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Abstract 

Gornja Maoca is located approximately 150 kilometres from the Hungarian border. The Mujahedeen, 
who remained in the region from the Balkan Wars, form a tightly knit community with the Muslim 
natives. These communities reject the Bosnian state authority and had established their own 
community, including their own education system. Education, the judiciary, etc. are based on the 
Muslim religion. They do not even let the police enter the small villages, and armed guards protect the 
entrances. Because of all this, illegal activities flourish, laying good foundations for the two biggest 
security risks: organized crime and terrorism. 

 

Introduction 

Wahhabi communities play a major role in radicalization: they participate in recruitment, 

training and in the financing of terrorism. A lot of weapons have become widely available 

because of the Balkan War, so the radical groups could build up their arsenal easily. 

Corruption and the lack of the central state power provide these organizations with the 

appropriate conditions to fulfil their goals. Several actors emerged from this community who 

committed successful terrorist attacks against the West. 

The obvious conclusion is that terrorism is always changing; the terrorists keep on searching 

for new possibilities and goals. There are quite a few aspects to consider. Hungary is a NATO 

Member State and is taking part in different international missions,1 is a Member State of the 

EU, and lies some 150 kilometres away from the Wahhabi centre. To what extent do these 

                                                 

1 Including the ISAF mission in Afghanistan. 
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factors contribute to Hungary’s becoming a target of terrorism? Our assessment is going to 

explore the possible answers and try to forecast the threat level. 

The author starts out from the following hypotheses: 

1. The Wahhabists could be a serious threat for Europe, including Hungary. 

2. The Jihadist trend increases youth participation in terrorism.2 The new trend attracts many 

people from the lower layers of society. 

3. Nowadays the attention of the terrorists is focussed mainly on the conflict zones in North-

Africa and in the Middle East. 

4. All things considered – especially foreign interests – in the near future Hungary probably 

will not be the target of Bosnian Wahhabism. 

1. The historical background3 

1.1 About Wahhabism 

The origin of Wahhabism can be linked to Mohamed ibn Abd al-Vahhab4 who was an Arab 

preacher. Because both his father and brother were recognized religious leaders, al-Vahhab 

was educated in world renowned Muslim schools. During those years, the work of the 

medieval Hanbalita jurist, Ibn Tajmijja impressed him deeply. Tajmijja spoke about the 

puritan morality of the Age of the Prophet and firmly confronted the mystic faith practice, 

what in his opinion jeopardized the purity of the Muslim religion. Al-Vahhab felt that 

Tajmijja’s tenets were true in his own times, because only pure religion could give a real 

answer to the challenges of his times. He argued that only the Prophet’s success, his strong 

faith and his strict morality could serve their religion. 5 

 

                                                 

2 Maajid Nawaz, Presentation at the TERRA conference in Amsterdam, 27-28 June 2013. 
3 Rencsényi Tibor: Élő vallások. Budapest, Változó Világ. 
4 1703-1792. 
5 Helmut von Glasenapp: Az öt világvallás. Budapest, Gondolat, 1984. 
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His inciting speeches affected the masses. He firmly demanded the denunciation of the Saint’s 

adoration and compliance with unconditional monotheism. The subject of adoration and 

prayer could only be Allah, so in his opinion the cultic reverence of people, subjects and 

places is a sin and a reprehensible act, and as such, deserves punishment. Al-Vahhab claimed 

that the respect paid to the tombs of Mohamed in Medina and his relatives is practicing 

idolatry, and he spread jihad to disperse it. The surrounding warlords could easily have 

suppressed his holy war, but thanks to his marriage he could rely on the support of the Najd 

tribe leader Ibn Saud, who depended on his strength and influence. Their alliance was 

sometimes followed by violent outbreaks in the region. 

His tenets explain effectively the political surroundings after his death. His followers 

occupied Mecca in 1803 and Medina in 1804. They ravaged the tombs of the Prophet and his 

relatives, massacred mercilessly the people of the cities and forced the pilgrims to accept their 

tenets; all this astonished the Islamic World. Though in 1818, the Egyptian Viceroy Ali 

Mohamed liquidated the Wahhabi forces, the movement did not cease to exist.6 They kept 

their identity in the middle7 of the Arabic Peninsula and spread it through economic 

relationships and tribe alliances. In the 20th century their influence continued to increase. 

Adbul-Aziz Ibn Saud8 had himself crowned as Naji Sultan. After the conquest of Riyadh, they 

extended their powers to the district of the holy palaces of Mecca and Medina. Saud 

announced that from that time on the Saudi King would be the protector of the Holy Palaces 

and the defender of the pilgrims. In the 1930’s, the recognition of the new state9 was a long 

international process. Ibn Saud became the head of state, and he elevated Wahhabism to state 

level. While some of the surrounding countries approved, others looked on this movement as 

the symbol of the reform of Islam. The ancient laws preached by the Prophet attracted a 

significant number of sympathizers from among the believers, who, after returning, started to 

spread the Wahhabi tenets. Wahhabism became the exclusive state religion in Saudi Arabia 

and influenced Qatar, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates significantly. 10 

  

                                                 

6 Benke József: Az arab országok története I-II. Pécs, Alexandra, 1997. 
7 Najid. 
8 1880-1953. 
9 The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
10 Karen Armstrong: Az iszlám. Budapest, Európa Kiadó, 2005. 
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1.2 Wahhabism in the Balkans 

The Hanafi trend of the Sunni Islam, being present in the Balkans for a long time, is one of 

the most moderate and most liberal-minded lines.11 After the breakup of Yugoslavia and 

because of the Bosnian War, radical trends, mainly Wahhabism infiltrated the countries of the 

region. At the beginning of the War, the Muslim population was the most unprotected and the 

most vulnerable community against the Serb Orthodox and the Croatian Catholic 

communities. In the Muslim world and around Europe, there were a few thousand Muslim 

veterans who felt obliged12 to protect their brothers and sisters in the Balkans, so they started 

to recruit troops. 

The first organized unit appeared at the end of 1993 as El-Mujahid, which consisted mainly of 

Algerian citizens. The leader was Anwar Shaaban, and the areas of activity covered the Zenica 

and Tuzla regions. Their numbers reached 2000 fast, and by 1996 with the Iranians, the 

numbers shoot up to 8000. This group became the 7th Muslim Brigade, merging later with the 

3rd Corps of the Bosnian Army. Following this, the 4th Muslim (Light) Brigade was set up, 

with Nezim Halilovic, as the leader. The Brigade consisted mainly of Bosnian and Turkish 

citizens, the area of activity was the Mostar region, and later it merged with the 4th Corps of 

the Bosnian Army. 

The Bosnian Army did a lot to protect the Muslim community in the region. After the war, 

many veterans remained there, married local women and started families. Because of their 

radicalism and battlefield experience they could be a threat to the West. Another dangerous 

group is the local Muslim youth, who studied in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Qatar or Iran. 

We’ll come back to this group a bit later. 

2. The importance of the Balkan area 

This is the region, especially Bosnia, where the Muslim tenets are the most widespread. The 

almost impenetrable, complex administration system, the lack of cooperation among the 

agencies and the country’s sharp internal fragmentation are typical of Bosnia. The fight 

                                                 

11 Legal pluralism characterized the Hanafi teachings; the opinion of the individual plays a bigger role than in the 
other legal schools. 

12 They also got battle experience and could not return to society. 
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against extremism at the state level is insufficient, due to the lack of the necessary legislation. 

This part of the study also illustrates why this region is so important to the extremists. 

Years ago a number of secret services called the appearance of the Al Qaeda on the Balkan 

Peninsula to the attention of the international community. According to some reports, Kosovo 

was also involved, although the Kosovar Albanians are not susceptible to religious 

fundamentalist and extremist ideological doctrines, so the intentions of terrorist organizations 

to recruit has not been very successful so far.13 

Disagreements still exist between the radical Kosovar Albanians and the terrorist organization 

because of their different attitude to the US. While for Al Qaeda the US is the main enemy, for 

the Kosovar Albanians they are the strongest supporters of the country’s independence. 

Despite this, illegal cooperation and trade exist between the radicals and the organization 

which could be a real risk. 

The geo-strategic location of the region14 is very important for the fundamentalist Muslim 

world because Europe can be easily accessed via the Balkans due to the security deficit.15 The 

most dangerous persons can enter the region via the Balkan states, and the smuggling of 

weapons and drugs through these countries is relatively easy. Because of the weakness of the 

central governments, training camps can be opened and operated in the area. 

The region is one of the transit centres of international drug trafficking; heroin comes from 

Afghanistan through Turkey and Bulgaria, and it is diluted and re-packaged by Albanians. 

Many depots were established in Central Europe and the Albanian diaspora in the West 

provides logistical support to the drug couriers. The clan members who live abroad sell the 

drug and smuggle the money back. The total value of the heroin coming from Afghanistan is 

12 billion GBP per year, and 20-60% of the money finds its way back to the Afghani 

warlords.16 This enormous sum is a significant support to the Jihadists. 

                                                 

13 CRS Report for Congress, Islamic Terrorism and the Balkans, www.fas.org/sgp/crs/terror/RL33012.pdf 
(letöltve: 2013. 08. 16.) 

14 West-Europe – Middle East aspects. 
15 Except the North-African situation, where there is a temporary security deficit, and thus provides a possibility 

to enter Europe easily. 
16 Márkusz László: Haramiák Kelet-Európában 3. – Az albán maffia - Mi leszel, ha nagy leszel? Magyar Narancs 

XXI. évf. 18. szám - 2009-04-30. 1. p. 
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Furthermore, the region is the centre of weapon trade which has been a special problem 

especially since the Yugoslav crisis. Considering this we can assume that terrorist action 

could be very easily supported from the Balkans. 

3. Radicalism in the Balkans 

The main elements of radicalization are as follows: 

1. The presence of the Mujahedeen; 

2. The manipulation of religion in carrying out terrorist acts; 

3. The presence of the so-called “humanitarian aid agencies”; 

4. The presence of terrorist organizations; 

5. The weakness of the central government. 

1. Under the 1995 Dayton Peace Agreement every single foreign soldier had to leave the 

territory of the country after the war. Most of the Muslim veterans did so, but in spite of this 

provision, several hundreds of them stayed in Bosnia, married local women and were granted 

citizenship later on. The towns/villages where they settled were very tightly knit communities, 

even the authorities were not allowed to enter. These communities are one of the sources from 

where radicalism spreads. 

They organized their daily life according to Koran based tenets, almost fully isolated from the 

rest of society. These communities are so closed that Gornja Maoča, the main town of the 

Wahhabists and one of their intellectual and strategic centres, is entirely outside of the 

Bosnian legal system. The local Wahhabists organize their daily lives ruled by sharia. Their 

children do not go to Bosnian schools but to Muslim schools, which are not recognized by the 

state; education there is based on Islamic law and Jordanian curriculum. This Bosnian town 

used to be inhabited by Serbs some time ago, but it has become entirely the intellectual and 

strategic centre of the Islamist Diaspora. 

2. It is common knowledge, that the terrorists exploit poor children and abuse adults to 

achieve their goals. In order to reach their goals first they have to radicalize people, and 

sometime the best tool for this is religion. The terrorists distorted the real meaning of the 
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Islam religion. They claim that in the name of Allah they can carry out terrorist plots even 

against soft targets because the attacked persons are members of the same guilty society as for 

example their soldiers. They need suitable recruits to spread these views. 

In addition to the veterans, another group of the extremist scene is those Muslim young 

people who have completed their religious studies primarily in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, 

Qatar or Iran and came back with the tenets of Wahhabism. The trend that the most 

susceptible groups to radicalization generally come from the second or third generation youth 

of Muslim immigrants is true. Though the radical Muslim ideology is getting widespread in 

the Balkans, the vast majority of the population continues to reject them. 

The Wahhabi extremist groups use modern communication effectively to spread their views 

and to recruit. They operate websites, their preachers go live with their presentations via the 

Internet, they have videoconferences and they are present in a number of blogs and forums, 

video sharing sites, and, above all, they use the most popular social networks, such as 

Facebook and Twitter. With this they aim at the radicalization of mainly the educated, middle-

class Muslim youth. AIY MP, mentioned later, also uses the internet to communicate. 

The most important websites are the following: 

Put Vjernika, www.putvjernika.com 

Essune, www.essune.com 

Stazom Islama, www.staronislama.com 

Forum Islamic, www.forum-islamik.com/forum 

Resnica-Haq Islam i Slovenji, www.resnica-haq.com (Slovenia) 

Electronic newspaper: 

SAFF issued by the AIY Wahhabist group. 

Publications available only in print: 

Deshmia, 
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Sarim, classic jihadist issue, to be published. 

AIY MP teachers of significant influence like Idris Bilibani, Husein Ademi, Izet Hadzic, 

Dhulkarnejn Ramadami, Mirsad Omerovic and Abid Podbicanin contribute greatly to the 

spread of such views. 

3. The Mujahedeen get money via seven big charity organizations, such as the Muslim World 

League, Al Haramain, International Islamic Relief Organization, etc.17 

The Islamic Balkan Centre was established in Zanica, some 70 kilometres from Sarajevo, with 

the covert aim of radicalizing young people. It had some connections with the Al Qaeda, and 

one of their most important organizations is the Active Islamic Youth (AIY). 

AIY can be divided basically into two wings. The separation carries sharp differences in 

ideologies and activities. In the organization, the moderate Hanafite wing stands against the 

Middle Path group. The Middle Path (AIY MP) declared upon its inception that it represents 

literally the middle path between the Islamic fundamentalists and the moderate Muslim tenets 

that accept the western political system. The members of the AIY MP consider the moderate, 

Hanafite members Murxhi, who know Islam only in words. 

AIY MP could definitely be defined as an extremist movement, which is funded primarily 

from Western countries. Funds arrive mostly through hawala brokers, thus avoiding the 

possibility to trace the movement of money.18 The couriers are assumed to reach, at one point 

or another, the territory of Hungary because the Wahhabi financial centre is in Vienna. The 

other method of financing comes from organized crime. AIY MP has built a good relationship 

with some NGO’s19 in the Balkans, which provide a scene for preaching or a cover for their 

activities to hide their main purposes. The Realiteti Islam in Gjilani (Kosovo) or the 

Sinqeriteti in Prizren (Kosovo) are such places. 

                                                 

17 http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/CIA_Report_on_NGOs_With_Terror_Links (letöltve: 2013. 08. 11.) 
18 The system works in such a way that a person goes to the hawala broker in Europe and mandates him to 

transfer some money to a country in the Balkans. He gives the amount increased by the transaction fee to the 
broker who calls his partner in the given country and asks him to pay the money to the receiver. The 
transaction is based on a very trustworthy, reliable relationship between the brokers. Furthermore, the hawala 
system does not leave any traces; therefore it is more beneficial for illegal purposes than a transaction via the 
international banking system. 

19 Mainly from the Middle East. 
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AIY MP plays an important role in the religious education of Muslim youth mainly in the 

West-Balkan region, in the spread of the extremist tenets, and in the preparation for Jihad. 

They assist in financing and organizing travel to the Jihad areas. Both the fighters and their 

families are supported by the organization. 

The West Balkan leaders of AIY MP are Nusret Imamovic (BiH), Sadullah Bajrami 

(Macedonia) and Shukri Aliu (Kosovo). 

4. There is no strong terrorist organization in the Balkans, but this does not mean that there 

are no organizations with dangerous capabilities. In the past several training camps were 

operated and many terrorist plots originated from this area. Recently capabilities weakened, 

but we cannot rule out that the former camps were moved and they still exist. Recruits come 

from closed communities, and this is why detection is so hard. There are many secret, hidden 

places in this area where the camps can operate without being compromised. According to 

available information the Wahhabists support the rebels in Syria with manpower. We can 

assume that this is the main operation field nowadays. 

The activities of the radical groups in the Balkan area overlap in many areas, their leaders and 

members interact.20 The radical groups typically build close connections with organized crime 

and have cross-border links with the Wahhabi groups in the West-European countries. 

Some experts argue that the real security risk is not posed by the small, obstinate Wahhabi 

group, rather by those people or groups, who have hidden contacts with terrorist 

organizations, use Bosnia as a “safe haven” and as place to recruit. In this case recruiting is 

done locally, but jihadist training is done in the conflict zones, typically in the North 

Caucasus, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. 

There are extremist persons and groups in BiH, who have the intention and the capability to 

carry out successful terrorist attacks. This intention is not necessarily aimed at the people of 

Bosnia, or at the national or international organizations operating in Bosnia; the jihadists 

mostly get their training to attack targets in the conflict zones. However, we have to reckon 

with terrorism as a real threat due to the presence of radical groups and their connections with 

international terrorist organisations, mainly the Al Qaeda. 

                                                 

20 This is contrary to the principle of prohibiting communication between Al Qaeda cells. 
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5. The state structure and the legal system are extremely complex and hard to understand. The 

state and its 3 components, the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina uniting ten cantons, the 

Republic of Serbia and the Brčko District with a special status all have their own legislature, 

budget, government, courts and prosecutors. Including the 10 cantons of the Federation, 14 

governments are in power simultaneously in the country. The joint national government is 

headed by the President and two other members of the presidium, replaced every eight 

months, but their actual powers are limited. 

The three nations making up the state are represented equally in the state level institutions. 

The Dayton Peace Agreement identified the central powers which are: foreign policy, foreign 

economic policy, monetary policy, customs policy, compliance with the international 

obligations, migration issues, counter criminal activities in international crime and crime 

between entities, transport questions among the entities and aviation regulation. All in all, the 

legal system in Bosnia is complicated.21 

We cannot even speak about a single police in Bosnia and Herzegovina as of yet. The 6250 

strong police force operating in the Republic of Serbia is completely separate from the 11500 

strong police in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The EU required standardization 

has been underway for years; the last legislative package aimed at promoting unification was 

adopted in April, 2008. 

The police force of the Federation is divided into 10 cantons22 under the direct supervision of 

the Minister of Interior. In the selection process they paid close attention to maintaining the 

former23 ethnic proportions in the different areas. However, the shortage of Serbian officers in 

Bosnia is a problem. The former communist members and the officers who could be linked to 

war crimes were expelled from the police. In order to start to tackle this situation, the state 

needs to create a politically independent and professional organization. At the beginning of 

the 1990’s, corruption reached a very high level, but nowadays they managed to improve the 

situation. 

                                                 

21 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bk.html (letöltve: 2013. 08. 08.) 
22 Bihach, Orasje, Tuzla, Zenica, Gorazde, Travnik, Mostar, Ljubuski, Sarajevo and Livno. 
23 Before the war. 
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The police of the Republic of Serbia are much more under political influence24 than the police 

force of the Federation, therefore it is more centralized and is under the direct control of the 

Minister of Interior. The officers’ low salary and insufficient equipment are a breeding ground 

for corruption and for the spreading of organized crime. Police stations complying with EU 

standards25 can be found in Banja Luka, Doboj, Bijeljina, Sarajevo and Trebinje. 

Ever since the proclamation of the Bričko District, it has had its own law enforcement that is 

independent from the above two other police forces. Their main task is to stop the flourishing 

trafficking in humans and illegal immigration at the Bosnian-Croatian border, but according 

to certain information, the organization can be linked to criminal groups. We do not have any 

accurate data on the number of staff and equipment. 

The European Union Police Mission (EUPM) was present in Bosnia and Herzegovina until 

the end of 2011.26 The EUPM’s mandate27 was limited to the monitoring and mentoring the 

local forces and to provide support in investigation.28 

The Bosnian secret service was established in 2004. The Intelligence and Security Agency29 

(OSA-OBA) employs around 700 people. In 2010, OSA Director Almir Dzuvo explained at 

the session of BiH Parliament’s Commission for Defence and Security, that there were 

approximately 3000 potential terrorists in BiH territory, some of whom are foreigners. They 

are, in his opinion, better equipped than the Bosnian police.30 

4. Measures against the Wahhabists 

The Bosnian fight against terrorism so far could be considered as a dead-end effort. The 

country has not made any professional analyses of the committed or foiled terrorist attacks 

yet, therefore it could not introduce significant or effective counter-terrorism measures. 

According to experts there are approximately 3000 Wahhabi extremists in BiH, 200 of them 

possibly posing a serious threat, but the secret services have no capacity to monitor them. The 

                                                 

24 This is why the EU does not support the organization.  
25 So called Public Security Centers. 
26 Before the EU mission the International Police Task Force (IPTF) functioned with approximately 1500 people. 

The organization’s mandate expired 31.12.2002.  
27 The total staff number was: 152 international and 211 Bosnian.   
28 Jane Sentinel’s Country Risk Assessments/ Balkans Issue 30-2012. 70.p. 
29 Obavjestajno Sigurnosna Agencija/Obavjestajno Bezbjedosna Agencija. 
30 EUPM Sarajevo, 8/2/2013, url: http://www.eupmbih.eu/Detail.aspx?ID=1451&TabID=5 (letöltve: 2013. 08. 

16.) 
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authorities do not cooperate and they divide the responsibilities inadequately among 

themselves. The fight against the Bosnian extremist groups is even more difficult because the 

leaders of Muslim communities do not stand firmly against the radical elements. The 

activities of these groups provide a permanent basis to some political parties that claim that a 

multi-ethnic state is not viable, therefore they don’t have any interest in preventing radicals to 

spread. 

In spite of fragmentation, the Bosnian authorities recon with the increasing threat posed by the 

Wahhabists. In order to ease the situation, the police raided several settlements at the end of 

2012. House searches were made and several suspects were arrested with charges of 

terrorism. In Sarajevo, Gornja Maoča, Banovići, Zavidovići and Bužim suspects were also 

arrested and weapons were confiscated. 

Večernje novosti released the news on 06 August 2013 that two people were arrested in the 

vicinity of Aranđelovac on the suspicion that they provided shelter to Wahhabists who had 

participated in the Syrian war.31 

A terrorist group of three, who belong to the Wahhabi movement, was arrested on 29 July 

2013 in the village of Bosut. A lot of weapons, ammunition, laptops and cell phones were 

confiscated. The suspects were in custody only a few hours, because after questioning they 

were released. It is assumed that they acquired the weapons with the intention of committing 

terrorist attacks. According to open sources information the terrorists wanted to assassinate 

First Deputy Prime Minister Aleksandar Vučić of Serbia. This information has not been 

confirmed yet by the authorities.32 

On 12 September 2012, in Melbourne, Australia, Adnan Karabegović was arrested during a 

counter-terrorism raid series. The 23 year old male, an Australian citizen born in Bosnia was 

assumed to be participating at a Wahhabi meeting in BiH. They found several issues of the 

Inspire magazine with Karabegović,33 that contained specific instructions on how to spread 

                                                 

31 http://www.naslovi.net/search.php?q=aran%C4%91elovac (letöltve: 2013. 08. 08.) 
32 http://www.vajma.info/cikk/szerbia/19018/Letartoztattak-egy-terrorista-csoportot-Arandjelovac-kozeleben. 

html (letöltve: 2013. 08. 06.) 
33 The al-Qā’idah in the Arabian Peninsula’s al-Malāḥim Media has been publishing the issues of the Inspire 

Magazine since 2011. The issues are available on the Internet both in English and in Arabic. The AQAP’s 
main purpose is to disseminate, mainly in Western Europe and in the US, their massages and propagandas. Its 
main task is to provide spiritual support to the Muslim solo perpetrators to commit terrorist attacks against 
the above mentioned countries. Url: http://jihadology.net/category/inspire-magazine/ 
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the Islamic Jihad in Europe and how to assemble IED’s. The police also confiscated weapons, 

replicas of weapon and laptops.34 

It is assumed that recently more meetings were held for Muslim sympathizers of the Wahhabi 

tenets in Bosnia, where Karabegović also wanted to participate. Participants arrived to these 

meetings probably from different countries, including Australia. The obvious conclusion to be 

drawn is that the Wahhabists are well organized. 

On 8 January 2012,35 in the Borik sports hall in Banja Luka, the police found several kilos of 

explosives, weapons, ammunitions and hand grenades. After the place was secured, the top 

leaders of Serbia and Bosnia, as well as the leaders of the Serbian Orthodox Church went to 

the site. The 62 year old Bozidar Stanisljevic was arrested in connection with the case, who 

had been the employee of the sports hall for years. Stanisljevic confessed that he had hidden 

the weapons and explosives in the sound room to help to sabotage the state event. The 

authorities called the terrorist attempt a huge Muslim action and the suspect was clearly 

linked to the Bosnian Wahhabists. 

On 28 October 2011, Mevlid Jasarevič
36 opened fire at the US Embassy in Sarajevo with an 

assault rifle, and one police officer was injured. Jasarevič was neutralized by a sniper on the 

spot, and was arrested thereafter. The perpetrator had been trained in Gornja Maoča, and he 

moved to Novi Pazar from there, which is another important stronghold of the Muslim 

terrorists in the Balkans. 

On 27 June 2010, a vehicle-born improvised explosive device exploded next to the police 

station in Bugojno. One person was killed in the terrorist attack, one was heavily injured, five, 

including a policewoman were slightly injured. Immediately after the explosion the 

perpetrator, Haris Causevič was caught in the parking lot by police. He admitted to the act.37 

                                                 

34 http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/victoria/man-charged-after-guns-computers-violent-extremist-materials-
seized-in-terror-raids/story-e6frf7kx-1226472897480 (letöltve: 2013. 08. 12.) 

35 One day before the 20th anniversary of the BiH’s existence. 
36 Resident of Novi-pazar. 
37 Jane’s Sentinel, Country Risk Assessments, Balkans Issue Twenty-nine, 2011 
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In February 2010, because of international pressure, the Bosnian authorities organized a large-

scale38 operation in Gornja Maoča, whereby several persons were arrested, including the 

Wahhabi leader Nusret Imamovič. 

In March 2008, after a wide-ranging intelligence operation, the Bosnian police carried out a 

raid resulting in the arrest of five people and confiscating explosives, explosive devices and 

anti-tank mines. The aim of the group was to target Catholics39 and international forces at 

Easter. Prosecution could not provide evidence to the charges, therefore the members of the 

group were released after a few months. In December 2009, three people from the group were 

charged again with the same charges, but the court acquitted the accused in January 2010.40 

In 2007, Serbian official sources announced that Wahhabi terrorist camps were detected in the 

Southern part of Serbia. After the announcement one of the Wahhabi groups took 

responsibility for blowing up the tomb of former Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovič on 

11.08.2006. 

In 2005, three people41 were arrested with charges of participation in terrorist acts. The 

authorities found 30 kilos of explosives during the house search. In 2007, the perpetrators 

were sentenced to prison. 

In October 2001, the Bosnian Authorities arrested six Algerian citizens charged with 

terrorism. There was evidence that they wanted to attack US targets42 in Bosnia 

Herzegovina.43 The group was in direct contact with the AQ, the leader was Bensayah 

Belkacem.44 The suspects were transferred to Guantanamo after extradition. 

5. International aspects 

The Syrian opposition proves to be week in the civil war and the government forces started to 

push them back. Therefore, they will need all their forces deployed to overcome Bashar al-

Assad and his regime. The significant military difference between the government and the 

                                                 

38 With 600 policemen. 
39 Including the cathedral in Sarajevo. 
40 Some sources claimed that behind the scenes the judges are afraid of the Wahhabist revenge. 
41 One of them was Bosnian. 
42 Eagle Base, US embassy. 
43 http://www.tfeagle.army.mil/default2.asp (letöltve: 2013. 08. 16.) 
44 Nickname: Mezd. 
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insurgents hinders reconciliation. Arming and training the opposition can become a real threat 

after the crisis because many fundamentalists have joined to them. And if Assad fails, the 

jihadists could gain strength in another country in the Middle East. 

The Egyptian events also do not favour the fundamentalists. With the removal of Mohamed 

Morsi, the Muslim Brotherhood loses more and more influence in the country. The new 

leadership arrested several politicians, even Mohamed Badie, who is one of the top leaders of 

the Brotherhood. Meanwhile the Egyptian Army started to eliminate the protesters’ camps, 

curfew was imposed and state of emergency was declared. The number of the Muslim 

casualties reaches 1000 and this number is expected to rise. 

The AQMI suffered heavy losses in Mali because of the international invention. Thanks to the 

French advance, there was hardly a town left that was not under the control of the Mali and 

French forces. 

All these events motivate the fundamentalists in the Balkans to support their brothers in North 

Africa and in the Middle East, so they focus their total attention to these conflict zones. 

Because of the counter-terrorism measures by the US, the European Union and its Member 

States, they do not have the capacity to open a new field of operation against the West. 

Furthermore, the Wahhabists do not want to jeopardize their business interests in Europe in 

these times, so it is unlikely that they would try to attack Western interests in the near future. 

6. The Wahhabists as risk factor 

Statistics show that the Wahhabists carry out fewer and fewer terrorist attacks in Europe. The 

changing priorities presented in the previous section suggest a decline in this area. The 

protection of the aforementioned European Wahhabi economic interests may have the same 

effect. Their financial centre evolved in Vienna partially because a lot of people from the 

former Yugoslavia had worked in Austria, they have been speaking the language for several 

generations already, and they have an extensive diaspora in the country. But there is no 

significant Wahhabi community in Hungary, and the Hungarian language is more difficult to 

learn than German despite the fact that the necessary legal financial services are already 

available. Why Berlin did not become the financial centre is easy to see: Vienna is nearly 600 

miles closer. 
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The more coordinated CT action of the national authorities narrows down the scope of 

Wahhabi activities, which can cause a decrease in terrorist acts. The very young and weak 

Bosnian State outlined above slowly but surely and gradually begins to shore up, which also 

works against the spread of radicalism. 

However, intentions to carry out terrorist attacks against Western interests in Europe or in the 

Balkans cannot be ruled out completely. The reason is that the image of the  main enemy of 

the Islamic fundamentalists has not changed: the United States and its allies are still ranked 

first. A number of religious and diplomatic facilities are located in the countries of Europe, 

which can become targets for the Wahhabists. We must not forget, however, that States that 

acceded later to the EU have less financial resources to spend on their safety. 

According to other views, the current trends point exactly to the opposite direction. Although 

it is very difficult to prove, there is a gradually increasing number of terrorist acts attributable 

to the Wahhabists. According to the Bosnian Muslim political scientist Dzevad Galijašević, it 

was a strategic error of the government that, together with international agencies stationed in 

the region, it did not take the presence of the radicals seriously. According to a study 

published by him, Alija Izetbegović’s presidency handled the Wahhabists with kid gloves in a 

supportive way. The specialist said that the Wahhabists played a major role in many murders 

and terrorist attacks carried out in Bosnia; however, so far these have been treated as any 

other ordinary crime. The political scientist estimates that about the 12 percent of the 1.5 

million Muslim inhabitants of the country support the Wahhabi movement. 

According to Galijašević, if the respective governments allow the Wahhabi movement to 

unfold, terrorist acts may occur soon in the Balkans like in Russia and in the Republics of the 

Caucasus. Serbian terrorism expert Darko Trifunovic joins the pessimistic predictions; he and 

his colleagues warned the government and the International High Representative already a 

long time ago: the country could be soon the hotbed of terrorists and a training centre of the 

Al Qaeda. 

Other experts say that Islam fundamentalists are becoming more and more dangerous for the 

region, and Bosnia and Herzegovina can become a European bastion of Islamic terrorism. The 

Serbian authorities and the Bosnian agencies are practically forced to deal with the problem 

on a daily basis. In the Wahhabi schools and mosques the “education” of the younger 
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generations continues, and more and more of their leaders announce in public that their goals 

can be achieved only by weapons. 45 

7. Hungarian aspects 

A real threat for Hungary is that the centre and the activities of these groups are concentrated 

in an area only a few hundred kilometres away from the Hungarian border. Hungary is a 

Member State of the European Union and is involved in several international peacekeeping 

missions, therefore cannot be considered neutral to Muslims claiming fundamentalist 

doctrines. However, Hungary cannot allocate as many resources to safety as some of the 

Western States, so it is more exposed to the terrorist threat. The terrorist attack in Burgas on 

19 July 2012 also highlighted the fact that global tendencies can exert a special effect on the 

terrorist scene in the states that acceded to the EU later. 

Another source of threat46 can be the Muslim immigrants who are loosely or closely linked to 

the radicals. These individuals can easily be radicalized on the web sites (shown above), as 

the process can be illustrated by the attacks in France in 2012. Considering that Hungary is 

below the EU average regarding social welfare, immigrants consider it not as a destination, 

but rather as a transit country. As a result, no significant Muslim community can be found in 

Hungary, which has a reducing effect on the number of radicals, so we can say that at present 

there is no Muslim community posing a significant security threat in our country. 

Our country is a transit country for illegal immigrants, weapons and drug trade coming from 

the Balkans, and we cannot rule out the possibility that extremist groups maintain contact with 

active organized crime groups, operate depots and warehouses. 

According to information, the extremist groups carry out legitimate fundraising as well. This 

is due to the fact that the Hungarian secret services after the change of the regime did not have 

enough interpreters to collect intelligence on them. This way the members of these groups 

became very wealthy without the authorities being able to control their illegal activities, and 

they started to develop their very lucrative legitimate businesses. Some of these businesses 

diverted a significant part of the earned profit to different crisis areas through alternative 

                                                 

45 http://hetek.hu/hatter/201201/vahabita_falvak_ketszaz_kilometerre_a_magyar_hatartol (letöltve: 2013. 08. 
10.) 

46 As it was shown also by the attacks in France in 2012. 
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financial channels47 supporting their fighting brothers abroad. They use Hungary as a safe 

haven, should a fighter get injured in a crisis area. No information came to our attention at the 

time of the analysis on any major business interests that operate in Hungary and are affiliated 

with the Wahhabi movement in the Balkans. 

In summary we can conclude that Hungary is not expected to be an outstanding target to the 

Wahhabists in the Balkans in the near future because they would lose more due to a successful 

terrorist attack, than what they can gain with. Many Muslim students had studied in our 

country before the change of the system, and they have a relatively good relationship with us, 

several of them even started a family in Hungary. There are no historical or geopolitical 

conflicts that could trigger a conflict with them. However, should an attack involving the 

Hungarian population occur, the above status quo would be upset, which could result in a 

significant loss to the Muslim business circles on the long run; they would not allow this 

because they want to preserve their profits. 

There is only one threat that is noteworthy, aimed at the significant Hungarian Jewish 

community; in Central and Eastern Europe the one in Hungary can be considered as one of 

the most significant. They are targets or attacks all over the world, most recently in Burgas. 

Considering that Hungary takes all necessary measures to ensure their protection, we cannot 

expect an attack launched by the Wahhabists against them in the near future. 

Summary 

The Wahhabists have the historical background described in this study, and it was also shown 

how they influence Muslim radicalization in the region. Why the Balkans is important to them 

and what kind of actions they are capable of, is also part of the study. It was also described 

what international relations can affect their strategy and that what risks they pose at the 

international and national levels. 

The author of the study draws the following conclusions: 

1. The Wahhabists have the capability to pose a serious threat to Europe, including Hungary, 

but in the current situation it is not likely that an attack by them against Western interests 

would occur in Europe because they do not want compromise Muslim business interest. 

                                                 

47 For example through Hawala brokers. 
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2. The Jihadi trends increase youth participation in terrorism. The new trends attract many 

people from the lower layers of society, but Muslims in the Balkans in general are not the 

right targets for Jihad. Their attitude is different compared to fundamentalists. The Wahhabists 

live under poor circumstances, therefore they are appropriate targets for the fundamentalists. 

3. Nowadays the focus of attention of the terrorists is directed towards the conflict zones in 

North-Africa and in the Middle East. They pay full attention to those conflict zones, and they 

do not have enough capacity to open new fields of operation against the West. 

4. All things considered – especially the foreign interests – Hungary probably will not be the 

target of the Bosnian Wahhabists in the near future, because they do not want to change the 

status quo in the region. 

Despite these conclusions, it is important to note that Wahhabi activities in the Balkans need 

to be monitored continuously in order to prevent possible terrorist attacks in the future. 

Furthermore, Bosnia-Herczegovina needs all the support it can get to become a strong country 

as soon as possible, so that it could prevent the irreversible spread of the radical tenets in the 

Balkans. 
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