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BY

FRANCIS HERCZEG

Long buried in the past are those New Year's Eves when 
the turn of the Wheel of Time was greeted with hil
arious jubilation!! Today we have no reason to be 

jubilant over the passing of time; for it is conceivable that 
in the New Year dawning in a blaze of fire not only our 
ephemeral life, but our national values which we have 
regarded as eternal will also be cast into the scales.

What is in store for us in 1944? It is quite conceivable 
that the fearful whirlwind which has for more than four 
years been shaking the foundations of the world, will in the 
coming months reach its culmination. It may be that we 
shall witness horrors never before seen. For it is beyond 
question that the devil lurking in the soul of mankind whom 
Our Lord Christ overthrew and cast into chains has burst 
his bonds, setting loose all the elements of hatred, inhumanity 
and paganism in the human soul.

The belligerent Great Powers are engaged in discussing 
post-War plans; yet in reality even the sagest statesman has 
no idea what surprises the world-conflagration may have 
still in store for him. The first Great War, which in its 
dimensions was far less formidable than that raging at 
present, swept out of existence no fewer than four ancient 
Empires and surprised mankind with the creation of a Soviet 
Union with a population of one hundred and eighty million 
souls. Which of the statesmen foresaw all this?

The post-War plans have allotted the small nations an 
important —  though unpleasantly passive —  role. At first it
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was suggested that the ultimate victors proposed to divide 
the small nations among themselves according to “ spheres 
of interest” ; then it was rumoured that one of the victorious 
Powers chivalrously proposed to present them as a gift to 
its good friend; and, finally, we have been hearing that the 
independence of the small nations is to remain intact, “only" 
they are to be given governments professing the same outlook 
on life as the victor. In other words, no one has the slightest 
idea what is to be done with the small nations, the only 
thing that is certain being that the Powers would like to do 
something with them.

The small peoples themselves are the last to be gratified 
at the interest being shown in them. The view of the matter 
entertained by us Hungarians is that expressed so pithily 
and briefly by Premier Kdllay when he said that “ without 
the small nations there can be no Europe, or at least no 
Europe calculated to be worthy of man” .

Is there really no Europe without the small nations? 
Certainly there is not. For what we call European culture 
could not have developed except as the result of the 
reciprocal influence of great and small nations living side by 
side within a territory of restricted area —  an influence 
acting in an exceptionally complicated manner. When we 
remember the towns of ancient Greece and the principalities 
of Renaissance Italy, we cannot but believe that the tiny 
States have had a far greater share in the cultural work of 
Europe than the Great Powers. The strength of the small 
nations lies in the fact that, in the consciousness of their 
weakness, they build up their existence, not on physical, but 
on moral foundations.

The small nations are the predestined depositaries of the 
idea of liberty. Seeing that the weakness of these small na
tions provokes the imperialistic aspirations of the great na
tions, the former have more opportunities than the latter to
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vindicate their independence. In Europe the most famous 
struggles for liberty and independence have been those waged 
by the Swiss, the inhabitants of the Low Countries, the Poles 
and the Hungarians. These peoples have learned that what 
ensures their survival is not the force of arms, but their 
readiness to make sacrifices. The sacrifices made by Nicholas 
Zrinyi, Francis Rakoczi or the Thirteen Martyrs of Arad each 
meant as much to Hungary as a victorious war.

Small nations may be buried, but their love of liberty 
cannot be extinguished. If that love of liberty is interred, it 
will make the soil in which it is buried volcanic, — will 
make that soil quake and glow. We need only remember the 
few millions of Serbians whose embitterment in 1914 led to 
the outbreak of a World War, That war brought the House 
of Habsburg to its fall; but it also swept away the Romanov 
Dynasty which had been the ally of the Serbians.

We Hungarians, as we cross the threshold of the year 
1944, must remember that hard times are perhaps in store 
for us. But, if we cling unswervingly to the moral basis of our 
national cause, — if we do not forget that our strength lies 
primarily in the untainted morality of our public life — , we 
shall be able to weather the storm now brewing, as our 
forbears weathered so many catastrophes in the past. For 
without Hungary there can be no Europe, — at least no 
healthy and peaceful Europe!
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