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COLLOQUIUM ON EOCENE STRATIGRAPHY, BUDAPEST-TIHANY

September 6-8, 1969

Dudich, E.

On the occasion of the Centenary of the Hungárián Geological Institute, on 

September 6-8, 1969 a Colloquium on Eocéné Stratigraphy was organized. It was to 

continue the work begun at the Milan-Nice-Paris Colloquium in 1968. Its agenda was 

focussed upon the problem of the Middle Eocéné and the correlation of the Southwest 

Mediterranean Eocéné with that of Eastern Europe.

The secretary of the Organizing Committee of the Colloquium was 

Dr.G. Kopek, its members were Dr. E. Dudich J r . , Dr. L. Gidai, C .S c i.,

Dr.M . Jámbor-Kness, Dr. T. Kecskeméti, and Dr. L. Rákosi.

Preprints of 27 papers were presented by authors from 9 countries, in the 

following languages: 14 in French, 7 in Russian, 3 in English, 3 in Germán.

In addition, the members of the Colloquium have been given a brief 

biography of M. Hantken, a catalogue of Eocéné animal and plánt species described 

from Hungary, a list of the Hungárián students of the Eocéné, a bibliography of the 

Hungárián Eocéné, a list of the registrants of the Colloquium, a guide fór the 

visitors to the Institute, and a key to Hungárián spelling.

The excursion guide (with 26 figures and 1 coloured geological map) has 

been issued in Hungárián, French, and Russian versions.

The number of attending members totalled 80, of which were from Hungary, 

17 from Francé, 14 from the USSR, 7 from Czechoslovakia, 3 each from the Germán 

Federal Republic, Poland and Switzerland, and 1 each from Bulgária, the Germán 

Democratic Republic, the United Kingdom, Italy, the USA and Yugoslavia.

Thus the organizers managed to convene an allsmbracing meeting of the 

representatives of both the East and West European students of the Eocéné.
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A totál of 21 non attending members - of which 1 each in Belgium, the 

Netherlands and Spain - have been given the m aterials of the Colloquium.

The official inauguration of the Colloquium toolc piacé on September 6 in 

Hotel Universitas. On behalf of the organizers of the 1968 Paris meeting professor 

Ch. Pomerol addressed the members present. After that the members were addressed 

by G. Kopek who set forth the agenda.

The Colloquium included no sessional meeting. On September 6 and 7, 

whole-day excursion were conducted to the Transdanubian Central Mountains. Beside 

geology (both Eocéné and other geological formations), these included visits to 

cultural and historical highlights along the excursion route.

The strictly geological programme consisted of visits to 12 carefully prepared 

exposures, partly artifical. The participants could collect samples from fauna-rich 

strata numbered in accordance with the excursion guide.

On the first excursion day L. Gidai, M. Jámbor - Kness and L. Rákosi 

presented the participants the Eocéné of the northeastern Central Mountains: five 

exposures in the Dorog Basin at < t̂okod, two on the bordér of the Gerecse Mountains 

(river escarpment between Nyergesujfalu and Lábatlan villages and Buzáshegy ravine 

at Bajót), and one in the Vértes Mountains (hanging sequence of Ujfeltárás opencast 

bauxite pit at Gánt).

On the second excursion day, G. Kopek, E. Dudich and T. Kecskeméti 

presented four standard sections of the Bakony Mountains: Weimpuszta near Nagy- 

esztergár viliágé in the northeastern Bakony Mountains, Mt. Ree near Pénzesgyőr 

in the High Bakony Mountains, and the Balatonhegy at Szőc and Darvastó-VI 

opencast bauxite pit in the Southern Bakony Mountains.

In spite of the extremely busy programme, the excursion took piacé 

according to schedule and in a friendly atmosphere.

On September 8, the members of the Colloquium spent the day at Tihany, 

where they paid a visít to the Tihany Qbservatory of the Eötvös Loránd Geophysical 
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Institute and were shown a technical exhibition in the main building. After that 

they took part in the Colloquium’ s closing debate.

The forenoon meeting of the Tihany dabate, held in three working languages 

(French, Russian, Hungárián), consisted of two parts.

The first one was presided by Professor Ch. Pomerol (Paris). The dicussion 

was introduced by a joint lecture of G. Kopek - E. Dudich - T. Kecskeméti on the 

subject "The problem of standard sections as the Central problem of stratigraphic 

research". In its discussion 22 contributors took part.

The second part was presided by Professor H. Schaub (Basel). As an 

introduction, L. Gidai lectured on "The stratigraphic relation of the N-E Transdanubian 

Eocéné". There were 11 observations.

The Presidium drafted a resolution consisting of 9 paragraphs.

In the afternoon its discussion was directed by Academicion 

A. L. Yanshin of the USSR.

The Colloquium ended with a dinner-party, in high spirits atmosphere.

After the dinner the excursion members returned to Budapest.

Baclc in Budapest, 9 outstanding members of the Colloquium were handed 

over the Centenary Bronzé Plaquette of the Hungárián Geological Institute and an 

English uopy of a "de luxé" publication on the Institute’ s history by Dr. J. Fiilöp,

Corr. membr. Ac. S c i., president of the Central Geological Office.

The proceedings of the Colloquium are to be published as Vol. LIV, fasc.

4 of the Annals of the Hungárián Geological Institute in early 1971.
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