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For weeks the interest of Serbian political circles has 
been focussed on the visit made on September 18th. by 
General Milan Neditch, Prime Minister, to the Head

quarters of the Fiihrer of the German Empire, where he had 
an opportunity to discuss exhaustively with the Fiihrer the 
chief questions in which Serbia too is interested.

After his return General Nedich made the following 
statement to representatives of the Belgrade Press respecting 
his visit: — “On September 18th. I had the honour to be 
received in audience by Adolphus Hitler, Fiihrer of the 
German Empire, after having previously had a long conver
sation with Herr von Ribbentrop, German Foreign Minister. 
On this occasion I had an opportunity to report on the 
wishes and needs of the Serbian people and to carry on 
pourparlers with the Fiihrer and the Foreign Minister res
pecting the future of Serbia. At the same time I expressed 
my thanks for the courtesy accorded me as representative 
of the Serbian people on the occasion of my audience".

In the morning of September 21st. the Belgrade radio 
broadcast an exhaustive commentary on General Neditch's 
visit, which it described as an event of outstanding impor
tance affecting the whole of Europe. According to the official 
explanation given on this occasion, the visit and the pour- 
paries between General Neditch and the German statesmen 
were evidence of the policy of undertanding pursued by the 
Fiihrer towards the Serbian people. The visit to the Fuhrer’s 
Headquarters would be followed shortly by events which 
would result in making the Serbian people too equal in rank 
to other peoples of Europe. The realization of this issue 
depended primarily upon the conduct and efforts of the
26



SERBIAN POLITICAL SITUATION

Serbian people. That people must under all circumstances 
maintain internal order; for that was the only means of 
realizing the great schemes ensuring its future. Milan 
Neditch’s Government was adjusting the political, admi
nistrative and economic questions of the country on an
entirely new basis. But the complete consolidation of the
situation depended on the efforts of the Serbian people
itself, and for that purpose that people had to set to work 
seriously to effect a gradual organization and adequate 
development of its armed forces. If the Serbian people used 
every effort to ensure the internal re-construction of the 
country and took part to the best of its ability also in the
constructive work to be corried out in the Balkans generally,
it would thereby be able to secure the place in the new Eu
rope which was its due. In conclusion the announcer of the
Belgrade radio pointed out also that the object of German 
policy was a gradual improvement of conditions in the Bal
kans and a satisfactory adjustment of the interests of the 
peoples living there; and, if Serbia too joined in this work 
for the furtherance of consolidation, it would enjoy all the 
advantages resulting from such consolidation ( “Reggeli Uj- 
sdg", September 22nd., 1943).

In its September 21st., 1943, issue the “ Novo Vreme’’ 
(New Age), the Belgrade daily, writing of the visit to the 
Fi'ihrer's Headquarters, declared that Neditch’s reception was 
not only a compliment to the person of the Serbian Premier, 
but that it would involve far-reaching consequences in res
pect of the development of Serbia's future destine. It at the 
same time denoted a fresh stage in the work of realizing the 
national aims and was the first step towards the introduction 
of Serbia as a Member of equal rank into the community of 
free European peoples. The Serbian Government was today 
in a position to de facto act as the supreme organ of control 
of the life of the Serbian people, seeing that the people itself 
was continually displaying its readiness to devote itself 
actively to the service of the general European cause. The 
most important thing was that the Serbians should out of 
their own resources find the ways and means necessary to 
ensure order and peace within the Serbian living-space.

General Neditch himself on September 23rd. addressed
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a manifesto to the Serbian people which was communicated 
to the population of the country by posters, in the newspapers 
and by the radio. This manifesto inter alia contained the 
following passages: —  “ When I entered office, the first thing 
I did was to demand of the Serbian people that it should 
return to a state of tranquillity, peace and order . . . My task 
consisted solely in securing the survival of the Serbian people 
and of Serbia . . . The only path to be taken by us is that of 
order and national unity. Serbian brothers, listen to me once 
more! The events of the near future will justify my warnings. , . 
Those forces working in the dark which have so far been 
active, are again about to start their work for the purpose of 
diverting you from the right path. In the interest of the 
country — of our homeland —  I call upon every Serbian not 
under any circumstances to disturb the public order; for that 
would be a national catastrophe. Arm yourselves with patience 
and with an unswerving faith in the Serbian future; for every 
Serbian can and must have only one aim, — the safeguarding 
of the Serbians and of Serbia’’. (Serbian papers published in 
Belgrade, September 23rd., 1943: “Delvideki Magyarsag',
September 16th., 1943).

In Neditch’s manifesto and in the other statements cited 
above too we see a reflection of the misgivings of all true 
Serbian patriots and their fear of the menace to the future 
and to the very survival of the Serbian people involved in 
the consepuence of the civil war provoked by the insurgents. 
The grave warnings uttered by Members of the Serbian Go
vernment and by other competent factors which are being 
constantly repeated have so far, however, failed to make the 
Serbian insurgents think better of the matter or to persuade 
them voluntarily to lay down their arms. The internal conflict 
— though perhaps on a smaller scale —  is being continued 
and is constantly claiming fresh victims. The latest victim of 
the campaign of murders committed by the so-called “ natio
nalist" insurgents (the adherents of General Mihaylovitch’s 
party) is Pavle (Paul) Georgevitch, Belgrade Commissioner 
of Police. Attempts of a similar character have been made 
in other areas of the country too; indeed, in some places 
there have been armed clashes hetween the volunteer troops 
organized by the Neditch Government to maintain order and
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the “ Chetnik” followers of Mihaylovitch or the Communist 
partisans fighting under the leadership of the mysterious 
person bearing the name of Tito.

The vast majority of the Serbians of Serbia fear most 
of all the ravages of the Communist bands in the pay of 
Moscow, suffering bitterly the whole time and shuddering 
with horror when they think of the possibility of the badly- 
mauled country bleeding from a thousand wounds being 
subjected to a Bolshevik Reign of Terror as a consequence 
of an increase of Rusian influence.

As for the opinion of the Communist danger their country 
entertained by sober-minded Serbians who are seriously 
concerned for the future of Serbia, we get instructive in
formation on that point, for instance, from an article by M. 
Spalajkovitch (formerly Serbian Minister in St. Petersburg 
and subsequently Yugoslav Minister in Paris) published in 
the October 9th. issue of the “ Srpski Narod” (Serbian People). 
Of this article ■— entitled “ Voros Egyhdzatya” (Red Prelate) 
—  we herewith give a short abstract: — “ Since the death of 
the Patriarch Vernava”  —  so runs the article —  “ the Serbian 
Church has been without a Head. Just as the death of King 
Alexander deprived the Serbians of their last great and 
faithful guardian, the decease of the Patriarch Vernava 
deprived then of their last worthy, national representative. 
Had both remained alive, the Serbians would never have 
found themselves in thir present situation; for neither the 
one nor the other would ever have shown the slightest sign 
of doubt or pusillanimity when called upon to face and 
eliminate our troubles” .

In a later passage of his article the writer holds up to 
ridicule a statement of a Serbian priest who in his delight 
at the restoration in Moscow of the Orthodox Patriarchate, 
declared that "now Stalin too will attend church every 
Sunday". “Oh, naive prelate” , —  is Spalajkovitch’s answer — 
“ do not believe Satan; for you are far more likely to be 
thrown out of your church than is Stalin to attend church . . . 
“At all times and in every people we find champions of evil. 
Of old these champions were called Bogomiles; today they 
are known as Communists. Their irresistible passion is to 
carry on constant warfare against God. The denial of God
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is the official religion of Communism; and every true Com
munist is also a true atheist. Communism is everywhere and 
unceasingly fighting ruthlessly against religion and the 
Church. Its principal object is to destroy the human soul 
and to root out religious feelings, — as is proved by the 
Bolsheviks' savage vandalism in Russia. In the history of 
humanity there never has been a crueller and more ruthless 
persecutor of the Christian Church and its ministers than 
Stalin. Since the establishment of Christianity humanity as 
a whole has not had to make sacrifices for its faith even 
approximately comparable to those made by the Russian 
people and the Russian Church during the period of Bolshevik 
rule. Unfortunately for us, phenomena similar to those to 
be seen in the Soviet Union are everyday occurrences among 
the “ liberators" lurking in ous forests, who are daily mur
dering men, women and children with the brutal ferocity of 
wild beasts, robbing the property of others, pillaging and 
committing acts of incendiarism. Communism is the most 
dangerous epidemic of our time” , — writes Spalajkovitch in 
conclusion; “and it is the duty of our intelligentsia, above all 
of the cultured members of our Church, to defend the Church 
and the State against this deadly danger” .

According to the opinion of well-informed Serbian circles, 
Spalajkovitch's article reflects the attitude of the vast ma
jority of the Serbian people.
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