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W e are convinced that what is at stake in the war 
now raging is, not only power and territorial 
problems, but the very existence of Europe. 

What de we mean by Europe? Apart from the geographical 
and ethnographical reality, Europe is a moral abstraction, 
the roots of which reach down to the days of primitive 
legend, while its crown rises to the stratosphere of the 
human intellect. When we speak of Europe, we think of 
the eagle of Zeus and Siegfried’s dragon, of Leonidas's 
shield, of Praxiteles’s chisel, of Leonardo’s brush, of 
Shakespeare's pen, of Dante's devotion, of Rabelais's 
wantonness, of Napoleon’s sword, of Immanuel Kant’s 
brain, of Beethoven's piano, of Petofi's lyre, —  and we 
might continue to quote examples of the kind for days 
without reaching the bottom of the well: for Europe —  the 
idea suggested by the name — is everything created or 
thought out, felt or dreamed, during twenty-five centuries 
by a hundred peoples which still live or have disappeared.

Only the dazzling variety of the building materials 
could have produced the wonderful mosaic of European 
culture which is the fulfilment and the crown of all that 
the human intellect is capable of. Every other ancient cul
ture was one-sided, — Egyptian or Arab, Hindoo or 
Chinese; only the culture of Europe has been and is 
manysided like a brightly polished crystal: European
culture alone has been and is free, soaring and capable of 
development, enabling and qualifying the white races to 
rule the world.

Now, however, the wonderful mosaic has been twisted 
out of shape; the power welding it together has gone; the 
several stones are thrusting one another aside and falling 
out of the design. When any part rises in rebellion against
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the whole, there ensues decadence, the end of things, death.  
The soul flies away, leaving behind only a valueless and 
shapeless mass of rubble. What is happening in Europe 
today, is a large-scale reproduction of what heppened in 
miniature in ancient Greece. Having risen to the zenith of 
glory, the Hellenic towns jealously assailed one another, 
tripping one another up and bringing one another to a fall, 
until finally conquerors and conquered both lay in the 
dust. The home of marble temples, of beautiful bodies and 
beautifule souls, of a noble luxury and a love of freedom, 
became a barren land of poverty and ignorance. Today a 
similar process of dissolution and decay is in progress 
throughout the world; and we have no ground for expecting 
better results on the present occasion either.

How did the statesmen succeed in making such a mess 
of things? In our conviction, by cajoling themselves into 
believing that power politics can afford to disregard the 
laws of religion and morality. The State requires its citizens 
to live a life of respectability and humanity; but the State 
itself forces its way towards the achievement of its ends 
ruthlessly and without being particular in its choice of the 
means. In civil life lies and robbery and manslaughter have 
a different terminology from that used in international 
intercourse. The radiation of “ex oriente lux’ does not look 
like enhancing the brightness or splendour of our culture 
and our civilization.

In our opinion, the disease today afflicting the cultured 
peoples is due to their way of thinking having gradually 
and imperceptibly relapsed into the age of club-law. It is 
a characteristic fact that, while diplomats are discussing 
after-War conditions, the Great Powers seem to regard it 
as only natural that the sovereignty of the small peoples 
should be curtailed. That sovereignty must be curtailed, if 
only because they are strong enough to perform the opera
tion. And that brings us to a realization of the truth that the 
peace of Europe depends at all times on the goodwill of 
the Great Powers. It is only when one or other of the 
Great Powers exploits them for its own selfish purposes 
that the small peoples are a danger to the peace and culture 
of our Continent. Serbia in 1914 set half the world ablaze,
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because she felt she could rely upon the support of a 
Great Power, Russia. Edward Benes was able to embark 
on a daring and provocative imperialistic policy —  with 
only a few million Czechs behind him — , because he had 
succeeded in enlisting the patronage of President Wilson.

We have no idea what the new Europe will be like 
that is to arise from the deluge of blood being shed in the 
present War; but one thing is quite certain —  of one thing 
we are already quite sure — , viz. that, if the victors impose 
restrictions solely upon the liberty of other peoples, reserving 
to themselves a liberty of action not subject to the restrict
ing influence of any moral code, what must inevitably ensue 
will be the bankruptcy of European culture. For there can 
be no talk of any culture in a Europe in which the small, 
Helot States are to subjected to the despotism of modern 
Xerxeses or Suleymans. Now, if European culture becomes 
a thing of the past, it follows as a logical conclusion that 
there will be an end also of the world-hegemony of the 
white races. Europe's rule over the coloured races is not a 
rule of bayonets, but seventy per cent, of authority; and 
this horrible war, whichever Party proves victorious, will 
in the eyes of the coloured races inevitably end in a general 
and annihilating reverse of the white peoples. We wonder 
whether it has occurred to the scatterbrained statesmen 
who have usurped the inheritance of the geniuses of bygone 
days that the people of Europe are organs of one common 
body, and that the extermination of the peoples now in 
progress is at the same time —  attempted suicide?
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