbook, Headquarters United States Military 
Assistance Command Vietnam, 1970. p. 2  
http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getdownloaditem/collection/p4013coll9/id/28
7/filename/288.pdf/mapsto/pdf/type/singleitem 
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• administrative apparatus of other front organizations such 

as the Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG) with 

its subordinate organization and the National Front for the 

Liberation of South Vietnam  

 

In plain and simple words, the Handbook notes: “The VCI is the 

communist shadow government which provides money, recruits, 

supplies, intelligence and support to VC military units.”5 Its final 

objective is to become a viable alternative to the administrative 

apparatus of the South Vietnamese Government.  

The hierarchy between the party and the NLF was also clear cut: 

the party committees controlled the NLF committees, as the party 

committees chose NLF leaders. The NLF was a convenient front 

for the Northern leadership to mask their leadership, according to 

Mark Moyar.6  

The VCI had many important roles in supporting the guerrilla 

units and later the main force units and also had important tasks 

of its own. The most important functions, which the VCI carried 

out, were:  

• intimidation or removal of government workers, security 

officials and government supporters (including 

assassinations if deemed necessary);  

                                                

5 Phung Hoang Advisor Handbook, Headquarters United States Military 
Assistance Command Vietnam, 1970. p. 2. 

6 MOYAR, Mark (2007): Phoenix and the Birds of Prey: Counterinsurgency 
and Counterterrorism in Vietnam. Bison Books. p. 13.  
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• organizing the population under VC control (recruiting 

villagers into mass organizations, which was a potential 

first step for later recruitment into the armed roles);  

• taxation of the population (food and money, both of which 

served the war effort directly);  

• logistics (transportation of food, weapons and 

ammunition);  

• intelligence and counterintelligence.7  

The VCI cadre could be put into two main categories: legal and 

illegal cadres. The legal cadres resided in government held 

territories legally, as they hid their connections with the NLF. 

Legal cadres performed many important tasks, including spying 

on other locals, government officials etc. Illegal cadres were the 

ones actively and openly working for the NLF.8  

There are no exact numbers about how many communist cadres 

made up the VCI. According to Mark Moyar, the most accurate 

estimate for the year of 1967 came from the CIA, and they were 

only able to put the number somewhere between 80 000 and 

150 000.9 (The assessment for the VCI does not include main 

force units or guerrilla units, this estimate shows how many 

cadres were estimated to work in the shadow government 

apparatus.)  

Stuart A. Herrington, a former Phoenix adviser described the 

situation in one of the contested villages, Hiep Hoa, where he 

worked, tellingly: “by night, disciplined Communist political 

                                                

7 MOYAR, Mark: op. cit. 14-16. 
8 MOYAR, Mark: op. cit. 16-17.  
9 MOYAR, Mark: op. cit. 11. 



TERROR & ELHÁRÍTÁS                                            2017/1. SPECIAL ISSUE  

COUNTERINSURGENCY    

 9 

officers explained over and over to the villagers the realities of 

their “plight”, while during the day, government civil servants laid 

down barrages of anti-Communist exhortations. […] both sides 

equally demanded the loyalty of the peasants.”10 Herrington goes 

on to argue, that in the contested villages the locals had little 

choice other than to play to both sides, until they saw someone 

getting the upper hand, in which case they truly pledged support 

for the winning side.11 By remaining active and engaging the 

population in villages and hamlets nominally under the control of 

the Saigon regime, the VCI was conducting vital activities for the 

insurgent side. It was a concentrated effort to undermine the 

legitimacy of the Saigon government.  

It is also important to note, that members of the VCI were not 

considered by South Vietnamese to be members of the enemy 

military force, so they weren’t eligible for prisoner of war status.12 

 

Cooperation among US agencies and with the South 

Vietnamese  

With the deployment of US ground forces, intelligence 

requirements changed, as the military was focused on the big unit 

                                                

10 HERRINGTON, Stuart A (2004).: Stalking the Viet Cong: Inside Operation 
Phoenix: A Personal Account. Presidio Press. p. 50.  

11 Herrington, Stuart A.: op. cit. pp. 50-51.  
12 HOANG, Ngoc Lung (1984): Intelligence, U. S. Army Center for Military 

History. p. 88. 
http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getdownloaditem/collection/p4013coll11/i

d/805/filename/806.pdf/mapsto/pdf/type/compoundobject/cpdtype/monograph/s
how/805 
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war. The fight against the so called main force units required 

tactical intelligence, which meant that the formulation of 

intelligence requirements focused on the order of battle, the exact 

dislocation, weaponry, manpower of enemy units etc. and 

collection of data about the supporting infrastructure was deemed 

low priority.  

Cooperation between the two allies, the US and South Vietnam, 

was on many vital topics suboptimal, and all sides shared some 

of the blame. In the intelligence field, on the US side, there was 

an intensive competition between the military and civilian 

intelligence agencies. On the Vietnamese side, there were a lot of 

agencies competing with each other.  

At the beginning, the main problem was of course the status of 

forces, and the prohibition at tactical level of sharing intelligence 

information, but these were solved by agreements, the most 

important of which was the agreement between the commander 

of MACV and the South Vietnamese Chief of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff on 27 September 1965.13   

An important factor was, that due to legal problems, the South 

Vietnamese side handled all prisoner and defectors in operations, 

which meant, in this very important HUMINT aspect, the US side 

totally depended on the South Vietnamese partner.14 (Of course 

on the technological front, for example, the roles were reversed.) 

There was also a question of priorities. For the US agencies, 

especially for the military, the first and most vital task was to 

                                                

13 HOANG, Ngoc Lung: op. cit. p. 80.  
14 HOANG, Ngoc Lung: op. cit. p. 81.  
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defeat the organized units of the enemy operation in South 

Vietnam. The counterinsurgency campaign however, was 

neglected for quite a long time, and was also belittled by many 

commanding officers in the US armed forces, considered of 

secondary importance, and was also ironically called sometimes, 

the ”other war”.  

Until 1966 the lowest level for intelligence coordination in 

pacification matters was at the provincial level, which was too 

high to guarantee an effective effort against the VCI.15  

Cooperation among South Vietnamese Army, the ARVN and 

police forces was also complicated. For example, prisoners taken 

by South Vietnamese police forces in the III. Corps were often 

taken over by the military for interrogation, but the military refused 

to share the information acquired through the interrogation. A 

further great inhibiting factor for building effective intelligence 

information gathering organizations was the widespread 

corruption in the country, which served as a disincentive for local 

elites, as such information gathering organizations would be able 

to uncover the corruption and the people profiting from it.16  

 

 

 

                                                

15 AHERN, Thomas L. Jr. (2001): CIA and Rural Pacification in South 
Vietnam, Center for the Study of Intelligence. pp. 285-286.  
http://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB284/3-CIA_AND_RURAL_ 
PACIFICATION.pdf 

16 AHERN, Thomas L. op. cit. p. 293. 
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The Prelude to the Phoenix and the Phung Hoang Programs  

The first step in the process of creating a coordination 

mechanism for pacification was the establishment of the District 

Intelligence and Operations Coordination Centers (DIOCC). The 

DIOCC system grew out of a provincial level initiative, which 

aimed to unify the intelligence efforts of the CIA, the Military 

Assistance Command-Vietnam (MACV) advisors, Marine 

advisors and those of the South Vietnamese. The immediate 

improvements, which the DIOCC brought along in the pacification 

efforts motivated higher echelons to replicate the concept in other 

parts of South Vietnam. The DIOCC format had also a unique 

feature: it had at its disposal a Provincial Reconnaissance Unit 

(PRU), which worked as an action arm, for the DIOCC.17  

The PRU was an earlier CIA initiative. It was originally called 

Counter Terrorism Teams, and the idea was to copy enemy 

tactics and use them against the structure of the VCI. The PRUs 

were under CIA command, which was a necessary change over 

the original concept.18 The Counter Terrorism Teams were 

originally under the direction of the province chiefs. Although the 

units were highly qualified, the results were uneven, as the 

provincial leadership tended to misuse the teams, on many 

occasions. Where the units were employed as intended, they 

targeted, and usually killed VCI cadre successfully. The program 

grew fast and it was difficult to manage, and also, in the US it had 

a negative effect in the media. So, the program was renamed, 

                                                

17 AHERN, Thomas L. Jr.: op. cit. pp. 286-287. 
18 MOYAR, Mark: op. cit. p. 38. 
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and transformed into slimmer format.19 Later however, the PRU 

structure was transferred into the ARVN, against the intentions of 

the CIA, as the CIA leadership wanted the PRUs to be integrated 

into the South Vietnamese police force. The integration was 

deemed a necessary step, as the activities of the PRUs became 

public, sometimes in negative connotations and the CIA wanted 

to deflect the fact of its sponsorship and command of the PRUs.20 

Shortly after the DIOCC reorganization, the CIA station promoted 

a new organizational effort, called VC infrastructure collection and 

exploitation (ICEX), which would reach down to the district level. 

The ICEX initiative was an effort by the CIA to get a deeper role 

in the intelligence operations of the pacification effort, but was 

intended to be operated with MACV. The program was approved 

by MACV in June 1967.21  

In December 1967 the South Vietnamese side undertook the 

integration of its efforts against VCI, calling it Phung Hoang, after 

a mythical bird. The US side chose to mimic the Vietnamese by 

renaming ICEX into Phoenix, after a mythical bird from Greek 

mythology. The two programs differed, as in the Vietnamese one 

the military had the leading role, while in the US program the 

police was the leading force. This discrepancy was eliminated 

when the two programs were integrated in 1968.22 The South 

Vietnamese Presidential Decree 208a-TT/SL (1 July, 1968) 

established the Phung Hoang program, designating the South 

Vietnamese Minister of the Interior as the Chairman of the 

                                                

19 BLAUFARB, Douglas S.: op. cit. p. 211. 
20 AHERN, Thomas L. Jr.: op. cit. p. 300.  
21 AHERN, Thomas L. Jr.: op. cit.  pp. 287-288.  
22 AHERN, Thomas L. Jr.: op. cit. p. 289. 
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Central Phung Hoang Committee.23 The considerable delay was 

due to the fact, according to a South Vietnamese author, that 

South Vietnamese side found it difficult to frame the program and 

find a lead agency for the operation.24 

 

Phoenix and Phung Hoang  

As the Phung Hoang Advisor Handbook, issued to U.S. advisors, 

clearly states: “The intent and aid of the Program is to utilize 

existing civilian and military agencies (police, paramilitary, and 

military forces) in a systematic and coordinated effort to destroy 

the Viet Cong Infrastructure throughout Vietnam.”25 This meant 

better coordination in intelligence collection, analysis, 

dissemination, exploitation and military use, and also the effective 

intelligence handling of the captured prisoners.26  

The Phung Hoang coordination centers based their databases on 

the information of the cooperating agencies: the National Police, 

the Popular Forces/Regional Forces, ARVN, Chieu Hoi, National 

                                                

23 Phung Hoang Advisor Handbook, Headquarters United States Military 
Assistance Command Vietnam, 1970. p. 5 
http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getdownloaditem/collection/p4013coll9/id/28
7/filename/288.pdf/mapsto/pdf/type/singleitem 

24 TRAN, Dinh Tho (1980): Pacification, U. S. Army Center for Military 
History. p. 66. 

http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getdownloaditem/collection/p4013coll11/i
d/1409/filename/1410.pdf/mapsto/pdf/type/singleitem 

25 Phung Hoang Advisor Handbook, Headquarters United States Military 
Assistance Command Vietnam, 1970. p. 3 
http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getdownloaditem/collection/p4013coll9/id/28
7/filename/288.pdf/mapsto/pdf/type/singleitem 

26 TRAN, Dinh Tho: op. cit. p. 66  
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Police Field Forces, Vietnamese Information Service, the Military 

Security Service, and Rural Development Cadre.27  The 

organizational structure of the Phoenix and Phung Hoang 

programs was organized from the level of corps down to the level 

of district, with the administrative leaders being the chairmen, and 

the National Police leaders being committee secretaries.28  

Although there was officially no action arm for the program, and 

formally many forces could act on information gained from the 

program, the PRUs were considered to be the most effective 

forces. However, Popular and Regional Forces, Special Police 

and other forces would also participate in the attack on the VCI.29 

The Phoenix Program was not exclusively a CIA program, as 

manpower issues would have made this impossible. The 

command in charge of the pacification program, and working 

under MACV, was the Civil Operations and Revolutionary 

Development Support (CORDS) program. Although entrusted 

with civil operations, the manpower of CORDS was largely drawn 

from the US military.  

Phoenix worked best at provincial level while the CIA was in 

charge, because CIA officers had usually some leverage over 

participating South Vietnamese agencies and thus were able to 

motivate their counterparts, to contribute their intelligence 

                                                

27 Phung Hoang Advisor Handbook, Headquarters United States Military 
Assistance Command Vietnam, 1970. p. 3 
http://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/utils/getdownloaditem/collection/p4013coll11/id/1
409/filename/1410.pdf/mapsto/pdf/type/singleitem 

28 TRAN, Dinh Tho: op. cit. p. 66. 
29 TRAN, Dinh Tho: op. cit. p. 70. 
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information to the common pool. Also, CIA officers could 

contribute the information what the Agency was able to collect. 

On the lower levels, where more CORDS advisers were involved 

in the process, the process was not as successful. The efficiency 

of the program could be inhibited by local leaders, who could 

order some agencies not to participate in the Phung Hoang 

Program.30 

The CIA transferred the program to CORDS and the South 

Vietnamese in 1969, and after that, the efficiency of the program 

declined, and never reached the original level. On one side, CIA 

motivation to contribute information to the program declined, and 

the CORDS advisers couldn’t fill the void left by their CIA 

counterparts. Also without the motivation of the CIA advisers 

some of the participating South Vietnamese agencies lessened 

their contribution to the program. At the same time, the leadership 

role of the ARVN increased, and they were less interested in 

attacking the VCI and more interested in tactical information in 

order to fight the big unit war. In some cases however 

cooperation with US military units grew better, as some of the 

new advisers had good contacts with the US military and this in 

turn initiated information exchange between the local Phoenix 

center and US military units. Exactly the opposite happened with 

the ARVN. Although South Vietnamese leadership assured its US 

partners about the importance of the Phung Hoang program, in 

practice they didn’t urge province chiefs and other leaders to 

focus their energies on making Phung Hoang work, as they 

                                                

30 MOYAR, Mark: op. cit. pp. 133-134. 
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thought, they had more important work in helping the 

conventional war effort.31  

After the de facto departure of the CIA, the classic problem of 

information sharing between agencies emerged. Many officers in 

the leadership of South Vietnamese police, military and 

intelligence agencies didn’t see the value of the effort, as their 

counterparts were perceived to have become reluctant to share 

their information about the enemy. This perception along with the 

fear of compromising sources because of the efficient hostile 

intelligence efforts, made information-sharing a very difficult thing 

to do for the majority of participants. The Phoenix and Phung 

Hoang structures thus became inefficient, and the situation didn’t 

change until CORDS decided to rebuild the program in 1971. The 

new lead agency was the Special Police, which was supported by 

the CIA, and thus, with renewed CIA involvement it was hoped 

that the program could be reinvigorated. This time however, the 

CIA wasn’t as much interested in attacking the VCI, as it had 

refocused its efforts on other fields, so the quality of the 

cooperation didn’t increase significantly.32 

 

The Theoretical Process According to the Handbook on the 

Protection of People against Terrorism  

The Hungarian Mission of the International Commission of 

Control and Supervision obtained a document with this title and 

translated it into Hungarian. Dated 1974, it provides a 

                                                

31 MOYAR, Mark: op. cit. pp. 135-137. 
32 MOYAR, Mark: op. cit. pp. 137-141. 
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comprehensive look into how the South Vietnamese authorities 

viewed the practical problems of dealing with the Viet Cong 

Infrastructure. The Handbook was printed in support of the Phung 

Hoang program, covers various topics, including the organization 

of Phung Hoang, arrests and detentions, interrogations and 

arraignments etc. The document covers the role of local security 

structures in the whole process.  

The document lays considerable emphasis on due process. It 

covers which institution on what legal grounds can initiate 

searches, arrests of suspects and for how long they can hold 

them, citing South Vietnamese laws and directives.33 This 

however often was not the case in practice. The South 

Vietnamese security forces had a reputation of extrajudicial 

killings, and in the earlier Diem era, this often happened with 

official sanctions.34 

The handbook describes the administrative infrastructure, which 

was put in place in order to help the traditional administrative 

structures. These structures were intended to help traditional 

police and prosecutorial agencies and were based mostly on the 

traditional local power structures. With the Prime Ministerial order 

of 5 June, 1970, the so called Local Control Commissions were 

established. These commissions consisted of local dignitaries, 

and were entrusted with helping the ARVN when it operated at 

the village, and also had an important role in handling detainees, 

who were captured by the ARVN. If there was evidence, that the 

                                                

33 ÁBTL A-3257. Kézikönyv az emberek terrorizmus elleni védelmére. 1974. 
pp. 2-6.  

34 TRAN, Dinh Tho: op. cit. p. 72.  
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captured person was innocent, the Commission could set the 

person free. The leaders of the village had the opportunity to step 

up and express their support to people they thought were 

innocent. Those who were deemed dangerous by the 

Commission would be turned over to the police force (this was 

sometimes problematic, as in some villages no classic police 

structure existed, so in practice, the detainees had to be 

transported to the next major settlement, so the police could take 

them into custody). The Local Control Commission was at all 

times under the direction of the military commander operating in 

the area.35   

When a military operation was conducted in a larger area, the 

Regional Control Commission had to exercise the same role as 

the Local Control Commission at the village level. This body had 

to decide who could be considered as a POW or as a “terrorist”, 

and it had to transfer them accordingly to the proper authority. As 

a coordinating body, the Phung Hoang center had to cooperate 

closely with the Regional Control Commissions in this process of 

proper identification of the detainees.36  

After the capture, the ARVN military unit had to interrogate the 

detainee as soon as possible, in order to gain information of 

tactical or possibly strategic importance. People who were found 

innocent should have been released by the unit immediately, 

while the others should have been turned over to the Control 

Commission. The Control Commission had 48 hours to determine 

who was not innocent, and a further 1-3 days to turn them over to 

                                                

35 ÁBTL A-3257. p. 8. 
36 ÁBTL A-3257. p. 9.  
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the proper authorities, with the necessary evidence for the 

prolongation of their detention. The police had to inform 

immediately the prosecutor’s office about the transfer, and had 30 

days to collect factual evidence for the prosecution. After the 30 

days expired, local leadership and the prosecutor had to review 

the evidence, before transferring it to the Security Committee, 

which would ultimately decide about indicting the detainee. If it 

deemed the evidence compelling, it had 1-7 days to produce an 

indictment. If the process took longer, the Security Committee 

had to inform the Interior Ministry and ask for a prolongation of 

the process.37  

The interrogation of the detainees was conducted by a 

specialized Interrogation Commission. Its role was to determine 

the true identity and the past of the detainee, check the 

information received from other authorities and interrogate the 

detainee. Its final task was to array the documentation of the 

evidence. This documentation was also presented to the 

detainee, who had the right to submit a complaint with the help of 

an attorney.38  

In accordance with an order of the Prime Minister, every detainee 

had to be released, if it was determined, that they didn’t constitute 

an immediate threat to national security or to the society. This 

included communist sympathizers, who acted under coercion. A 

detainee also had to be released, in case of effective cooperation 

with the authorities. The decision had to be initiated by the police 

                                                

37 ÁBTL A-3257. op. cit. pp. 9-10.  
38 ÁBTL A-3257. op. cit. pp. 10-11.  
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and had to be forwarded to the Ministries of Justice and Interior 

respectively.39  

The ultimate goal in the process is to determine, if the prisoner 

played any role in the Viet Cong Infrastructure. If it was proven a 

prisoner was indeed a member of the VCI, the file compiled for 

the prosecution had to be transferred to the Phung Hoang 

committee, with every piece of information available. The 

committee in its turn contacted the proper agencies and also 

started its own interrogation process in order to gain more 

information from the detainee.40  

Detainees, according to the roles they played in the VCI, were 

split up into three categories:  

a. all members of the communist party, regular or temporary, 

including the members of the provisional government, and 

members of the National Liberation Front;  

b. all communists, who aren’t in leading positions in the 

National Liberation Front, the National Front for 

Democracy and Peace and the People’s Liberation 

Committees;  

c. people whose activities are good for the communists, but 

don’t hold leading positions, regardless if they act 

voluntarily or under coercion.41  

 

The Security Commission has the right to release anyone from 

category “C” if they pledge to refrain from anti-government 

                                                

39 ÁBTL A-3257. op. cit. pp. 11-12.  
40 ÁBTL A-3257. op. cit. pp. 13-14.  
41 ÁBTL A-3257. op. cit. pp. 14-15.  
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activities, and if a local dignitary acts as a guarantor. The 

detainee must also be able to show, that he or she has changed 

and must be ready to reenter South Vietnamese society. In any 

case, the Security Commission has to show leniency to the 

members of category “C”, who only supported the communists.42  

If the detainee is found guilty and sentenced to prison or 

reeducation camp, the handbook makes clear, that the sentence 

can be lengthened, if the prisoner doesn’t change his or her 

communist world view or his actions in support for the 

communists only come to light after his or her sentencing.43 

The handbook also covers the measures deemed necessary after 

the release of the prisoners. After the prisoner has pledged 

allegiance to the country, he or she has to be transported back to 

the original place of residence. It is the duty of village officials to 

control if the former prisoner is really trying to reintegrate into 

society. If possible, a local dignitary should act as a guarantor for 

the former prisoner. People chosen by the police force also have 

to report on the progress, which has to be compiled into a file by 

the police force. For a period determined by the authorities, the 

former prisoner has to show up at the police station regularly. If 

the released prisoner wants to move away from the original 

address, he or she has to ask for permission from the local 

authorities. If a former prisoner breaks the rules, he or she can be 

rearrested and sentenced to the same sentence, which was 

originally imposed on him or her.44 

                                                

42 ÁBTL A-3257. op. cit. p. 19.  
43 ÁBTL A-3257. op. cit. pp. 19-20  
44 ÁBTL A-3257. op. cit. pp. 22-24  
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Efficiency  

There are some limiting factors that make the analysis of the 

efficiency of the programs difficult. The fact, that many members 

of the VCI were taking part in the 1968 Tet Offensive, and 

suffered high casualties, makes it more difficult to assess the 

efficiency of the Phoenix and the Phung Hoang programs, and of 

the pacification effort in general.  

Another factor is that a huge part of the intelligence cooperation 

and sharing took place beyond the frames of the Phoenix and 

Phung Hoang programs. The agencies, having better relations or 

arraignments, and thus having higher trust in each other, often 

planned and carried out their own operations against the VCI. For 

example, the CIA, after withdrawing from Phoenix, had 

arrangements for information sharing with the pacification 

agencies it supported.45  

It is also difficult to give an exact impression on how efficient the 

programs were, because the effects of their missions were 

difficult to track. For example, VCI neutralization didn’t only mean 

killing or capturing VCI cadres, it also meant discrediting the VCI 

in the eyes of South Vietnamese villagers, or making VCI cadres 

feel that they were betrayed by their superiors.46  

It makes the task even more difficult, that the Communist side 

often termed every military action conducted against VCI as 

                                                

45 MOYAR, Mark: op. cit. pp.142-143  
46 AHERN, Thomas L. Jr.: CIA and Rural Pacification in South Vietnam, 

Center for the Study of Intelligence, 2001, p. 303 
http://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB284/3-
CIA_AND_RURAL_PACIFICATION.pdf 
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“Phoenix program”, even if it had nothing to do with it. This factor 

is probably one of the reasons, why the Phoenix program has an 

enduring myth.47  

The complicated process of dealing with the prisoners, which was 

in major part administrative in nature, also had its deficiencies at 

the local level. It is however questionable, if such a structure is 

ideal to replicate in other conflicts.  

Therefore, it is impossible to tell, how many VCI cadres were 

neutralized (killed, captured or rallied to the government side) 

thanks to Phoenix and Phung Hoang programs, but most of the 

estimated figures in all categories are mostly in the thousands or 

even tens of thousands.48 

 

Negative Press, Legacy 

On the South Vietnamese side, the lessons are also numerous. 

One of the interesting aspects was the issue of lawfulness. The 

highest written legal source for South Vietnam, the constitution 

states in Article 4: “(1) The Republic of Viet-Nam opposes 

communism in every form. (2) Every activity designed to 

propagandize or carry out communism is prohibited.”49 The 

constitution also guaranteed all basic rights to its citizens (Article 

                                                

47 MOYAR, Mark: op. cit. p. 246. 
48 MOYAR, Mark: op. cit. pp. 235-236.  
49 Constitution of the Republic of Viet-Nam, Vietnam Newsletter issued by 

the Office of the Permanent Observer of the Republic of Vietnam, 1967, p. 2.   
http://vietnamproject.archives.msu.edu/download.php?file0=http://spartanhist

ory.kora.matrix.msu.edu/files/6/32/6-20-101-116-UA17-95_000284.pdf  
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2) and will “protect freedom, the lives, property and honor of 

every citizen” (Article 6).50 Article 7 guarantees the rights of 

individuals in case of arrest, stating, that “No citizen can be 

tortured, threatened or forced to confess. A confession obtained 

by torture, threat and coercion will not be considered valid 

evidence”.51 Although the handbook detailed above lays great 

emphasis on these and other principals, it is important to note, 

that the South Vietnamese often didn’t live up to their own legal 

standards. American advisers were sometimes aware of 

beatings, water torture or the use of electroshocks in the 

interrogation process.52 Although nothing seems to indicate the 

widespread use of these methods in joint operations, some 

political actors back at the US were more than willing to use 

these allegations and overgeneralize them.  

Articles, such as “This Phoenix is a Bird of Death”, published in 

The New York Times in 1971, claimed, that South Vietnamese 

President Nguyen Van Thieu was using the program to eliminate 

his political opponents. It also claimed that the numbers killed 

thanks to the program are huge and highly inflated. The article 

also described how opposition was building against the program 

from the ranks of opposition members of Parliament, and also 

                                                

50 Constitution of the Republic of Viet-Nam, Vietnam Newsletter issued by 
the Office of the Permanent Observer of the Republic of Vietnam, 1967, p. 2   

http://vietnamproject.archives.msu.edu/download.php?file0=http://spartanhist
ory.kora.matrix.msu.edu/files/6/32/6-20-101-116-UA17-95_000284.pdf 

51 Constitution of the Republic of Viet-Nam, Vietnam Newsletter issued by 
the Office of the Permanent Observer of the Republic of Vietnam, 1967, p. 2   

http://vietnamproject.archives.msu.edu/download.php?file0=http://spartanhist
ory.kora.matrix.msu.edu/files/6/32/6-20-101-116-UA17-95_000284.pdf 

52 MOYAR, Mark: op. cit. pp. 90-91.  
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claimed it was inefficient.53 A significant part of the negative press 

is attributed to the effect of the testimony of Kenneth Barron 

Osborn, who was an enlisted soldier with 149th and the 525th 

Military Intelligence Groups, and claimed in congressional 

testimony that the Phoenix program was killing prisoners in large 

numbers. His assertions were picked up by the anti-war activists, 

providing new arguments for the anti-war movement. According 

to Mark Moyar’s research however, Osborn’s testimony is mostly 

exaggerated or false.54 

The Phoenix Program was in some quarters viewed as an 

uncontrolled effort by the US and South Vietnam and it targeted 

not only the enemy, but also killed and imprisoned non-

Communist political opponents of the Thieu regime and 

contributed to other human rights’ violations, such as torture, 

extrajudicial (or unsanctioned) executions etc. Because the 

program was classified official refutation was impossible and 

impractical. The negative picture emerging about the Phoenix 

program was further undermining US involvement in the war 

politically at home.  

 

Conclusion  

There are many interesting and important aspects, which these 

programs can offer for today’s intelligence efforts, when dealing 

                                                

53 PETERSON, Iver (1971): This Phoenix is a Bird of Death. The New York 
Times. July 25 1971 

http://www.nytimes.com/1971/07/25/archives/vietnam-this-phoenix-is-a-bird-
of-death.html 

54 MOYAR, Mark: op. cit. pp. 93-95.  
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with non-state actors. The first, and most important is, that the 

“shadow government” infrastructure is as important to attack as 

the armed groups themselves. As General Tran Dinh Tho writes 

in his book, Pacification: “The GVN [Government of Vietnam] had 

no choice than proceed with the program of eliminating the VCI, 

which would be equated with a military force in terms of 

destructive effectiveness.”55 It is difficult to comprehend, why this 

coordination effort was initiated only years after the US troops 

engaged NLF and the North Vietnamese troops. This shows the 

political nature and difficulties of such operations.  

As stated already, the further analysis of the Phoenix and Phung 

Hoang programs can be a useful source for learning about the 

difficulties of two allies, who have to engage in a 

counterinsurgency effort, and what needs to be done and what 

needs to be avoided to create a sharing environment between 

competing agencies from different countries. The bottom up 

innovation, which gave rise to the two programs is an interesting 

example of the lessons learned process, and should be 

encouraged also in today’s conflicts. Also, the Phoenix program 

has important lessons about the question of actionable 

intelligence, and its exploitation. The use of the PRUs as an 

action arm was certainly not without precedent, as the French 

counterinsurgency theorist Roger Trinquier has described a 

similar model in his book La Guerre Moderne (Modern Warfare), 

first published in 1961. It was however a successful application of 

theory, which needs further analysis.  

                                                

55 TRAN, Dinh Tho: op. cit. p. 73. 
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Nevertheless, the case of the Phoenix program is also a case 

where the political connotations are well worth to remember. An 

important program against insurgent infrastructure, when 

misrepresented in the media, can be as much as a political 

hindrance at home for an ally as much as a militarily worthwhile 

undertaking in the host nation. The Phoenix program became a 

catchword for a host of counterinsurgency programs and 

initiatives, which in turn created a myth around it. But thanks to 

the many myths around it, the usefulness of the initiative was 

largely discarded in the analysis, as it seemed to be a tainted part 

of the war effort. Also, after the war a strong narrative emerged, 

which argued, that the counterinsurgency efforts were only 

secondary to the conventional war effort, so this factor also 

discouraged the honest review of the program.  

The two programs have relevant lessons to today’s 

counterterrorism and counterinsurgency theoreticians and 

practitioners, who have to conduct their work in a foreign 

environment. But other elements of the counterinsurgency effort 

in Vietnam War also need to be further analyzed as many of the 

innovations were allowed to be forgotten after the war, such as 

the training of locals by the Civil Irregular Defense Groups (CIDG) 

or the integration of civil-military effort by the Civil Operations and 

Revolutionary Development Support (CORDS) just to name two 

examples.  
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Abstract 

Terrorist acts are one of the most dangerous criminal offenses. 
Their protected legal interest is the public interest with regard to 
the forceless and uninterrupted operation of states, governmental 
agencies, furthermore the population’s uninterrupted, calm way of 
life that is free of fear. 2  
 
Introduction 

The basic motivation behind terrorism at the end of the past 
century were anarchism and nationalism; although this is the past 
for today’s terrorism, many components of their ideals are to be 

                                                

1 full professor, Head of Department of Criminal Law University of Pécs, 
Faculty of Law and  

full professor, National University of Public Service Institute of National 
Security 

2 BELOVICS Ervin – MOLNÁR Gábor Miklós – SINKU Pál (2012): 
Büntetőjog II. a 2012. évi C törvény alapján [Criminal Law II in accordance with 
Act 2012 C] HVG-ORAC Lap- és Könyvkiadó Kft. Budapest. 471. o. 
(Hereinafter: Belovics-Molnár-Sinku: Büntetőjog II. a 2012. évi C törvény 
alapján) 
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seen in the justification of terrorist acts in following eras and are 
the motivating power behind those acts. Their set of instruments 
differed as well (daggers, poison, bombs), they committed a 
sequence of attacks against Heads of States and monarchs – 
from the French president Carnot at the top of the list down to 
Queen Elisabeth. 3 Nevertheless, it can be stated that terrorism is 
distinctly a phenomenon of the 20th century and has developed 
into a severe problem after World War II and in three main 
geographic regions: Western Europe, the Middle East and Latin 
America.  

“Terrorism is the systematic use of force or threats to use force 
drawing upon different ideologies, abiding by a specific logic and 
taking on different forms. Its aim is to achieve political 
endeavours by developing opportunism amongst victims, the 
audience, within the state and the society. The declared objective 
usually is of political, ideological, religious, ethnic etc. nature 
enforcing a radical change; a sequence of acts applied in order to 
achieve the objective. However, the tool used for the 
achievement is a common and violent criminal offense.” 4 The 
most crucial challenges to be faced in the future are nuclear 
terrorism, ecoterrorism, biological terrorism, cyber terrorism as 
well as the acts of radical religious terrorist groups, which have to 
be seen as an increasingly serious problem. Studies addressing 
terrorism agree that it is mainly a political phenomenon based on 
both structural and psychological factors. It is considered that 

                                                

3 SZÖVÉNYI György (1998): A terrorizmus jellegzetességei az 
ezredfordulón. [The characteristics of terrorism at the turn of the millennium] 
Európai Tükör, 1998. 3. szám 92. o. 

4 KORINEK László (2006): A terrorizmus. [Terrorism.] In: Kriminológia – 
Szakkriminológia [Criminology]: Eds: Gönczöl, K. – Kerezsi, K. – Korinek, L. – 
Lévay, M. CompLex Kiadó. Budapest. 447. o. 
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modernisation, democracy and tension undealt with may lead to 
conditions resulting in terrorism.  

The danger in terrorist acts lie in their unpredictability and in their 
fast and mobile striking effect. The change between the terrorism 
of previous eras and today’s terrorism is based on quality but the 
main differences developed through history. 5 9/11 can be 
considered as a main turning point in the history of terrorism (and 
potentially in the history of mankind). The structure and the 
method of financing terrorist organisations have changed.  

In the past 50 years, when this phenomenon started to become 
an unprecedented threat, many international conventions have 
been emerged in connection with terrorist acts, which were fully 
implemented into the Hungarian Criminal Code.6  

Terrorism is such a crime, which is strongly affected to the human 
rights, and the policy of war on terror is also strongly affected to 
human rights too.7 “In the War on Terrorism, what becomes of 
international human rights? It seems beyond dispute that the war 
model poses a threat to international human rights, because 
honoring human rights is neither practically possible nor 
theoretically required during war.”8 “Terrorism aims at the very 
destruction of human rights, democracy and the rule of law. It 

                                                

5 GERGELY Attila (1994): A terrorizmus természetrajza. [The nature of 
terrorism.] Kapu, 1994. 10-11. szám 92. o. 

6 See more: KASZNÁR Attila (2017): A terrorizmus megjelenése 
Magyarországon az 1970-es és 1980-as években Terror & Elhárítás 2017. 1-2. 
szám 98-101. o. 

7 See more: KŐHALMI László (2015): Az önvédelmi korrupció koncepciója. 
Jura. 21. évf. 1. szám 65-69. o. 

8 LUBAN, David (2002): The War on Terrorism and the End of Human Rights 
(In: Philosophy & Public Policy Quarterly Vol 22. No. 3. 2002. 13. p.) 
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attacks the values that lie at the heart of the Charter of the United 
Nations and other international instruments: respect for human 
rights; the rule of law; rules governing armed conflict and the 
protection of civilians; tolerance among peoples and nations; and 
the peaceful resolution of conflict. Terrorism has a direct impact 
on the enjoyment of a number of human rights, in particular the 
rights to life, liberty and physical integrity. Terrorist acts can 
destabilize Governments, undermine civil society, jeopardize 
peace and security, threaten social and economic development, 
and may especially negatively affect certain groups. All of these 
have a direct impact on the enjoyment of fundamental human 
rights.”9 

“A 2009 study conducted by the University of North Carolina 
concluded that the most commonly utilized counter-terrorism 
tactics, such as extrajudicial killings, torture, forced 
disappearances, and political imprisonment are, in fact, 
themselves acts of terror. To terrorize in the name of combating 
terrorism is ironically hypocritical. When counter-terrorists use the 
tactics of terrorists in order to counter terror, they descend to their 
moral level and just add more terror to the world. And if that were 
not enough, when counter-terrorists terrorize people, they 
generate more terrorists. In addition to civilian casualties, 
governments insidiously conspire to abuse other basic rights in 
the name of fighting terrorism; they tighten security to an 
unreasonable degree, impose petty rules and regulations, and 
censor the masses, hence, creating police states devoid of 
freedom and instilled with fear - the perfect breeding grounds for 
terrorism. Thus, we are faced with a vicious cycle: counter-

                                                

9 http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/Factsheet32EN.pdf (17. 09. 
2017.) 
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terrorism breeds more terrorism, and then more terrorism breeds 
more counter-terrorism, and so on, ad infinitum.”10 

In my paper I will examine the current legal background and law 
enforcement measures in the field of the fight against terrorism, 
keep tabs specially on the terrorist financing worldwide and in 
Hungary.  

 

The Ahmed H. case 

In the past 5 years (2012-2017) an average of 3 terrorist acts 
took place in Hungary. However, these cannot be seen as 
terrorist acts in “classic” criminological terms, but as criminal 
offenses, which have been declared as terrorist acts by the 
increasingly spreading scope of criminal law. Pursuant to the 
Hungarian criminal law the common criminal offenses listed in the 
section “Acts of Terrorism” of the Criminal Code have been 
declared as terrorist acts, when e.g. the objective of the 
perpetrator is to intimidate the general public, coerce a 
government agency, another State into doing, not doing or 
countenancing something; or to disrupt e.g. the operation of an 
international organization. 

One of the cases attracting huge interest in the press has been 
the criminal proceeding against Ahmed H. Due to the “situation 
caused by mass immigration” in Hungary, the state of emergency 
was declared on 15th September 2015 and on the same day new 

                                                

10 HUFFINGTONPOST: Fighting Terrorism Without Violating Human Rights 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/lydia-canaan/fighting-terrorism-
withou_b_9513034.html (17. 09. 2017.) 
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rules in asylum and criminal law became applicable. This reform 
on the Asylum Act obliges refugees to file their asylum requests 
within one of the newly established transit zones along side the 
Schengen external borders. The transit zones on the Hungarian-
Serbian border - Röszke and Tompa - opened on 15th 
September 2015, but in the beginning only hundred requests 
were allowed per day. The border crossing at Röszke, where 
thousands were previously able to enter the EU per day, was 
basically closed overnight. As a consequence, thousands of 
people were trapped; not able to move forward anymore and not 
knowing what was happening.11 

After declaring the state of emergency as a consequence of mass 
immigration hundreds of migrants assembled on the Serbian side 
of the road border crossing Röszke-Horgos on the 16th of 
September 2015. The peaceful minded groups of people with the 
aim to enter Hungary became aggressive over time, trying to tear 
down the fence, some of them throwing stones at the policemen 
on the Hungarian side. Many policemen were injured during the 
confrontation. According to the judgement of the Court of First 
Instance Ahmed H. threatened with breaking down the cordon 
and attacking the police. The suspect has addressed the mass 
several times with a megaphone, threw stones at the police three 
times himself and has illegally entered Hungary after opening the 
gate closing down the crossing point. Ahmed H. then returned to 
the Serbian side and could only be detained 3 days later.  
According to prosecution this act has to be considered a terrorist 
act because the suspect did use force against the representative 
of public authority in order to force the police to let him enter the 
country. 

                                                

11 http://no-racism.net/article/5234 (17. 09. 2017.) 
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On 30th November 2016 Ahmed H. was convicted in Szeged to 
10 years imprisonment on account of illegally crossing the border 
and a terrorist offense. In addition, he was expelled from the 
Hungarian state territory indefinitely. On 15th June 2017 the 
appeal hearing took place in Szeged: resulting in the procedure 
being resubmitted to the first instance court, whilst the accused 
remains in pre-trial detention. Ahmed H. has been detained since 
September 2015 and has therefore been imprisoned for almost 2 
years now. In addition to national press and 2 representatives of 
the international media, Amnesty International Hungary, one 
delegate of the Swiss Democratic Lawyers (ELDH member 
organization) and supporters of Ahmed H. were also present and 
attended the hearing.12 

Pursuant to Hungarian criminal law what Ahmed H. committed is 
a terrorist act. The perpetrator of Syrian nationality was convicted 
of a terrorist act and of the illegal crossing of the border at first 
instance by the General Court of Szeged. As a consequence, he 
was sentenced to imprisonment of 10 years in a high secured 
prison and has been expelled from Hungary. The Court of Appeal 
of Szeged repealed the decision. The proceeding is still ongoing 
in the autumn of 2017. 

In Hungary, the detection and prevention of terrorist acts falls 
within the correspondence of the Counter Terrorism Centre 
[Hungarian name: Terrorelhárítási Központ, TEK]. This state 
agency is specialized on prosecution and intelligence service. 
Pursuant to the relevant legislation (Government decree 
295/2010. (XII. 22.) its main tasks are as follows: 

                                                

12 http://no-racism.net/article/5234 (17. 09. 2017.) 
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a) It analyses and evaluates the threat of terrorism on Hungary. 

b) It organises and coordinates the activity of state agencies for 
the prevention of and response on terrorist acts, performs 
preparational, implementation and administrative tasks in 
connection with the Counter Terrorism Centre. 

c) It contributes towards developing the national program on the 
protection of critical infrastructure, evaluating the level of threat 
and the elaboration of plans on security action plans, furthermore 
– according to a specific contract –, it is responsible for the 
protection of the critical infrastructure being important in terms of 
terrorist threats. 

d) Pursuant to the government decree on the protection of 
individuals and designated establishments it provides protection 
for the General Prosecutor and the Prime Minister, and fulfils 
other tasks regarding the protection of persons, which were 
temporarily or on case-by-case basis assigned to it by the 
Minister of Policing. 

At intelligence level the Counter Terrorism Centre (TEK) plays an 
essential role. Although they can use the police powers under the 
Chapter 7 of the 1994 Police Act (covert operations), the TEK 
does not conduct investigations, but operates exclusively in the 
area of collecting intelligence. Their sources include human 
intelligence, financial intelligence, technical intelligence 
(telephone/wiretapping, internet and other communication 
surveillance) and foreign counterpart information. The information 
is classified until the TEK decides to file a report on suspicion of 
terrorism-related offences to the law enforcement authorities. 
Though the TEK has not yet specifically focused on financing 
terrorism, this aspect has come up in other intelligence actions, 
for instance with regard to suspicions of business activities being 
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used to financially support terrorist organisations (which were 
however later not confirmed). The TEK is clearly well-informed 
and aware of terrorist threats, even if until now it has not found 
concrete indications of terrorist-related activities and considers 
that there is not yet need for immediate action, while at the same 
time recognising the importance of raising awareness for the 
terrorist threat.13 

 

Conclusions 

One reason for why no “traditional” terrorist attack took place 
in Hungary that needs to be highlighted is the effective operation 
of the Counter Terrorism Centre. This agency is subject to the 
responsibility of intervention before the commitment of a terrorist 
act and in this case misuse of firearms will be registered within 
the criminal statistics, as the perpetrator has been detained 
before he/she could commit a criminal offense with his/her 
illegally obtained firearm. Other possible reason could be that we 
had luck in the past decades. We cannot prove, what is right, but 
the point is the same:  there was no serious terrorist attack in 
Hungary up to this day. This doesn’t mean, that we don’t have to 
prepare and we will never have a serious terrorist attack in the 
future in Hungary. We have to find the best practice and the 
balance between the human rights and the security in the next 
years too. 

 

                                                

13 http://www.fatf-gafi.org/media/fatf/documents/reports/mer-fsrb/MER-
Hungary-2016.pdf (17. 09. 2017.) 
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Securitatea in Romania (1948-1989) – an Evaluation 

 

Abstract 

According to Ernest Volkman, a reputed investigator of the secret 
service world, the attempt by historians to understand the role of 
these institutions and the information they have acquired in the 
course of world events "resembles much the opening of a path 
through an impassable, dark, mysterious, paradox, contradictory 
facts, absent or "purified" records, convenient, secret memories, 
"plausible denial" and, occasionally, open lies, without mentioning 
misinformation and misleading"3. 

In the case of studying an institution which, in the service of the 
communist regime, combines specific activities with secret 
services everywhere with the activities characteristic of political 
police, a number of other impediments must be added to the 
difficulties summarized by the author. 

 

                                                

1 researcher, Council for the Study of the Securitate Archives 
2 councilor, Council for the Study of the Securitate Archives 
3 VOLKMAN, Ernest (1998): Spionaj. Bucureşti. Editura Rao. pp. 11-12. 
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Introduction 

Among these, we recall: the destruction of compromising archive 
documents during and immediately after the collapse of the 
communist regime, the recovery and reintegration of many 
officers and collaborators of the old structures in the institutions 
specific to the transition to a democratic regime, the political 
connotations attributable to certain actions or certain actors of 
past events not far removed, as well as the difficulty of a cold 
detached analysis of recent aspects of history. Also, the 
investigator's conclusions will inevitably be regarded with 
suspicion, trying to find out the "political orientation" and the circle 
of interest to which he is an exponent. 

Despite these difficulties, the authors of the present study share 
the optimistic opinion expressed by Marius Oprea in 2008, an 
assiduous researcher of the history of the Securitate, who 
believes that "undoubtedly heated talks and judgments will leave 
the scientific approach as soon as possible when the generation 
born around 1989 will reach maturity"4.  

As such, by this scientific approach, we propose, more than a 
quarter of a century after the collapse of the communist regime in 
Romania, an evaluation study of one of the fundamental 
institutions of this regime: Securitatea. 

 

 

                                                

4 OPREA, Marius (2008): Bastionul cruzimii. O istorie a Securităţii (1948-
1964). Iaşi, Editura Polirom. p. 17. 
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The roots: the Marxist and Leninist theory  

The history of the Securitate in Romania is closely connected to 
the Romanian Communist Party’s evolution, the unique leading 
force of the society for more than four decades. Therefore, 
neither the origin, nor the functioning nor the dissolution of the 
Securitate could be analyzed and understood without taking into 
account the ideological fundaments of the regime that it had 
served and protected. 

The Romanian communist leaders’ perspective about state and its 
role originated in the theory elaborated by Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Engels with regard to the state of “the proletarian dictatorship”. 
According to these German theorists, the state, as a result of the 
society divided into antagonistic classes, functions as an 
instrument to dominate or impose the dictatorship of the dominant 
class under economic terms (sub rapport economic) and helps this 
class to become dominant through political terms (sub rapport 
politic), suppressing in the meantime the opposition of the 
oppressed classes. The elimination of the capitalism implied a new 
form of state: the revolutionary dictatorship of the proletarians. 

“The period between the capitalist society and the communist is 
the period of revolutionary transformation of the former into the 
latter. The counterpart of this period is a period of political 
transition whose state cannot be other than revolutionary 
dictatorship of the proletariat”5. 

Of course, R.C.P., a Marxist-Leninist party, did not ignore the 
theoretical contributions of V. I. Lenin regarding the state and the 

                                                

5 MARKS, Karl (1969): Critica programului de la Gotha. Bucureşti. Editura 
Politică. p. 28. 
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proletarian dictatorship. According to him, “who has not understood 
that in order to achieve the victory any revolutionary class has to 
exert its dictatorship, he has not understood a thing from the 
history of revolutions or he want to know nothing about this”6. 

Besides, Lenin explained very precisely what is meant by 
dictatorship: “The scientific notion of the dictatorship means 
nothing but a power which cannot be restricted by anything, either 
by law, which cannot be abashed by any norm that relies directly 
on violence. The notion of <<dictatorship>> means nothing but 
this”7. 

Stalin as well considered that the state „ ... is machinery within 
hands of the dominant class used to repress the resistance of its 
class enemies. In this regard, the proletarian dictatorship does not 
distinguish itself fundamentally by the dictatorship of any other 
class, because the proletarian state is machinery used for the 
repression of the bourgeoisie. But there is an important distinction 
which implies that all class states that have existed until now 
represented the dictatorship of the exploiting minority over the 
exploited majority, while the proletarian dictatorship is the 
dictatorship of the exploited majority over the exploiting minority”8. 

Consequently, according to the “founding fathers”, the state by 
means of which the goals of the communist doctrine had to be 

                                                

6 V. I. Lenin, Cu privire la istoria problemei dictaturii, apud Marx, Engels, Lenin, 
Despre comunismul ştiinţific Bucureşti, Editura Politică, 1964, p. 155.   

7 V. I. Lenin, Victoria cadeţilor şi sarcinile partidului muncitoresc, 28 martie 
1906, în V.I. Lenin, Opere complete, ediţia a doua, vol. 12, Bucureşti, Editura 
Politică, 1962, pp. 310-311. 

8 I. V. Stalin, Opere, vol. 6, Bucureşti, Editura Partidului Muncitoresc Român, 
1949, p. 125.   
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achieved, such as the overthrow of the capitalist order9 and the 
overall reconstruction on the main bases radically different of the 
socialist society, could only be a dictatorship, “the state of 
proletarian revolutionary dictatorship”, according to Marx’ writings. 

Therefore, it can be assessed that for the first time, the communist 
ideology turned the use of violence for the repression of the 
political enemies and construction of a new society, not only into a 
legal act but into a fundamental principle of the new state10. 

 

The implementation of the communist ideology in Romania 

The ideological subordination of the communist leaders in 
Romania to the soviet pattern of interpretation and application of 
the Marxist-Leninist theory in general, and the state’s role of the 
proletarian dictatorship in particular11, reached its climax starting 

                                                

9 Especially after the World War Two, Stalin’s theories were applied with 
consistency to all domains, most of which the social justice being shaped 
according with these theories:” The Stalinist teaching regarding the helping role 
of the superstructure and its impossibility to hold positions of equal attitude 
toward the opposing classes, arms the Soviet juridical science in order to reveal 
the class core substance regarding different types of state and law. The core 
substance of state and law is always determined by the class whose dictatorship 
it represents, by the center they serve, by the classes against which they are 
used.” – N. G. Alecsandrov, Câteva problem de teorie a statului şi dreptului în 
lumina învăţăturii staliniste despre bază şi suprastructură, în “Analele Româno-
Sovietice. Seria Drept”, an VI, seria a III-a, nr. 4, aprilie-iunie 1952, p. 9. 

10 MILLER, David (2000) (cord.): Enciclopedia Blackwell a gândirii politice. 
Bucureşti. Editura Humanitas. pp. 782 -783.  

11 Besides, the universal validity of the formulated theories was assessed by 
Lenin himself: “the core substance of Marx’ teaching about state has been 
assimilated only by those who have understood that the dictatorship of an only 
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with 1948 along with the elimination of all other democratic forces 
and the establishment of the dictatorial regime, was laid on the 
working class unique party’s formula – The Romanian Workers’ 
Party (Partidul Muncitoresc Român). 

But it has to be noticed that the formula adopted to define the new 
type of state within political condition of that time was not that of 
“proletarian dictatorship” but that of “people’s democracy” – a 
simple linguistic artifice meant to save some appearances. 
Besides, the Romanian communist leaders did not hesitate to lay 
the two expressions on equal positions. In this regard, in 
November 1949 with the occasion of celebration of the Bolshevik 
revolution, Gheorghiu-Dej declared: “The proletarian dictatorship’s 
experience in The U.S.S.R. represents a thesaurus of precepts for 
all countries where the proletarians have conquered the state 
power. The people’s democracy which exerts the proletarian 
dictatorship’s functions is itself a form of proletarian dictatorship, 
but the higher form of the proletarian dictatorship is the soviet 
form”12. 

                                                                                                        

one class is necessary not only for any society generally divided into classes, 
not only for the proletarians who stroke down the bourgeoisies, but also for the 
entire historical period that separates capitalism by the <<society without 
classes>>, by communism. The types of bourgeois states are extremely 
variated, but their core substance is the same: all these states are, one way or 
another, but finally obligatory, the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. It is 
impossible for the transition from capitalism to communism not to give an 
enormous diversity of political forms, but their core substance would inevitable 
be the same: proletarian dictatorship.” – V. I. Lenin, Statul şi revoluţia. 
Învăţăturile Marxismului  despre stat şi sarcinile proletariatului în revoluţie, in V. 
I. Lenin, Opere, vol. 25, iunie – septembie 1917, Bucureşti, 1956, p. 409. 

12 GHEORGHIU-DEJ Gheorghe (1953): Articole şi cuvântări, ed. a III-a, 
Bucureşti. Editura pentru Literatură Politică. p. 390. 
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Assuming the soviet pattern to himself Dej then explained how 
Romanian communists had to understand the core substance of 
the proletarian dictatorship state: 

“The soviet order is the largest democracy for working class and 
for all the working people. But it provides in the meantime the 
smashing of the exploiting class’ attempts to retake the power, to 
reestablish the oppression and capitalist exploitation over the large 
masses of those who work it provides the elimination of exploiting 
classes. (…) This is the proletarian dictatorship. 

People’s democracy during the transition from capitalism to 
socialism has to assure the working people against any attempts to 
restore the capitalist exploitation in our country therefore it is a 
form of proletarian dictatorship. 

People’s democracy has the task to smash all outside and inside 
enemy’s attempts to restore the country to the old capitalist path 
(our emphasis). It has also the task to guarantee transition from 
capitalism to socialism. Thus, it provides functions achievement 
which great Lenin assigned to proletarian dictatorship”13. 

The identification of “People’s democracy” with “the proletarian 
dictatorship” was unanimously shared by the R.C.P.’s leaders. 
Thus, Teohari Georgescu, the frightening interior minister of the 
regime, in the exposure of reasons to the draft of the law on 
people’s councils, emphasized: “The regime of people’s 
democracy is a type of proletarian dictatorship. It successfully 
accomplishes proletarian dictatorship’s functions, i.e., the functions 
of eliminating economic positions of the exploiting classes, the 

                                                

13 Ibidem, pp. 243-245. 
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functions of suppression the attempts to restore the old order, the 
functions of engaging masses of working people in the project the 
construction of socialism under proletarian leadership”14. 

Therefore, the Marxist-Leninist ideology armed the new leading 
elite in Bucharest with a well-articulated system of theories which 
accounted for the harshest repression against wide social 
categories generically called the “exploiting classes”. The 
institution which Romanian Communist Party entrusted with the 
very responsible task to “smash all the attempts of the enemy from 
the inside and outside” was the Securitate. 

Naturally, the pattern adopted in August 1948 for the intelligence 
services of the regime was the soviet one. It could not be different 
as long as the ideological goals were similar, and the logistical 
support, specialized counseling, as well as reliable staff, came 
from the Soviet Union. Besides, the activity of the similar 
institutions from East had demonstrated to be a successful 
providing the triumph of the Bolshevik Party in extremely difficult 
conditions and the maintaining in the obedience a wide population 
dissipated on a wide territory. 

Furthermore, the intelligence penetration in the West during and 
immediately after the World War Two was a major one. It was 
obvious that Romanians novices had a lot to learn from the soviet 
masters! 

As truly as that is the fact that the Soviet Union, untrusting the 
loyalty and ability of the leaders in Bucharest, pursued to assure 
the control over the intelligence system by appointing in main 

                                                

14 “România liberă”, 13 ianuarie 1949 
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positions some persons who had been suspected of affiliation to 
the Soviet Secret Services and also by founding its own agency by 
the counselors delegated to support the first stages of the 
Romanian Securitate.  

Therefore, from uniforms and weapons to the interception systems 
of the conversations and professional brochures, everything 
related to the Securitate’s activity during its first decay of existence, 
was marked by the Soviet stamp. However, it has to be noted that 
Lenin’s desideratum that proletarians, after taking over the political 
power, “completely destroy the old state machinery, replacing it 
with a new one that consisted of armed workers’ organization”, 
was amended to some extent. 

Apart from maintaining the inherited intelligence-repressive 
structures by the new political leadership, between 1945 and 1948 
the continuity element had been represented, first of all, by those 
common characteristics of the political police from everywhere and 
anytime: the obedience to the ruling political force, the contempt 
towards the law and the violation of human fundamental rights and 
liberties. In this equation it should not be overlooked the use of 
some techniques established by the field data collection, the 
interrogation techniques or methods to put on operative games. 

The big difference between the old structures and the newly 
established Securitate consisted of abandonment of any legal 
limitations and providing, at least in the first decade of activity, 
quasi-total impunities of the Securitate’s cadres for abuses 
committed against “people’s enemies”. 
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How to define the Securitate?  

In this context the problem of definition the character of this 
institution is an imperative. Was it a political police15, a secret 
service16, a national security police, an intelligence service or a 
little bit of all these? 

The question may seem useless, but all these denominations may 
be founded in the problem’s historiography. In order to get a 
pertinent answer, it should be discerned the elements of novelty by 

                                                

15Although in the historiography a consensus regarding the defining features 
of the political police has not been reached yet (see Alain Dwerpe’s 
considerations on secret services institutionalization in Alain Dwerpe, Spionul. 
Antropologia secretului de stat contemporan, translation from French by Dan C. 
Mihăilescu, Bucureşti, Editura Nemira, 1998, p. 125-160), from our point of view, 
political police mean any structure organized by the state power, capable to 
obtain, analyze and synthesize political and personal information about political 
opponents of the ruling party / parties or of the sate leader in order to take 
countermeasures.  

16 We use the term „secret service” with the meaning of an entirely hidden 
structure, unknown for the public and whose existence has been constantly 
denied by the state authorities. In this regard, an example may be the National 
Bureau for Aerial Reconnaissance – Biroul Naţional pentru Recunoaştere 
Aeriană (N.R.O.), - founded by the president Eisenhower on august 25, 1960. 
According to Cristopher Andrew, a famous British specialist in the history of the 
secret services, “throughout a generation, N.R.O. had been considered the most 
secret spy agency in America. Mass media hadn’t known about its existence 
until 1973 and its activity hadn’t been officially acknowledged until September 
1992” -  Cristopher Andrew, CIA şi Casa Albă. Serviciui secret şi Preşedinţia 
americană de ia George Washington la George Bush, Translation from English 
by Daniela Mişcov, Bucureşti, Editura Bic AII, 1998, p. 227. Another example is 
that of Israeli secret service „Lakam”, an acronym for Lisbka le-Kishrei Mada – 
The Bureau of Scientific Affairs Connections, whose existence „hadn’t been 
revealed for more than three decades” - Dan Raviv, Yossi Melman, Spioni 
împotriva Armaghedonului. Războaiele secrete ale Israelului, translation from 
English by Mihai- Dan Pavelescu, Bucureşti, Meteor Publishing, 2013, p. 50.  
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those of continuity between the Securitate’s activities and those of 
the structures that had preceded it, not only in the sphere of 
methods and means used, but especially in the sphere of pursued 
goals. 

As we have already revealed, the Securitate’s means and methods 
of action, objectively analyzed, even if they were reprovable in 
most of the cases, did not fundamentally differ by those used by 
the similar services from other countries. Thus, without speaking of 
the censorship of correspondence, stakeout, wiretapping or the 
use of the informers, practices that had already been used for a 
long time by the Romanian or other specialized services, not even 
the most terrible methods and actions of the Securitate were not 
without a counterpart in other contemporary institutions’ practices, 
which do not even have the excuse to have been functioning in a 
totalitarian state.  

Beyond any institutional transformations it still remains the fact that 
any institution, as a last resort, consists of people. The forms of 
institutional aggregation, the methods and means used in activity 
are all moving to a second plan, people having the main role in 
activity.17  

Or, from our point of view, the main deficiency of the Securitate 
was the quality of people that it used. Even in the service of the 

                                                

17 Referring to the imprisonment harshness in different prisons, a former 
political prisoner told in 1965:” the terror regime was not the same in all prisons, 
they moved us in many prisons. The [official] regime was the same, but was not 
applied with the same brutality, it depended on the camp leadership, if the staff, 
and especially the headmaster was humane, the sense of humanity was not 
entirely faded in him, you could feel a sort of relief.” – A.C.N.S.A.S., fond 
Informativ, dosar nr. 3.560, vol. 2, f. 124. 
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communist party and respecting the repressive legislation drafted 
by this, the Securitate would have caused much less harm, much 
less victims, if it had hired other people. 

The criteria imposed by the ideology in the process of selection 
and formation of the cadres reflected themselves in a negative way 
in the institution’s activity during its functioning. The precarious 
general knowledge, the lack of specialized knowledge and a 
minimum of notions of law, all combined with the organic hate 
nurtured by many of the employees toward those generally 
assigned “people’s enemies”, led to the perpetration of some 
horrible abuses such as crimes, tortures, ruination of some 
destinies, and to lamentable professional failures in the sphere of 
gathering information. 

 

New winds brought some changes 

The institution underwent transformations, especially after 1967; 
even if they led to an increase in the general knowledge level and 
professional skills, did not succeed to eliminate initial deficiencies 
that had been affecting the Securitate’s officers. Despite of 
recruiting some officers from university graduates, raising the 
standard for admission to the officer’s school and for elimination 
from the institution of too compromised officers on account of 
abuses committed, the flaws that came out in the first decade of 
activity could not be eliminated, many of the distinguished officers 
in the “obsessively decade”, when they were at their early career, 
advanced in time in higher positions and had been maintained 
there until ’80. Therefore, the old flaws were subtly “transferred” to 
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the young people who had recently joined the system, not to 
mention that the “veterans” occasionally felt the need to remember 
their “chekist” youth18. 

The outcome was the preservation of a quite low level of 
professionalism, mainly in internal activities, the adjustment to the 
so-called “socialist legality” (and this led to a substantial decrease 
of abuses!) and the simulation of commitment and dedication to 
the system and its representatives. The advancement of some 
party activists to the command functions, especially after the 
desertion of General OP. CIT. Pacepa, did nothing but strengthen 
even more the security structures and rapidly led to the 
abandonment of the modernization attempt recorded between 
1967 and 1973. 

On the other hand, it had to be noticed that during the ‘70s-‘80s, 
when the regime was strengthened and accepted, more or less 
consented by most of the people, the challenges that the security 
apparatus had to cope with were different to a great extend if 
compared to those from the first period of the regime. 

The capture of the paratroopers sent across the “Iron Curtain” and 
the bloody elimination of the anticommunist resistance’s armed 
groups were replaced by the ideological subversion, with its entire 
arsenal, which was peaceful but equally deadly for the communist 

                                                

18 An eloquent example was proudly evoked by General Nicolae Pleşiţă in 
2000s, the Paul Goma mistreatement in March 1977, during the detention to the 
Securitate: „I caught him at the criminal investigations, I grabbed his beard and I 
punched him in the jaw that he remained neck twisted. <<Your mother’s God, 
asshole, you are concerning about Havel while your country is dying by 
Tartars?!>>” – Ochii si urechile poporului. Convorbiri cu generalul Nicolae Pleşită. 
Dialoguri consemnate de Viorel Patrichi in perioada aprilie 1999 - ianuarie 2001. 
Bucureşti. Editura Lumea. 2001. p. 145. 
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regime. The attacks were no more carried out with grenades and 
semiautomatic guns, but with books, music and films. The wall of 
ideological censorship was falling dawn in front of 
telecommunications satellites, video tape and personal computers! 
The primitive sabotage, such as setting on fire the threshing areas 
or damaging the threshers, had already been replaced by the 
technical and economic spying, shell companies, onerous 
contracts, rigged auctions, fictitious invoices! The terrorists did not 
ignite the Bickford fuses any more, but pressed the button of a 
remote control panel or sent explosive envelopes by mail! 

All of these claimed a radical change of the security paradigm of 
the regime and assumed a wide effort of re-conceptualization the 
position and role of the Securitate within the state edifice. Or, 
exactly this effort proved that the new requirements were much 
higher thanthe intellectual capabilities and political influence of 
personages called to lead this institution in its final period. 

 

In the captivity of obedience 

Harshly maintained in a state of total obedience toward political 
factor, the Securitate apparatus was led to organic inability to 
evolve towards professionalization and transformation into a 
genuine intelligence service19. Being designed as the party’s 

                                                

19 The most eloquent example in this case is the indignant rejection by Party 
leadership of the iterative requests coming from the Securitate regarding the 
preservation of theinformative human sources’ conspiracy, an elementary rule 
for any intelligence service of anytime and anywhere! The intervention of Gh. 
Gheorgiu-Dej during the meeting of the Political bureau on June 1st 1954 is also 
eloquent: “I would propose to be provided a point in this 
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“sword and shield” by the regime’s leaders, the Securitate had to 
align its activity to certain recognizable tendencies during its entire 
existence. Thus, the great “problem-cases” from the political police 
specific section remained the same for four decades: “The former 
bourgeois political parties” (“Fostele partide politice burgheze”), 
“The Legionary Movement” („Mişcarea Legionară”), “Cults-Sects” 
(“Culte — Secte”), “Studious Youth” („Tineret studios”), “Justice” 
(„Justiţia”), “Military Counterintelligence” („Contrainformaţii 
militare”), “Press-Printings” („Presă - Tipărituri”), “Nationalism-
Irredentism” („Naţionalism - iredentism”), “Hostile Emigration” 
(„Emigraţie duşmănoasă”).  

From this point it became clear at a great extent, the impossibility 
of the Securitate to fulfill the tasks assigned by the party. The 
ambition “to know everything”, to not let “uncovered” any section of 
social life, i.e. the ambition specific to any totalitarian regime, led to 
the dispersal of forces and blur of the real threats, lost among 
anodyne facts, deprived of any political meaning. Besides, the 
documents from the ‘80s denote with no doubt the fact that the 
Securitate officers were entirely overwhelmed: the number of 

                                                                                                        

decision/resolution/decree where it is mandatory/obligatory for the leaders of the 
regional offices/directions/departments of the ministry also to report on the 
professional issues to the prime/first secretaries of party regional committees, 
but not on the competent ones, also to know the agency, its activity, there must 
be no secret for the prime secretaries of the party regional committees. (…) He 
has the right to/is entitled to know in a decoded way the agency in order to know 
the source of information and to be completely informed of the activities of M.A.I. 
organs. (…)” On the same occasion, Dumitru Coliu synthesized the activists’ 
perspective in the following words: “The party municipal/town secretaries are ten 
times more superior (sic!) compared to the respective M.A.I. organs.” - apud 
Consiliul Naţional pentru Studierea Arhivelor Securităţii, Partidul si Securitatea. 
Istoria unei idile eşuate (1948-1989), editori: Flonan Banu, Luminiţa Banu, Iaşi, 
Casa Editorială „Demiurg”, 2013, p. 242. 
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foreign citizens who were coming to Romania (as tourists, with 
business purposes ot just to visit their relatives) was increasing 
year by year, the amount of internal and external correspondence 
blew up, the number of Romanians who were leaving abroad (for 
work, to visit relatives, to study or as tourists) was increasing! 

Furthermore, specific domains were proved to be simply 
incomprehensible. For example, the Securitate ambition to dispose 
of a quality intelligence network in each education unit (from 
kindergarten to university) proved to be downright chimeric, 
considering that the educational system was including no less than 
5.592.344 young people in 1989, representing 24,6% of the 
population of the country. Their number was completed by the 
number of the masters, teachers, pedagogues, who had also to be 
supervised.  

The expansion up to absurdity of the Securitate operative base 
could only lead to a general antipathy from the population, which 
felt itself increasingly supervised, combined with an informational 
collapse of the institution, unable to manage the multitude of the 
“security risks” anymore, as the more numerous information sent to 
specialized organs had no practical consequence.  

Besides, during the last years of the regime, it has to be noticed an 
increasingly obvious commitment of the Securitate to the line of so-
called “hostile comments”, inscriptions and letters with a “hostile 
content”. This realm of activity of the Securitate illustrated, perhaps 
in the best way possible, the pattern of historical evolution revealed 
by Giambatistta Vico through the formula corsi e ricorsi, and also 
the organic inability of the communist regime to get rid of its native 
sin.  
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Ceausescu’s role 

Therefore, during the C.C. plenary session of the R.C.P. from June 
26-27, 1967, having the desire to subordinate the Securitate to 
himself and to eliminate his rival, Alexandru Drăghici, Nicolae 
Ceausescu did not hesitate to declare: “Every minute you surely 
find one who says that cheese is not good, others say they are not 
satisfied with Mizil or Ceauşescu said, but this is not hostile activity 
that has to be debated and make us to take actions against 
people. (…) Some criticize us. Of course they criticize us, 
comrades! But in the end, is it wrong that they criticize that we take 
a wrong action in one or another field of activity? From this point 
on, can we really draw new conclusions regarding that among 
intellectuals there might be found people who support the 
reaction? But what do these critiques mean? They refer to some 
deficiencies that we criticize even more than they do, because we 
got more possibilities, we are more prepared to handle elements 
and because we desire to make things right. I consider that this 
way to think about problems, that any critique of any action, any 
manifestation that the cheese is not enough for him, the wage is 
not enough for him, we immediately consider a hostile action. I 
have considered, comrades, that we exceeded this stage long time 
ago! If we continue to deal with gathering any minor trifle, that one 
said he found no onions at the market, and instead of criticize 
Banc20 and Giosan21 because they didn’t manage to produce 

                                                

20 Banc Iosif, n. 3 mart. 1921, com. Aluniş, jud. Mureş, membru supleant al 
C.C. al P.M.R. (28 dec. 1955-25 iun. 1960); membru al C.C. al P.M.R./P.C.R. 
(25 iun. 1960-24 nov. 1989); at that date he was the vicepresident of the 
Council of Ministers (21 aug. 1965-24 apr. 1972); - C.N.S.A.S., Membrii C.C. 
al P.C.R. 1945-1989. Dicţionar, Florica Dobre (coord.), Liviu Marius Bejenaru, 
Clara Cosmineanu-Mareş, Monica Grigore, Alina Ilinca, Oana Ionel, Nicoleta 
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onion, we criticize that one because he dared to complain that 
there is no onion or tomatoes, shoes or good socks, and so on, we 
do not act properly. I criticized too the comrades from the 
consumer industry and trade that one cannot find any good socks 
in Romania”22. 

After only ten years, the discussions of the population were 
carefully observed again and the expression of complaints 
regarding food shortages, the lack of fuels, electricity and heat or 
any other deficiencies or aberrant political actions, especially if 
they reached the international media, turned the ordinary citizen, 
exasperated by the endless sacrifices he was required, into a 
“subject” for the Securitate, with his whole batch of discontents. 
Equally significant is the reinsertion on the agenda of the 
Securitate of some “sins” attributed to the ‘50s, such as the 
attendance of the foreign libraries in Bucharest23. 

This situation shows once more the truth of Nicolae Ceauşescu’s 
words at the plenary meeting in June 1967: “It seems to me that for 
the entire party it has been obviously for a long time that the 

                                                                                                        

Ionescu-Gură, Elisabeta Neagoe-Pleşa, Liviu Pleşa, Bucureşti, Editura 
Enciclopedică, 2004, pp. 82-83. 

21 Giosan Nicolae, n. 30 dec. 1921, sat Drâmbar, corn. Ciugud, jud. Alba; d. 
31 iul. 1990, Penitenciarul Jilava; Membru supleant al C.C. al P.M.R. (28 dec. 
1955-17 iun. 1960); membru al C.C. al P.M.R./P.C.R. (17 iun. 1960-22 dec. 
1989); membru supleant al Comitetului Politic Executiv al C.C. al P.C.R. (28 
nov. 1974-22 dec. 1989). At that time, he was the President (27 iul. 1965-13 
nov. 1969) of the Higher Council of Agriculture (Consiliului Superior al 
Agriculturii) - Membrii C.C..., pp. 298-299. 

22 BERINDEI, Apud Mihnea – DOBRINCU, Dorin – GOŞU, Armand (2012): 
Istoria comunismului din România. vol. II. Documente Nico!ae Ceauşescu (1965-
1971), Iaşi. Editura Polirom. p. 321 şi p. 324. 

23 A.C.N.S.A.S., fond Documentar, dosar nr. 8.833, vol. 12, ff. 318-320. 
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Securitate is an instrument of the party and state, assigned to 
accomplish the orders of the party and government in the fight with 
the enemies of working people, of the constructors of socialism. 
This has been the role of the Securitate since its foundation, it is 
still and will be in the future!”24. 

Exactly this perspective was fully carried into effect during the ‘80s 
when the Securitate was given missions by the Party, missions 
that normally would have represented at least most minor activities 
for a professional intelligence service serving national security.  

In this regard, it could be mentioned the so-called ”Operation 
Exchange Rate” carried out primarily through U.M. 0107 I.C.E. 
„Dunărea” and also through other units within C.I.E. and through 
units within Economic Counterintelligence Second Direction and 
especially by those within Counterintelligence Third Direction within 
D.S.S. 

Representative for the role of the obedient instrument assigned to 
the Securitate by the Party during the mentioned period is the way 
in which the external actions of influence and lobby to promote 
Romania were gradually turned into actions appropriate to the cult 
of personality of Nicolae Ceauşescu being automatically identified 
with Romania25. 

Paradoxically, at the same time with the transformation of the 
Securitate into an important lever within the mechanism of 

                                                

24 BERINDEI, Apud Mihnea – DOBRINCU, Dorin – GOŞU, Armand: op. cit. 
p. 320. 

25 Vezi, Luminiţa Banu, Acţiunea „Lumina" – Centrul de Informaţii Externe 
intre lobby şi cultul personalităţii, în „Caietele C.N.S.A.S.”, anul III, nr. 2 (6)/2010, 
pp. 131-160. 
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edification of the cult of personality, a process, that seemed to 
have been premeditated, of totally alienation of this institution 
because of regime’s ideological objectives was unfolding. 
“Professional revolutionaries”, people having the experience of the 
unlawfulness and long periods in imprisonment, were retired long 
time ago and the new officers, those who “came at the laid table”, 
how the ‘illegalists’ used to mock at them, saw their role and status 
in society being undermined. 

People who entered the system in the ‘50s and ‘60s, did that either 
from an ideological conviction, proper to the youth, or being 
attracted by material privileges and by the position and social 
prestige of the Securitate officer. Officer’s prestige that had been 
maintained since the interwar period, combined with a substantial 
wage as compared to many other civil professions, personal and 
family safety in relation to potential political repressive measures, 
all these provided an increased adherence to the policy promoted 
by the regime and a co-interest in preserving it. 

 

Crack on the monolithic Securitate: the duplicity 

Or, the ‘80s, with all kind of material deprivations and aberrant 
political measures made by the leadership of the regime, 
irremediably cracked the ideological convictions and seriously 
altered the Securitate officers’ social position, so that the devotion 
to the regime of a significant number of officers became more and 
more superficial.  
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The frustrations created by the lack of reaction of the party’s 
structures against the numerous identified and reported problems 
and the impunity of party activists who were culpable of that state 
of affairs, had an important role in this process26. All these 
phenomena led the most of the Securitate officers to what the 
historian Cristian Troncotă defined as duplicity: 

„The duplicity was the prevailing spirit within which the most of this 
institution’s officers carried out their activities, at least in the last 
years of the communist regime. The duplicity could be found not 
only in professional activity, but in all what was thought and 
realized in family, in one’s circle of friends, in discussions and even 

                                                

26 In this regard, General Nicolae Pleşiţă gave a testimony: „The Apparatus 
was indignant. I was at Sala Palatului when people of Brasov raised in 1987. 
Before the meeting, I met General Iulian Vlad and [Emil] Macri. Vlad was the 
deputy of Postelnicu. At 10 years after the events from Valea Jiului, Vlad and 
Macri prepared to leave to Brasov. There were complaining. <<Iulica, I said, the 
comedy from Petrosany might be repeated, man!>>. Vlad was smart but he was 
sulky that I was standing at Grădişte, giving them advice. <<What should I do? I 
suggested to give to the people what they need, to prevent people from  raising 
against them. And do you know what I was assigned to do? After I gave him the 
information in which I exposed also the deficiencies of the domain of food 
supply, do you know what task I was given by Ceauşescu? To go and help the 
city hall from Brasov that food, including eggs, to be correctly distributed among 
people! This are intelligence services created for? To distribute eggs in 
Brasov?>>” - Ochii si urechile poporului. Convorbiri cu generalul Nicolae Pleşiţă. 
Dialoguri consemnate de Viorel Patrichi in perioada aprilie 1999-ianuarie 2001, 
prefaţă de Dan Zamfirescu, Bucureşti, Editura Lumea, 2001, p. 109. Even if the 
dialog did not take place in these terms, the spirit of rebellion of the Securitate 
officers in front of insensibility and lack of reaction of political factor against the 
reported deficiencies, must have been very real. 
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in the gestures of the Securitate officer as an <<ordinary 
citizen>>”27. 

Thus, it came to the situation, apparently paradoxical, in December 
1989, when a powerful repressive apparatus, exercised for a long 
time, passively assisted to the collapse of the regime that it had 
been serving for four decades.28 As the former officers of the 
Securitate admit, D.S.S. “was not surprised by what was 
happening in December 1989, because they had known what was 
to be happen. They even warned Nicolae Ceauşescu, but he did 

                                                

27 TRONCOTĂ Cristian (2014): Duplicitarii. Din istoria serviciilor de informaţii 
si securitate ale regimului comunist din România (1965-1989), ediţia a II-a 
revăzută şi adăugită. Bucureşti. Editura Elion. p. 287. 

28 Despite of the “duplicity” of a part of officers, it cannot be denied that the 
Securitate as an institution did its duty to the Party until 1989. The fact that in 
Romania there couldn’t be organized either “free unions” alike Polish 
“Solidarity”, or civic movement of intellectuals as is Czechoslovakia or Hungary, 
or a group of reformers within the Party, was a consequence of the sustained 
activity of the Securitate.  We do not accept the deprecatory assessments 
regarding the Romanian people, synthesized in the insulting formula “the 
polenta does not explode”, but we consider that professionalism used by the 
Securitate to action in the so-called problem of “internal information”, made 
almost impossible any attempt to organize and few cases of open opposition 
remained quasi unknown for the population, in spite of radio broadcastings such 
as “Vocea Americii” and “Europa Libera”. Even the frail gestures of dissidence 
made “on the last minute”, such as “The letter of the six” (“Scrisoarea celor 
sase”), are rather subscribed, from our perspective, in the series of actions 
accomplished “with the police permission”. Therefore, not the supposed organic 
inability of Romanians to oppose to an oppressive regime permitted the intact 
preservation of the regime until December 1989, but rather the sustained, 
efficient activity of the “guardian” of the regime: The Securitate. The loyalty of a 
significant part of the Securitate during that time is not questioned either by the 
occidental analysts: ”at the mid ‘80s the only sustainers of Ceauşescu were the 
members of the praetorian guards of the Securitate.” - R.J. Crampton, Europa 
Răsăriteană in secolul al XX-lea... si după, traducere de Cornelia Bucur, 
Bucureşti, Editura Curtea Veche, 2002, p. 422. 
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not take into account the information received”29. Obviously, the 
attempt to throw the entire responsibility on the shoulders of the 
Secretary General of the party cannot cover the numerous 
questions about the behavior of the Securitate as an intelligence-
repressive institution, before and during the days of the Romanian 
Revolution in December 1989. 

 

Searching for permanent enemies: the conspiracies 

Last but not least, it worth to remember the role played, for four 
decades, by the Securitate apparatus in the instrumentalization of 
one of the “founding myths” of any totalitarian regime: the 
conspiracy myth, of the enemy who eternally lies in wait30. The 
conspiracy “rationalizes” all that is bad in society31: poverty, misery, 
unemployment, work accidents, and accounts for the necessity of 
an instrument to supervise and protect the people (not 
coincidentally, the first denomination of the political police of the 
communist regime in Romania was The General Direction of 
People’s Security (Direcţia Generală a Securităţii Poporului). 

But conspiracy did not have only the role to “explain” failures, 
difficulties, but also offered a remedy: detecting the scapegoat, “it 

                                                

29 TEODORESCU Filip (2009): „În decembrie 1989 a fost o lovitură de stat 
organizată de serviciile de informaţii străine”, în „Vitralii. Lumini şi umbre - 
revista veteranilor din Serviciile Române de Informaţii”, anul I, nr. 1, decembrie 
2009, p. 52. 

30 See for the functioning mode of this myth the reflections of GIRARDET 
Raoul (1997): Mituri şi mitologii politice, traducere de Daniel Dimitriu; prefaţă de 
Gabriela Adameşteanu, Iaşi, Institutul European. pp. 35-42. 

31 VOICU, George (2000): Zeii cei răi. Cultura conspiraţiei in România 
postcomunistă, Iaşi, Editura Polirom. p. 15. 
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makes a political diagnosis and, at the same time, recommends a 
political therapy”32. The therapy chosen by the communist leaders 
of the ‘50s was a radical one, bloody, proper to the totalitarian 
regimes. As Raoul Girardet observed, “from the Jacobin terror to 
the Stalinist terror, the accusation of conspiracy had never ceased 
to be used by power in order to get rid of suspects or opponents, to 
legitimate its purges and to hide its own errors or deceptions”33. 
Thus, physical elimination or political and economic neutralization 
of the “class enemies” was followed by the purge of its own ranks 
and the removal of the rivals of the unique leader. In all these 
processes, the role of the Securitate was very important, either we 
talk about “the trials of the saboteurs from the Channel (Canal)”, in 
September 1952, or we refer to the elimination of Lucreţiu 
Pătrăşcanu or the imprisonment of Vasile Luca. 

The late action of this regime in 1968, a „reparatory” one in 
declared purposes, had certainly not the significance of a 
fundamental change, but was circumscribed to another myth, that 
of the savior leader, the restorer of legality and order. The 1968 
moment deserves itself a detailed analysis, the Securitate being, 
again, “the star” of the damnation trial of the former leader and his 
unrepentant acolytes, reassuming at the same time the mission of 
“shield and buckler” for the regime, embodied by Nicolae 
Ceauşescu. 

After we have overviewed the context of foundation the institution, 
its organizational avatars, its political subordination and institutional 
alliance that supported it, a question imposes itself: What did 
remain from the Securitate after 41 years of activity, under its 

                                                

32 Ibidem 
33 GIRARDET Raoul, op. cit., p. 35. 
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different various official titles and under its various types of 
organization? What are “the passive” and “the active” of an activity 
which ultimately targeted the entire nation and each domain of the 
private and public life? Of course that many answers may be 
formulated starting from differentiated evaluation grids. 

From our point of view, “the balance sheet” is a negative one and 
when we assert this we consider especially “the long period” of 
history. Of course that crimes and abuses committed will remain 
the main charges and will not be forgotten or forgiven especially by 
victims’ families! Of course that institutional failure in defending the 
regime and leaders, mission assumed by military oath, is beyond 
any doubt. As obvious as that is the fact that, at one moment or 
another, the institution prevented a terrorist attack or an industrial 
catastrophe, brought secret technologies from abroad or thwarted 
some attacks on the national integrity and sovereignty. But all of 
this altered limited segments either had a tactical importance in a 
certain political, economic, or military context. 

 

Epilogue: the repercussions on today’s generation 

What seems to us to be truly blamable is the fact that might be 
called “the evil rooting” in the Romanian society or its 
“trivialization”, if we take a formulation of Hanna Arendt, 
subsequently used by Marius Oprea in a similar context. At more 
than a quarter of a century after the dissolution of the institution, 
the contempt for the human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
mistrust in law, justice and independence are common phenomena 
for many citizens. The mistrust in others, the society atomization, 
the fear to express freely an opinion contradicting the Authority, the 
fright that you are addressing to a “sneak” or the fact that what you 
are saying is taped, the tendency to see everywhere undercover 
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officer and “manufactured files”, are daily realities in Romania 
today, affecting to a great extent even the generations that have 
not directly endured the practices of the Securitate. 

All you read above give us the right to believe that the biggest 
harm was done by the Securitate not to a person or another, not to 
one or another category of “objectives”, but to the idea of “citizen” 
itself, with inalienable rights and freedoms. Being subdued to 
arbitrariness for many centuries, unprotected by a well-articulated 
judicial system, subdued to the laws of whim, as changeable and 
temporary as the lords who ruled, Romanians were still learning 
the alphabet of the democracy at the moment when the communist 
regime established. In this context the Securitate, led and 
protected by the almighty Party, dispersed the frail democratic 
behaviors, making the notional law to be ridiculous and showing, 
too often, that the justice of force triumphs and not the force of 
justice will overcome. 

Taking these aspects into account, knowing the history of the 
Securitate becomes, from our perspective, not a satisfaction of a 
simple curiosity, more or less scientific, but a duty of any citizen 
who desires to live truly free in a democratic society made up of 
non-negotiable values of an indubitable permanence.   
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“We’ll know that our information 
campaign is complete when absolutely 
everything the American people believe 
is false.” 

CIA director, William 
Casey 19821 

 

Endre Szénási2 

 

US-Russian Opposition in Some Contemporary Military 
Conflicts: Who Russia Truly Fights? 

 

Abstract 

The article – dealing with US-Russian opposition in military 
conflicts – explores three main topics. In the first chapter we are 
witnessing a rapidly changing world order that is increasingly 
multipolar and unstable: the West is declining and the East is 
rising. It deeply affects US-Russian opposition, since it is part of 
the bigger picture. In the second chapter there is an analysis of 
the distortions of the Western threat perception, where even 

                                                

1 Vanessa Beeley: Canada’s NDP Supporting White Helmets for Nobel Prize 
is ‘Serious Mistake’ ~ Open Letter Written by John Ryan, Ph.D., 21st Century 
Wire, 26 September 2016, http://21stcenturywire.com/2016/09/26/canada-ndp-
supporting-white-helmets-for-nobel-prize-is-a-serious-mistake-open-letter-
written-by-john-ryan/  (Accessed: 27 June 2017) 

2 Senior Desk Officer, Defence Policy Department, Hungarian Ministry of 
Defence 
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Western support of jihadist terrorists is acceptable to achieve 
geopolitical goals. Western and proxy involvement in support of 
international jihadist terrorism, especially ISIS, Al-Qaida etc. 
reveals who Russia truly fights in Syria,3 4 5 6 7 Lybia8 etc. In the 
last chapter there is an overview of some specific military 
conflicts, where US-Russian opposition exists. 

                                                

3 «Без Израиля мы бы не выжили»: откровения исламистов, воюющих в 
Сирии (ФОТО), Rusvesna, 29 June 2017, http://rusvesna.su/news/1498305283 
(Accessed: 29 June 2017) 

4 MOORE Jack (2017): Israel Secretly Paying Salaries of Syrian Rebels on 
Golan Heights Border: Report, Newsweek, 19 June 2017, 
http://www.newsweek.com/israel-secretly-paying-salaries-syrian-rebels-golan-
heights-627155 (Accessed: 29 June 2017) 

5 MCKERNAN, Bethan (2017): Israel ‘giving secret aid to Syrian rebels’, 
report says, Direct funding, food, fuel and medical supplies allegedly provided 
by Israeli state to keep Isis and Iranian-allied forces in neighbouring civil war at 
bay, The Independent, 19 June 2017, 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/israel-giving-secret-aid-
syrian-rebels-bashar-al-assad-golah-heights-hezbollah-fursan-al-joulan-
a7797151.html (Accessed: 29 June 2017) 

6 JONES, Rory – RAYDAN, Noam - MA’AYEH Suha (2017): Israel Gives 
Secret Aid to Syrian Rebels, Fighters near Golan Heights in Syria receive cash 
and humanitarian help, The Wall Street Journal, 18 June 2017, 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/israel-gives-secret-aid-to-syrian-rebels-
1497813430 (Accessed: 29 June 2017) 

7 Израиль потратил 17 миллионов долларов на лечение сирийских 
боевиков (ФОТО), Государство Израиль потратило 62 миллиона шекелей 
или 17 миллионов долларов на лечение 2200 сирийских боевиков, 
сообщают СМИ страны, Rusvesna, 2 March 2017, 
http://rusvesna.su/news/1488389769 (Accessed: 29 June 2017) 

8 CLOUGHLEY, Brian (2017): Crimea, Afghanistan and Libya, Strategic 
Culture, 27 June 2017, https://www.strategic-
culture.org/news/2017/06/27/crimea-afghanistan-and-libya.html (Accessed: 27 
June 2017) 
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Introduction 

There are several military conflicts in the world, where we can 
observe a collision of interest, antagonisms between the US and 
Russia. Such conflicts between the two great powers do not 
appear entirely independently: they are a part of conflicts 
between the West and the East. Before we start exploring the 
military conflicts that represent collisions of US and Russian 
interests, it is beneficial to summarise some of the attributes of 
the increasingly multipolar and unstable new world order in a 
general form. The nature and the rules of the new world order 
significantly influence the behaviour of the poles in military 
conflicts, especially that of the US and Russia.   

 

I) The birth of a multipolar world order: rise of the 
East, decline of the West – unpredictability grows  

The Obama administration inherited a legacy to Donald 
Trump that includes severe burdens, keeping in mind that 
previous administrations also contributed to several unsolved 
problems. The state-indebtedness of the US approximately 
doubled during the Obama administration, getting fairly close to 
20 trillion USDs9 that is around 106 percent of the US annual 
GDP. The overall indebtedness of the US, that includes the state-
, population-, and company-related debts, which is around 70 
trillion USDs,10 roughly the equivalent of the entire value of all the 
national assets of the US, which are around 80 trillion USDs.11 
Any country in the world that is equally indebted to overall value 

                                                

9 20.000 billion USDs 
10 70.000 billion USDs 
11 80.000 billion USDs 
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of all assets available, is in a crisis of historic proportions, as a 
Hungarian economist, Prof. László Bogár put it.12 

The privileged status of the US economy (i.e. the USD-
based international trade of oil and other mechanisms) could so 
far positively shape the trends partially masking the severe 
problems of the indebtedness. However, it is questionable how 
the US economy would survive a new wave of economic crisis, if 
it becomes obvious, that the US indebtedness is not possible to 
be financed any longer. If the US indebtedness becomes 
unmanageable in case of an unstoppable financial meltdown, it 
would most likely lead to a lasting shift in world economy, where 
the US economy would lose most of its privileged status. In this 
case the multipolar nature of the new world order would become 
ever more obvious, even though it is currently still debatable.  

The US infrastructure (roads, bridges, power plants etc.) 
suffer the consequences of decades of insufficient maintenance 
and require investment at a magnitude of a thousand billion 
USDs. Otherwise the crippling infrastructure would become a 
direct drag lowering US GDP, also slowing the overall growth of 
the economy. The imperial ambitions of the US show signs of 
being overstretched in both economic and military terms. While 
US multinational superstructures (big companies) earned a lot of 
money, the nation state US has increasingly payed the price. A 
good example of that is the impoverishment of certain layers of 
the American middle class that is necessary to maintain the 
American Dream, or the stagnation of hourly wages since the 

                                                

12 BOGÁR László (2017): Büdzsé és birodalom. Aligha meglepetés, hogy az 
egész világ élénk érdeklődéssel kíséri az első olyan költségvetés 
megtárgyalását, amit már az új amerikai elnök terjesztett a kongresszus elé, 
Magyar Hírlap, 31 March 2017, 
http://magyarhirlap.hu/cikk/84089/Budzse_es_birodalom (Accessed: 17 April 
2017) 
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1970-s in a country where productivity grew significantly, 
including times of economic crisis. The global leadership of the 
US13 shows signs of a relative decline, while the global world 
order is becoming increasingly multipolar.14 

A good example of the relative decline of the US is that 
China surpassed US GDP15 in purchasing power parity terms in 
2014 that was mostly unnoticed by Western analysts and got few 
public attention due to political and emotional reasons.16 China17 
also got ahead of the US in important aspects of information 
technology, namely in the development of supercomputers, using 
Chinese-developed hardware and software. 18 19 “The 

                                                

13 The 2016 U.S.-Global Leadership Report. What people worldwide think of 
U.S. leadership, according to the largest global public opinion study on the topic, 
Gallup, 2016, http://www.gallup.com/services/191807/us-global-leadership-
report-2016.aspx (Accessed: 20 January 2017) 

14 PIERACCINI, Federico (2017): Leading the Multipolar Revolution: How 
Russia and China Are Creating a New World Order, Strategic Culture, 20 June 
2017, https://www.strategic-culture.org/news/2017/06/20/leading-multipolar-
revolution-how-russia-china-creating-new-world-order.html (Accessed: 20 June 
2017) 

15 Eddig senki sem vette észre: Amerika a második helyre csúszott, 
Portfolio, 4 September 2014. 

http://www.portfolio.hu/gazdasag/eddig_senki_sem_vette_eszre_amerika_a
_masodik_helyre_csuszott.3.207455.html?utm_source=index_main&utm_mediu
m=portfolio_box&utm_campaign=portfoliobox (Accessed: 11 January 2016) 

16 JAMISON, Matthew (2017): The Chinese Century, Strategic Culture, 22 
June 2017, https://www.strategic-culture.org/news/2017/06/22/the-chinese-
century.html (Accessed: 22 June 2017) 

17 See more: KASZNÁR Attila (2017): National Security Aspects of the 
Chinese Headway. Nemzetbiztonsági Szemle. 2017. különszám. pp. 76-81. 

18 THIBODEAU, Patrick (2016): China builds world’s fastest supercomputer 
without U.S. chips. China’s massive system runs real applications and is ‘not 
just a stunt machine,’ says top U.S. supercomputing researcher, 
Computerworld, 20 June 2016. 
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performance of the Chinese industry is a determining factor 
anywhere in the world, and it will become more and more 
relevant for the national economies as well as in global 
processes.”20 It is safe to conclude that in case of China can get 
ahead of the US in the fields of GDP and supercomputers, then 
Chinese leadership is possible in any sectors, including even the 
defence industry. 

The GDP of the EU also exceeds that of the US,21 not only 
in purchasing power parity terms. However, we need to note, that 
the EU is not a nation state, like the US, Russia or China, but a 
formation incorporating several nation states. I have no intention 
to criticise the purchase power parity system, to the contrary: I 
find it fairer than measuring GDP in any currency since it omits 
the consequences of cheap or expensive price systems. 

 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                                        

http://www.computerworld.com/article/3085483/high-performance-
computing/china-builds-world-s-fastest-supercomputer-without-u-s-chips.html 
(Accessed: 23 April 2017) 

19 THIBODEAU Patrick (2016): China claims exascale by 2020, three years 
before U.S. Speed is one thing, energy efficiency another, Computerworld, 16 
June 2016, http://www.computerworld.com/article/3084698/high-performance-
computing/china-claims-exascale-by-2020-three-years-before-us.html#tk.drr_mlt 
(Accessed: 23 April 2017) 

20 KASZNÁR Attila (2016): The Chinese Culture and Hungary. Occasional 
Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe. Vol. 36. Iss. 3. pp. 15-24. 

21 BRYAN, Bob (2015): Europe is bigger than the US, Business Insider, 30 
June 2015, http://www.businessinsider.com/charts-eu-economy-is-bigger-than-
the-us-2015-6 (Accessed: 26 January 2017) 
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II) The two main forms of distorted Western threat 
perception 

 
a) A false Western threat perception: Russia and 

China 
 

The Cold War against Russia did not end with the 
exemption of a short period right after the dissolution of the 
former Soviet Union. NATO that took most of the Warsaw Pact 
countries outside the external borders of the former Soviet Union, 
however the Alliance was still not satisfied with the achievements 
of the Eastern expansion. NATO struggles to enter traditional 
Russian spheres interest even today, while officially denies that 
spheres of interest exist. It becomes ever more obvious that the 
“NATO enlargement equals to more security” mantra is 
unsustainable, even though it is not officially acknowledged by 
the Alliance. 

A false, distorted, upside-down threat perception was 
developed and adopted under the Obama administration that was 
applied by not only the US, but most of the Western world. 
According to this threat perception the number one challenge to 
peace and security is the “aggressive”, “expansive”, and “ever 
more self-assertive” Russia. The second biggest threat was 
China – another absurdity, but at least China is far from 
European borders. Russia and China are permanent members of 
the UN Security Council and they are unavoidable in political, 
economic and military terms. Branding them as leading sources 
of threat endangers the operability of the entire global security 
system. 

While China is an Asian country, Russia is partly 
European, partly Asian. Based on its European attributes, Russia 
could even be part of a Western military alliance. However, 
Moscow is firmly unwilling to be a junior partner of the West, 
which means subordination to a certain degree. The West – even 
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though it is officially unadmitted – is not able, not willing to treat 
Russia as an equal partner, with the appropriate respect, 
acknowledging and accepting the different nature of the Russian 
model. The West is unwilling to accept that Russia insists to have 
an independent foreign policy, adheres to its spheres of interest, 
especially in the post-Soviet region: the territory of the former 
Soviet Union.22      

According to the threat assessment of the Obama 
administration, Russia and China23 are the greatest security 
concern, followed by Iran, North Korea, and then – but only then 
– comes international terrorism. It is obviously an upside-down 
threat list, since international terrorism should be on the top of the 
list, not great powers. Officially international terrorism is on the 
top of the list now, during the Trump administration, however, 
certain realities make it questionable. Good examples are military 
actions of the US administration against the Syrian Government, 
which inevitably benefit jihadist forces. In other words current US 
policies in Syria suggest that the US is not accepting the fact that 
Russia and Assad are the lesser evil in comparison to jihadist 
victory. 

It is a quite interesting experiment to reshape the question 
and see how it works: instead of calling the list a „threat 
assessment” we might call it „list of those who pose a threat to 
global US hegemony”. Not surprisingly, the same list becomes 
perfectly adequate and correct. Russia and China must be on the 
top of the list. Russia is on the top, because Russian threat is 
much easier to capitalise from in NATO, since Russia is partially 
a European state and China is far from Europe. Furthermore, 

                                                

22 With the exception of the NATO member Baltic States. 
23 As Attila Kasznár said: „china's global expansion also entails national 

security risk”. KASZNÁR Attila (2017): National Security Aspects of the Chinese 
Headway. Nemzetbiztonsági Szemle. 2017. különszám. pp. 76-81. 
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Russian military capabilities surpass that of China and are the 
second strongest after the US, that is a powerful argument. There 
is also more hope on the side of the US and Western world in 
general, that the West can break Russia easier than China. 

We can argue whether Iran or North-Korea is a more 
significant challenge, but that is an issue of no real significance. 
Iran has a huge influence in the Middle-East, but does not have 
nuclear weapons. North-Korea has a few nuclear weapons, but 
the country is much more isolated, than Iran. None of these two 
countries have a military strength comparable to that of the US. 

International terrorism is a moderate challenge for the 
imperial ambitions of the US, if we ignore the possibility, when 
ISIS might grow as big as it used to visualize its future. If recent 
trends continue, we have reasons to ignore that possibility. 

Trump promised to put terrorism on the top of the “threat 
list”. However, as we will see, this policy change is not really 
convincing or coming to effect, to the contrary.  

 
 

b) The most unethical Western threat perception: 
international terrorism as a tool 

This topic is important to understand who Russia really 
fights in Syria, Libya etc. We must be aware of hidden or denied 
alliances between various forces shaping the battlefields of our 
interest. 

The relationship between the US and its Western allies to 
international terrorism is a very important, sensitive and also 
disturbing issue. Officially the US and the entire Western world is 
value-based, committed to democracy and therefore oppose and 
fight all forms of international terrorism, that includes ISIS. 
However, this „politically correct” statement does not reflect 
realities. Yes, the US and the Western world do oppose and fight 
terrorism, but not as a universal rule. The West fights terrorism 
when the terrorists hurt Western interests. But what happens, 
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when terrorists fight governments that are rivals or enemies of the 
US and the Western world? In this case the Western world can 
not officially admit that they support terrorists as a geopolitical 
instrument to fight opponents of the West, since it is morally 
unacceptable for the public opinion of most of mankind. 

The rise of ISIS and their activities in Iraq, Syria, Libya 
and lately the Philippines allows us to ask tough questions 
concerning Western attitudes towards the ultimate, most brutal 
terrorist state in the 21st century. The first question is whether 
such a terrorist state could fight a war for years since its inception 
without substantial help of other states, such as weapon and 
ammunition supply, financial support, training, supply of 
combatants etc. The answer is clearly “no”. The ISIS would have 
run out of the mentioned resources unless there is substantial 
support from abroad. Even if ISIS tries hard to produce their own 
weapons and ammunition etc., they have to get the factories and 
the technology from somewhere that also means support of other 
states. Furthermore, if the US-led coalition truly fights ISIS in 
order to destroy the terrorist state, such weapon and ammunition 
factories are easy targets for destruction since it is impossible to 
hide them from various forms of intelligence. A few bombs 
dropped by the Air Force of the US-led coalition are enough for 
their destruction. The destruction of weapon and ammunition 
factories would disrupt production as long as the US lead 
coalition wants to maintain the disruption. 

The reality is that the ISIS does not have weapon and 
ammunition factories, hidden from the US-led coalition, but 
instead they have weapon and ammunition supply from other 
states and the terrorist state has storage facilities. When Russia 
got to war in Syria in support of president Assad, they accused 
Turkey and other states of supporting terrorists. Russia provided 
endless evidence, mainly satellite images that showed plenty of 
images of ISIS oil infrastructure including production, storage, 
transportation etc. It was not possible to hide hundreds or 
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thousands of trucks from satellite reconnaissance that were used 
to transport ISIS oil to Turkey. Turkish authorities flatly denied 
Russian accusations without providing any credible explanation 
or evidence of the contrary.24 To make the situation worse, The 
Financial Times and other influential Western newspapers widely 
published what Western governments officially denied: the details 
of how Turkey did business with ISIS thus providing the terrorist 
state various forms of supply, including weapons, ammunition, 
finances etc.25 26 27 28 29  

 
One might suggest that the US is unaware of Turkey’s 

dirty businesses with the ISIS. It is simply not true. Activities at 

                                                

24 HENDERSON, Emma (2015): Russia accuses Turkish President 
Erdogan's son-in-law of being 'linked to Isis oil trade', The Independent,  5 
December 2015, http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/russia-
accuses-president-erdogans-son-in-law-of-being-linked-to-isis-oil-trade-
a6761436.html (Accessed: 29 June 2017) 

25 SOLOMON Erika – KWONG, Robin – BERNARD, Steven (2015): Inside 
Isis Inc: The journey of a barrel of oil, The Financial Times, 14 October 2015, 
http://ig.ft.com/sites/2015/isis-oil/ (Accessed: 1 January 2016) 

26 SOLOMON, Erika – CHAZAN, Guy – JONES, Sam (2015): Isis Inc: How 
oil fuels the jihadi terrorist, The Financial Times, 14 October 2015, 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/2/b8234932-719b-11e5-ad6d-
f4ed76f0900a.html#axzz3sh2k8y00 (Accessed: 1 January 2016) 

27 STEPHENS Philip (2014): The fatal flaw in the west’s fight against Isis, 
The Financial Times, 2 October 2014, http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/1cef76e2-
48c1-11e4-9f63-00144feab7de.html#axzz3t9j7TuQn (Accessed: 1 January 
2016) 

28 JONES Sam – ZALEWSKI, Piotr – SOLOMON Erika (2014): Isis sells 
smuggled oil to Turkey and Iraqi Kurds, says US Treasury, The Financial Times, 
23 October 2014, http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/6c269c4e-5ace-11e4-b449-
00144feab7de.html#axzz3sh2k8y00 (Accessed: 8 December 2015) 

29 BARKER Anne (2015): Is Turkey buying oil smuggled by Islamic State? 
ABC, 7 December 2015, http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-12-01/is-turkey-is-
buying-oil-smuggled-by-islamic-state/6991526 (Accessed: 7 January 2016) 
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that scale are impossible to hide. Turkey even got official 
accusations from the US. “The Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant, known as Isis, is earning as much as $1m a day through 
the sale of oil to some of its biggest enemies: middlemen from 
Turkey, Iraq’s Kurdish community and the regime of Bashar al-
Assad, according to the US Treasury. The remarks …(were – the 
auth.) made in a speech to the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace on Thursday by David Cohen, the 
undersecretary for terrorism and financial intelligence…”30 Such a 
statement of the US undersecretary for terrorism and financial 
intelligence should be taken seriously by anyone who believes 
that the US foreign policies genuinely and consequently fight 
international terrorism, in our case the most brutal and powerful 
terrorist organisation of the 21st century that is ISIS. This 
statement proves that the US was well aware of the realities and 
failed to implement any significant actions against such practices 
in foreign policy terms. 

We have to face a nasty reality: we have a NATO 
member, Turkey who supported – more precisely: still supports – 
international terrorism. This NATO ally is not put on a “blacklist”, 
there are no Western ultimatums against such policies of the 
country’s leadership, no economic and other sanctions against 
Turkey. Furthermore, Turkey is clearly not the only state that 
supported and still supports ISIS. Saudi-Arabia – a US ally in the 
Middle East, the second after Israel – also supports the ISIS. 
Qatar has recently been accused of supporting international 
terrorism however, “value-based” US policies do not prohibit 

                                                

30 JONES Sam – ZALEWSKI, Piotr – SOLOMON Erika (2014): Isis sells 
smuggled oil to Turkey and Iraqi Kurds, says US Treasury, The Financial Times, 
23 October 2014, http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/6c269c4e-5ace-11e4-b449-
00144feab7de.html#axzz3sh2k8y00 (Accessed: 8 December 2015) 

http://www.ft.com/topics/organisations/Islamic_State_of_Iraq_%26_the_Levant
http://www.ft.com/topics/organisations/Islamic_State_of_Iraq_%26_the_Levant
http://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/jl2672.aspx
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selling powerful US weapon systems to Qatar,31 even after the 
US accusations of supporting terrorism became official against 
Qatar. 

The previous example is of course not the only case 
demonstrating that the US political elite shamelessly sides with 
jihadist terrorist organisations and/or countries that support 
terrorism, if US geopolitical interests coincide with the goals of 
the terrorists. Ron Paul, a former member of the US Congress, 
analysed how Gen. David Petraeus offered a “solution” in Syria: 
“… we see the disgraced General David Petraeus in the news … 
offering his solution to the problem in Syria: make an alliance with 
al-Qaeda against ISIS! Petraeus was head of the CIA when the 
US launched its covert regime-change policy in Syria, and he was 
in charge of the “surge” in Iraq that contributed to the creation of 
al-Qaeda and ISIS in Iraq and Syria. The idea that the US can 
salvage its disastrous Syria policy by making an alliance with al-
Qaeda is horrific. Does anyone think the refugee problem in Syria 
will not be worse if either al-Qaeda or ISIS takes over the 
country?”32  

If US and Western policies against international terrorism 
and in this case against ISIS were credible, there would be a 
“black list” of countries supporting terrorism, there would be 
ultimatums, economic sanctions and all forms of putting pressure 
on pro-terrorist countries. The issue of supporting international 
terrorism would have been seriously raised at the UN Security 

                                                

31 NYT Editorial Board: Fighting, While Funding, Extremists, The New York 
Times, 19 June 2017, https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/19/opinion/saudi-
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Council. Embarrassingly for the Obama administration and the 
Western world, the key threats for the West – Russia and China – 
would most probably support a genuine fight and sanctions etc. 
against terrorist supporter countries. Since the US and the 
Western world fails to put pressure on terrorist supporter 
countries, furthermore such countries are neither expelled from 
NATO, such as Turkey, nor from an alliance with the US in the 
Middle East, such as Saudi Arabia, it is safe to conclude that the 
Western world does not genuinely fight international terrorism. 
The West rather uses international terrorism as an instrument to 
achieve its own geopolitical goals, when such geopolitical goals 
coincide with those of the terrorists. This is a conclusion of grave 
concern. It leads us to a discovery, that if terrorists fight the 
Syrian government and Russia, geopolitical goals of the US and 
the Western word coincide and therefore terrorist organisations 
receive direct and/or indirect support from the West.  

Thomas L. Friedman, a columnist of The New York Times, 
shamelessly, but at least honestly questions the rationale of 
Trump’s fighting of ISIS in Syria and argues that ISIS should be 
allowed to remain the problem of Iran, Russia, Hezbollah and 
Assad, but most importantly: not the problem of the Western 
world eager to get rid of president Assad: “We could dramatically 
increase our military aid to anti-Assad rebels, giving them 
sufficient anti-tank and antiaircraft missiles to threaten Russian, 
Iranian, Hezbollah and Syrian helicopters and fighter jets and 
make them bleed, maybe enough to want to open negotiations… 

What else? We could simply back off fighting territorial 
ISIS in Syria and make it entirely a problem for Iran, Russia, 
Hezbollah and Assad. After all, they’re the ones overextended in 
Syria, not us. Make them fight a two-front war — the moderate 
rebels on one side and ISIS on the other. If we defeat territorial 
ISIS in Syria now, we will only reduce the pressure on Assad, 
Iran, Russia and Hezbollah and enable them to devote all their 
resources to crushing the last moderate rebels in Idlib, not 
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sharing power with them.” 33 Credit for The New York Times for 
outlining the unadmitted and/or actively denied, but real foreign 
policy goals of the US, ultimately the Western world in Syria when 
siding with ISIS. One might argue that such an opinion is solely 
that of the author, Thomas L. Friedman. However, it is very hard 
to believe that such a “genuine” opinion of the author could be 
published in The New York Times without sharing cornerstones 
with powerful policy makers within the US political elite. Should 
such views not be shared by major policy makers or significant 
layers of public opinion, they would result in an outrage if 
published, which is not the case.  

In order to provide cover for false and harmful reality of 
aligning with terrorists, the idea of supporting “moderate” 
opposition in Syria was invented in the West. “In Libya, the West 
simply called the rebels “rebels” and did not see the need to label 
them as anything else. Now, rebels being supported in Syria are 
“moderates,” but that does not mean that they are secularists, nor 
does it mean that their vision for Syria is plural or democratic. 
They are staunch Islamists, no different from the Islamists that 
are running amok in Libya, armed to the teeth with enough 
weapons to wage an endless war against one another and the 
fragile Libyan state they helped create. For almost fifteen years, 
the interventionist policies of the War on Terror has produced a 
world that is more unstable than the one in which we lived the 
day before the September 11 attacks.”34 We will see more details 
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of Western siding with terrorism against the Government of Syria 
and Russia in the Syria chapter. 

One might wonder why there are no division lines in 
NATO in order to oppose US policies that are at least tacitly 
complicit to supporting ISIS by third states. The sad reality is that 
the Western countries in NATO are in the same boat with the US 
– that is the unquestionable leader of the alliance – and they act 
as junior partners at best, failing to have genuine foreign policies 
to efficiently resist international terrorism. Should they had a 
genuine understanding of the dangers of international terrorism, 
especially the ISIS there should have been an enormous 
scandal35 in NATO that could lead as far as the dissolution of the 
Alliance. We are unable to witness such a scandal and it is highly 
unlikely that such a hypothetical collision course could be 
perfectly hidden in classified documents or behind closed doors. 

It is not possible to support ISIS and keep it a secret, for a 
simple reason: that is the scale of the support.36 There is 
evidence that proves the involvement of the US,37 38 39 40 41 42 43 
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Israel,44 45 46 47 48 49 50 Saudi-Arabia,51 52 Turkey,53 54 55 Qatar56 57 
and other countries supporting ISIS and affiliates in multiple 
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ways, both directly and indirectly: “This is the reality that we are 
living in. If you or I were to go and provide money, weapons or 
support to a group like al Qaeda or ISIS, we’d be thrown in jail. 
However, the U.S. Government has been providing money, 
weapons, intel, assistance and other types of support through the 
CIA directly to these groups that are working with and are 
affiliated with al Qaeda and ISIS.”58   

“Washington created and supports ISIS, along with other 
anti-government terrorists in Syria and elsewhere. NATO, Turkey, 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and other regional rogue states supply them with 
weapons and other material support. So does Israel. … Israel 
provides hospital treatment for hundreds, maybe thousands, of 
terrorist fighters, calling it “humanitarian assistance,” according to 
Ya’alon,59 adding it’s “not in their interest” to publicize Israeli aid – 
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including weapons and munitions supplied, along with Israeli air 
strikes, he failed to explain.”60 

Aligning with terrorists and providing support for them is 
nothing new in US and Western foreign policies. The Taliban was 
no less terrorist, extremist, jihadist, violent, oppressive, medieval 
minded, barbaric etc., than today, when they fought the “Evil 
Empire”, the Soviet Union. The US provided several forms of 
support to the Taliban, including financing, weaponry etc. 61 62 63 
64 65 It is clear, that the social system of the “Evil Empire”, the 
Soviet Union was far better than that of the Taliban in 
Afghanistan, but that was not the point. The main idea of such US 

                                                

60 LENDMAN, Stephen (2017): Alliance of Convenience: Israel Supports 
Syria’s ISIS Terror Group, Global Research, 27 April 2017, 
http://www.globalresearch.ca/alliance-of-convenience-israel-supports-syrias-isis-
terror-group/5587203 (Accessed: 21 June 2017) 

61 COLL, Steve: Ghost Wars: How Reagan Armed the Mujahadeen in 
Afghanistan, Democracy Now, 10 June 2004, 
https://www.democracynow.org/2004/6/10/ghost_wars_how_reagan_armed_the 
(Accessed: 22 June 2017) 

62 How The CIA Helped Create Osama Bin Laden, News One, 2011, 
https://newsone.com/1205745/cia-osama-bin-laden-al-qaeda/ (Accessed: 21 
June 2017) 

63 FITCHETT, Joseph (2001): What About the Taliban's Stingers?, The New 
York Times, 26 September 2001, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/09/26/news/what-about-the-talibans-stingers.html 
(Accessed: 21 June 2017) 

64 THAROOR, Ishaan (2014): The Taliban indoctrinates kids with jihadist 
textbooks paid for by the U.S., The Washington Post, 8 December 2014, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2014/12/08/the-taliban-
indoctrinates-kids-with-jihadist-textbooks-paid-for-by-the-u-
s/?utm_term=.83cc23841fcd (Accessed: 21 June 2017)  

65 BURKE, Jason (1999): Frankenstein the CIA created, Mujahideen trained 
and funded by the US are among its deadliest foes, The Guardian, 17 January 
1999, https://www.theguardian.com/world/1999/jan/17/yemen.islam (Accessed: 
21 June 2017)  



TERROR & ELHÁRÍTÁS                                            2017/1. SPECIAL ISSUE 

US-RUSSIAN OPPOSITION   

 89 

and Western policies was to align with anyone, maybe with the 
devil himself, in order to drag the Soviet Union into a war it 
cannot win and cause as much harm, as possible. In other words: 
to create “a Vietnam” for the Soviet Union, where the “Evil 
Empire” would be disgracefully defeated. The fate of the Soviet 
soldiers just like the Afghan people, as human beings, was a 
secondary consideration, if it was considered at all. 

The problem of US and Western alignment with forms of 
international terrorism is not limited to acts, when already existing 
terrorist organisations get some form of tacit or active support. 
Failed examples of US/Western democracy export leading to 
wars and chaos in the Middle East and elsewhere that proved to 
be a fertile ground for the rise of various terrorist organisations, 
such as the ISIS in Iraq, Syria, Libya and lately in the Philippines. 
Iraq is the ultimate example of the failure of Western style 
practices under the pretext of “exporting democracy” or “nation 
building”. One might recall that the original arguments to go to 
war against Saddam Hussein’s Iraq – the threat of weapons of 
mass destruction and suggested collaboration with Al-Qaida – 
have proved to be groundless. 
 
 
III) US-Russian military opposition in the mirror of some 
contemporary conflicts  

In the next few chapters there is a brief analysis of some 
military conflicts that are based on US-Russian opposition. The 
focus is on contemporary issues when Trump is in power, rather 
than the past. 
 

a) Georgia 
It is very hard to find a sober rationale when analysing the 

decision of the Saakashvili administration when they attempted to 
conquer the South-Ossetia, starting with the so called “capital 
city”: Chinvali. Tbilisi could not hope that Russia would abstain 
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from the war since the Georgian leadership was officially warned 
by Moscow several times. It was also crazy to assume that the 
US, maybe the entire NATO would go to war against Russia in 
order to allow Tbilisi to regain control of South-Ossetia or 
Abkhazia. There is a simple reason why great nuclear powers 
avoid entering large scale, direct military confrontation: such a 
war would inevitably lead to disastrous destruction endangering 
the survival of the entire humanity that is in nobody’s interest. 
Georgia lost the war against Russia in South-Ossetia and 
Abkhazia in a matter of few days, as it could be foreseen even 
without a professional and detailed analysis of the capabilities of 
the opposing forces. Since that time the Russian State Duma 
officially acknowledged the two breakaway regions as 
independent states. Their independence is guaranteed by 
Russian military power, where the interstate contracts are valid 
for 50 years. Russia also has military bases on the territory of the 
two states, unacknowledged by International Law. 

According to my analysis the military actions of the 
Georgian government were taken in order to provoke a war with 
Russia when Russia would occupy entire Georgia by military 
force and achieve a regime change, when installing a pro-
Moscow, puppet government. The image of Russia was 
supposed to be damaged, economic sanctions were supposed to 
be installed against Moscow. Russia was supposed to spend a lot 
of resources to maintain the occupation and literally bleed 
because of the resistance. In order to ensure Russian military 
involvement the Georgians shelled a Russian base and killed 
about 50 Russian servicemen providing a perfect casus belli. 
However, a strategic mistake occurred on the Georgian and 
ultimately the US side: Russian Armed Forces advanced only to 
liberate the territory of the two breakaway regions where there is 
overwhelming public support of Russian military presence and 
autonomous statehood guaranteed by Russia. Georgian military 
actions proved to be disastrous for Tbilisi.     
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According to an official US statement after the lost war the 
US tried to dissuade Georgia from going to war, but did not 
succeed. Let’s assume that the official US position fairly reflects 
reality. In that case a very serious, but mostly unasked, rhetoric 
question arises: can we seriously consider the NATO 
membership of an aspirant country that goes to war with Russia 
even after the most powerful member of the Alliance – that is the 
US – officially tries to convince them not to do so? 

The territorial conflict with Russia spoiled Georgian 
ambitions to join NATO since problems emerged that are not 
possible to resolve. The Alliance officially denies that third parties 
have a say when there is NATO enlargement. However, Georgia 
is a perfect example of the opposite. Russia de facto effectively 
halts NATO membership of Georgia since nobody wants to 
import an unresolved territorial dispute to the Alliance, especially 
if Russia is an opponent. This case shows that the principle of 
NATO suggesting that there is no way third states can influence 
NATO enlargement is merely wishful thinking if Russia has a 
territorial dispute with the aspirant country.  
 

b) Ukraine 
Ukraine is positioned between two tectonic plates that are 

the West and Russia. The authentic national interests of the 
country require good relationship with both. Ukraine could prefer 
one tectonic plate to another that is not against the authentic 
national interests. However, the current leadership of Ukraine 
does not act according to such principles. It is definitely not a 
genuine national interest of Ukraine to side with one tectonic 
plate against another and try to win a war against a tectonic plate, 
mainly on her own. This is precisely what is happening right now, 
when Ukraine is stuck in an armed conflict with Russian-backed 
rebel forces in Eastern Ukraine and has a territorial dispute with 
Russia in case of Crimea. 
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We can endlessly argue whether Crimea that is mostly 
populated with people of Russian identity66 67 could or could not 
decide on self-determination depending on our views concerning 
boundaries of self-determination.68 According to my opinion, the 
universally accepted limits of self-determination, according to 
which any minority must respect the constitution and the laws of 
the majority, intend to avoid any serious self-determination. Some 
legal experts suggest that major states want to avoid losing 
territories and that is why self-determination is limited to virtually 
zero. In case of Crimea, Russia successfully supported self-
determination avoiding a war that would definitely have been 
waged by the Ukrainian majority. 

For sober analysts it is clear, that Ukraine cannot win a 
war against Russian backed separatists in Eastern Ukraine, 
unless there is a ground-breaking, ultra-liberal “colored 
revolution” in Russia that is highly unlikely in a short or medium 
term.     

Trump’s election victory was bad news for Kiev, since it 
appeared during the election campaign that there was a political 
will to normalise US-Russian relationship. Kiev views such 
attempts dangerous because such a trend could easily lead to 
weakened support for Ukraine confronting Moscow. For such 
considerations Kiev made an attempt to renew fighting in Eastern 
Ukraine that was definitely not in the interest of Moscow awaiting 
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normalisation of US-Russian relations. The renewal of fighting 
was confirmed by OSCE, however the methodology of collecting 
and analysing data obscured who initiated the renewal of fighting, 
or who violated cease fire more times etc. Moscow-backed 
separatist forces revenged after a delay, when it became obvious 
that the normalisation of US-Russian relations would not occur in 
a short run and escalation did not have a significant effect on US 
foreign policy. 
 It is obvious but unnoticed by Western countries that the 
deterioration of relations between Ukraine and Russia causes a 
relatively higher damage to Ukraine in economic terms. The coal 
blockade against the two separatist regions was initiated by 
Ukrainian ultra-nationalists and once the regime in Kiev realised 
that they are absolutely powerless against their own ultra-
nationalists, they provided state support for the blockade.69 The 
ultra-nationalists only needed to demonstrate that a new wave of 
civil war would be in Ukraine unless the regime in Kiev 
capitulates. The anthracite-blockade is perfect example of the 
self-destructing nature of Ukrainian nationalist policies, since (a) 
no matter where Ukraine would get the anthracite, that would be 
more expensive than purchasing it from Donetsk and Lugansk, 
(b) the anthracite was originally mined and sold by a Ukrainian 
oligarch, Akhmetov, who also paid taxes for Kiev. As a result of 
the blockade the mines and factories of Akhmetov were 
nationalised and the economic cooperation between the 
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separatist regions and Russia developed to unprecedented 
levels. 
 It was indeed a very strange war between the Kiev regime 
and the separatists when Akhmetov’s business was unharmed 
and his mines and factories could even pay taxes to Kiev. 
Russian backed separatists and ultimately Moscow had “steel 
nerves” when they decided to allow it. Akhmetov had 3 years to 
decide whether to back the Kiev regime or not. He made the 
wrong choice resulting in massive loss of his property. Some 
Russian journalists suggested that those who supported the 
anthracite-blockade70  in the Ukrainian Rada should have gotten 
on their skies in order to obtain the highest level state decorations 
in the Kremlin. 
 Kiev is quite successful when there is a need to produce 
destructive economic tendencies for themselves. Hooligan 
actions against Russian banks consciously “unnoticed” by police, 
later on mutual economic restrictions of the Ukrainian Rada and 
the Russian State Duma brought their toll: Kiev lost 75 percent of 
direct foreign capital investment. Furthermore, the unlawful 
actions on the side of the Kiev regime will most likely result in 
Russian lawsuits and Kiev will likely be forced to compensate 
Russian banks. 

There is a quite widely accepted view amongst Western 
and Russian politicians, that there is no alternative to the full 
implementation of the Minsk agreements. This view serves great 
power interests, but fails to acknowledge that there is a lot of 
wishful thinking. Full implementation of the Minsk agreements 
would require the dissolution of all illegal military formations in 

                                                

70 Власть возглавила блокаду Донбасса: Киев официально 
приостановил транспортное сообщение с регионом, Antifashist, 15 March 
2017, http://antifashist.com/item/ukraina-oficialno-priostanovila-transportnoe-
soobshhenie-s-donbassom.html (Accessed: 23 April 2017) 
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Eastern Ukraine and handing over control of the Eastern border 
to Kiev. This equals to the capitulation of Russian backed 
separatists and ultimately Moscow. The nationalist government in 
Kiev does not want to allow the separatist fighters, especially 
their leaders get away unpunished, as it is suggested in the 
Minsk-2 agreement. Kiev does not want to decentralise power in 
favour of self-determination in Ukraine. Antagonisms between 
opposing forces make the Minsk agreements dead, even when 
they are officially still in effect. The more time passes without the 
full implementation the more obvious it becomes, that they would 
not be implemented and we have a frozen conflict, a sort of a 
stalemate in Eastern Ukraine. 
 In spite of the decision of NATO in Bucharest in 2008 
according to which Ukraine and Georgia “will become members 
of NATO,”71 the reality is that the two aspirants are trapped in a 
territorial dispute with Russia where no solution is in sight. The 
absence of solution of the territorial conflict with Russia equals 
failure to achieve NATO membership, since nobody is interested 
to fight a major war with Russia. Besides that the Ukrainian 
economic reform is not providing the results expected by the 
West, while EU is busy with their own problems such as Brexit 
etc. A country of a magnitude of Ukraine having its own grave 
problems is clearly unfit to achieve EU membership in the 
foreseeable future. 
 The reality is that Ukraine is stuck in a variety of problems 
such as a low intensity war, unresolved negative trends of the 
economy, negative demographic trends, overwhelming 

                                                

71 Bucharest Summit Declaration, Issued by the Heads of State and 
Government participating in the meeting of the North Atlantic Council in 
Bucharest on 3 April 2008, NATO, 
http://www.nato.int/cps/in/natohq/official_texts_8443.htm (Accessed: 26 June 
2017)  
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corruption, and the impoverishment of the population etc. with no 
hope of meaningful Western integration. According to the data of 
the World Bank, Ukraine managed to produce the worst trends in 
the world between 1990 and 2015 (!),72 since the GDP of the 
country declined in a quarter century. Only the post-Kaddafi Libya 
or South-Sudan had similarly disastrous economic trends making 
them comparable with Ukraine. However, we lack sufficient data 
on Libya and South-Sudan to properly compare their economic 
trends with that of Ukraine.   
 
 

c) Syria 
An alleged chemical attack took place in Khan Sheikhoun73 

on 4 April 2017 that claimed the life of some 80 people. There is 
no much more “evidence” than some video footage where “White 
Helmets” are shown when “rescuing” the casualties. “White 
Helmets” are notorious for actively cooperating with jihadist 
militants, 74 75 76 77 Al-Qaida, 78 79 and they also have a history of 

                                                

72 GDP, PPP (current international $), World Bank, International Comparison 
Program database. The World Bank, 2017, 
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.PP.CD?end=2015&locations
=UA&start=2015&view=map (Accessed: 23 April 2017) 

73 Chemical Weapons Incident in Syria’s Idlib Province, Sputnik News, April 
2017, https://sputniknews.com/trend/idlib_chemical_incident_2017/ (Accessed: 
27 June 2017) 

74 BEELEY, Vanessa (2016): Exclusive: The REAL Syria Civil Defence 
Exposes Fake ‘White Helmets’ as Terrorist-Linked Imposters, 21st Century Wire, 
23 September 2016, http://21stcenturywire.com/2016/09/23/exclusive-the-real-
syria-civil-defence-expose-natos-white-helmets-as-terrorist-linked-imposters/ 
(Accessed: 27 June 2017) 

75 RITTER Scott (2016): The ‘White Helmets’ and the Inherent Contradiction 
of America’s Syria Policy, Truth Dig, 5 October 2016, 
http://www.truthdig.com/report/item/white_helmets_inherent_contradiction_amer
icas_syria_policy_20161005 (Accessed: 27 June 2017) 
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falsifications.80 81 In our case the “White Helmets” performed their 
life saving effort is suspicious conditions: most importantly with no 
sufficient gear. Should there be a serious chemical incident lack 
of sufficient protective gear would have resulted in a case where 
the rescuers themselves would also have become victims. The 
Trump administration made a very fast judgement blaming the 

                                                                                                        

76 BEELEY, Vanessa (2016): Canada’s NDP Supporting White Helmets for 
Nobel Prize is ‘Serious Mistake’ ~ Open Letter Written by John Ryan, Ph.D, 21st 
Century Wire, 26 September 2016, 
http://21stcenturywire.com/2016/09/26/canada-ndp-supporting-white-helmets-
for-nobel-prize-is-a-serious-mistake-open-letter-written-by-john-ryan/  
(Accessed: 27 June 2017) 

77 White Helmets member caught on camera disposing of Syrian soldiers’ 
mutilated bodies (WARNING: GRAPHIC VIDEO), Syrian Free Press, 25 June 
2017, https://syrianfreepress.wordpress.com/2017/06/25/white-helmets-graphic/ 
(Accessed: 27 June 2017) 

78 BEELEY Vanessa (2017): “Stay Strong London Firefighters, Al-Qaeda 
Supports You”: Channel 4 Promoting Terrorism, White Helmets in Daraa, The 
same “team” of White Helmets in Daraa were filmed on 20th June 2017 standing 
on the slaughtered bodies of SAA soldiers, piled into the back of a pick-up truck, 
while extremists parade the soldiers severed heads as trophies. The same team 
of White Helmets in Daraa were filmed cheering and mopping up after an 
extremist extra judicial execution in Daraa on the 16th May 2017. Channel 4 
have showcased this team of terrorists, displaying “solidarity” with the 
firefighters tackling the tragic blaze at Grenfell Tower, Syrian Free Press, 26 
June 2017, https://syrianfreepress.wordpress.com/2017/06/26/al-qaeda-white-
helmets/ (Accessed: 27 June 2017) 

79 Al-Qaeda In Syria Praises The White Helmets, Youtube, 21 Mach 2017, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvTAi0MXY6w (Accessed: 27 June 2017) 

80 TURBEVILLE, Brandon (2016): White Helmets Video and Supporters’ 
Demonstrations Confirm Lack of Credibility, Activist Post, 30 November 2016, 
http://www.activistpost.com/2016/11/white-helmets-video-supporters-
demonstrations-lack-credibility.html (Accessed: 27 June 2017) 

81 HENNINGSEN, Patrick (2016): A NOBEL LIE: CNN’s Claim That ‘White 
Helmets Center in Damascus’ Was Hit by a Barrel Bomb, 21st Century Wire, 8 
October 2016, http://21stcenturywire.com/2016/10/08/more-lies-cnn-claim-white-
helmets-center-hit-by-barrel-bomb-in-damascus/  (Accessed: 27 June 2017) 
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Syrian Air Force for the incident, ignoring US intelligence data or 
any inquiry by the UN etc. „On April 6, United States President 
Donald Trump authorized an early morning Tomahawk missile 
strike on Shayrat Air Base in central Syria in retaliation for what 
he said was a deadly nerve agent attack carried out by the Syrian 
government two days earlier in the rebel-held town of Khan 
Sheikhoun. Trump issued the order despite having been warned 
by the U.S. intelligence community that it had found no evidence 
that the Syrians had used a chemical weapon. 

The available intelligence made clear that the Syrians had 
targeted a jihadist meeting site on April 4 using a Russian-
supplied guided bomb equipped with conventional explosives. 
Details of the attack,  including information on its so-called high-
value targets, had been provided by the Russians days in 
advance to American and allied military officials in Doha, whose 
mission is to coordinate all U.S., allied, Syrian and Russian Air 
Force operations in the region. 

Some American military and intelligence officials were 
especially distressed by the president's determination to ignore 
the evidence. "None of this makes any sense," one officer told 
colleagues upon learning of the decision to bomb. "We KNOW 
that there was no chemical attack ... the Russians are furious. 
Claiming we have the real intel and know the truth ... I guess it 
didn't matter whether we elected Clinton or Trump.“ 

Within hours of the April 4 bombing, the world’s media was 
saturated with photographs and videos from Khan Sheikhoun. 
Pictures of dead and dying victims, allegedly suffering from the 
symptoms of nerve gas poisoning, were uploaded to social media 
by local activists, including the White Helmets, a first responder 
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group known for its close association with the Syrian opposition.” 

82 
The decision of the US president to bomb the Syrian airbase 

is not only completely unjustified83 but also entirely illegal, since 
there is no authorisation of the UN Security Council to bomb 
Syrian Government objects. The allegedly free Western 
mainstream media resorted to a complicit hysteria, and the US 
strikes in Syria got full support of NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg in an official statement on 7 April 2017, making this 
support an official policy of the Alliance.84   
 The most acceptable and credible investigation of the 
alleged chemical attack could have theoretically been performed 
by the UN-OPCW85 but such a proposal was blocked by powerful 
Western nations with no coherent explanation.86 Blocking an 
independent investigation by itself is a confession of a criminal 
policy. It suggests that the West is determined to get rid of both 
Assad and the Russians in Syria where there are no moral 
considerations. In this case False Flag Operations by the West 
are entirely justified. The West applied double standards when 

                                                

82 HERSH, Seymour M. (2017): Trump‘s Red Line, Die Welt, 25 June 2017, 
https://www.welt.de/politik/ausland/article165905578/Trump-s-Red-Line.html 
(Accessed: 26 June 2017) 

83 Химический фейк в Идлибе — факты и разъяcнения (ФОТО), 
Rusvesna, 13 April 2017, http://rusvesna.su/news/1491993821 (Accessed: 17 
April 2017) 

84 Statement by NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg on US strikes in 
Syria, North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, 7 April 2017, 
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_143082.htm?selectedLocale=en 
(Accessed: 26 June 2017) 

85 Organisation for Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
86 Blocking of Russian OPCW Proposal on Idlib Aims to Push for Regime 

Change, Sputnik News, 21 April 2017, 
https://sputniknews.com/politics/201704211052834914-russian-opcw-block-
syria-regime-change/ (Accessed: 23 April 2017) 
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remaind silent about the chemical attack of the ISIS in Mosul in 
April 2017, because such news would have raised doubts 
concerning Syrian Government involvement in the chemical 
attack on Khain Sheikhoun.87  

The Syrian and Russian governments did not only 
vehemently denied that the chemical attack was their 
responsibility, but also invited the so called “international 
community” to get to Shayrat Air Base and find the remains of the 
chemical agents after the Tomahawk cruise missile strike, since 
the presence of chemical agents is not possible to hide from 
expert investigation, even if the chemical weapons had been 
removed from the area. The so called “international community” 
did not accept the invitation, since it was blocked by powerful 
Western countries also members of the UN Security Council,88 
nor the allegations of the Syrian Government involvement in the 
chemical attack were withdrawn. 
 The execution of a chemical attack against the opposition 
fighters in Syria would have been an absolutely unjustifiable, 
stupid and suicidal move by the Syrian Government. It is also 
needless from the military point of view because Assad is winning 
the war in Syria with substantial Russian military support. The 
more time passes without a credible UN-OPCW investigation, the 
more unlikely there will be a universally accepted version of the 
incident. The failure to impartially investigate the incident only 

                                                

87 Валерия Маслова: Ирак вам не Сирия: почему западные журналисты 
обходят вниманием химатаку в Мосуле, Russia Today, 19 April 2017, 
https://russian.rt.com/world/article/380472-irak-siriya-smi-khimoruzhie-asad-ig 
(Accessed: 23 April 2017) 

88 UNSC Partners' Evasion of Claimed Syria Chemical Attack Probe 
Worrying – Lavrov, Sputnik News, 13 April 2017, 
https://sputniknews.com/politics/201704131052597395-syria-chemical-attack-
probe-evasion/ (Accessed: 27 June 2017) 
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weakens the credibility of the West, since blocking such an 
investigation is an indirect confession of criminal policies. Since 
that time, accusing the Syrian Government of plotting new 
chemical attacks became a routine procedure of the US.89 90 91 92 
93 94 95 96 According to Nikki Haley, the US ambassador to the UN: 
“Any further attacks done to the people of Syria, will be blamed 
on Assad, but also on Russia & Iran who support him killing his 

                                                

89 Kremlin Considers US' Threats Against Syrian Legitimate Leadership 
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himataka (Accessed: 27 June 2017) 
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June 2017) 

96 Assad's 'Chemical Arms': US Has Long Record of Starting Wars on False 
Pretexts, Sputnik News, 28 June 2017, 
https://sputniknews.com/politics/201706281055060144-us-syria-chemical-
weapons/ (Accessed: 29 June 2017) 

https://ria.ru/authors/wasserman/


TERROR & ELHÁRÍTÁS                                            2017/1. SPECIAL ISSUE 

US-RUSSIAN OPPOSITION   

 102 

own people.”97 This statement of the US ambassador appears to 
be honest. However, it is hard to find an expert suggesting that 
various jihadist gangs in Syria that also fight the Assad 
Government did or do not commit atrocities against the Syrian 
people on a regular basis. It also hard to suggest, that the US 
ambassador in the UN is unaware of the real meaning of her 
statement. Whatever she intended to suggest, she unveiled the 
real US policy. I’m not the only one concerned about such US 
policies. The Russian source quoting the US ambassador called 
her stance “a beacon of democracy” in the title of the article, 
clearly showing signs of deep frustration and sarcasm. 

“Just when I think the US could not sink any lower in its 
geopolitical demagoguery, I get blindside by this incredible White 
House statement about the Assad government preparing a new 
chemical attack… Of course, no specifics were mentioned; and 
left out, as always, was any explanation as to WHY Assad would 
do something so stupid. He would be throwing away the hard-
fought gains of his people against ISIS and the US coalition, with 
its own terrorist army operating in Syria. When we have a clear 
and unrepentant record of the US, Israel and the Gulf State terror 
hoodlums having mass-murdered Syrians and destroyed so 
much of Syria, why would Assad do such a stupid thing at this 
critical point? The only feasible explanation is that segments 
of our own government have become a major national 
security risk to the rest of us.”98 

                                                

97  Светоч демократии и цивилизованности: любую атаку в Сирии мы 
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 The US Tomahawk strike against the Shayrat Air Base 
raises interesting questions. The US informed the Russians in 
advance, since possible Russian military casualties at the Air 
Base would lead to an escalation with consequences hard to 
predict. The Russians also warned the Syrian Government 
Forces which left the Air Base with very few exemptions, 
minimising the losses of the Syrian Air Force. From the Russian 
point of view such logic is still unacceptable that the US tells the 
strikes in advance and then strikes as many times as feels 
necessary. In this case the Syrian Arab Army will sooner or later 
seize to exist. The Russians cannot seriously consider strike US 
military targets as a retaliation, since that would lead to a US-
Russian war. For such reasons, Russia might seem to be 
incapable to counteract to US strikes against Syrian Government 
Forces. 
 The Russians came up with a quite simple answer to the 
US challenge of probably repeated strikes against Syrian 
Government targets: they suspended the implementation of the 
Syrian Flight Safety Memorandum.99 The Russians also 
dispositioned their forces increasingly close to Syrian 
Government Forces in order to make it very difficult if not 
impossible for the US to strike Syrian Government Forces without 
hitting the Russian Armed Forces. In case of a hypothetical US 
strike killing Russian troops would be a risk too high for the US to 
accept. The Russian response seemed to succeed: there were 
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no more US strikes against Syrian Government Forces in the 
short run. 

Later on, following the meeting of Tillerson, Lavrov and 
Putin in Moscow,100 the Russians resumed the implementation of 
the Syrian Flight Safety Memorandum, since the parties managed 
to agree that there would be no more US strikes against Syrian 
Government Forces. It is in line with the original policy of the 
Memorandum, which the parties reconfirmed.  
 Despite all promises and agreements, a US Air Force F/A-
18E Super Hornet downed a Syrian Government fighter jet in 
Syrian airspace on 18 June 2017, resulting in the loss of the 
aircraft. The pilot101 was captured by terrorist forces and freed by 
a Syrian Arab Army Commando: "Using modern technology, the 
exact location of the plane crash was tracked to territory 
controlled by terrorists. The special units of the Syrian Army 
carried out a successful rescue operation and the pilot's health is 
out of harm's way now," Syrian MP Ammar al-Asad said.102 

According to the Syrian Government, the fighter jet was 
performing military action against ISIS targets, when it was 
downed. The Syrian Government and the Russian mainstream 
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media accused the US-led Western coalition of an act of war and 
provision of support to the terrorists fighting the Syrian 
Government Forces and Russia. The Syrian Government called 
the downing of their military aircraft “a cynical violation of the 
country’s sovereignty”. The press release of the US-led Coalition 
referred to an act of “self-defence of coalition partner forces”,103 in 
this case the so called “Syrian Democratic Forces” controlling 
JaDin, a Syrian village South of Tabqah. 
 The downing of the Syrian military aircraft prompted 
Russia to suspend the implementation of the Flight Safety 
Memorandum (FSM) in Syria from the next day,104 exactly as it 
happened after the Tomahawk strike. 105 Even though Russian 
military aircrafts were also in the airspace of the incident, the US 
failed to consult Russia that the Russian MoD views as a breach 
of the FSM. The Russian suspension of the implementation is a 
deliberate attempt to raise the risks of similar US actions in 
Syrian airspace, since there is not much Russia can do to avoid 
similar incidents in the future, assuming that downing manned US 
military planes is not an option at all, since it could easily lead to 
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an escalation when we end up in a full scale US-Russia war106 
that is in nobody’s interest. 

Technically Russia could go further when “mixing” forces 
with the Syrian Arab Army, making it impossible or very difficult 
for the US-led coalition to hit Syrian targets without hitting 
Russian targets. Military bases could have both Syrian and 
Russian personnel everywhere, combined formations could be 
used by the Russian Airspace Forces and the Syrian Airforce, 
making it very difficult to down Syrian military aircraft without 
seriously endangering Russian aircrafts etc. Russia could even 
go further: the entire Syrian Airforce could be grounded and their 
missions could be carried out by Russian Airspace Forces 
aircrafts. In this case, the US-led coalition has to down Russian 
military aircrafts or do virtually nothing. It would be a very difficult 
dilemma and the Turkish downing of the Russian bomber showed 
that even though Russia did not start similar military actions by 
downing Turkish fighters, Russia enhanced air defence 
capabilities and credibly warned Turkey that similar actions would 
no longer be tolerated.  

I consulted a senior, unnamed Hungarian Air Defence 
Missile Forces officer, a Lieutenant Colonel, who assured me that 
for the new models of the Russian S-300 and S-400 it is no big 
deal to down any Turkish F-16-s from the technical point of view. 
At that time Russian defence minister Sergey Shoygu reported to 
the Russian president, Vladimir Putin that the strengthened 
Russian air defences were ready to destroy any targets 
endangering the safety of the military airplanes of the Russian 
Airspace Forces. 
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 We can argue whether there are “democratic forces” 
actively fighting the Syrian Government at all. Even if “democratic 
forces” do exist in Syria, the question arises whether they are 
“democratic” in Western terms, or in Middle Eastern terms. Even 
the BBC acknowledges that: “The armed rebellion has evolved 
significantly since its inception. Secular moderates are now 
outnumbered by Islamists and jihadists, whose brutal tactics have 
caused global outrage.”107 Assuming that the BBC is right, the so 
called “moderate” or “democratic” forces within the so called 
“opposition” of the Syrian Government are a minority, therefore 
they are a force unable to govern Syria, even if the US-led 
coalition helps them to a degree when they achieve military 
victory against the Syrian Government and Russian Forces in 
Syria, that is highly unlikely. Even in case of the highly unlikely 
scenario, when Putin’s Russia and Iran capitulates in Syria 
abandoning their former ally, the “democratic forces” would be 
unable to reconcile the country, provide security and stability, 
rebuild Syria and make it a flourishing country and at least as 
importantly secular as it was before the civil war.  

The question arises: why the US-led coalition supports 
“democratic forces” who want to defeat the Syrian Government, 
Russia and Iran in Syria, but also unable to achieve victory and 
more importantly, to successfully govern Syria? Does the US-led 
coalition want to occupy Syria like they did in Afghanistan or Iraq, 
in an attempt to export democracy again? We might agree that 
US-led coalition cannot realistically expect neither “democratic 
forces” victory against the Syrian Government, nor good 
governance of their proxy forces, unless there is a ground-
breaking political shift in Russia, when liberal, pro-Western forces 
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might come to power. Given the popularity of president Putin in 
Russia and other factors, such as various forms of preparations 
of the Russian State to counter a hypothetic “colored revolution” 
in Russia, such a scenario is highly unlikely. The only credible 
answer is that the US-led coalition opposes the Syrian 
Government, Iran and ultimately Russia with no regard to the 
consequences other than a major war between the US and 
Russia. A major war between great powers – if it occurs – would 
most likely terminate mankind on Earth. According to such 
policies of the US-led coalition, it is fine if the jihadist majority 
opposing the president Assad would benefit from losses of the 
Syrian Government Forces, inflicted by the US-led coalition. The 
official statement of Gen. Sergey Rudskoy, according to which 
“the US Armed Forces are deliberately destroying civilian 
infrastructure in Syria,108 shows that Russia is fully aware of the 
real nature of US-lead policies in Syria, even if Russia cannot be 
considered an independent an impartial actor in Syria, where 
Russia defends its interests, and at the same time her ally, based 
on the official invitation of the Syrian Government – unlike the 
US-led coalition forces: “the US-led military coalition has no legal 
mandate whatsoever to be in Syria in the first place. Its forces are 
in breach of international law by operating on Syrian territory 
without the consent of the government in Damascus and without 
a mandate from the UN Security Council.”109 110 There is a “fig-

                                                

108 В ГШ ВС РФ обвинили ВВС США в целенаправленном разрушении 
гражданской инфраструктуры Сирии, Voenkor, 28 March 2017, 
http://voenkor.info/content/17348 (Accessed: 19 June 2017) 

109 Finian Cunningham: Self-Defense Is No Defense for US Acts of War in 
Syria, Strategic Culture, 20 June 2017, https://www.strategic-
culture.org/news/2017/06/20/self-defense-no-defense-for-us-acts-war-syria.html  
(Accessed: 19 June 2017) 

110 Russia slams Syrian warplane’s downing as violation of international law, 
A Russian diplomat says twelve civilians were killed during the coalition’s 
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leaf mandate” for the US-led coalition to fight ISIS in various 
countries, but that does not authorize the coalition to perform 
military actions or fight a full-scale war against the Government of 
Syria. 

According to my judgement, the Russian lead peace-
making and the secular Government of president Assad is still the 
lesser evil in comparison to the most probable alternative, that is 
jihadist victory, when bloodshed and destruction would not end 
and the “new Syria” would sooner or later be aligned with the 
second most important ally of the US in the Middle East that is 
Saudi Arabia. 

This is not only a deeply mistaken, bad policy on the side 
of the US-led coalition, but also a very dangerous one. If the 
jihadists one day manage to take over Syria, that would be 
disastrous since it would also boost international terrorism.  

If such US-led coalition practices will continue, that is 
highly likely, even under the Trump administration, it would 
continuously maintain the danger of a direct confrontation 
between the US and Russia. Russia recently insisted, that the 
Syrian Government Forces should get much more powerful air 
defences, right after the US Tomahawk strikes against the a 
Syrian Military Airbase. Powerful Syrian air defences would 
provide a temptation to retaliate US-led coalition strikes against 
Syrian Government Forces that could result in US-led coalition 
losses. 

The Syrians have already downed an Israeli F-16 that was 
immediately denied by the Israeli Government. However, it was 
confirmed by the Syrian Government and Russia avoided to voice 
its own, official opinion and restricted itself to citing the official 

                                                                                                        

airstrike on the positions of the Islamic State terrorist group on June 19, TASS, 
22 June 2017, http://tass.com/politics/952763 (Accessed: 19 June 2017) 
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position of the Syrian Government.111 I personally did not give 
credit to the story until I met Col. (Ret.) István Kobolka, who is a 
military expert of the Middle East and a professor, teaching in 
various Hungarian universities, who confirmed the Syrian 
downing of the Israeli F-16. He also added that the Israeli 
Government denied the story with good reasons,112 the F-16 fell 
on the Golan Heights etc. I would add that neither Israel, nor 
Russia or other members of the International Community are 
interested in declaring a full scale war between Israel and Syria, 
ultimately between Israel and Russia.  

Similar incidents could occur between the Syrian 
Government Forces and the US Forces in Syria, when the US 
forces would probably retaliate. If state of the art Syrian 
Government air defences are operated by Russian crews, a 
retaliatory US airstrike could easily result in Russian military 
casualties and nobody knows how far the conflict could escalate, 
unless the great powers, namely the US and Russia would come 
to the conclusion that they must exercise restraint and must avoid 
direct military confrontation, preferably even avoiding proxy wars.  

                                                

111 Сирийский генерал Мухаммад Аббас: авиация Израиля в шоке от 
наших ПВО, Warfiles, 17 March 2017, http://warfiles.ru/show-146876-siriyskiy-
general-muhammad-abbas-aviaciya-izrailya-v-shoke-ot-nashih-pvo.html 
(Accessed: 19 June 2017) 

112 The Israeli image as “a technically far superior military to anyone else in 
the Middle East” was at stake. The Israelis knew that there was no way to 
properly explain what they have done in terms of International Law. They have 
entered Syrian Airspace, bombed Syrian Government targets – or as Israel 
suggested – Hezbollah Units that are allies of the Syrian Government. After all 
these Israeli military actions were performed, the Syrian Government Air 
Defences opened fire at the Israeli jets, fully complying with International Law. 
Such Syrian Government actions require professional, advanced planning and 
“nerves of steel”. “Good nerves” are required to allow all harm that the Israeli 
military actions caused, in order to have a perfectly defendable position in terms 
of International Law, on the Syrian Government side. 
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Conclusions 

• The increasingly multipolar new world order brought 
instability and unpredictability, when the risk of 
unintended, direct military confrontation between the West 
and Russia reaches dangerous levels. 

• Western-Russian military conflicts are based on a 
distorted Western threat perception. 

• Russia is not a security threat to the West, but an obstacle 
of practicing US hegemony worldwide. 

• The West would attempt overthrow Putin’s power should a 
historic moment arise. However, it is unlikely to succeed in 
the short and medium term. 

• It is evident, that jihadist terrorists cannot wage war in 
Syria against the government for years without massive 
external support. 

• It is acceptable for the West to support jihadist terrorism 
Syria in case if they fight the Assad government or Russia 
itself.  

• Western involvement in support of international terrorism 
can be proved both directly and indirectly. It can be proved 
indirectly because of the absence of sanctions against 
countries supporting international terrorism, i. e. in Syria. 
Direct proof of Western support to international terrorism 
is widespread due to the scale of both terrorism and the 
support. 

• Russia fights international terrorism genuinely. The West 
pretends fighting all forms of terrorism, but in reality this 
fight is not universal.  

• The West arms, funds, trains etc. jihadist terrorists directly 
and indirectly, when terrorists become a tool to achieve 
geopolitical goals of the West. 

• Western support to international terrorism is illegal, 
immoral and unnecessary, no matter what geopolitical 
goals the West might want to achieve. 
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• Western support for international terrorism is especially 
disturbing because of the moral high ground of Western 
policies advocating universal values such as democracy, 
human rights etc. 

• Western support of terrorism is nothing new: the West 
supplied the Taliban against the Soviet Union to achieve 
geopolitical goals etc. 

• The theme that the West supports truly “moderate” or 
“democratic” forces to overthrow the Syrian Government 
does not withstand any serious investigation and analysis. 

• The Western world, especially the US opposes Russia by 
various means, including support of international terrorism 
that fights Russia. 
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1. A Terror & Elhárítás című folyóirat publikálás céljából magyar, 
valamint angol nyelven készített kéziratokat – tanulmányokat és 
könyvrecenziókat – fogad be, amelyekért honoráriumot nem fizet. 
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a tudományos érték szem előtt tartása mellett a felső határ elérheti a 
48.000 karaktert. A maximális karakterszámnál hosszabb, illetve a 
14.000 karakternél rövidebb tanulmányok a további megjelentetési 
eljárásból kizárásra kerülnek. Recenziók esetében minimális elvárás 
a 10.000, míg a maximális terjedelem a 25.000 karakter. 
 
3. A tanulmány kezdőlapjának kötelező elemei 
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• A szerző neve (14-es betű), félkövér aláhúzott. 

• a szerző titulusa (12-es betű, dőlt, előtte és utána auto 
térköz). 

• 12 pontos helykihagyás (előtte és utána auto térköz). 

• A tanulmány címe magyarul (14-es betű, félkövér, előtte és 
utána auto térköz). 

• 10 pontos helykihagyás (előtte és utána auto térköz). 

• Abstract felirat (12-es betű, félkövér, előtte és utána auto 
térköz). 

• 5-8 soros angol nyelvű összefoglaló (11-es betű, dőlt, előtte 
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összefoglaló magyar nyelven íródjon). 

• 12 pontos helykihagyás (előtte és utána auto térköz). 

• Ezeket követően kezdődhet a tanulmány szövege. 
 



TERROR & ELHÁRÍTÁS                                           2017/1. SPECIAL ISSUE  

 128 
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1,5, igazítás sorkizárt, a margók mind 2,5 cm. A hivatkozások a 
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  Szerző teljes neve (vezetéknév és keresztnév kurzivált) – 
  kettőspont – mű címe – pont – folyóirat  címe – pont – 
  folyóirat  évfolyama – folyóirat  száma  („sz.” rövidítéssel) – 
  pont – oldalszám. 

Példa: Boronkay  Miklós:  Hipotetikus  okozatosság  a kártérítési  
jogban. Jogtudományi Közlöny. 2008. 3. sz. 119-128. 
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 Internetes forrásra történő hivatkozás: 
 Szerző teljes neve (ha szerepel, vezetéknév kurzivált) – 
 kettőspont – mű címe (ha szerepel) – pont – URL címe – 
 szóköz – zárójelben a letöltés dátuma (az a dátum, amikor 
 utoljára láttuk az interneten az adott anyagot) év, hónap 
 (arab számmal), nap ponttal elválasztva szóköz nélkül 
 Példa: Chronowski Nóra – Petrétei József: Az Európai Unió  
 jövőbeli alkotmánya. http://www.alkotmany.ngo.hu/2001_ 
     dec_15_chronowski_petretei.htm (2005.09.07.) 
 

 Ugyanazon forrásra történő többszöri hivatkozás: 
 Az első, teljes hivatkozás után elég, ha megjelöljük a szerző
 vezetéknevét (vezetéknév kurzivált), és utána az „op. cit.” 
 rövidítést használjuk. 
 Példa: Grosschmid: op. cit. 669. 
 Amennyiben a tanulmányban az adott szerző több  művére 
 is hivatkozunk, a vezetéknév (vezetéknév kurzivált) és a  
 kettőspont után szintén az „op. cit.” rövidítést használjuk, 
majd  utána zárójelben megjelöljük azt a lábjegyzetszámot, ahol   
 először került meghivatkozásra a mű. 
 Példa: Eörsi: op. cit. (2. jegyzet) 133. 
 

 Saját hivatkozásra történő utalás: 
 Amennyiben szerző saját, korábbi lábjegyzetére utal vissza
 a lásd rövidített alakja – pont – jegyzet száma – pont –
 jegyzet alkalmazható. 
 Példa: Ld. 15. jegyzet. 
 

 Egyéb dokumentumokra és jogforrásokra történő utalás: 
Tekintettel arra, hogy ezek igen különbözőek lehetnek – azt a 
jelzést kell alkalmazni, amelyet a dokumentum kibocsátója 
(pl.  minisztérium, valamely hatóság, bíróság stb.) hivatalosan 
alkalmaz. (Eltérő írásjel hiányában a hivatkozások 
(lábjegyzetek) végére mindig pontot kell tenni!) 
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7. A lábjegyzetek a tanulmányon belül felső indexben lévő arab 
számmal jelölendők. 
 
8. A táblázatok és ábrák a törzsszövegen kívül, a kézirat végén 
kerülnek elhelyezésre. 
 
9. A kéziratokat a tt@tek.gov.hu e-mail címre kérjük megküldeni. 
 
10. A szerkesztőségnek megküldött, az előzetes szűrés alapján a 
formai követelményeknek megfelelő kéziratokat a szerkesztőség 
szakterületi felelős szerkesztői tekintik át. A közlés feltétele, hogy a 
szerkesztőség annak megjelentetését támogassa. Amennyiben a 
szakterületért felelős szerkesztők a kéziratot átdolgozandónak 
találják, úgy azt – javítás céljából az átdolgozandó részek, valamint a 
javítási határidő megjelölésével – a szerkesztőség elektronikusan 
visszaküldi a szerzőnek. A publikálási feltételeket nem teljesítő 
kéziratokat a szerkesztőség nem őrzi meg, annak rendszerből való 
törlésére haladéktalanul intézkedik. 
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