
SERBIAN AND CROATIAN ECHOES OF CRISIS 
OF ‘‘YUGO SLAV’ REFUGEE GOVERNMENT

he "Yugoslav" Cabinet crisis that broke out on June
18th. was —  for the moment at least — somehow
solved, after the unsuccessful attempts made by Ban- 

janin and Bobitch, by the formation, on June 28th., of a 
Cabinet by Misha Trifunouitch, Member of the Pashitch Old 
Radical Party, a former middle-school teacher and Minister 
of Education. We use the expression “ for the moment’ ’ 
advisedly, because early in August it was reported that King 
Peter himself was transferring his residence to Cairo, while 
barely 1—2 days later the world was informed that a fresh 
Cabinet crisis had broken out.

Without taking into account various rumours concerning 
the causes of the crisis that broke out on June 10th and the 
more recent crisis that followed on August 10th., which were 
undoubtedly due ultimately to the Soviet demands which 
no Government even of a purely nominally “national" 
character could ever accept and to the irreconcilable 
differences in evidence from the very outset in the relations 
between Serbs and Croats, —  we would on the present 
occasion confine ourselves to giving abstracts of certain 
statements made in Serbia and Croatia on the occasion of 
the June 10th. Cabinet crisis and of certain articles appearing 
in the presses of those countries. These abstracts will offer 
our readers a clear idea of the manner in which the competent 
factors of the Serbian and Croatian peoples received the 
rumours and “official" reports of the crisis of the refugee 
"Yugoslav” Government and of the so-called "programme" 
of the new Government which has also disappeared through 
the trap-door of events.

On receiving the news that the Croatian members of the
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Trifunovitch Government refused to abandon the Serb- 
Croatian agreement (Sporazum) concluded on August 26th., 
1939, which had come into being under the pressure of the 
danger of war which was then too becoming more and more 
menacing, but which nevertheless did offer the Croatians a 
certain measure of self-government and — at least on paper 
— certain possibilities of further development, the Belgrade 
“Novo Vreme” (New Times) published an article entitled 
"The Serbians and Yugoslavia" which referred to these events 
in the following terms:—  “ The majority of the Serbian people 
is so disgusted with the Yugoslav idea that it does not wish 
to hear any more about it. Yugoslavia inflicted more 
misfortune on the Serbian people than any other catastrophe 
in its history ; and for that reason it sincerely and for all 
time renounces that State-formation of which it was never 
really enamoured. The gentlemen who are now refugees in 
London should therefore take note of the fact that the Serbian 
people will never again be willing to support any sort of 
“Yugoslav" combination".

In another article the "Novo Vreme" wrote as follows: 
—- "This "refugee" Government of disunion, which shows all 
the symptoms of incapacity and national disaster, merely 
proves that the crisis in London which has already lasted 
for months has not only not been solved, but is absolutely 
insoluble. This is due primarily to the difference of opinion 
between London and Moscow.” The paper then established 
the fact that the Trifunovitch Cabinet was contending with 
inner diffficulties — racial, political, financial and other 
differences —  which could not be bridged over. The 
correctness of this presumption was shown by the fact that 
the Trifunovitch Government fell after barely five weeks 
of office.

The July 11th. issue of the “Srpski Narod" (The Serbian 
People) published an article from the pen of Milan Neditch, 
Serbian Premier, entitled "Yugoslavia Is Dead" from which 
we quote the following passages: — "W e Serbians have had 
enough of Yugoslavia. We do not wish to hear any more of this 
abortion, which history has definitively cast on the scrap- 
heap and which will have no place in the New Europe of 
the future. The Serbian people wants no more "Yugoslavia", 
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for is has an glorious name of its own, which was suppressed 
and even obliterated in Yugoslavia. Only political infatuates 
fail to see the coming of the new times and to realize the 
truth. Yugoslavia is dead and will never rise again. The 
motley crew in London who dub themselves “Yugoslav 
Government'' are doomed inevitably to dissolution and 
annihilation. What is happening at present in London proves 
only that Yugoslavia is dead; so, to quote the words of the 
great Serbian poet, Dositej Obradovitsch, “ our Serbia is saved, 
for we have its fate in our hands” .

A few days later, at Kra^ujevac, speaking of the 
Serbian partisans, Kujundzhitch, Serbian Minister for Justice 
made hte following statements: —  “Tempters and un
scrupulous propagandists are consciously plunging the 
Serbian people into catastrophe. Our “ refugee" Government 
is the only one which presumes to incite its people to insur
rection. You must at long last realize that no kind of victory 
or confederation will ever be able to raise you from the 
grave, once you have bitten the dust. Unfortunately —  a 
circumstance proved by recent events at Krusevac and 
Aranjdjelovac —  there are still persons to whom it is a 
matter of indifference whether Serbia will survive or not, 
or whether our hemes are invaded by Tartar and Negro 
immigrants" ("Delvideki Magyarsag", July, 17th., 1943,
citing reports of Serbian papers).

And now let us see what the opinion of the Croatians is 
respecting the crisis of the London “refugee Yugoslav" 
Government. Early in July the “ Nova Hrvatska” (New 
Croatia) published a leading article from the pen of Matija 
Kovacic, Croatian Propaganda Minister, which inter alia 
informs its readers how Ivan Subasic, former Ban of the 
Save Banat, who also fled the country after the collapse of 
Yugoslavia, had written a sharply-worded article attacking 
the London “Yugoslav" Government, which —  he said — 
still continued to base its programme on the Pan-Serbian 
idea and Serbian hegemony. “ I have had the opportunity" 
— Subasic, Macek's son-in-law, had written —  “ to familiarize 
myself with the real meaning of the Pan-Serbian aspirations, 
and I earnestly warn the Croatians to be on their guard 
against the London “Yugoslav” Government, the leading role
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in which is being played by General Drasha Mihaylovitch, 
the former commander-in-chief of the Montenegro insurgents, 
in his capacity as Minister for War. The other members of 
the Cabinet are made of the same stuff as Mihaylovitch. For 
my own part, I herewith declare that I have nothing in com
mon with this Government; for it is my conviction that it 
is better to turn one's back on it in good time than to wait 
until it is too late".

After quoting the article written by Subasic, Kovscic 
established the fact that all the Serbian members of the 
‘ ‘Yugoslav" Government formed recently were representatives 
of the Pan-Serbian idea and were inveterately hostile to the 
legitimate aspirations of the Croatians. Then he dealt with 
Krujevitch himself, who had figured in the Trifunovitch 
Cabinet as one of three Deputy-Premiers. He protested most 
energeically against Krujevitch taking part in any 
Government which is hostile to the Croatians. A man co
operating with Drasha Mihaylovitch, who had tens of 
thousands of Croatians murdered, could not possibly be a 
friend of the Croatian people. In the concluding part of his 
article Kovacic wrote as follows: —  "We Croatians are
opposed to everything inimical to the Croatian nation and the 
interests of the independent Croatian State. People in London 
may form as many Governments as they please, but never 
again shall they create a Yugoslavia, simply because that is 
against the wishes of the Croatian people, which is ready to 
take up arms, if necessary, to defend its country and its 
independence".

In this connection we would note that it is reported that 
the very latest "Yugoslav" Government formed on August 
10th. by Bozhidar Furitch, former Yugoslav Minister in 
Paris and Yugoslav Delegate to the League of Nations, — 
a Government which is a patchwork collection of distinguished 
nobodies — has not been adhered to by a single Croatian 
"refugee", a circumstance reflecting a further aggravation of 
the antagonism between fbe "refugee" Serbians and 
Croatians.

And, finally, we would quote the following characteristic 
passage from an article which appeared in one of the August 
issues of the “ Hrvatski Narod” : —- "For twenty-two years
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and a half the Croatian people fought grimly and persistenly
for its own independent S ta te ............... . and that imposes
upon us the duty of using every effort and concentrating all 
our forces to safeguard this achievement won at the cost of 
such bitter struggles . . . .  The Croatian generation which 
secured this invaluable result will hold out unswervingly 
until final victory".

Today, more than ever before in history, this is the 
political creed and uncompromising will of the Croatians, 
a people numbering four and a half million souls!! The only 
point on which the Croatians of Croatia and the Serbians 
of Serbia — as opposed to their “ refugee" racial brethren —- 
agree, is that they are equally determined to repudiate the 
idea of the "Yugoslav" State propagated by the endless 
succession of London “Yugoslav" Governments and to enter 
the lists to defend, — the Croatians an independent 
Croatian and the Serbians an independent Serbian State of 
their own!!
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