
DANUBIAN REVIEW
(DMHIBUN NEWS)

A REVIEW DEVOTED TO RESEARCH INTO PROBLEMS OF THE 

DANUBIAN BASIN

Dr. A N D R E W  F A L L
MANAGING EDITOR

Vol. XI. No. 9. February, 1944.

1944!
FRANCIS HERCZEG

“Balance oi Power”
ANDREW BAJCSY-ZSILINSZKY

The Balance of Power in Danube Valley 
LADISLAS SZENCZEI

The Czechs and the European Balance oi Power 
LOUIS KARPATHY

Central European Balance oi Power Destroyed in 1920 
EUGENE MIKL6SSY

Controversy anent Tito between Serbian and Croatian Press 
IMRE PROKOPY

Political Mosaic

Political Economy

BUDAPEST LONDON S. W. 7
V. ZRINY1-U. 1. III. 29 ONSLOW GARDENS



1 9  4  4 !
BY

FRANCIS HERCZEG

Long buried in the past are those New Year's Eves when 
the turn of the Wheel of Time was greeted with hil
arious jubilation!! Today we have no reason to be 

jubilant over the passing of time; for it is conceivable that 
in the New Year dawning in a blaze of fire not only our 
ephemeral life, but our national values which we have 
regarded as eternal will also be cast into the scales.

What is in store for us in 1944? It is quite conceivable 
that the fearful whirlwind which has for more than four 
years been shaking the foundations of the world, will in the 
coming months reach its culmination. It may be that we 
shall witness horrors never before seen. For it is beyond 
question that the devil lurking in the soul of mankind whom 
Our Lord Christ overthrew and cast into chains has burst 
his bonds, setting loose all the elements of hatred, inhumanity 
and paganism in the human soul.

The belligerent Great Powers are engaged in discussing 
post-War plans; yet in reality even the sagest statesman has 
no idea what surprises the world-conflagration may have 
still in store for him. The first Great War, which in its 
dimensions was far less formidable than that raging at 
present, swept out of existence no fewer than four ancient 
Empires and surprised mankind with the creation of a Soviet 
Union with a population of one hundred and eighty million 
souls. Which of the statesmen foresaw all this?

The post-War plans have allotted the small nations an 
important —  though unpleasantly passive —  role. At first it
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was suggested that the ultimate victors proposed to divide 
the small nations among themselves according to “ spheres 
of interest” ; then it was rumoured that one of the victorious 
Powers chivalrously proposed to present them as a gift to 
its good friend; and, finally, we have been hearing that the 
independence of the small nations is to remain intact, “only" 
they are to be given governments professing the same outlook 
on life as the victor. In other words, no one has the slightest 
idea what is to be done with the small nations, the only 
thing that is certain being that the Powers would like to do 
something with them.

The small peoples themselves are the last to be gratified 
at the interest being shown in them. The view of the matter 
entertained by us Hungarians is that expressed so pithily 
and briefly by Premier Kdllay when he said that “ without 
the small nations there can be no Europe, or at least no 
Europe calculated to be worthy of man” .

Is there really no Europe without the small nations? 
Certainly there is not. For what we call European culture 
could not have developed except as the result of the 
reciprocal influence of great and small nations living side by 
side within a territory of restricted area —  an influence 
acting in an exceptionally complicated manner. When we 
remember the towns of ancient Greece and the principalities 
of Renaissance Italy, we cannot but believe that the tiny 
States have had a far greater share in the cultural work of 
Europe than the Great Powers. The strength of the small 
nations lies in the fact that, in the consciousness of their 
weakness, they build up their existence, not on physical, but 
on moral foundations.

The small nations are the predestined depositaries of the 
idea of liberty. Seeing that the weakness of these small na
tions provokes the imperialistic aspirations of the great na
tions, the former have more opportunities than the latter to
2
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vindicate their independence. In Europe the most famous 
struggles for liberty and independence have been those waged 
by the Swiss, the inhabitants of the Low Countries, the Poles 
and the Hungarians. These peoples have learned that what 
ensures their survival is not the force of arms, but their 
readiness to make sacrifices. The sacrifices made by Nicholas 
Zrinyi, Francis Rakoczi or the Thirteen Martyrs of Arad each 
meant as much to Hungary as a victorious war.

Small nations may be buried, but their love of liberty 
cannot be extinguished. If that love of liberty is interred, it 
will make the soil in which it is buried volcanic, — will 
make that soil quake and glow. We need only remember the 
few millions of Serbians whose embitterment in 1914 led to 
the outbreak of a World War, That war brought the House 
of Habsburg to its fall; but it also swept away the Romanov 
Dynasty which had been the ally of the Serbians.

We Hungarians, as we cross the threshold of the year 
1944, must remember that hard times are perhaps in store 
for us. But, if we cling unswervingly to the moral basis of our 
national cause, — if we do not forget that our strength lies 
primarily in the untainted morality of our public life — , we 
shall be able to weather the storm now brewing, as our 
forbears weathered so many catastrophes in the past. For 
without Hungary there can be no Europe, — at least no 
healthy and peaceful Europe!
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“BALANCE OF POWER”
BY

ANDREW BAJCSY-ZSILINSZKY

M y thoughts are continually recurring to an article 
entitled “ Integration or Disintegration” published in 
the September, 1943, issue of a prominent British 

periodical, “The Nineteenth Century and After” . In this 
article the Editor of the periodical explains that in the future 
re-adjustment of Europe Great Britain must not forget the 
traditional fundamental principle which for centuries has 
guided her own foreign policy, — the idea of the balance of 
power. According to the writer this balance of power is the 
only principle suited to act as the basis upon which to build 
up the new, unitary system of collective security in force 
equally for all nations, both great and small, and to create 
some kind of new League of Nations more perfect than the 
older one.

I have not had an opportunity to read the article in 
question in extenso; my knowledge of that article being 
restricted to the abstracts quoted in the Hungarian Press. 
But it is not difficult, with the help of a little imagination, to 
re-construct the train of political thought underlying the 
article. And at the same time, through the medium of the 
thousand-years' perspective of Hungarian history, it is an 
easy matter to establish that from time immemorial Hun
garian policy has —  we may safely say — been inseparably 
interwoven with the balance-of-power conception. It is 
equally easy to establish that after the first Great War it was 
the spiritual union primarily of muddle-headed economic 
experts and weak statesmen that led to the drafting of those 
treaties of peace which sowed the seeds of the second Great 
War and cast the "balance-of-power” principle on the dust- 
heap for the sake of dominance of the victors hatched in some 
kind of incubator. Jacques Bainville, the clearest-headed and 
most gifted of modern French political thinkers, already in
4
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1920 ridiculed the fatal mistakes made in the Paris treaties of 
peace and with accurate precision prophesied all that actually 
ensued two decades later. Bainville’s book of prophecies — 
“ Les consequences politiques de la paix” — , this work of 
foresight unparalleled in political literature, in 1920 offered 
what was a veritable itinerary of the second Great War, — 
and that in the year in which Dr. Benes drafted the silliest 
construction of world history, the Little Entente. In this book 
Bainville declared that nothing sillier or more stupid could be 
imagined than the idea of entrusting to the leadership of 
the small Czech people confined within the grip of a thousand- 
year-old pincer —  a people which, we might add, in the 
vista of ten centuries had always been the more or less 
deferential, but at all times practically shrewd, servant of 
some other, greater people —  the control of the Danube 
Valley, an area of immense importance.

Bainville died without obtaining a hearing of his glorious 
French nation: and Benes is still alive. But I have no doubt 
that the dead Bainville will be just as effectually present 
at the peace negotiations to be held in the near future as 
will the great dead son of Hungary, Paul Teleki. . .  I firmly 
believe that their spirits will be present there together to 
represent a purer and profounder interpretation of European 
history and those constructive principles and conceptions of 
political intelligence and those sound means of political 
interpretation which have during the centuries manifested 
themselves unalterably and independently of the generations 
living today in the history of the nations and States of 
Europe.

We Hungarians have nothing to fear from a renaissance 
of historical and political valuation of the completest, most 
general and most universal spirit imaginable. For it is only 
in respect of certain episodes of our history that we may 
— perhaps —  be open to indictment. But, seeing that a 
nation lives, not in space only, but in time too, we are 
entitled to demand that the totality of our nation’s and our 
State’s achievements in world history should be taken into 
account when Hungary’s spiritual and political value is 
assessed, her mission and her place in Europe determined
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and due credit given her as a factor of significance in the 
work of planning and organizing the New Europe.

And, if Hungaria Aeterna is placed in a thousand- 
years’ perspective of the kind, we shall have no difficulty in 
understanding the misgivings of the writer of the above 
article in ‘ ‘The Nineteenth Century and Alter” respecting the 
European balance of power. We shall find it an easy matter 
to appreciate those misgivings, because during the course of 
its thousand-years history, for roughly 600 years after its 
establishment, in anticipation of England herself, the Hun
garian State — here, in the very heart of Europe — was a 
superb embodiment and a full realization of the political 
conception of a European balance of power. As early as the 
reign of St. Stephen we find traces of this endeavour of 
Hungarian policy to act as a factor of equilibrium and balance 
— of this grand mission and role of paramount importance —  
manifested clearly and most pronouncedly, with a consisten
cy remaining unchanged throughout the chaotic changes of 
centuries. And this mission and this role developed in our 
nation on the one hand a certain spirit of impartiality, and 
on the other hand an attitude which was never aggressive, 
but at all times strictly one of self-defence, towards other 
European political and military factors, whether in the 
West or the East, in the North or the South.

The true spirit of Hungarian history, the superb political 
capacity of our nation and the paramount European impor
tance and indestructibility of the Hungarian State-idea, are 
perhaps reflected by the centuries of misfortune, disunion 
and national and political dismemberment even more stri
kingly, more clearly and more unmistakably than by the 
glorious history of the first six centuries — of the reigns of 
the kings of the House of Arpad, of the Angevins and the 
Hunyadys. During the century and a half of Turkish 
occupation the Hungarian Kingdom — the Western part of 
disintegrated Hungary —  struggled with all the resources at 
its disposal against Ottoman imperialism. At the same time 
the independent Principality of Transylvania, to some extent 
secure against interference by Constantinople, showed a 
readiness —  practically from century to century — to use 
every effort (during the course of seven splendid wars of
6
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independence) to prevent the Kingdom of Hungary proper 
(the sadly reduced Western half of the country) then 
struggling against the Turks being absorbed by the German- 
Roman Empire. By virtue of the soundness of its thousand- 
year-old State-structure and of the power of its grand State- 
idea, which survived intact even in the days of the country’s 
dismemberment, our nation proved here —  in the very heart 
of Europe — its loyalty to the great “balanoe-of-power” 
conception, as well as the inseparability of the Hungarian 
State-idea and that grand conception involving a sublime 
mission —  that of equilibrisation.

We see, then, that the political conception of a balance 
of forces, far from being strange to us, may without exag
geration be said to have existed in Hungary from the very 
outset, the kings of the House of Arpad, the Angevins and the 
Hunyadys, who strove to perpetuate the political inheritance 
of St. Stephen, having been the first to represent and realize 
this sublime conception of a European balance of power.

For those who think in Hungarian and respect Hungarian 
political culture it is therefore an easy matter to understand 
and appreciate the conception of a European balance of 
power. All we have to do is to expand and modernize one 
of the leading principles of the traditional policy of the Hun
garian nation and apply it to Europe and indeed to the whole 
world.

The really great thinkers of history must frequently 
have found themselves in a serious dilemma when inquiring 
into the riddle of the thousand-years' existence of the Magyar 
people. For they have had to find some sort of explanation, 
not only for the first six hundred years of its undisturbed 
maintenance of the Hungarian State, but also for the unbroken 
spiritual and political continuation of that State during a 
century and a half of dismemberment when the country was 
divided into three distinct parts. And surely there is no other 
explanation of the historical fact of the unity of the Kingdom 
of St. Stephen, of its political coherence and of the legal 
continuity established by Werboczy in his Tripartitum, than 
the circumstance that, even in the days when it was split into 
three parts by dismemberment, this nation and this State 
never lost its consciousness of its unity and continued un
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changed (Transylvania against the forces assailing the country 
from the West, and the Kingdom of Hungary proper against 
attacks from the East) to perform its great historical mission 
as a factor of equilibrium, protecting the liberty, not only of 
the Magyars, but also of the other peoples living here.

Consequently, if there is any nation capable of under
standing the great conception of a European balance of 
power, taught by a long series of bitter struggles for existence 
during the ten centuries of its history to abhor every system 
of hegemony and to instinctively comprehend and appreciate 
the historical significance of that great conception, —  the 
Hungarian nation must surely take precedence in this res
pect of all other European peoples, and in particular of other 
peoples of Central Europe with a less glorious past behind 
them and less experience in this field. And that nation is 
thus best able to understand and appreciate also the war 
ning words of the Editor of "The Nineteenth Century and 
After" when he declares that a re-adjustment of the world 
and a new, universal collective world-order must be based 
primarily on a natural and organic balance of power.

If this natural, organic balance of forces can be brought 
into being as primary basis and is not upset by some form of 
brutal hegemony, then it can be employed as a basis (and 
it is the only basis suitable for the purpose) for building up 
a farreaching and perfect universal system of security 
ensuring all small and great nations alike possibilities of 
freely asserting their legitimate claims.

The solutions put into force in 1919 and 1920 — 
solutions of an imperfect character revealing political 
incapacity —  rejected the older British conception of a ba
lance of forces which Great Britain had for centuries advo
cated, and at the same time annihilated historical Hungary. 
It is not difficult to prophesy that the success or failure of 
the new adjustment of the world will depend upon whether 
it is built up on the basis of a balance of natural and organic 
forces — upon whether that basis is made the foundation of 
the capital edifice comprised in the treaties of peace and 
more particularly of the system destined eventually to 
control and guide the lives of all free nations?

It is indubitable that the first of the fatal consequences
8
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of the first Great War to make its appearance was the 
shelving of the European balance-of-power principle. Disav
owing Wilson, the United States of North America withdrew 
from Europe and indeed refused to become a Party to the 
Covenant of the League of Nations. Great Britain sur
rendered the direction of the affairs of our Continent to 
France; and France, left to her own resources, constructed 
for her protection a bulwark of defence in the form of a 
worthless, historically and politically deformed abortion — 
a paper alliance of paltry nations and States. Great Britain 
— as a consequence of the suggestion and determination of 
weak statesmen and a generation which shrunk from every 
kind of sacrifice —  actually renounced the balance-of-power 
conception which had from time immemorial been the pivot 
of British policy and entrusted to France the care of the 
Continent; and France proved incapable of adequately 
assessing and appreciating the political significance of the 
balance-of-power conception. Instead, that country, caught 
in the snares of a literal interpretation of worthless treaties, 
followed the primitive course of allowing itself to be cajoled 
by the political and military superstition of a purely theoreti
cal security. .. That led to the failure of the policy of “ some 
kind of hegemony” ; and now that the second Great War is 
approaching its end, the great question arises —  how and 
on the basis of which principles shall the re-adjustment of 
Europe be effected? Now, if we take into account all the 
experiences of the past and of the present, the only —  and 
the best — thing we can suggest is a return to the balance- 
of-power policy.

What is the meaning of the term “ balance" politically, 
historically and sociologically? It means a judicious harmony 
of real forces. That is, —  in the first place, an automatic 
elimination of all attempts to manipulate the forces in the 
interest of the one-sided hegemony of any Power in the 
future, not only in Europe, but in the whole “indivisible” 
world; in the second place, the frustration of every conjunc- 
tural exploitation of a situation by any nation or country 
such as was the role played and the power assumed for two 
decades by Benes’s Czecho-Slovakia, —— one of the main 
sources of the present disastrous situation in Europe; in the
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third place, a conscious and deliberate exploitation of all the 
forces and so-called “key positions” peculiarly calculated 
and predestined by Nature, geography and history to act as 
a means of politically, economically and spiritually equilib- 
rizing the antagonistic forces of the Great Powers, — such 
as, for instance, Sweden, Finland and Hungary; in the 
fourth place, the replacement of a policy of thwarting by 
a benevolent and conscious policy of encouraging, the natural 
and voluntary rapprochement, co-operation and federation 
of nations and countries in keeping with the postulates of 
history, geography and living political, cultural and economic 
interests, —  such as, for instance, the rapprochement between 
Magyardcm and the Southern Slav peoples; and, in the 
fifth place, a timely elimination of the system of local allian
ces of a purely mechanical character formed for the purpose 
of plunder or of retaining plunder already obtained, —  such 
as, for instance, the Little Entente of ill-starred memory. In 
a word, the elimination from among the fundamental princi
ples underlying the adjustment of the world of all motives 
of retaliation or remuneration.

Or, to put the matter in other words, "balance" 
means the creation of a basis enabling the organic forces of 
human society — or, to be more precise, of European society 
—  to as far as possible automatically take their natural places 
in the new system and form their natural connections for 
themselves. This basis would then form the foundation upon 
which to erect the supreme international law structure (some 
kind of new and more perfect League of Nations) in which 
only an insignificant role would be played by the idea or 
the means of compulsion, —  which would not be merely a 
kind of independent power structure, but the completion of 
the re-adjustment of the world brought to its culmination 
gradually and organically on the foundations of a balance of 
power.

It is manifest that from a higher world-adjustment of 
the kind to be based upon balance it would be quite impos
sible to exclude the smaller nations and countries. Such 
exclusion would also involve ingratitude and would render the 
failure of that adjustment inevitable. How would it be 
possible, for instance, to ignore Switzerland when effecting
10
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a re-adjustment of the world, — in view of the enormous 
services to the cause of the whole of mankind rendered 
by that small country, which in consequence has risen 
veritably to the rank of a moral Great Power? Particularly 
when we remember —  a point so irrefutably stressed by 
Neergaard, the eminent Swiss professor of biology — that 
the organic character and perfection of Switzerland’s State 
and social system (which includes a most ingenious and wise 
elimination of the danger of disunion latent in the primitive 
system of numerical majorities) is predestined to act in 
advance as an inspiration on those responsible for the re
adjustment of the world and offer them the guidance of the 
wonderful example it has set the world?
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THE BALANCE OF POWER IN 
THE DANUBE VALLEY

BY
LADISLAS SZENCZEI

For some five hundred years, down to the sixteenth 
century, medieval Hungary shared with Poland the 
role of decisive factor in the European balance of power. 

It was the kingdom of the House of Arpad, of the Angevins 
and Hunyadys, that first awoke to a consciousness of the 
superb geo-political unity of the Middle Danube Basin and 
as the practical reflection of that consciousness to organize 
a strong State which for nearly five centuries was a leading 
factor in the European concert of Powers, collapsing only in 
the unequal struggle against the Ottoman Empire. The force 
and virility immanent in Hungary proved to be so strong 
that certain parts of the Hungarian State which had collap
sed (for instance, during its 150 years of independent 
existence, the Principality of Transylvania) retained positions 
as members of the South-East European concert of Powers 
of such eminence that Great Powers separated from the 
country by great distances, such as France and Sweden, 
deemed it worth their while to make alliances with them. 
After 1526 —  the year of the Battle of Mohacs —  the Hun
garian State even in its fragmentary condition earned the 
respect of those who possessed the discernment enabling them 
to objectively weigh the balance of forces in the political 
globe of Europe.

So long as Poland and Hungary stood on a firm footing, 
the balance of power in Central Europe rested on firm 
foundations. These two States united by a common religion, 
by a common social structure and on more than one occasion 
by a common dynasty, provided far-reaching guarantees of free 
development in this part of Europe and, as a consequence of 
their political weight, formed a relatively powerful bulwark 
of peace. Historically speaking, there is nothing particularly
12
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audacious in establishing that the fall of Hungary in the 
sixteenth century was in its ultimate consequences disastrous 
to Poland too. The decline of Poland ensuing some hundred 
years later, towards the close of the seventeenth century, 
— the role played by Jan Sobiesky having been only the 
last flicker of the flame of Polish power and Polish glory — , 
was due to a very large extent to the circumstance that the 
Polish Republic had lost the support of the strong southern 
partner which had been its practically inseparable comple
ment in respect both of social and of political taste. So long 
as the Principality of Transylvania that had risen from the 
ruins of the Hungarian State to the status of a medium Power 
existed, Poland found a fairly firm bulwark of support in 
the South-East in the sovereignty and independence of that 
principality It is a striking fact that, when at the close of 
the seventeenth century the independence of Transylvania 
was overthrown, the international position of Poland began 
to rapidly deteriorate, a process leading to the dismember
ment and partition of that country in the second half of the 
eighteenth century. There can be no doubt that, had Hungary 
not fallen a victim to the global imperialism of the Turkish 
Empire, — had Hungary not lost her independence — , it is 
not likely that the international situation would have ensued 
which encouraged empires in quest of booty to undertake the 
dismemberment of Poland. Had the German-Roman Empire 
been shattered by the Turkish armies and its power dimin
ished and in consequence rendered incapable of aspiring to 
the possession of Hungary, the whole development of Central 
and South-Eastern Europe would have followed a tendency 
far sounder than that in evidence today, seeing that Hungary 
and Poland, protecting one another's backs, would probably 
have brought an entirely different constellation into being. 
It is quite certain that in this event the Central European 
area would not have so readily become the scene of a contest 
between imperialistic endeavours originating from the East 
and the West respectively.

Unfortunately it is a thankless task and a waste of 
energy to indulge in dreams of what might have happened 
in the past. On the other hand, however, it is possible to 
draw from what might have happened in the past conclusions
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of value in respect both of the present and of the future. 
If we include the recent past in the category of the present, 
we cannot fail to be struck by the circumstance that the 
Powers victorious in the first Great War were evidently 
inspired very largely by the considerations discussed above 
when by the Paris treaties of peace they called into being a 
Greater Rumania created by the annexation of Transylvania 
and Bessarabia, —  their object being to enable that country 
to act as a bulwark of support and security for a Polonia 
Restituta. But, in the light of the latest historical experiences, 
this shifting of the policy of support and of the political 
balance of power eastwards, in favour of Rumania, appears 
lamentably out of place and mistaken!! The Rumanian State 
thus brought into being, instead of strengthening, weakened 
the geopolitical situation of Poland (in any case a difficult 
one) by reducing the superb geopolitical unity of the Middle 
Danube Basin, so well adapted for the organization of a 
strong State, as a consequence of the dismemberment of 
Hungary, to a condition of political debility and disunion 
more serious even than that in evidence in the days of Turkish 
occupation. An artificially aggrandized State-formation 
patched together at the expense of Hungary —  a State- 
formation the eastern and south-eastern and Lower 
Danube Basin parts of which belong geopolitically to the 
Russian Lowlands and which is cut in two in two directions 
(E.-W. and N.-S.) by the mighty chain of the Carpathians 
— cannot under any circumstances fully compensate for the 
utter political debilitation of the Middle Danube Basin. A 
State of this kind which is a patchwork formation embracing 
such a conglomeration of geopolitically incoherent areas and 
which for that very reason must inevitably exercise an 
almost superhuman centripetal influence paralysing the unity 
of its diverse territories, must without fail act as a source, 
not of strength, but of weakness. This was shown to be the 
case most strikingly in 1939, the crucial year of the modern 
history of Poland, when, owing to the weakness resulting 
from her being shifted eastwards to an excessive extent and 
from her geopolitical situation, the Rumania chosen to play 
the role of bulwark of support in Southern and South- 
Eastern Europe proved able to exercise only a negative
14
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influence on the development of the destiny of her Polish 
partner.

After the first Great War the Allied and Associated 
Powers committed the grave mistake of sacrificing historical, 
geopolitical and economic considerations which had stood 
the test of time and long proved their practical value, —  
considerations which, cannot be ignored for any length of 
time without such procedure leading to chaotic situations — , 
for the sake of a principle of romantic adjustment of dubious 
character, the nationality principle, which had never during 
the course of history had an opportunity of showing its 
suitability for the purpose.

IS



THE CZECHS AND THE EUROPEAN BALANCE
OF POWER

B Y

LOUIS KARPATHY

British foreign policy, in its bearing on the European 
Continent, has for some two centuries past been 
based upon the principle of a balance of power. 

This is nothing more or less than an attitude of practical 
politics resulting from a sound appreciation of circumstances 
which has formulated a principle based upon long historical 
experience, —  the principle, namely, that peace cannot be 
ensured except in the event of all Parties opposed to one 
another being approximately equally strong and of neither 
of those Parties having any chance of success in any attempt 
to obtain the upper hand of the other Party. History shows 
that there has only been peace when the peoples have lived 
in a state of balance of the kind. And we might add that 
only under such circumstances have periods of prosperity 
ever dawned on the peoples and nations.

In Central Europe the fifteenth century was the 
turning-point in respect of the balance of power. The peoples 
of Central Europe were only able to develop freely and 
happily so long as the Hungarian State extending over the 
whole of the Middle Danube Basin represented a political 
power able to hold aloof from that territory the imperialistic 
endeavours threatening Central Europe and the Middle 
Danube Basin respectively from both East and West. On 
the East the Byzantine Empire and on the West the 
German-Roman Emperors were scheming to conquer the 
Danubian area. So long as the Hungarian Kingdom pos
sessed the power to avert these endeavours, the peoples of 
the territories adjoining the country of the Magyars were 
also able to live independent national and State lives. But, 
the moment the Magyars became weakened by exhaustion 
resulting from the unbroken warfare against East and West
16



alike (that was at the close of the fifteenth and during the 
course of the sixteenth century), the ether small peoples 
too became menaced with the danger of losing their inde
pendence.

This is seen most clearly in the relations between 
Magyars and Czechs. So long as Hungary — or rather the 
Middle Danube Basin —  was a Great Power, the Czechs 
too were able to pursue a free policy of their own. The two 
peoples proved able without difficulty to neutralize the 
ambitions of the German-Roman Emperors, — whether by 
united efforts or separately. The two States — Hungary 
and Bohemia — by the mere fact of their existence afforded 
one another support. But in 1526 the Hungarian State was 
subjected to the greatest shock in its history; it was over
whelmed by the Ottoman Empire. This fact proved fatal, 
not only to the Magyars, but to the Czechs too. It was only 
after the disaster on the battlefield of Mohacs (1526) that the 
full measure of the dependence of Bohemia's existence 
upon the independence and virility of the Hungarian State 
became fully manifest. The Czechs realized this fact so fully 
that they endeavoured to conclude an alliance and make a 
treaty of reciprocal assistance with the Principality of 
Transylvania, the only part of the Hungarian State system 
to maintain its ancient character. For a whole century fol
lowing the disaster at Mohacs (1526) —  until 1620 —  the 
independent Principality of Transylvania acted as the most 
serious bulwark of the political independence of Bohemia. 
Even in the small independent State confined within this 
narrow territory the Magyars proved capable of affording 
the Czechs assistance sufficiently powerful to anable the 
latter to defend their political independence. And in 1620 
the issue of the Czechs' struggle for independence was 
decided by the failure of Gabriel Bethlen to reach the field 
of battle in time to relieve them.

After the disastrous rout on the field of the White 
Kill (Bila Hora: 1620), the Czechs for three whole centuries 
never even dreamed of attempting to recover their inde
pendence. The Magyars continued their struggle for liberty 
unaided against the imperialistic endeavours of the German- 
Roman and Austrian Empires. In this way three whole
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centuries of Czech history remained unwritten; we need not 
be surprised, therefore, that the Czechs forgot all about the 
Central European living-space and all the postulates of 
Central European symbiosis. That is shown clearly and 
unmistakably in innumerable respects by the new Czech 
policy of Dr. Benes. That statesman knew nothing what
soever of the postulates and the possibilities of the balance 
of power of the Central European area. He was sublimely 
unconscious of the fact that the Czechs were only in a 
position to achieve complete political independence and 
establish an independent State of their own, if they could 
rely for support upon the Middle Danube Basin, and if they 
were in a position to secure themselves against attacks from 
that quarter. The mistake made by Benes in his capacity 
as spiritual father of the first Czecho-Slovakia, did not 
consist primarily in his having built his State on an ethnic 
fiction, but on his having disrupted the unity and upset the 
tranquillity of the Middle Danube Basin, the most im
mediate and the most natural complement of the Bohemian 
Basin. In the Bohemian Basin itself the Czechs had a 
German minority representing a quota of 50% of the 
population. This circumstance proved an eternal bone of 
contention in the relations between the Czechs and Germany. 
And at the same time there was a state of continual unrest 
in the relations between the Czechs and their racial kinsmen 
in the North, —  the Poles. By the annexation of Teschen 
the Czechs had incorporated areas either exclusively Polish 
or at least containing Polish majorities; thereby precluding 
all possibility of agreement with the Poles for two decades 
or an even longer period. At the same time they (the 
Czechs, disrupted the Middle Danube Basin too. In general 
the action taken by the Czechs created the impression that 
they had been impelled by some unfortunate suggestion to 
take steps precluding all possibility of their coming to an 
agreement with any of their neighbours. They were sur
rounded on all sides by enemies; for they betrayed impe
rialistic aspirations in respect of all their neighbours alike.

From what has been said it may be seen that the 
Czechs will never be in a position to ensure an independent 
State existence —  or rather the permanent character of
18
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that existence —  unless they refrain from attempting to 
disturb the tranquillity of the State existence of those of their 
immediate neighbours, upon whose support they could rely 
in any given case. To achieve that end, they will have to 
rest satisfied with their historical territories, — with a 
resuscitation of the historical Czech State. This is the maxi
mum demand which the Czechs are entitled to formulate. 
And at the same time they must refrain from any attempt 
to disturb the historical continuity of the life of their 
neighbours. If they prove unable to realize the inexorability 
of the Central European postulates, they will be incapable 
of continuing to play their own historical role. They may, 
if they please, create a new State; but —  like the first 
Czecho-Slovakia —  that State can only be built up on 
guarantees from outside. And the existence of the new 
State thus created will only last until the guarantees from 
outside upon which it rests collapse and cease to be ef
fective.

The inner economic, geopolitical and ethnographical 
structure of their State should warn the Czechs also to duly 
appreciate the value of the stability of the Middle Danube 
Basin. In this connection the following facts should be 
borne in mind. The Bohemian Basin is geopolitically a 
unitary territory, — affording an excellent opportunity for 
the establishment of a State. It is a disadvantage, however, 
that the Czechs are unable to fill the whole territory of the 
Basin, the peripheries being everywhere inhabited by Sude
ten Germans. The geographical advantages of the Bohemian 
Basin are therefore neutralized in the ethnic field at the 
expense of the Czechs. And at the same time, when 
establishing the first Czecho-Slovak Republic, the Czechs 
annexed territories not connected either ethnically or geo
politically with the Bohemian Basin or having anything in 
common with that Basin. The territory inhabited by the 
Slovaks is completely independent of the Bohemian Basin 
and geopolitically forms an integral part of the much larger 
Middle Danube Basin. Furthermore, the Slovaks never 
agreed to allow their own ethnic individuality to be sub
ordinated to the Czechs. As a consequence of the action 
taken by them, the Czechs therefore deliberately aggravated
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the difficulties which they had proved unable to solve in 
ethnic respects in their own natural settlement area, the 
Bohemian Basin. By annexing territories geopolitically 
unconnected with their own Basin, the Czechs also aggra
vated the economic difficulties confronting their own State 
too. They proved incapable of developing the economic life 
of the territories wrested from the Middle Danube Basin; 
indeed, they actually left no stone unturned to suppress the 
industrial activity of those territories and reduce them to 
the status of colonies. Czecho-Slovakia had to contend 
continuously with internal dissensions, —  though in the 
relative stability prevailing in Europe in the period between 
the two Great Wars they succeeded somehow in 
camouflaging those dissensions. But, the moment the Great 
Power system to which Czecho-Slovakia owed its raison  
d ’e tre  and its stability weakened and lost its force, the State 
of the Czechs began to crack and crumble, until finally it 
collapsed and fell to pieces. It did not possess any 
intrinsic stability of its own and was in consequence of no 
value from the point of view of Central European stability. 
Should the Czechs once more desire to create a patchwork 
State out of geopolitically and ethnically heterogeneous 
territories, they will again have to base its existence solely 
and exclusively on the support of outside forces, seeing that 
they themselves —  owing to the lack of inner stability —  
will not be in a position to guarantee Central European 
security.
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CENTRAL EUROPEAN BALANCE OF POWER 
DESTROYED IN 1920

BY

EUGENE MIKLOSSY

It is the vital interest of Britain —  and her historical 
mission — that she should play the role of Justitia holding 
the scales of justice and, isolated as she is from the Con

tinent, ensure the balance of Europe in a manner preventing 
either of the scales from oscillating; for such oscillation would 
put an end to the tranquillity and security of the nations and 
to their possibilities of development and would give rise to 
a war tension endangering vital British interests and weaken
ing the power of Britain's voice in the affairs of an un
balanced Continent from which she is not separated but with 
which she is connected by the narrow Channel” These well- 
known words of Lord John Russell reflect a principle which 
has always been — not only since the time of Russell, but 
previously too — a dogma of British foreign policy. It is the 
Magna Charta of British diplomacy, a fundamental principle 
of imperative significance. British statesmen have at all times 
looked upon this principle —  the observance of a balance of 
power —  as the thread of Ariadne guiding them through the 
labyrinth of their imperialistic aspirations. This has been the 
sole categorical imperative —  a commandment figuring to all 
intents and purposes as an article of faith —  guiding the 
course of British policy; for nowhere else do we find British 
policy acknowledging theories of programmes or dogmas: in 
all other fields "Albion's practical elasticity" has at all times 
accommodated itself to the exigences of the daily changes of 
life. And this sole principle acknowledged by her —  her strict 
adherence to which has induced her not to shrink even from
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going to war with her allies or making peace with her enemies 
—  was shelved by Great Britain for the first time when the 
Paris Peace Edicts were drafted; then, however, thoroughly 
and disastrously . , ,

In 1916, when the first Great War was at its height, — 
when the question of acknowledging Masaryk's Czecho
slovak Committee and approving the formation of Czecho
slovak legions first came up — , Lloyd George refused to 
endorse the scheme on the ground that so long as there was 
a hope of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy throwing up the 
sponge and concluding a separate peace, no encouragement 
should be given to any endeavour likely to disrupt the 
Monarchy, which was the mainstay of the European balance 
of power, for which reason —  to quote the axiom of Palacky’s 
which had become a household word — , if there were no 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, one would have to be created. 
After the failure of Charles IV.’s efforts to negotiate a se
parate peace, however, the same Lloyd George —  to the 
discredit of his breadth of vision as a statesman — lapsed 
into the grave error of political tacticians and seconded 
Clemenceau in undermining the strongly-built bulwark, rein
forced by centuries of tradition, of European balance, sub
jecting the foundations of that bulwark, the unitary Hungarian 
State, to a process of dilapidation which crumbled it to 
pieces. Albert Apponyi has told us how, when, on November 
4th., 1923, he met the British statesman at a banquet given 
by the Chicago Chamber of Commerce, Lloyd George made 
the following frank confession of his error: —

"The exigences incidental to the period when the treaties 
were drafted compelled us to take the fatal decision, so 
dangerous to the European balance of power, of disrupting 
your ancient Monarchy; and it was above all an egregious 
blunder to disrupt also Hungary, the unshakable foundation 
of that Monarchy.”
22
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On the occasion of his welcome to Budapest on October 
4th., 1905, Theodore Roosevelt observed very sagely that “a 
strong, independent and intact Hungary is the surest safe
guard of the Christian civilization of Western Europe; tor 
Hungary was already defending that civilization —  and de
fending it unaided —  against the Osmanli peril threatening 
to swamp and destroy it long before our America was con
ceived in the womb of Europe

The Peace Edicts attempted to create new, artificial 
guarantees by destroying the only possible —  the only 
natural — guarantee of the balance of power in Eastern 
Europe. What resulted was, however, that the living reality 
of natural, geopolitical, historical and economic conditions 
was replaced by homunculus-States artificially hatched in 
an incubator, —  an organism welded by ten centuries of 
history by mock countries fabricated on the basis of paste
board theories. The new Czecho-Slovak State, the Yugoslav 
involuntary union of heterogeneous peoples and the Romania 
Mare (Greater Rumania) swollen to an extent making that 
country a constant danger to itself and to the world at large, 
however, not only failed to supply the place as a factor of 
equilibrisation of the Hungary which during the course of ten 
centuries had developed into an indivisible unit, which, sur
rounded by the natural frontiers provided by the Carpathians, 
had reflected the working of unalterable geopolitical laws in 
the very heart of the Danube Basin and which had been con
verted into a living organism by ten centuries of a unitary 
economic life, unitary communications and unitary sentiments, 
but actually proved fatal to the cause which that Hungary 
had served. For the lack of internal cohesion in these States, 
the absolute lack of traditions, the overcrowding of these 
Noah’s Arks with heterogeneous peoples, the racial antago
nisms due to divergences of interest and feelings and the 
differences of culture, combined to further, to hasten and to
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make practically inevitable the destruction of the sadly dis
organized European balance. In Yugoslavia Western and 
Byzantine culture were dovetailed into one another, though 
conflicting cultures, which when merely existing side by side 
inevitably produce friction, must when forced to live under 
the same roof inevitably heighten jealousies and convert them 
into hatred and render irreconcilable the antagonisms inera- 
dicably latent in them. Regions territorially separated from 
one another by Nature were artificially attached. An attempt 
was made to unify routes of communication gravitating to
wards diverse centres. The treaty-makers attempted also to 
reduce irreconcilable economic interests to a common de
nominator. The orthodox Serbians not so long before liberated 
from the Turkish oppression which had weighed so heavily on 
them for centuries and psychologically balkanized, were 
forced into a national union with the free Catholic Croatians 
who for more than eight centuries had been citizens of the 
Hungarian State, with the Slovenes saturated with Austrian 
cultural influences, with the Montenegrins —  the sovereign 
people of the Land of the Black Mountains which had lived 
independently of the outside world, —  this heterogeneous 
conglomeration being further variegated by the inclusion of 
autochthonous Magyar, immigrant German and other 
national minorities. This State teeming with antagonisms was 
only able to keep its head above water for a time by means 
of a perpetual “bellum omnium contra omnes” — both “intra 
muros” and “extra muros". Crises followed one another in 
rapid succession. Experiments were made with every variety 
of possible and impossible pseudo-democracy and with every 
variety of dictatorship. There was an endless succession of 
attempts and political affairs; those with whom the Govern
ment made peace today were to-morrow subjected to per
secution. And there was nothing else to be done; for, where 
the natural possibilities of symbiosis are lacking, it is no use
24
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experimenting with political machinations. The Serbian people 
of four million souls proved just as unstable a pivot of the 
balance of power as the Czech people of the former Czecho
slovak Republic and the Rumanians of the Rumania which 
had been so unnaturally aggrandized. And this alliance of 
States pieced together out of so many diverse peoples and 
saturated with so many diverse sentiments and conflicting in
terests —  whether it be dubbed “Little Entente” or Con
federation or “bloc”, or whatever other name be invented for 
it by theoretical terminology —  was quite unable, owing to 
the lack of inner cohesion, to hold together the States thus 
allied. And for that very reason it was still less able to 
ensure the all-important balance of Eastern Europe. Indeed, 
its unnatural character converted it into the greatest danger 
to that balance. Only the Hungarian State proved capable of 
defending Western Christianity against the Turks, —  the 
only State able until 1914 to prevent the flames of the Balkan 
volcano spreading westwards and setting the whole of Europe 
ablaze. As a result of the Treaty of Trianon, however, this 
storm centre of Europe became the scene of constant feuds 
and conflicts and of economic crises; subsequently too the 
ruins of the Yugoslavia which collapsed have daily been 
furnishing evidence galore of the intensity of the mutual 
hatred of the Slav peoples living there and of the greatness 
of the dangers menacing the balance of Europe from that 
quarter in the future too. There is therefore only one way of 
ensuring the balance of Europe, that suggested by the 
anecdote told of the great Hungarian statesman, Francis 
Deak: — "If your waistcoat has been badly buttoned” —  he 
said — "you must unbutton it and button it again properly, 
as it was always buttoned before".
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CONTROVERSY ANENT TITO BETWEEN 
SERBIAN AND CROATIAN PRESS

BY
EMERY PROKOPY

The formation of the Broz-Tito Government and the so- 
called "Committee of Liberation” and the publication 
—  accompanied with such a display of self-importance 

—  of the programme of government and State-organization 
drafted by that Committee, was followed by the opening of 
a heated controversy between the Serbian and Croatian Press 
respectively as to whether the partisan movement owes its 
origin to Serbian or Croatian initiative? In view of the fact 
that the leader of the partisan insurgents is a man of 
Croatian origin —  Josip Broz alias Tito — , the Serbian 
papers brand the whole movement as Croatian in character 
and as being directed expressly against the Serbian people. 
The Croatian Press, on the other hand, asserts and strives 
to prove that the partisans engaged in a campaign of savage 
depredation, destruction and murder in Croatia are in the 
service of the Pan-Serbian idea —  as may be seen from 
the very circumstance that so far their work of depredation 
and destruction has been confined almost exclusively to 
Croatian territory.

Peculiar interest attaches to the article dealing with the 
"Yugoslav Constitution” outlined in the partisan manifesto 
published in the Belgrade daily “Srpski Narod” (Serbian 
People). According to this article the "partisan federal 
State” has been divided into seven State-formations (fede
rated States). The territories inhabited mainly by Serbians 
are divided into five republics, while the Croatian and 
Slovene territories are to retain their character as such, 
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constituting, together with the Serbian formations, the 
Federal State of Yugoslavia.

The Croatian view of the matter is explained inter alia 
by the Croatian paper „Nova Hrvatska" (New Croatia). 
According to this paper the partisan leaders propose to 
establish within the territory of the Yugoslavia of former 
days a federal Yugoslav State pieced together patchwork- 
wise out of the following seven State-formations (federated 
States): — 1. Serbia; 2. Croatia; 3. Slovenia; 4. Bosnia- 
Herzegovina; 5. Montenegro; 6. the Sanjak; 7. Macedonia. 
According to the Croatian paper this is to all intents and 
purposes nothing more or less than a copy of ths State- 
organization and Constitution of the Soviet. There is no 
truth — it says —  in the assertion made by the “Srpski 
Narod" to the effect that in this State-organization the 
Croatian and Slovene territories are to be left intact; for 
the majority of the inhabitants of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
are not Serbians, but Croatians. This Croatian majority, it 
should be noted, is the result of the Mohammedan inhabi
tants having decidedly declared themselves to be Croatians, 
not Serbians .. . According to the Croatian paper the par
tisan Constitution and State-organization only prove that 
the partisan leaders represent the Pan-Serbian idea.

To make this matter in dispute still more complicated, 
in its concluding part the article of the “Srpski Narod" 
made the following statement: —  "The object which Broz- 
Tito and his collaborators have in view, is not so much the 
formation of a Bolshevik State as the ruin and disintegra
tion of the Serbian people” . In controversion of this view 
the Croatian papers have declared that Belgrade denies the 
partisan movement even its communistic character, solely 
and exclusively in order to be able all the more easily to 
insinuate the Croatian origin of that movement and to show 
that the one and only object of the same is to ruin the 
Serbians.
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In reply to the assertions of the Serbian paper the 
Croatian Press has declared, further, that the “Srpski 
Narod” must be well aware that 70% of the officers of the 
partisan troops are Serbians, whom no one can possibly 
accuse of aiming at the destruction of the Serbian people. 
And, in conclusion, the “Nova Hrvatska" declared that the 
Croatian® would continue to fight to the bitter end against 
Tito and his associates, even in the event of their abandon
ing their communistic character; for their movement is 
directed expressly against the very existence of the Croa
tian people.

In one of its January issues the “Hrvatska Narod’’ —  

on the basis of reports in the Belgrade Press — established 
that the partisan bands committing depredations in Croa
tian territory received their instructions from Belgrade . . . 
The Serbian Press, in order to be able to brand the action 
of the communistic bands as an attempt directed against 
the Serbian people, has given a list of the names of all the 
communistic partisans originating from Croatia who are 
operating in Belgrade or elsewhere in Serbian territory. In 
reply the Croatian papers have declared that they have no 
knowledge of a single case of partisans having gone to Serbia 
from Croatia to carry on their work of senseless destruc
tion and mass-murder.

The Croatian Press in its turn has unanimously estab
lished that the “renegade" Croatians are persons who, 
having fled to Belgrade and been lured there into the toils 
of the Communists, have lost or sold their Croatian national 
feelings.

As for the Yugoslavia to be resuscitated as conceived 
and planned by the Cairo Yugoslav refugee Government or 
the Broz-Tito Government, the Croatians have not the 
slightest wish to see a revival of that State-formation in 
which, during the twenty-two years and a half of its 
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existence, 400 generals and 300 Ministers were kept out of 
th® taxes paid by all the territories comprised in that State, 
though only 3 of the generals and 20 of the Ministers were 
of Croatian origin (the responsibility for these figures 
naturally rests with the Croatian Press. Ed.).

The only fact to be established from all these diame
trically contradictory press statements is the —  apparently 
still irreconcilable —  antagonism between Serbs and Croats, 
which, as we have seen, is in evidence unabated also in 
respect of the interpretation of the partisan movement and 
of its aims.

By the way, it may be noted that, according to an 
official Croatian report, in the first half of January the 
partisans were subjected to a disagreeable surprise when 
German and Croatian troops occupied the headquarters of 
Tito and his followers (the town of Jajce), where two 
months before they had formed the “national Government” 
and the "committee of liberation".



P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C
HUNGARY'S ATTITUDE IN QUESTION OF CENTRAL 

EUROPEAN FRONTIERS
The “Son Posta”, a paper appearing in Constantinople, 

deals exhaustively with Hungary's attitude in the question of 
the Central European frontiers. The paper stresses that the 
territories re-occupied by Hungary during the course of the 
present all without exception for a thousand years formed 
integral parts of the Hungarian Kingdom. The writer of the 
article in question also points out that Hungary has re-occupied 
only the smaller part of the areas belonging to her thousand- 
year-old State territory which were detached from her after the 
first Great War. The larger half of the territory of Transylvania, 
for instance, still belongs to Rumania. The areas recovered from 
Yugoslavia also represent a part of the territory belonging 
from time immemorial to the Hungarian State which were 
detached on the same occasion. The writer of the article 
establishes the fact that the necessity of a revision or re-adjust- 
ment of the Hungarian frontiers has been admitted in London 
too. In conclusion the “Son Posta" notes that in connection 
with the problem of the frontiers only a relative importance 
attaches to the question of right; for that problem will in any 
case be settled in favour of the stronger, not in favour of the 
Party whose right is incontestable.

JULIUS KORNIS, PRESIDENT OF KISFALUDY LITERARY 
SOCIETY, SPEAKS OF ROLE PLAYED BY SMALL NATIONS 

IN SERVICE OF WORLD-CULTURE
At a meeting of the Kisfaludy Literary Society, Julius Komis, 

the President, formerly Speaker of the Hungarian House of 
Deputies, delivered an interesting address on the connection 
between national spirit and world-culture.

"Every culture” — he said — "is in its essence a national 
culture. World-culture, the basic substance of which is the 
community of life of humanity, is merely a pale abstraction pieced 
together out of the common elements of the several national 
cultures. The only true, real community of life and values — 
which is at the same time a collective historical factor — is 
the nation, which is not something constructed by reason, but 
is based upon a community of tradition, feeling and valuation 
(i. e. upon historical foundations), for which very reason it does
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not originate primarily from rational factors. The spirit of mo
dern culture traces its origin to the free urban republics. From 
the seventeenth century onwards the great French and 
British nations were undoubtedly responsible for most scientific 
discoveries.

“It is only natural that numerically superior nations should 
produce more research students than the small nations; but that 
the intellectual energy of small nations may qualitatively too 
rise above that of the big nations, is proved strikingly for all time 
by the example of the Greece of the ancient world. Though it 
proved able to conquer physically the small Greek nation, the 
great Roman nation nevertheless eventually bowed in homage 
before the intellectual greatness and achievements of the Com- 
quered ("Graecia capta ferum victorem cepit” ). The small nations 
have played and still play a fundamental role in the development 
of culture. Illustrations of this fact are the Old Testament of 
the Hebrews, the Homeric epics and the Attic drama, art, phi
losophy and science of the Greeks and the art of the small States 
of the Italian Renaissance. In respect of political thought, 
patriotism and the spirit of self-sacrifice the small States of 
Sparta, Athens, Florence, Switzerland etc. nowise yield the palm 
to any of the great nations. When a small nation is wedged in 
between mighty States, it employs its neutrality for the purpose 
of counteracting the rivalry of those States and to neutralize their 
endeavours to achieve hegemony. The small nations are the most 
ardent advocates of the idea of international courts of arbitr
ation which has for its object the stabilization of peace.

"Seeing that big nations only have the power to 
intervene in world-politics and to test and enforce their will 
in international relations, it is only natural that the expansive 
aspirations incidental to the possession of power should make 
those nations endeavour to force culture too to serve their one
sided objects. The intoxication of power and greatness completely 
distorts the judgment of values of the big nations and leads to 
a denial of the right to existence and of the value of the small 
nations. Political power and egotism obtrude themselves without 
warrant as criteria of the meaning of culture; and the small 
nations are menaced with absorption by the Moloch of the im
perialistic ambition of great empires.

"This new political deity resembles the Canaanite idol-god 
of old which demanded the sacrifice of human beings; the image 
was hollow within and had the head of a calf, while the other 
members of its body resembled those of a man. But it we permit 
the absorption of the small nations and their cultures in a nation 
possessing a “big space” , the consequent colourlessness and 
insipidity of world-culture will be accompanied by a correspon
ding impoverishment and monotony of the life of humanity in 
general. However, the very consciousness of the danger threat
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ening them will make the small nations all the more determined 
to jealously preserve the characteristic form of their own national 
spirit and culture and to endeavour effectually to develop their 
peculiar values, while as a consequence of the competition they 
have to face there will be an enhancement of the dynamics of 
their inner intellectual life.

"At the same time the colossal culture of the over-organized 
nations will become coarse and insipid and will be deprived 
of fine nuances, degenerating into mere technical means of 
augmenting power. The ideal of those nations will become 
focussed exclusively on power, which will gradually absorb all 
higher and finer culture and will in international intellectual 
intercourse too enforce the exclusivity of the principle of com
mand and obedience.”

CONSTRUCTIVE WORK IN TRANSYLVANIA
At a recent meeting the Hdromszek County Economic 

Commission decided to establish a glass-house for the manu
facture of the green bottles required for the marketing of 
Transylvania’s mineral waters. The manufactory is to be built 
at Sepsibiikszad, the centre of the mineral-water district; and 
the fuel required for its operations will be obtained by the 
gasification of the brown coal produced in the neighbouring 
colliery at Kopec. The glass-house will manufacture 10.000 one- 
litre green bottles a day for the use of the mineral-water plants; 
and it will manufacture for the trade altogether some 4.5 tons 
of green glass. It will manufacture, inter alia, demi-johns and 
— for the use of our chemical industry — balloons of a capacity 
of 25—50 litres. The demi-johns will be enclosed in wicker
work (made of willow or birch bast) by Szekler craftsmen, that 
providing many Szekler families with a living. The share capital 
of the undertaking was fixed at 1.000.000 pengo, to be raised 
by the issue of 2000 shares of the nominal value of 500 pengo 
each. The persons present at the meeting immediately subscribed
350.000 towards the share capital. The work of building the 
manufactory is to be begun during the current year; and the 
glass-house is to begin operations not later than September 1st. 
next. —

Of paramount importance to the economic life of “Szekler- 
land” is the manufacturing establishment of the Szarhegy Flax 
Manufacturing Co-operative Society. The installation of the 
machinery is in process of completion; and the new establish
ment for the manufacture of textiles will shortly begin opera
tions. The establishment will have at its disposal already in 
the current year more than 700 truckloads of raw material; for 
last year 700 Szekler smallholders grew flax for the factory 
on an area of 400 cadastral yokes, the yield being 50 truckloads.
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while this year 1100 yokes are under cultivation with that plant, 
the probable yield being estimated at 150 truckloads. Special 
mention is due to the specific object for which the factory has 
been established, — to supply uniform twist or yarn to the 
cottage industry of Szeklerland, which will then be able to 
market a higher quality of homespuns. The share capital of the 
Szarhegy Flax Manufacturing Co-operative Society — 500.000 
peng6 — is in the near future to be raised by 25%>; and it is 
proposed that in a few years the whole share capital shall be 
taken over by the farmers engaged in the production of the 
raw material.

Under the title “Almas Valley Colliery Co. Ltd.” a new 
colliery undertaking was recently established, with headquarters 
at Kolozsvar. The Company possesses shafts in the Hidalmas 
Hundred, at Almasszentmihaly, Almasszentmaria, Almas dal, 
Magyarzsombor, Milvany and Topaszentkiraly. So far altogether 
14 shafts have been opened. At present the shafts have a 
capacity of 4 truckloads a day; in the autumn it is hoped to 
increase that capacity to 16 truckloads. The share-capital of the 
new undertaking is 250.000 peng6; it has already been subscribed 
and fully paid up. Besides exploring for coal, opening up shafts, 
producing coal and taking part in mining industry generally, 
the new colliery undertaking proposes also to engage in the 
industrial manufacture of coal and is planning to establish an 
extensive plant for the purpose which is to employ a consi
derable number of Hungarian workers.

Quite recently decisions of great importance were taken 
for the purpose of the electrification of the environs of Banffy- 
hunyad. At the conference held to discuss the matter it was 
decided that the environs of Banffyhunyad — viz. the villages 
of Korosfo, Sarvar, Kalotanadas and Jegenye — should be 
connected with the long-distance cable of the town of B&nffy- 
hunyad. This measure is of particular importance to the village 
of K6rosf6, the popular tourist resort and centre of peasant 
art. The electrification will contribute in no small measure to 
facilitate the subsistence of the inhabitants of Korosfo. That 
village is today one of the most important centres of cottage 
industry, its products including, not only embroidery, but also 
fancy wood articles. In the future the machinery of the wood 
industry workshops will be driven by electricity and the good 
folk of Korosf6 will be able to work more profitably — a 
result of which there is the greatest need, seeing that the narrow 
confines of the village only provide the people with a very 
scanty supply of food. The Ministry for Industry has guaranteed 
the undertaking a State subsidy of 100.000 pengo. In addition, 
the Ministry for Home Affairs has ensured a loan of 50.000 
pengfi on very favourable terms, while the villages interested 
in the transaction are to receive a loan not bearing interest
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repayable over a period of ten years. The latter loan is to 
be distributed among the villages concerned as follows: :—
Korosfo, 17.500; Sarvar, 7000; Kalotanadas, 12.500; Jegenye,
13.000 pengo.

It is worth noting that the number of persons living at 
Kalotanadas is 900, of whom only 100 are Magyars, the rest 
being of Rumanian nationality. We see, then, that this village 
with a Rumanian majority of almost 90"In is in the near future 
to receive the benefit of the use of electric lighting on the same 
terms as the purely Magyar village of Korosfo.

After the return of the Transylvanian Capital to the 
mother-country the Hungarian authorities found the public 
utility undertakings of Kolozsvar in a shocking condition. 
Particularly deplorable was the condition of the slaughter-house. 
It was sadly in need of up-to-date equipment, practically all 
the installations having been taken over by the Hungarian 
authorities in an utterly unserviceable condition. Already in the 
summer of 1941 the municipal authorities decided to modernize 
and extend the slaughter-house. Since then the work of re
construction has been uninterruptedly in progress. Though the 
building operations are being delayed by the difficulties attend
ing the procural of raw material, the new slaughter-house will 
nevertheless be ready before long; and it will be one of the 
most up-to-date and most extensive establishments of the kind 
in the country. New slaughtering rooms are being built, as 
well as a new enginehouse. A new cold storage plant is being 
built too provided with up-to-date installations. The new cold 
storage plant may be used for the storage, not only of the 
carcases of slaughtered animals, but also of other perishable 
articles of food. A characteristic fact worth mentioning is that 
the capacity of the new cold storage plant will make possible 
the preservation of roughly 100 truckloads of food. There can 
be no doubt that after the war the Kolozsvar slaughter-house 
will play an important role in Hungary's meat export trade; 
for that reason a narrow-gauge industrial railway is to be built 
crossing the whole site on which the new slaughter-house stands 
for the purpose of accelerating the work of transport. A new 
building is being erected also to serve as the headquarters of 
the administration; it is in this building that the laboratory will 
be situated: and it is there that the annual courses in meat 
examination will be arranged. The total cost of the extension 
and modernization of the slaughter-house will amount to roughly
2.500.000 pengo.

During recent weeks there has been an increase in the 
activity of the Cultural Association of the Magyars of Transyl
vania (EMKE). In almost all the Transylvanian counties vigorous 
work is in progress, the main object being to enlist the co
operation of as large a proportion of the population as pos
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sible. In Szilagy County, as a consequence of the indefatigable 
efforts of the EMKE, 100 new branches of the Association are 
in formation. In Marostorda County it has been decided to 
open 30 new branches in addition to the considerable number 
already in existence. It is in Szeklerland that the work of the 
EMKE is making most rapid progress. In Csik County, during 
the course of the last few months, branch organizations have 
been set up in 50 villages, 200 performances and lectures having 
been arranged by the leaders of the county organization. We 
would note by way of illustration that during the past few 
months the “Fairy Car” of the EMKE has visited more than 
200 villages. The library action of the EMKE is in full swing 
too. So far 150 libraries have been set up in the various villages, 
each library being provided on an average with 300—350 
volumes.

THE UNITY OF THE MAGYARS OF THE BANAT A REALITY
The “Torontdl”, a paper appearing at Nagybecskerek which 

is the only organ of the Magyars of the Banat, recently published 
the New Year manifesto of the leader of the ethnic group of the 
Magyars of the Banat, Francis Jeszenszky, in which the latter 
inter alia makes the following statements:—

"The Hungarian nation too is taking part in the Great War 
now raging, which was provoked by our enemies. The Magyars 
of the Banat too are taking part in the struggle, not with rifle 
or cannon, but with plough-share and hammer. In order to be 
able to perform its important task as thoroughly as possibile, the 
Magyar people of the Banat established the great organization 
known as the Cultural Association of the Magyars of the BanaL 
Today the unity of the Magyars of the Banat is no longer a prob
lem, but a manifest and palpable reality. National unity and natio
nal consciousness means the union of all the Magyars of the Banat 
striving self-consciously to achieve their aims, vindicate their 
rights and defend their race and their language. Possibilities of 
progress and an increase of power are now opening before us 
such as it would have been a mere Utopia even to speak of three 
years ago. It will soon be three years since the Association began 
to organize in its present form; and this short period figures 
already as the most successful and most fertile era in the history 
of the Magyars of the Banat. Today, in view of the eloquent 
testimony of the results achieved, there can be no question as to 
whether the Association has fulfilled the object for which it was 
established.

“The number of our branches is 101. This means that we 
have visited and linked up with our organizaton even the most 
remote of the scattered Magyar settlements and enclaves and 
have made them members of the great Magyar family known as
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the Cultural Association of the Magyars of the Banat. Our 
Association is collecting accurate statistics; and the data thus 
obtained show that the number of its members is already 125,000” .

The leader of the ethnic group noted that recently a public 
welfare fund had been established for the purpose of assisting 
Magyars of small means to found an independent existence. It 
will be 5—6 years before the results achieved by the public 
welfare fund reveal themselves in a palpable manner.

JOHN ESTERHAZY'S SPEECH DURING DEBATE 
ON ESTIMATES IN SLOVAK PARLIAMENT

On December 22nd., 1943, during the debate on the
Estimates in the Slovak Parliament, John Esterhazy, leader of 
the Magyars of Slovakia, made a long speech, from which we 
quote the following more important passages: —

“The object I have in view when speaking on the present 
occasion is to explain the attitude adopted by me on behalf of 
the Magyar minority living in this country in the presence of 
the Deputies. From the very first moment of the establishment 
of the Slovak State the Magyars living here have, by their 
attitude and by their every action, proved unequivocally that 
they have full confidence in and entertain friendly feelings to
wards the Slovak nation and its leaders. I too, in my capacity 
as leader of the Magyars living in this country, have shown 
my readiness to display the same confidence, having on all 
occasions when I had the opportunity to speak on behalf of and 
in the name of the Magyars, made statements betraying a 
positive trend. Today, in speaking on the budgetary Estimates, 
I have to inform the House that the Magyars of Slovakia fully 
realize the grave character of the situation brought into being 
by the war and, seeing that they are fully aware of the gravity 
of that situation and do not know to what extent that gravity 
will be enhanced in the future or when the situation may become 
absolutely disastrous, have authorized me to approve and vote 
the present Estimates."

Esterhazy then continued as follows: — “My innate
objectivity impels me at the same time to establish that — thank 
Heaven! — the endeavours of the economic ministers have so 
far not been fruitless. The economic situation here in Slovakia 
is in many respects certainly far from encouraging; but we all 
know that it is the exceptional situation brought into being by 
the war that renders it impossible for the economic ministers 
to create economic conditions such as they would like and 
would be able to create, if they were living in a time of 
peace. . .  And in this connection I would beg to note that, 
just as we feel confidence in the economic ministers, because 
we see that they are striving under arduous conditions to direct
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the economic affairs of the country — as far as that is feasible 
— to the general satisfaction of the population, we are not in 
a position to express confidence in the political ministers serving 
in the present Government. I know — and I fully realize — 
the stormy character of the time in which we are now living. 
The best proof of this is that for more than a year I have 
refrained from speaking in Parliament, having considered it 
inopportune under the given circumstances to submit our grie
vances and our complaints to the House. I chose in preference 
the course of endeavouring to obtain a settlement of our 
complaints through the medium of the administration, — quietly 
and unobtrusively, altogether avoiding publicity —, desiring 
thereby too to document our political maturity and the attitude 
adopted by us of refraining in days of such fateful significance 
from taking any step calculated to alienate those who differ in 
language from one another. .. Unfortunately I have been 
disappointed. My silence and the fact that I refrained from 
submitting our complaints to Parliament, has apparently been 
mistaken for a sign of weakness; and as a result the chicanery, 
instead of being put an end to, has unfortunately increased in 
virulence daily. In particular the attitude of the USS ("Ustradna 
Slusba Bespecsnosti”, or Central Security Service) operating 
within the sphere of jurisdiction and subject to the control of 
the Minister for Home Affairs proves that the gentlemen func
tioning within that organization who are responsible for the 
taking of certain measures, are quite incapable of appreciating 
the gravity of the present time. The reckless irresponsibility with 
which this organization decides in the matter of the very existence 
of certain persons, is almost inconceivable. I could, if I so desired, 
adduce a veritable legion of anomalies for which the USS. and 
the Department of Home Affairs are responsible. That I refrain 
from doing so, is because I hope that the Minister for Home 
Affairs will understand and appreciate the intention actuating 
me when I refrain from delivering phillipics and from desiring 
to see in the columns of the Press, introduced by sensational 
headlines, exhaustive accounts revealing our legitimate comp
laints, preferring instead by means of what is to all intents and 
purposes a silent protest against this procedure to endeavour 
to prevail upon the Minister for Home Affairs to take the matter 
to heart and see that there is an end to this chicanery and these 
anomalies so deeply offensive to the Magyars. I hope and trust 
that such will be the case; for I should sincerely and profoundly 
regret being compelled as a consequence of the shattering of 
our hopes to lay before the House, without any attempt to beat 
about the bush, the full story of our grievances . . .  I have always 
displayed positive confidence in the Slovak nation, — a fact of 
which I believe the Prime Minister and the Minister for Home 
Affairs have evidence galore. But I cannot express confidence
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in the political attitude of the Prime Minister and the Minister 
for Home Affairs, until they have redressed fully and without 
reserve all the grievances suffered by the Magyars which I have 
so often brought to their notice and which they are fully familiar 
with.”

SERBIAN AND CROATIAN OFFICIAL CIRCLES 
ON THE PARTISANS

We cite below a few statements made by responsible 
statesmen in illustration of the views of competent Serbian and 
Croatian factors respecting the formation of the Broz-Tito 
Government and the destructive activity of the partisan bands 
and of the attitude of absolute repudiation adopted by those 
factors towards the disruptive actions undertaken by Tito and 
his associates.

The most important of such statements made by Serbians 
is undoubtedly the manifesto broadcast on December 23rd. last 
by General Milan Neditch, Serbian Prime Minister and Minister 
for Home Affairs, from which we quote the following more 
interesting passages: —

“Fresh machinations of a vilely base character threaten us. 
During the past two years and a half” — declared Neditch. —  
"we have seen the process repeated times without number"; 
then the Premier spoke in terms of violent denunciation of the 
British and the Bolsheviks, who are in his opinion the greatest 
enemies of the Serbian people. ”Broz-Tito" — he continued — 
“is an international criminal, a Croatian bent on exterminating 
the Serbians. For the moment he is the darling of London and 
Moscow, which are veritably vying with one another in an 
endeavour to outbid one another in their offers to him, courting 
his favour as they previously courted Drazha Mihaylovitch. 
Formerly they showed their preference for Mihaylovitch, the 
leader of the Chetniks, by making him brigadier, then a full 
general, appointing him army commander and War Minister; 
and now Tito-Broz has received the titles and character of 
marshal, commander-in-chief and Prime Minister.

“Great Britain is not satisfied with the blood already shed 
by Serbia; for her object is the complete annihilation of the 
Serbian people (?). In March, 1941, we were cajoled and 
plunged into war. We were promised mountains of gold; but 
we were left to our own resources and were compelled to fight 
unaided against the German army. We lost our liberty and our 
king; while, in June, 1941, the partisans, encouraged and incited 
by Moscow and London, began their bloody work of "libera
tion”. Six months later, in 1942, our enemies invented the slogan 
of a ‘‘Yugoslav army fighting in the fatherland” , appointing 
Colonel Drazha Mihaylovitch commander-in-chief of that army
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and thereby plunging Serbia into the horrors of civil war. They 
promised Mihaylovitch that they would land in the Balkans; 
but so far we have not seen any signs of them. What happened 
as a result was the devastation of the Macva and Zadar 
districts, the burning of Gornji Milanovatz, the horrible carnage 
at Kragujevatz and Kraljevats and destruction everywhere. 
Mihaylovitch, left to his own resources, had to flee to Monte
negro with the remnants of his troops. In 1943 Mihaylovitch 
was still the darling of London, — the result being a thinning 
of the ranks of the Serbians living in Montenegro, Bosnia, Her
zegovina and Dalmatia. Mihaylovitch was then compelled to 
flee from Montenegro to Serbia. What happened next, was that 
London and Moscow, taking advantage of the lack of informa
tion and the credulity of Mihaylovitch, gave their support to 
the movement initiated by Tito, which was directed mainly 
against the Serbians in Croatia. When there was no longer 
anything to expect from Mihaylovitch, London and Moscow 
simply liquidated him and left him in the lurch. The British 
were better pleased with Tito, the rising, than with Mihaylovitch, 
the setting sun. Tito now turned to distributing land and riches, 
appointing a Government and ministers and decreeing a Constitu
tion in which he makes no mention either of the king or of 
the monarchy. Today he is the omnipotent ruler; though for
merly London promised the throne and the monarchy to King 
Peter. And now Tito-Broz proposes to hold a plebiscite to 
decide whether the monarchy may be allowed to survive, or 
whether there shall be a republic, — possibly with Tito as 
President? This ominous policy pursued by Great Britain 
between 1941 and the end of 1943 had cost the lives of a 
million Serbians".

Premier Neditch then proceeded to reply to a speech made 
recently by Cordell Hull, Secretary of State (foreign Minister) 
in the U. S. A. Government, in which that statesman had called 
upon the Serbian people to support Tito-Broz, Mosa Prijada 
and their associates. “Hull, however, lives on the farther side 
of the Atlantic Ocean” — said Premier Neditch — “and has 
no knowledge of our conditions. He should note that the Ser
bian people will never bow in obeisance to the Croatian Broz. 
Bolshevism has nothing in common with the Serbian soul or 
Serbian culture; and the Serbian people has no desire to sink to the 
depths of savagery and carnage. It is determined to be master 
in its own country; in its eyes Serbia is a hallowed treasure: 
and for that reason it will fight — if necessary — to the last 
man against Tito, the Communist adventurer, and his blood
thirsty associates to defend family, home and its ancestral 
faith/'

“The Serbian people is quite unable to understand how 
the Anglo-Saxons could make an alliance with the Bolsheviks.
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Yet that is what has happened; and they (the Anglo-Saxons) 
are now sacrificing States and peoples in compliance with the 
wishes of Moscow. We Serbians, however, are not prepared to 
accept the rule of Tito-Broz and repudiate the Constitution 
elaborated by him after the Soviet model in compliance with 
the instructions of Moscow. That is why I once more call upon 
you, my Serbian brethren, to take up arms against Tito and 
Bolshevism. If you do so, we shall overthrow the Communist 
Satan; for God and justice are on our side” (Serbian Papers 
and "Delvideki Magyarsag”, December 24th., 1943.).

A manifesto of a similar tenor was broadcast to the Ser
bian people by Premier Neditch on the Christmas Eve of the 
Orthodox (Greek Oriental) Church (January 6th.); the only 
point of importance in which this latter broadcast differed 
from the previous one being that the number of Serbians who 
had so far lost their lives as a consequence of the war and 
the ravages of the partisan bands was estimated by the Premier 
at 1,500.000.

In this connection special mention must be made also of 
the speech made at Jagodina early in January by Radoslav 
Veselinovitz, Minister for Agriculture, in which that politician 
most vehemently denounced Tito and his partisans as having 
wrought terrible havoc in the ranks of the Serbian people. In 
illustration of his indictment the Minister cited the case of the 
ten districts re-annexed to Serbia during the mopping-up opera
tions, in which the partisans had murdered 225.000 Serbians. 
"It was our "Allies”, the British” , — said Veselinovitz — 
"that made this horrible massacre possible; and it was the 
British that raised Tito-Broz to the rank of Marshal of Yugo
slavia — that Tito-Broz who has presumed to appoint a 
Government and to convene a so-called Parliament, Tito and 
his hordes have murdered more than a million persons; and 
now London and Moscow have called upon the Serbian people 
to ally itself with Tito, or rather to subject itself to the supreme 
authority of a man of non-Serbian origin — that Tito who has 
assumed the role of the Jack Ketch of the Serbian people. Our 
answer is that the Serbian people will never do so."

Of the statements on the subject made recently by com
petent Croatian politicians we would refer only to those made 
by Mladen Lorkovic, Minister for Home Affairs, citing the 
more interesting passages of the speech made by him on 
January 14th. in the chamber of the Croatian Sabor.

In the opinion of Lorkovic, one of the leaders of the 
Ushtasha movement, three factors were primarily responsible 
for the organization of the bands committing excesses in 
Croatia: — 1. the Serbians, represented by the Chetnik leader, 
Mihaylovitch, in his capacity as delegate of the Cairo Yugoslav 
refugee Government; 2. the Bolshevik partisans acting as the
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representatives and willing henchmen of Soviet-Bolshevism; 3. 
the activity of the Italian army in Croatia, which maintained a 
contact with the insurgents.

The partisans operating in Croatia are mainly Montenegrins 
and Serbians. In 1941 90*/» of the members of the partisan hordes 
in Croatia were Serbians, only 9®/# being Croatians; last year 
the Serbians represented a quota of 75—80*/o and the Croatians 
a quota of 15—20*/# of the total number of partisans. Lorkovic 
most indignantly repudiated the insinuation that the Croatian 
people sympathizes with the partisans and professes commu
nistic principles. In the course of his speech the Minister noted 
also that the manifesto addressed to the partisans by the Head 
of the State, Pavelic, after the liberation of the Dalmatian coast, 
had awaked a powerful echo through-out the whole of Croatia. 
Many thousands of bandits who had been duped into joining 
the movement had already returned to their homes. The Minister 
announced that the most ruthless proceedings would be taken 
against the traitors lurking in the Hinterland who were co
operating with the partisans. They would be exterminated in 
the same way as the blood-suckers of the black market!

Neither Lorkovic nor any other official factor has so far 
made any statement respecting the measure of the devastation 
wrought by the partisans in the territory of the Croatian 
State or respecting the number of persons murdered.

THE “SVENSKA PRESSEN” ON RUMANIA’S SITUATION 
AND PROSPECTS

The “Svenska Pressen” has published a long article on the 
subject of Rumania’s present situation and her future prospects. 
The paper reminds its readers that a year ago the Rumanian army 
and Rumanian public opinion had a most serious blow inflicted on 
it at Stalingrad. Shortly afterwards it was rumoured that the 
Rumanians had been throwing out feelers in Ankara as to the 
prospect of a separate peace; while for some time past certain 
symptoms have been in evidence suggesting that Michael
Antonescu is endeavouring to get his country out of the war. 
With regard to the personality of the Rumanian Deputy- 
Premier the writer of the article observes that he has very 
frequently changed his political views, having at very short 
intervals been a Liberal and then actually a member of the Iron 
Guard. The leading men left over from the days of King Char
les have finally and definitively lost all credit with all
classes of the population. Practically all these men were impli
cated in the scandals originating from the corruption of almost 
incredible dimensions rife in Rumania during the reign of
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Charles. Another phenomenon without a parallel — says the 
writer of the article — is that the bulk of the former politicians 
still left in the arena, even those belonging to the Liberal Wing, 
have bowed before Antonescu.

There are many who believe that Maniu will eventually 
put himself at the head of the Opposition. But this supposition 
is erroneous. The name of Mania no longer exercises the same 
spell on the masses as it did of old, — primarily because it 
was Maniu that let Charles loose for the second time on the 
Rumanian people, though on the other hand he owes the loss 
of his popularity to his having failed to oppose the policy 
pursued by Rumania today. From the very outset, for instance, 
he approved Rumania's entering the war.

The "Svenska Pressen” thinks it more probable that at 
the psychological moment the Iron Guard previously set aside 
will once more appear on the scene, — this time in the guise 
of Communism. This presumption is based upon the fact that 
at the time of the Iron Guard disturbances it was reported from 
several sources that the Iron Guard received its instructions 
from Moscow. The extremist and underground factors may — 
says the article — prove exceptionally dangerous to Rumania. 
And it might be added that Rumanian policy at present entirely 
lacks the sine qua nons of the advantages accruing from "re
insurance”. For during recent decades Rumanian policy has been 
guided so exclusively by conjunctural considerations and as a 
consequence has oscillated to such a measure between the 
various orientations, that today it is not likely to find any 
counsel for its defence outside the frontiers of Rumania. In 
conclusion the "Svenska Pressen” refers to the Rumanian' 
refugees who are endeavouring to further the cause of their 
country in the other camp. Only, the most eminent personality 
among these refugees is that same ex-King Charles for whom, 
owing to the era of corruption already referred to, there is very 
little sympathy in the country.

PRESENT SITUATION IN MONTENEGRO, WHICH HAS 
NOW REGAINED ITS INDEPENDENCE

In the Paris treaties of peace concluded after the first Great; 
War no provision was made for the future destiny of Montenegro, 
where the Serbian army of occupation confronted public opinion? 
with a fait accompli. As a consequence, the cessation of Serbian 
rule following the collapse of the Yugoslav State led to the 
re-suscitation of the independence and sovereignty of the small
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principality. After the entry into the country of the Axis troops, 
a National Committee was immediately formed at Cettinje to 
take over the direction of the country's affairs. The old Monte
negrin Party once more began to organize under the leadership 
of Dr. Sekula Drljevitch; the Serbians had previously of course 
allowed only absolutely "reliable” political elements a voice in 
the direction of affairs, had branded the endeavours of Drljevitch 
and his associates as “separatistic” , and had striven to force them 
to maintain complete silence. In 1941 the re-constituted National 
Committee entered into co-operation with the Italian troops of 
occupation through the medium of Count Mazzolini, the military 
and civil High Commissioner. Then steps were taken to convene 
the Montenegrin National Assembly, which on July 12th., 1941, 
solemnly proclaimed the independence of the country. Simultane
ously, as in Croatia, all the legal measures introduced by the 
Belgrade Government were declared invalid. Furthermore, in 
answer to the request of the National Assembly, the King of 
Italy appointed a Governor to rule Montenegro, the Assembly 
being of the opinion that for the moment they would be quite 
unable to find in their own ranks a person qualified to assume 
that office.

The patriotic Drljevitch Party watched with continually 
growing uneasiness the headway being made by communistic 
organization, which already in the same month (July) broke out 
into bloody insurrection. Thereupon Mazzolini was replaced in * 
the office of Governor by General Birolli; this new appointment 
proved extremely unfavourable to the national aspirations of the 
Montenegrins, for the general preferred co-operation with the 
Serbians. This policy, however, ended in a fiasco and resulted in 
the removal of Birolli; for it served to promote the cause of the 
insurgents. It was only after the collapse of Italy and the cessation 
of Italian influence that the followers of Karto Popovitch who 
had fought against the Serbian army of occupation already in 
1918 received supplies of arms; they then immediately undertook 
the work of maintaining order.

The consolidation of internal conditions in Montenegro is at 
present in process. As against the conception advocated by the 
Italians, -— the conception, namely, that the direction of the 
affairs of the State should be taken over by the intelligentsia —, 
the leading role has today once more been assumed by the 
peasantry, that section of the community having during the course 
of Montenegrin history been at all times the only factor of real 
account. With regard to the future, in a statement recently 
published by him (in Preface to S. M. Stedimilje’s “Auf dem
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Balkan' , Zagreb, 1943) Sektila Drljevitch has declared that in 
Montenegro there has developed a religious and intellectual life 
diverging from that of the Orthodox Church and that the political 
organization of the country rests on the fundamental principle 
that the State is a tribal community and consists in a co-operation 
of the tribes (or clans). Neither of the neighbouring countries is 
capable of accommodating itself to this atmosphere; and as a 
consequence Montenegro is unable to join any community of 
Stales.

The Montenegrin question has recently been discussed also 
by the Belgrade papers. Their opinion is that the former Govern
ment committed the mistake of deliberately — and excessively — 
suppressing the importance of the Montenegrin problem; yet, the 
decision respecting the destiny of that country must rest ex
clusively with the people living in that country. Serbian public 
opinion displays considerable interest in future developments and 
hopes that all national factors alike will be able to assert them
selves in the “land of Black Mountains” ; the Serbian people desire® 
the development of good-neighbourly relations with these factors, 
it being of the opinion that the future of Montenegro cannot b e 
decided except in connection with the adjustment of the Serbian 
question.
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CROATIA
YUGOSLAV MERCHANT FLEET — CROATIAN SHIPPING

After the collapse of Yugoslavia, in terms of the Croatian- 
Italian convention the former Yugoslav navy was taken over by 
the Italians, A part of the merchant fleet was allotted to Croatia, 
— chiefly boats of small tonnage. According to the 1938 Report, 
Yugoslavia possessed altogether 939 merchant ships representing 
a total gross tonnage of 416,625 (register tons.). 262 of these 
ships were motor-vessels with an aggregate capacity of 405,661 
register tons (gross tonnage), the 667 sailing vessels representing 
an aggregate capacity of 12,968 register tons (gross tonnage). 
Between 1929 and 1938 the Yugoslav merchant fleet showed an 
increase in capacity of 100,000 register tons (gross tonnage); while 
the volume of its trade turn-over was 39,737,395 tons a year. The 
quota of this tonnage representing inland trade was 28,524,848 
tons —- i. e. 72% of the total volume of goods carried. 74.3% of 
the total inland goods traffic was negotiated by the Yugoslav 
merchant fleet. The Yugoslav ships were owned by three big 
shipping undertakings, — the “Jadranska Plovid", the “Dubro- 
vacska Plovid” and the ‘‘Jugoslavenski Lloyd” . The two former 
undertakings were engaged in carrying on inland trade, the third 
primarily in trade with foreign countries.

The boats allotted to Croatia out of this merchant fleet 
consisted solely of vessels of less than 300 tons capacity. At 
present the Croatians possess 345 smaller merchant vessels 
representing a total gross capacity of 13,453 register tons, — i. e. 
3.2% of the capacity of the former Yugoslav merchant fleet. This 
capacity is insufficient to cope with the needs of even the coast 
towns. Seeing that the greater part of the Dalmatian sea-coast 
depends for its living on fishing, not being in a position under 
any circumstances to find other means of earning a living, the 
great importance and significance attaching to the possession of 
a merchant fleet is self-evident. And the Croatian Government 
is planning to make up for the shortage without delay. In view 
of the fact that the fuel required by the motor-vessels has to 
be brought from the interior of the country (the bulk of 
that material having to be procured from abroad), while the 
question of the provision of supplementary supplies is in 
consequence of the conditions at present controlling freight traffic 
in Croatia exceptionally difficult and the building of sailing
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vessels is a far less costly matter, the authorities have decided 
for the present to build sailing boats.

HUNGARY
THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF HUNGARIAN COMMERCE
M. Francis Zsindely, Minister for Commerce and Com

munications, has announced the completion of the transition 
period economic plan, which provides considerable opportunities 
of work in the communications branch. The work to be done in 
the road construction branch includes the maintenance of the 
network of roads in an unexceptionable condition, the building 
of modem roads and the subsidizing of the work of building local 
roads connecting with the main highways. This year (1944) 
provision will have to be made for the administration of a net
work of State highways of a total length of 8837 kilometres. A 
task of paramount importance will be the prevention by systematic 
repair of the deterioration of the roads. Due measures 
have already been taken to eliminate the shortage of materials 
and labour in evidence in connection with the work of maintaining 
the highways, as also to ensure the roads being kept open in the 
event of a snowfall.

In 1944 probably new roads of a total lemgth of 82.4 kilo
metres will be constructed. The county authorities have provided 
for the maintenance in good repair of public roads of a total 
length of 38,000 kilometres and for the building of public roads 
of a total length of roughly 800 kilometres. In 1944 probably 
local roads connecting with the public highways of a total length 
of 120 kilometres will be built, connecting 25 villages with the 
network of State highways. The total length of local connecting 
roads will increase to 4635 kilometres and the number of villages 
linked up with the main highroads to 1520.

Speaking of the work of bridge-building, the Minister noted 
that the work of laying the foundations of the bridge over the 
Danube at 6-Buda would probably be completed during the 
current year. Work was also in progress for the construction oi 
the bridge over the Raba at Rabahidveg, on the main road from 
Szekesfehervar to Graz, and of the bridge over the Tarac at Bedo- 
haza, on the main road from Beregszasz to Korosmezo. Two 
bridges were being built on the road connecting Bekescsaba and 
Gyula, besides a new bridge on the main highway from Budapest 
to Kolozsvar, in the vicinity of Nagyvarad, and a ferro-concrete 
bridge on the road connecting Nagyvarad and Nagyszalonta. The 
construction of several other bridges was contemplated.

The development of motor vehicle traffic had been conside
rably hampered by the exceptional conditions prevailing at pre
sent. There was a noteworthy shortage of operating materials and
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rubber. The principal endeavour of the authorities was to ensure 
the satisfaction of the requirements of the army, of public supply 
and of public communications. Hungarian river navigation last 
year was kept employed to full capacity by the riparian countries. 
Sea navigation has been suspended during the war; but the 
Danube Sea Navigation Co. Ltd is continuing its ship-building 
programme. The national free port is one of the outstanding 
factors of Hungarian economic life. The restrictions in force 
have recently reduced the turn-over of the port too; but that is 
only a transitional phenomenon. In view of the tasks awaiting 
Hungarian economic life after the war, special care is being 
devoted to the work of preparing the port and its branch 
establishments to cope with those tasks. One of the most im
portant things to be done in the field of tourist traffic is the co
ordination of the work of the tourist traffic organizations. Tourist 
traffic investments have been effected chiefly in Eastern Hungary 
and Transylvania.

The expenditure of the State Railways — inclusive of pen
sions — amounts to 858,500,000, and receipts to 1,073,300,000 
pengo. The amount of 273,200,000 pengo has been foreseen for 
investments. The number of persons on the staff of the State 
Railways has increased to 57,013. Last summer the performance 
of the passenger trains increased to 9100 train kilometres a day, 
The freight charges of the Railways for the conveyance of articles 
of importance from the economic or the social point of view 
have remained unchanged. For the supply of necessaries to the 
employees of the State Railways the sum of 18 million, and for 
the building of dwellings the sum of 3.5 million pengo is available.

The Postal Administration shows a surplus of revenue am- 
outing to 44.9 million pengo. Between 1939 and 1942 the number 
of employees in the service of the Post Office Administration 
increased by 59% and the turn-over by 150%. Next year the 
staff of the Post Office Administration is to be further increased 
— by the engagement of 1100 additional employees. 61.3% of the 
communes and 88% of the population are provided with postal 
organs. Next year it is proposed to link up at least a further 
100 villages with the post office network. The work of extending 
the network of telephone exchanges is in progress; the work of 
constructing the 6-Buda exchange is nearing completion. In 1943 
43 communes were linked up with the telephone service. In Buda
pest there are 97,000 and in the provinces 90,000 telephone lines, 
the increase in the number of lines being 6000. The work of im
proving the conditions governing radio reception are in progress. 
In the re-incorporated districts of Transylvania three relay- 
stations will be in operation to cope with the needs of the 
population, while the existing stations are to be improved and 
made more perfect.
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RUMANIA
ONLY ONE-FOURTH OF RUMANIA’S PETROLEUM 

INDUSTRY IS RUMANIAN PROPERTY EVEN TODAY
By a Decret-lege (Order in Council) just issued the Rumanian 

Government has amended § 269 of the 1942 Mining Act, which 
deals with the fusion of petroleum undertakings. The relevant 
provision in force hitherto stipulated that the amalgamation of 
any undertaking with any other undertaking could be decided 
upon only by a General Meeting at which such decision was taken 
by shareholders representing at least three-quarters of the total 
share capital. In terms of the amended clause such decision will 
in future be vaild also in the event of it being taken by a number 
of shareholders representing only one-half of the total share 
capital; it being indeed provided thereby that the General 
Meeting convened to meet because the first General Meeting did 
not form a quorum, may take such decision irrespective of the: 
number of persons present and of the quota of the shares 
represented by those present.

The object of this measure is to facilitate the " Rumanianiza- 
tion“ of the undertakings which, though expropriated, are still on 
paper the property of foreign investors, by their absorption in 
undertakings with majorities of Rumanian shareholders. The 
amendment of the Act possesses only a formal importance; for 
the petroleum undertakings which are the property of foreign 
investors were expropriated as far back as 1941, and since then 
the whole petroleum industry of Rumania has been operating 
under the direction and the control of the State. According to 
the figures given by the Economic Study and Research Institute 
attached to the Rumanian National Bank, the production of 
petroleum is at present in the hands of 19 undertakings: —
Name of Undertaking Nationality of Quota of Total.

Owners Output [%)
Industria Romana de

Petrol (1. R. D. P.) German-Rumanian-F rench \o%
Petrolul Romanesc Rumanian 10%
Astra Romana British-Dutch-Rumanian 9%
'‘Concordia” Belgian 9%
Prahova Italian 8%
Romano-Americana Rumanian-American 7%
Steaua Romana British-French-Rumanian 6%
U nirea British 6%
Columbia German 5%
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B U D A P E S T .
M U N I C I  P A L  M I N E R A L  
B A T H S  A N D  S P R I N G S
ST. GELLERT MEDICINAL BATHS AND 
HYDROPATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Radio-active thermal springs, A T  C. Firstrate hotel 
with 260 bedrooms. Special prices for full treat
ment. Effervescent swimming-pool. Medical treat
ment. Modern equipment.
Address: Szt. Gellert-ter 1., Budapest, XI. 
Telephone: 268-800.

RUDAS MEDICINAL BATHS AND HYDRO
PATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Thermal pool and radium baths. Modern hydro
pathic establishment. Dietetic catering. Special 
inclusive terms. Indoors swimming-pool.
Address: Dobrentei-ter 9. Budapest.

SZECHENYI MEDICINAL BATHS
Sulphuric thermal water, 76° centigrade, springing 
from a depth of 1238 metres. Psychotherapy 
department with modern equipment.
Address: Varosliget Budapest.

DRINKING CURES
The Hungaria, Attila and Juventus radio
active springs in the Rudas Park. Splendid 
results in cases of kidney, stomach, intestine and 
gall troubles, high blood pressure and premature 
old ag ___!: your doctor!


