
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF HUNGARIAN CATHOLICS
This year the General Assembly of Hungarian Catholics 

held its usual annual Congress from October 1st. to October 
7th. This year's Congress too was the scene of memorable 
discussions during which valuable addresses were given. A great 
impression was created throughout the country by the inaugural 
address of the Prince-Primate of Hungary, Cardinal Justinian 
Seredi, who inter alia emphasised that what the country de
manded in principle was justice for the individual and the 
national community alike, — justice also in respect of the 
work of the Church, — while all Hungarians repudiated the 
accusations that were being propagated in foreign countries, — 
such, for instance, as those relating to the alleged oppression 
of religious and national minorities, or the charge of feudalism, 
which had never existed in Hungary during the whole course of 
Hungarian history, or the assertion that in Hungary the social 
questions were being neglected. In practice it was proposed to 
enforce justice by means of legislative enactments and by a 
careful avoidance of all unscrupulous demagogy. The reciprocal 
relations between the individual and the community were to be 
adjusted in conformity with the teachings of Christ. Catholics 
demanded an appreciation of the work being done by the 
Church for the salvation of the nation.

The Prince-Primate regretted profoundly being impelled to 
announce to the Congress that owing to the adverse conditions 
at present prevailing it was impossible to send a telegram to
the Holy Father; but Catholics would pray for Him with all the
greater affection, knowing as they did how deeply His Holiness 
suffered in particular as a consequence of the entirely ground
less suspicions being spread at present far and wide with son
much malice against. His person and how earnestly He was 
praying for us and for those who were so shamelessly and 
ungratefully calumniating Him.

In his address Monsignor Angelo Rotta, Papal Nuncio, 
pointed out that the causes of the present war of destruction 
were to be traced primarily to an oblivion of and contempt for 
moral laws. Just as in the individual selfishness and lust of 
power paved the way towards moral and material corruption, 
— the Nuncio explained, — similar motives led to the corrup
tion of society too. He was delighted to see that the General 
Assembly had made a wise choice when propounding its leading 
thesis, thereby following in the footsteps of the Holy Father.
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In his address M. Tibor Kdllay, former Minister of Finance, 
êxplained that justice and morality could not permanently be 

kept asunder. For that reason small nations benefited more 
than big nations from the support and assistance afforded by 
conforming to the teachings of Catholicism and from the fact 
that the institutions of Catholicism were founded, not on poli
tical fashions, but on a due observance of the order based upon 
the supreme rule of God. It was not true that a big country 
must necessarily be superior. For that reason we need not 
hesitate to proclaim as the principle of international adjustment 
a co-operation between the various States in which every Mem
ber-State alike should be afforded equal possibilities of free 
development. It was no easy matter to ensure Magyardom the 
place due to it; that was a task demanding of us Hungarians a 
zealously active attitude.

M. Theodore Homonnay, Chief Burgomaster of Budapest, 
delivered an address on the following subject, — “Catholicism 
in the Service of Hungarian Society". He explained that, amid 
the welter of the waves of totalitarian warfare, it was true 
charity and the power of prayer that had saved society from 
disruption. Catholicism, as one of the greatest Powers in the 
world, had rendered and was still rendering signal service to 
the cause of the moral elevation of the world. There was not — 
and there never could be — any Power able or entitled to im
pose its will on Christ. In days of great trials and ordeals the 
Church was an edifice whose foundations could defy the force 
of even the most fearful storm.

In his sermon Dr. Stephen Madarasz, Bishop of Kassa, 
spoke of the havoc wrought by totalitarian warfare. The peoples 
—  he said — had banished Christ from the souls of the child
ren, from the family sanctuary, from the minds of the working 
masses, from legislature and government, by means of unjust 
laws shackling human rights, and had driven Christ from in
ternational life by means of measures stabilizing hatred and 
vengeance in the provisions of peace edicts.

M. Oliver Markos, Under-Secretary-of-State, inter alia 
established that the fundamental teaching of the Christian faith 
was the proclamation of the principle of love of our neighbour, 

, which knew no difference between man and man and which 
according to the true Christian outlook on life must be en
forced in the co-operation both of individuals and of national 
communities. The Kingdom of Christ acknowledged no difference 
between small and big nations. It could not acknowledge the 
existence of nations predestined to rule by the subjection of 
other nations, — only national communities living side by side 
in the spirit of true Christian charity all possessing the same 
right to participate in the worldly goods indispensable to their 
prosperity.
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ORDER AND TRANQUILLITY IN SOUTHERN HUNGARY
The southern regions of Hungary are the most fertile areas

not only in that country, but also in the whole of Europe. The
Hungarian people has always — and that justly — expected a 
great deal of the "Bacska” regiop; and today, in these times of 
war restriction, it looks particularly eagerly to the "Bacska'', —  
today, in the first months of the fifth year of the great world- 
conflagration when the ensuring of the country's self-supply is a 
paramount national interest. That is why the Government is 
endeavouring by means of the most far-reaching measures to 
maintain the tempo of productive work in Southern Hungary and 
to prevent every attempt to interfere with that work, — doing
so with particular regard to the fact that of the 87,000 million
points figuring in the new system of compulsory surrender 27,000 
million points are to be provided by the liberated districts of 
Southern Hungary.

There can be no question that the people of Southern Hun
gary today fully realize the spirit of the times, all alike doing 
their share manfully without respect for differences of nationa
lity. Those who have recently had an opportunity to visit these 
districts, must have convinced themselves that today order and 
peace prevail in the “Bacska” and in Baranya. In Southern Hun
gary the State is in every respect in full control of the situation 
the public security of this region showing complete consolidation 
and there being no trace whatsoever of any disturbing circum
stances calculated to impede the creative work of the Govern
ment and the people. This is equally ture also of the nationa
lity islands inhabited by Germans, Serbians, Bunyevaci, Shokaz 
and Ruthenians.

In the Danube-bend in the aouthern part of the "Bacska" 
and in the U jvidek-Titel-Zsablya triangle the vast majority 
of the Serbian minority have already decidedly and openly 
chosen the path of reconciliation, endeavouring by their 
conduct to deserve to obtain the benefits of the advantages 
accorded by the Hungarian Government on the basis of the 
principles underlying Hungary's nationality policy. The majority 
of the Serbians of the “Bacska” are well-to-do burgesses who 
realize that the endeavours of the Hungarian system of government 
aim at maintaining order and continuing to ensure constructive 
work. The Serbian leaders no longer make any secret of the fact 
— and are indeed continually emphasising — that they regard 
the power of the Hungarian State as a guarantee of their personal 
security and of the security of their property, and stress that the 
Serbian people are just as decidedly opposed to Communism as 
are the Magyars. The sober-minded and self-possessed Serbians 
of Hungary not only refuse to identify themselves with, but 
decidedly condemn, the attitude of those unthinking racial bre
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thren of theirs who are endeavouring to fan the flames of disunion. 
The restoration of the peaceful symbiosis of the period prior to 
the first Great War and the reciprocal understanding then pre
vailing, is today the aim not only of the Hungarian Government, 
but also of the Serbian minority, the reconcliation of the two 
peoples being undoubtedly a common interest.

The loyalty of >he Ruthenians inhabiting the central part of 
the “Bacska” , of the Sokaz settled in the Danube-bend and of 
the Bunyevaci living in the neighbourhood of Szabadka, has not 
changed since pre-War days. These small ethnic proups have 
linked their fate up with that of the State-building Magyars and 
are working peacefully in expectation of a return of the days of 
peace.

In Southern Hungary in general a feeling of composure 
prevails today. This is due, not only to the reaction of the genera! 
Hungarian situation, but also to the circumstance that this year’s 
harvest is of a statisfactory character, particularly in respect of 
wheat, and that the farmers have in consequence experienced no 
difficulty in complying with the obligation to surrender the 
perscribed quantities of produce. The inhabitants of Southern 
Hungary, therefore, realize that not only the public security of 
the region, but also its supply, is secured, and are looking forward 
to future developments with perfect composure.

NEWS FROM RUMANIA
Recently the Rumanianization Bureau was the scene of a 

meeting of leading functionaries who had met to discuss the 
question of the Rumanianization of undertakings. It was decided 
that in future the undertakings should not under any circumstan
ces be permitted to employ any Jew who could be replaced by 
a Christian in the sphere of activity in which he is engaged. State
ments relating to this question must be drawn up; and the 
Christian employees are required to remain during official hours 
at their posts together with the Jewish employees, for their 
activity will be investigated and controlled by the authorities with 
exceptional severity. It was decided that in this connection the 
private undertakings should be subjected to the strictest inves
tigation.

The Law regulating the activity of the medical profession 
has been amended. The amended text restricts the number of 
medical partitioners in the towns, the Law formerly in operation 
not having contained any provision to that effect. The amended 
text of the Law calculates that in general there should be 1 
specialist for every 1000 inhabitants. In smaller towns not 
containing 1000 inhabitants permission may be granted to 1
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specialist in each branch of the profession to settle there. Every 
doctor is required to practice for at least two years in the pro
vinces. Jewish doctors figure in the Law as a separate branch 
of the medical profession. Jewish doctors may only treat Jewish 
patients, either in their own homes or in Jewish hospitals or 
nursing-homes. Only in the most serious cases may exceptions to 
this rule be permitted.

By order of Minister Michael Antonescu the censorship of 
the Press and the censorship office has been re-organized. 
According to the relevant instructions the Censorship previously 
functioning subject to the control of the Prime Ministry is to be 
transferred to the control of the Propaganda Ministry. The Chief 
of the Censorship is to be a ministerial councillor entrusted with 
the direction of the Rumanian Press. His functions will be as 
follows: —

1. the direct control of the Press and of all kinds of printed 
matter published in the country;

2. the censoring of foreign newspapers and of all kinds of 
foreign printed matter imported into the country by post or 
otherwise; >

3. the control and censoring of all notifications intended for 
public consumption.

The Censorship is entitled to regulate and control the 
appearance of all newspapers or items of news or notifications. 
In addition to the ,,sanctions” prescribed by law, the Censorship 
may inflict the following penalties: —

1. the confiscation of the publication in question; 2. fines; 
3. the prohibition of the appearance of the respective newspaoer 
for a period of not more than 30 days.

The ministerial councillor entrusted with the direction of the 
Censorship will have attached to him as assistant a so-called 
censor-councillor appointed by the Propaganda Ministry. In 
addition, the following functionaries will assist in the work of the 
Censorship: — a councillor to collaborate with the foreign press, 
a councillor to collaborate with the Bucharest press, and — for 
the duration of the war — an officer to be nominated by the 
General Staff, who will act as adviser in military matters.

Many of the curators of the Jewish apartment houses taken 
over by the State have been deprived of their offices for failing to 
carry out the works which it would have been incumbent upon 
them to execute as the persons responible for the management of 
the houses and for failing to observe the regulations.
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NEW RUMANIANIZATION LAW IN RUMANIA
In a recent issue we dealt with the Law (Order in Council: 

Decret-lege) No. 490 published in No. 174 (July 20th.) of the 
Rumanian Official Gazette (Monitorul Oficial) which provided for 
the infliction of double penalties (punishment) in the case of 
certain offences on persons being citizens of the State not oP 
Rumanian race ("persoane de alta origine etnica decat romaneasca").

The present article deals with the Law No, 634 published in 
the September 23rd. issue (No. 223) of the Rumanian Official 
Gazette which relates to “the employment of the personnels of un
dertakings" (pentru utilizarca personalului in intreprinderi). This 
Law replaces the Law dated July 16th., 1934, and ordains that 
industrial and commercial undertakings shall be required to 
employ a proportion of not less than 80% of Rumanians by race 
on their staffs in every branch of thir operations. Moreover, at 
least 50% of the Members of the Board of Directors, the Manage
ment and the Committee of Supervision must likewise be Rumani
ans; while only a Rumanian may be appointed Chairman of the 
Management. In the minority of the staff (20%) reserved for 
persons of foreign race priority rights shall be enjoyed by those 
foreigners who at the time of the promulgation of the Law were 
married to Rumanian women and have children by those women.

The Law enumerates the following branches of operation as 
those in which nô , more than 20% of “non-Rumanians” may be 
employed, it being stipulated that the respective ratios of the 
personnel shall be determined, not in relation to the total number 
of employees in the service of the respective undertaking, but 
separately in the severol categories of operations. The said 
categories are the following: 1. supreme administration; 2. sub
ordinate administration; 3. skilled labourers; 4. unskilled labou
rers; 5. superior technical personnel; 6. subordinate technical 
personnel; 7. personnel ranking with skilled labourers; 8. per
sonnel ranking with unskilled labourers.

In our opinion special stress should be laid on the provision 
contained in Article IV. of the Law in terms of which under
takings required under the Mercantile Law to keep books shall 
draft their ledgers, cash journals and inventories (cartea mare, 
registrul jurnal, inventar) in Rumanian. No exception can be 
made to this rule except where other provision is made by 
international treaties.

According to another provision of the new Law, every 
undertaking — even the smallest artisan or tradesman —• will be 
required to submit to the Ministry of National Economy every
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year, during the month of April, a statement containing the names 
of every member of the personnel employed, the nationality and 
ethnic origin ( “origina etnica”) of each several person to be 
entered against his name.

The Law comprises clauses stipulating gradational (progres
sive) system of retaliatory measures, the heaviest penalty inflict- 
able being the closing down of the respective establishment.

The Law comprises clauses stipulating a gradational (progres- 
November 16th., 1940, (that relating to Jews) shall continue in 
operation.

FORMATION AND PROGRAMME OF NEW CROATIAN 
GOVERNMENT

The events in Italy — above all the ‘‘unconditional surrender'1 
armistice signed by the Badoglio Government on September 3rd. 
and made public on September 8th. — created a new situation 
also in Italian-Croatian relations. On September 11th. already 
the Poglavnik declared as null and void the Italian-Croatian 
Convention concluded on May 18th., 1941. which determined the 
frontiers of the two countries and was intended to ensure the 
close co-aperation of Italy and Croatia, at the same time invalida
ting also the Italian-Croatian Treaty relating to the accession to 
the Croatian throne of an Italian prince in terms of which, in 
May, 1941, only a few weeks after the proclamation of Croatia's 
independence, the Crown had been offered to the Duke of 
Spalato. Another consequence of the political changes ensuing 
in Italy was the union of Dalmatia and Croatia, that involving 
the relization of a dream entertained for centuries by the Croatian 
people.

Apart from other urgent and important measures in the field 
of internal politics, these changes made necessary the re-formation 
of the Government and the creation of additional posts in that 
Government postulated by the new situation. The leaders of the 
Ushtasa Movement would have liked to see the formation of a 
Coalition Government embrocing representatives of all social 
classes and ethnic elements and including above all a few pro
minent members of the Peasent Party of which Macek is the 
leader. However, the negotiations carried on chiefly with Kosutic, 
a relative of Macek’s who is Vice-President of the Croatian 
Peasant Party, proved abortive; and the leading members of the 
Peasant Party showed a reluctance under prevailing circumstances 
to undertake active roles and to share the governmental respon
sibility incidental thereto. On October 12th, Mandic. the former
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Prime Minister, formed a new Government, which on October 
13th. took the oath of allegiance in the presence of the Poglavnik, 
Ante Pavelic. The new Government includes only four Members 
of the previous Cabinet, — Dzsafor Kulenovic, Deputy Premier, 
as representative of the Mussulmans of Bosnia Budak, Foreign 
Minister, General Navratil, War Minister, and Bulat, Minister for 
the Liberated Territories. A considerable stir was caused by the 
re-instatement of Mladen Lorkovic, former Foreign Minister, 
who was entrusted with the Department of the Interior (Ministry 
for Home Affairs). In the persons of Dr. Toth, Dr. Hofer and 
Dr. Pertitch the new Government includes among its Members 
three men who formely — prior to the introduction of the 
Ushtasa “One Party" system — belonged to the Croatian Peasant 
Party. The Cabinet includes also there Dalmatian Members, — 
Canki, Minister for Justice, Balut and Vrantchitch, State Minister, 
who is to be given a sphere of jurisdiction in the Ministry for 
Home Affairs in keeping with his rank. The Greek Oriental 
(Orthodox) Croatians are represented in the new Government 
by Dr. Besarovitch as Minister without portfolio.

After the new Government had been formed and had taken 
the oath of allegiance, on October 14th. Premier Mandic broadcast 
a manifesto to the Croatian people in which he outlined the 
pragramme and the aims of his Government. "The highest ideals 
of the Croatian nation” — said Mandic, inter alia — “have been 
realized as a result of the restoration of the country's political 
independence and of its territorial integrity. The Croatian nation 
is now faced with the duty of preserving these great achievements 
and defending them against all attacks. Our enemies have joined 
hands to wreck the ideals of the Croatian people; and this 
attempt on their part must be regarded as an organic part of the 
present Great War. The fight against us is being directed by 
persons smuggled into the country from abroad who are acting on 
instructions from foreign countries. The most important task 
facing the Croatian Government is therefore the restoration of 
public security and order throughout the whole territory of the 
State. The Government will do everything in its power to 
differentiate between tempted and tempters and to restore the 
tempted and deluded to the path of normal civilian life. My 
Government, on the other hand, is determined to fight un
compromisingly against those who fail to taka advantage of this 
last chance of turning over a new leaf.

“Another of the principal tasks facing my Government is the 
ensuring of public food supplies; within the framework of the
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relevant measures provision will be made primarily for small 
existences, for workers and public servants. Special provision 
will be made for refugees and for persons who have had serious 
losses inflicted upon them by the bandits."

Dealing with the public administration, Mandic promised the 
introduction of the principles of justice and humanity, laying 
particular emphasis on the absolure equality of all religions. The 
most energetic measures are to be taken to eliminate corruption. 
The Premier further announced that parish and county councils 
were to be established for the purpose of ensuring the active co
operation and the unswerving support of the whole people. The 
several communes were to organive local volunteer guards for 
protection against the depredations of the bandits. "In keeping 
with our conception of the up-to-date nationalist State” — 
continued the Premier — “the Ushtasa Movement will be the 
only political organization in the country — an organization 
operating on the basis of the principles proclaimed by Starcevic 
and Radic . . .  The Croatian Government will leave no stone un
turned to bring the military requirements of the German Empire 
into harmony with our own soveeignty and with our own national 
requirements. Croatia will co-operate without reserve with the 
German army and with the allied nations to resolutely continue 
the war until the achievement of the final victory which is to bring 
the peoples of Europe a just peace and a new state of wellbeing 
and the Croatian people in particular possibilities of free deve
lopment in its own State now at long last definitively united. 
In its work to this end the measure of success achieved by the 
Croatian Government will depend upon the measure of the support 
afforded it by the Croatian people” .
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