
YUGOSLAV” INSURGENTS 
FORM COMMITTEE OF LIBERATION AND 

GOVERNMENT
B Y

IMRE PROKOPY

On December 4th. last, —  i. e. just at the time when the 
official communique relating to the Teheran discussions 
of the leaders of the three Allied Great Powers was 

made public — the “ Free Yugoslav Radio Service” announced 
the undoubtedly sensational item of news that Tito —  the 
supreme leader of the partisans recruited for the most part 
from Communists and the rival of General Drazha Mihay- 
lovitck, War Minister in the refugee Serbian Government 
now functioning in Cairo, who has already been indentified 
as an individual of the name of Josip Broz —  had convened 
the leaders of the insurgent bands operating under his 
supreme command to meet at the town of Jajce in Bosnia, 
where some 120— 140 delegates —  after having first decided 
to form a “ committee of national liberation” and a provision
al Government —  for the purpose of reassuring the three 
Southern Slav peoples (Serbians, Croatians and Slovenes) 
“ united" in the Yugoslavia of former days, designated federa
tion “ on the basis of the equality of all the nations living 
within the territory” as the basis of the new Yugoslav State 
to be established.

As President of the partisan “committee of liberation ’ 
formed to play the part of a national assembly the delegates 
elected Dr. Ivan Ribar, one-time Speaker of the Belgrade 
Skupshtina. By way of symbolizing the federative character 
of the prospective State system the“ Committee of Liberation” 
elected also three vice-presidents —  a Serbian (Mosa Piade, 
a Communist and champion chess-player professing the Je
wish faith formerly figuring as a publicist in Belgrade), a 
Croatian (Ante Augusiinovic, a Zagreb sculptor who is a 
pupil of the world-famed Mestrovic)  and a Slovene ( Josip 
Rus).
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The head of the provisional Government is Broz-Tito 
himself, who in his capacity as newly-appointed “ Marshal' 
is War Minister too. The War Minister's deputies are a 
Croatian journalist of the name of Bozidar Mlagovac, Editor 
of the Slobodni Dom’’ (Free Fatherland) and a Serbian jour
nalist of the name of Vlada Rionikar, former Editor and 
proprietor of the defunct Belgrade daily “Politika” , —  as we 
see, two first-rate military experts!! The post of Commissary 
for Foreign Affairs has been allotted to Josip Smodlaka, who 
for several years represented Yugoslavia as Minister to the 
Vatican and during the first Great War was a Member of 
the London Committee functioning under the leadership of 
Ante Trumbic. Many of the members of the Croatian Ush- 
tasha movement and of the Croatian Peasant Party catego
rically deny that Smodlaka was ever in any way connected 
with the real Croatian national cause. He was always regar
ded by them as the servile henchman of Belgrade. The dir
ection of internal affairs has been entrusted to Vlada Zet- 
zeritch, a Serbian archdeacon of the Greek Oriental (Ortho
dox) Church; while the control of all matters relating to the 
re-construction of the country have been placed in the hands 
of Dr. Rada Pribitchevitch, a Serbian lawyer from Petrinye 
who was formerly a Member of the Skupshtina. The forestry 
and mining department has been entrusted to the care of 
Colonel Suleiman Filipovic, a former Ushtasha officer of 
Bosnian origin professing the Mohammedan faith who not 
long ago, during the Tuzla fighting, went over to the partisans 
at the head of a small group of soldiers. The “Committee" 
has also appointed heads of the departments of Agriculture, 
Social Policy, Public Education, Public Health and Comm
unications —  in all cases alike men who in the Yugoslavia 
of former days never played any role at all.

In one of its broadcasts the Belgrade radio made public 
also the names of 53 members of the “ Yugoslav Committee of 
Liberation” ; these include 24 persons belonging to the edu
cated classes, —  three university professors, a few lawyers, 
priests, publicists, poets and staff-officers. The list includes 
also 4 former deputies belonging to the Croatian Peasant 
Party; while the others have been recruited from the rank 
and file of “viri obscuri". This list is not yet complete; for
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it includes only the lesser half of the members of the Comm
ittee. But it is hardly likely that the others will include any 
persons of distinction whose names are known to the country 
at large.

Any one who objectively surveys and weighs the events 
connected with the so-called “Yugoslav” question will in the 
ligtit of the facts be impelled to establish that the formation 
of this Broz-Tito Government —  this latest of all the many 
artificial growths of the kind —  has made the situation far 
more complicated than ever. For— if we leave out of account 
the independent and sovereign Croatia established on April 
10th., 1941, and the Montenegro and Slovenia now under 
German occupation — there are at present no fewer thau 
three rival Governments each of which claims to be the sole 
representative of the Serbian and Yugoslav "national” interests 
respectively. The Puritch Government which has removed its 
headquarters from London to Cairo was formed at the time 
— to the exclusion of politicians —  by the recruiting of so- 
called “experts” or service men; as a result it suffers from 
the original defect that it does not include representatives 
either of the Croatians or of the Slovenes. In this connection 
the question arises as to whether such a Government may 
claim the character of “ Yugoslav” Government? And in any 
case this Government has so far regarded only the Chetnik 
troops fighting under the command of General Mihaylovitch 
as true champions of the “national cause” , looking upon the 
insurgents under the leadership of Broz-Tito as disturbers of 
public order and dangerous elements of vandal destruction. 
And now —  evidently by the encouragement and with the 
assistance of Moscow —— the Broz-Tito Government has been 
formed as the supreme executive organ of the liberation 
movement. This Government has been dignified with the title 
of “ national” Government; and as such it is regarded as the 
counterpoise of the Cairo Government. How these two rival 
and opposed Governments can be united and reduced to a 
common denominator, is for the moment a moot point. And, 
lastly, there is the exclusively Serbian Government functio
ning in occupied Serbia which is headed by General Neditch 
as Prime Minister, who early in November, in order to re
store and more effectually ensure internal order, took over
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the direction of the Department of Home Affairs and the 
supreme command of the volunteer armed formations — the 
Serbian Guard, the Serbian State and Frontier Guards. 
Whatever the opinion of the Puritch and Broz-Tito Govern
ments respecting the functioning of the Neditch Government 
may be, there is no denying the fact that that Government 
has already achieved notable results in connection with the 
re-construction of the country, with the advance of agri
culture and industry, with the furtherance of co-operative 
organization and with the consolidation of internal order; 
whereas Tito and his fellows have distinguished themselves 
exclusively as the authors of destruction and mass murders. 
According to a report from Cetinje published late in No
vember in the columns of the Belgrade daily, “Obnova”, for 
instance, in Montenegro alone the partisans have murdered
50,000 persons and converted all the monasteries and chur
ches into places of amusement,

The effect produced upon the Cairo “Yugoslav" Govern
ment and in Belgrade Government circles by the action 
taken by Tito and his fellows, is revealed by the statements 
published below. On December 5th. the Cairo “Yugoslav" 
Government of service men held a Cabinet Council, the fol
lowing official communique being published the next 
day:— “ This terrorist movement headed by Tito does not in 
any way represent either the democratic and social attitude 
or the national spirit of our people. Movements of the kind 
merely serve to sow the seeds of chaos among the "Yugoslav 
people” (?!), paralysing resistance to the enemy and inciting 
to murderous hostilities on an increased scale, and thereby 
furthering the object of our enemy's policy. In Yugoslavia 
this movement is the fruit of hostile propaganda (?!), due 
in large part unfortunately also to the Allies; while the Yu
goslav Government has not had any open means of maintai
ning intercourse with its people".

By way of illustrating the chaotic character of the si
tuation we may note further that he Yugoslav Committee 
recently formed in London sent a telegram, not to the Puritch 
Government functioning in Cairo, but to Broz-Tito and his 
fellows, at the same time notifying their complete agreement 
with the aims of the partisans. In an article dealing with the
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formation of the Tito Government the Belgrade daily, “Nouo 
Vreme”, inter alia made the following statements:—  “This 
pastoral play is highly amusing to the Serbian public. First 
London and then Moscow arranges plays of the kind which 
affect us like so many comedies. They set the whole world 
laughing at the expense of the Serbian people, when 
they make a Jew, Mosa Piade, the representative of 
the Serbian people. . . With a stroke of the pen Stalin 
liquidated General Drazha Mihaylovitch and raised Josip 
Broz, a locksmith, to the dignity of Marshal of the 
‘Yugoslav army” (?). Filipovic, who while still a member of 
the Ushtasha movement was notorious for his bloodthirsty 
treatment of Serbians, has now been made a minister — 
entrusted with the care of the mines and forests of Serbia. 
London has not only recognized this Government, but is 
actually supporting it, the result being that King Peter II. ’s 
Government has nothing to expect in the future from London. 
What will the "Yugoslav” Government residing in Cairo have 
to say to all this? . . . The Serbian people living in Serbia 
cannot help smiling as it watches this grotesque game, 
conscious as it is that all those who follow General Neditch 
have taken the best course” .

In an article published early in December in the columns 
of the “Novo Vreme’’ dealing with the organization and acti
vity of Tito and his fellows —  which is at bottom communistic 
in character — , Dragomir Jovanovitch, Lord Mayor of Bel
grade, inter alia made the following observations:—  "During 
the past 25 years the Serbian people has been waging open 
and uncompromising warfare against the communistic danger; 
and the events of recent years have strengthened that people's 
conviction that it will overcome this formidable enemy of its 
national life. It is only by overthrowing Communism that the 
Serbian people will be able to ensure a better and brighter 
future and to thrive. This struggle has demanded enormous 
sacrifices. . .. But, however great the sacrifice entailed, the 
Serbian people refuses to flin ch ... The Communists them
selves admit that their position in Serbia has become unten
able. That in itself is the greatest possible compliment to the 
public administration of Serbia. And, for the purpose of 
making the Serbian people better acquainted with the doings
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of the Communists and of “ Comrade” Tito, the Ministry for 
Home Affairs has placed at the disposal of the Press all the 
documents and data relating to the subject, —  documents and 
data serving as eloquent evidence of the horrors perpetrated 
by Tito and his fellows. I know that Tito and his accomplices 
are daily approaching nearer and, nearer to their annihilati
on; for the Serbian people is united in the struggle against 
Communism and repudiates the very idea of making any 
concessions whatsoever to Communism” (“Novo Vreme’’, 
December 5th., 1942, and “Delvideki Magyarsag’’, December 
Sth.,j. We would ask whether, in view of this bitter antago
nism, mutual hatred and differences which are apparently of 
an irreconcilable character, and in particular after these two 
and a half years of savage fratricidal warfare hetween Ser
bians and Croatians and of horrible carnage and destruction 
perpetrated by the communistic bands, there is the remotest 
chance that after the end of the present Great War — 
despite the complete fiasco of the first experiment made to 
that end after the first Great War —- the three Southern 
Slav peoples —  Serbians, Croatians and Slovenes —  will of 
their own accord, on the basis of the principle of self-deter
mination, once more desire to unite in a “unitary” Yugo
slavia? This is in any case a question which can only be 
answered —  a problem which can only be solved either one 
way or the other —  by the three Southern Slav nations 
directly concerned.
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