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VÁRNAGY PÉTER 

Present Identity Consciousness in the Synthesis 
of Multicultural Origin 

Case Study 

At the beginning of the 21st century examining my identity consciousness I 
began to search for the origin of my ancestors by making a family tree based on 
documents found. 

I can state that I am Hungarian though most of my ancestors were, so to say, 
foreign. However, there were some of them of pure Hungarian origin, mainly 
women despite. Despite the fact that they were not Hungarian by origin, all my 
ancestors declared themselves to be Hungarian perhaps because may have 
wanted to identify themselves to the Hungarian nation or they may have wanted 
to be assimilated and integrated. 

Looking at the family tree it can be seen that most of the surnames of my 
ancestors according to the evidence of their certificates of baptism are foreign 
names. Some had German names e.g. Bach, Brunhackel, Hock, Pasler, Reinhold, 
Drechsler, Wagner, Kröll, Wittenberger, Wigan, Ennert, others had Slavic 
surnames like Milekovics, Mozsonics, Jellinek, Bohuss, Szikorszky. Though 
some of their wives had Hungarian surnames e.g. Túróczy, Keceli, Simon. 

From my brief case description of the situation in the 19th century 
Carpathian Basin it can be concluded that the defining components of our 
national identity are very complicated. It is due to three main components: 
cultural tradition, political relations and religions institutes. It is interesting that 
in the view of representing the linguistic culture of Europe languages with 
elements of German or Slavic as well as Anglo-Saxon linguistic culture can be 
observed.1 

I would focus, on only one person in this case analysis, namely my great-
great grandfather, József Jellinek (1822–1900) who grew up and was socialised 
in German-Slavic environment in Znojmo (Znaim), Moravia. József Jellinek 
arrived in Pécs, then Fünfkirchen in 1867 (exactly a hundred years before I was 
born) after being a soldier in Army of Austrian and Hungarian Monarchy for 
twenty-four years. In the peaceful time of dualism he settled down in Pécs 
started his carrier as a butcher and got married. My great-great grandfather Jó-

                                                        
1 cf. Jacques Waardenburg: Migrants and minorities: Religion as a factor in identity. In: 
Specificities and universality: problems of identities. Council of Europe Press, 1995. 52-53. 
pp. 
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zsef Jellinek and his son Ferenc spoke German as they were socialized in a 
German-speaking environment. So young Ferenc spoke only German when he 
started elementary school in Pécs (Belvárosi Elemi Iskola). Though they didn’t 
have their roots in Hungarian culture, during the years they learned to speak and 
write in Hungarian. They consciously declared themselves Hungarian and 
became Hungarian in their feelings and way of thinking as well. 

József Jellinek brought up his children to have peaceful, decent life with 
middle class values. His son Ferenc, followed in his father’s footsteps, he 
became a butcher, too. He had five children, his business was prosperous (as he 
was a hardworking man) and he became a respected citizen of the town of Pécs. 
He wrote something like a diary (“Életírás”) in which the process of the 
development of his Hungarian identity, the process of assimilation and 
integration can be followed.2 So my great-great grandfather, József Jellinek and 
his family adapted themselves to the Hungarian environment; the above-
mentioned cultural traditions, the political and religions institutions and this was 
not incompatible or inconsistent with his former Czech-Moravian identity. In the 
process of having Hungarian identity undoubtedly there must have been 
circumstances which helped him to gain the state of Hungarian identity. 

According to the literature on the subject it may be ascertainable that 
identity consciousness is the result of complex processes. “Identity is a 
differentiation which is only possible through an encounter with an other. 
Identities are thus socially constructed through interaction with others and 
through a realization of how others see one. These others may be in-group 
members. One may therefore identity with them strongly or see them as being 
very different. In both cases however processes of identification and 
differentiation take place”3 

In my opinion all kind of identity has vertical (developing in time) and a hor-
izontal (developing in space) profile. My identity (Hungarian, German and Slav-
ic) involves a sense of self and sense of relatedness, a sense of similarity, a sense 
of difference, and a sense of change and potential for change. It implies a self-
image and a judgment about self, an image of others and a judgment about them, 
and an image and judgment about how the self and the other relate – although at 
the most basic level this self – and other imaging and judging occur tacitly. Hor-
izontally identity implies not only a self identity, but an identity attributed to the 
self by the other. The self may more or less be aware of this, more or less inter-
nalize it, or more or less reject it. The self and the other are multi-dimensional, 
and different aspects of identity can come to the fore in different contexts. 

                                                        
2 Várnagy Elemér-Várnagy Péter: Katonadolog. Egy pécsi népfelkel ő  polgár jegyzetei. A 
szerző k kiadása, Pécs 2002. 7. p. 
3 Peter Figueroa: Specificities and universality: problems of identities issues in the field of 
education. In: Specificities and universality: problems of identities. Council of Europe Press, 
1995. 86. p. 



Present Identity Consciousness in the Synthesis of Multicultural Origin 

 195

I think, on this basis it is worth asking the following question: What are the 
bridges which promoted the process of identification and lead to the state of 
identity in this case? 

Psychological identity, in its original meaning, is a phase of recognition in 
the process of recollection.4 My case has been a retrospective counting backs, a 
recollection of the past. Schools of depth psychology extended the concept of 
identification the self during the process of identification include other person’s 
features and experience them as his own qualities identifying himself with them 
(interioritzation).5 The latter phase may be called self identification inner 
identity: “The condition of being the same, or alike, in all respects (identical); 
the character of persisting essentially unchanged.”6 Drever continues and makes 
the process more exact: “The personal identity psychologically, the sense or 
feeling of being the same person, based mainly on common sensibility and con-
tinuity of aims, purposes, and memories.”7 

We also can talk about the general process of identification besides that of 
personal identity. It is external identity influenced or defined by circumstances, 
things and people e.g. my great-great grandfather’s moving from Znaim 
(Znojmo) to Fünfkirche (Pécs). A few years ago I visited Znojmo, the native 
town of my great-great grandfather to gain experience of the “bridge-building” 
roles of the two cities. Znojmo near Austria in the Check Republic on the river 
Dyje was already an important point of junction between Vienna, Prague, Bruno 
and Bratislava (Pozsony) two hundred years ago. It is full of mediaeval churches 
and houses. There are also houses built in 18th, 19th century and has a system of 
cellars under the city. The same or similar things can be found in Pécs, too. The 
resemblance of the two cities might have made József Jellinek settle down and 
get married in the Sub-Mediterranean city of Pécs at the foot of Mecsek Hill 
after being a soldier for twenty-four years. 

These facts seem to justify some researchers’ statements: “generally, a phase 
of recognition in remembering; specially, by psychoanalysts, a process by which 
an individual, unconsciously or partially so, as a result of an emotional tie, be-
haves, or imagines himself behaving, as if he were the person with whom the tie 
exists.”8 

Of course besides external factors interpersonal relationships are necessary 
in forming identity consciousness. Generally identities and national identity are 
not necessarily incompatible. The working class, the middle class and the upper 

                                                        
4 Bartha Lajos: Pszichológiai értelmező  szótár. Akadémiai Kiadó, Budapest 1981. 96. p. 
5 Bartha Lajos: Pszichológiai értelmező  szótár. Akadémiai Kiadó, Budapest 1981. 96. p. 
6 James Drever: A Dictionary of Psychology. Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, Middlesex 
1969. 128. p. 
7 James Drever: A Dictionary of Psychology. Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, Middlesex 
1969. 207. p. 
8 James Drever: A Dictionary of Psychology. Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, Middlesex 
1969. 128. p. 
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class can all identify with their class, and with the nation. Young and old, city 
dwellers and rural dwellers, men and women, Catholics, Protestant, non-
Christian believers and atheists can all identify with one nation. 

Cultural diversity is a fact of the world and a long standing fact of Europe 
and of every European country. The greatness of Europe is at least partly a func-
tion of the meeting and interacting of diversity of cultures throughout Europe’s 
history (Hungarian, German, Slavic, and many others).9 

The case of my ancestors might prove that double identity, that is national 
and European identities are possible to achieve. It is not just a dream. The 
assimilation of my forefathers can be called “healthy assimilation” as they 
integrated into the Hungarian nation on their own accord and became citizens of 
the European-Hungarian nation happily without being forced to do so. They left 
us a rich socio-cultural inheritance. Due to these roots we are able to keep our 
cultural traditions and in harmony with our identity consciousness of diversity 
we can fulfil our bridge-building task. 
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