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BULGARIA

BULGARIA'S GOLD — TOBACCO
The importance of Bulgaria as a factor in the tobacco 

supply of Europe in the period prior to the present Great War 
was due, not so much to the quantity as to the quality of Bul
garian tobacco. Bulgaria ranked sixth or seventh among the 
tobacco-growing countries of Europe. The area planted with 
tobacco in Old Bulgaria represented only 1% of the total area 
under agrarian cultivation. The yield of tobacco ranged from
170.000 to 420.000 metric quintals. After the end of the Balkan 
campaign Bulgaria immediately advanced to the position of 
the biggest tobacco-grower in Europe. In 1938 the area of the 
land planted with tobacco was 36.000 hectares; in 1941, after 
the annexation of Thrace and Macedonia, the area under cultiva
tion with tobacco within the territories under Bulgarian suzerainty 
advanced to 81.000 hectares. In the latter year 633.000 metric 
quintals of tobacco were gathered in in Bulgaria — as against
335.000 metric quintals in 1938. A  moment illustrating the im
portance of Bulgaria's yield of tobacco as compared with her 
financial resources better than these figures, is that supplied by 
a comparison between the figures of Bulgaria’s tobacco exports 
and the aggregate figures of that country's exports. The aggregate 
value of Bulgaria's exports in 1938 was 5578 million leva; the 
quota of this amount claimed by tobacco exports was 2364 
million leva, —  42% of the total value of the exports. In 1941 
the aggregate value of Bulgaria’s exports was 9233 million leva; 
the quota of this amount claimed by tobacco exports being 3477 
million The bulk of Bulgaria's tobacco exports find their way 
to Germany; in 1937 51%, in the following years 58°/o, 64%,
65.4°/o respectively and finally, in 1941, 72.4% of Bulgaria’s
tobacco exports were delivered to that country.

CROATIA

CROATIAN FRUIT
For the furtherance of the production and exportation of 

fruit, a Fruit Bureau has been established in Croatia which is 
charged with the central direction, control and development of 
fruit-growing. Last year Croatia exported to foreign countries
275.000 metric quintals of fruit. In connection with the re
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organization of fruit-growing and fruit-marketing the factories 
have established several plants for preserving and drying fruit; 
while the Croatian State Railways are using specially installed 
fruit-trains for the carriage of fruit.

HUNGARY

HUNGARY'S FOREIGN TRADE WITH HER SOUTHERN 
AND EASTERN NEIGHBOURS

Hungary’s foreign trade shows a noteworthy development 
during recent years on both the imports and the exports side. 
During the last ten years our exports almost quadrupled, their 
value having risen from 334.5 million pengo in i1932 to 1143 
million pengo in 1942. During the same period our imports 
practically trebled, —  from 329 to 923 million pengo. The 
increase was a continuous one, appearing uninterruptedly from 
year to year. The distribution of our export trade by countries 
has undergone several material changes. Prior to the year of 
the Anschluss (1938) our exports to Germany, for instance, 
represented 27% of our aggregate exports, while Austria took 
18.3% of our exports, —  that meaning that the two combined 
claimed altogether 45.7% of the total volume; whereas last year 
already 55% of our total volume of exports found their way to 
Germany proper (the German Empire), 4.4% being in addition 
delivered to the Czecho-Moravian Protectorate. The figures of 
our imports tell a similar tale: last year Germany and the Pro
tectorate figured with quotas of 52% and 3% respectively. 
The second most important of our customers is Italy. It is no 
mere accident that Italy was originally followed in order by 
the industrial States of the West, our southern and eastern 
neighbours figuring at the bottom of the list. But recently a 
certain development has been in evidence in our trade with the 
latter countries.

The quota of Hungary’s exports delivered to former Yugo
slavia was 2% in 1936 and 4.4% in 1940. Our imports from 
Yugoslavia in 1936 represented 4.4%, in 1939 4,8% and in 1940 
5.5°/o of our total imports. W e see, then, that the tendency 
was manifestly an upward one. The States which have succeeded 
Yugoslavia, on the other hand, —  i. e. Serbia and Croatia — , 
in 1941 supplied only 0.3%> of Hungary's imports; and last year 
there was only a slight advance in the ratio —  to 0.7%. This 
is quite comprehensible in view of the transitional state of 
things prevailing in those countries and of the fact that no 
definitive plan of adjustment has been reached. The export 
figures show a similar state of things. So does our trade with 
Rumania. In 1936 Rumania took 4.8% of our exports, her quota 
for the years immediately following being 4.3, 4.4, 2.8 and 2°/«
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respectively, while in the last two years it declined to 0.1%. 
The quotas of our imports from Rumania as from the year 1936 
were as follows: —  13.4, 9.8, 9.8, 5.9, 3.9 and 0.6% respectively, 
last year (1942) showing a slight recovery —  to 1.6%. The set
back in our trade with Rumania is to be attributed only in a 
small measure to the return to the mother-country of North 
Transylvania; though we have since then purchased less timber 
from Rumania and have in consequence supplied her with a 
smaller volume of our manufactured goods: the very noteworthy 
decline is due mostly to other — non-economic — causes. Bul
garia figures in our foreign trade with quotas even smaller than 
those claimed by our immediate neighbours. On the imports side 
the relevant figures (again as from 1936) are as follows: — 0.7, 
0.5, 0.8, 0.9, 1.5, 0.9 and 1.4°/o respectively. It is therefore only 
since the outbreak of the war that our imports from Bulgaria 
have shown an increase (and that of a quite insignificant cha
racter) ; and after 1940 the tendency again began to move down
wards. The following figures show the development (likewise as 
from 1936) of our export trade to Bulgaria: — 0.4, 0.4, 1.0, 
0.3, 1.1, 1.9 and 2.2% respectively. It would appear, therefore, 
that the tendency of our export trade to Bulgaria moved rather 
on the upward grade, though it has been exceptionally fluctua
ting, particularly since the outbreak of the war. It is worth our 
while to record the figures relating to the young State of 
Slovakia, which naturally refer only to the last three years. 
The year 1940 was the first year of Slovakia's existence as an 
independent State; at that time Slovakia claimed a quota of 
3.3% of Hungary's total imports, — her quota being subsequently 
3.1 and 3.2°/o respectively. Our principal import from Slovakia 
has been wood and timber. During the three years in question 
our exports to Slovakia represented 2.6, 2.2 and 3.0% of our 
total exports respectively. Our chief exports to our northern 
neighbour have been wine, fruit and industrial manufactures.

RUMANIA

RUMANIA'S COTTON PRODUCTION
During recent years there has been a considerable advance 

in the production of cotton in South-Eastern Europe. In Bul
garia, between 1935 and 1941, the extent of the area sown with 
cotton increased from 14.000 to 50.000 hectares. In Greece, 
during the same period, the area under cultivation increased 
from 25.000 to 79.000 hectares, in Yugoslavia from 1000 to 6000 
hectares, and in Rumania from 1000 to 18.000 hectares. If we 
include also Spain and Greece, the total area of land in 
European countries sown with cotton increased during the said 
period from 223.000 to 573.000 hectares. The production of cotton
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fibre is also on the increase. In the economic year 1941— 42 
Bulgaria produced 80.000, Greece 90.000, Italy 110.000, Yugo
slavia 15.000 and Rumania 15.000 metric quintals of cotton.

The average yield in Bulgaria is 1 quintal per hectare, in 
Greece 2.2 quintals, in Yugoslavia 2.6 quintals, and in Rumania 
1 quintal. A s an interesting fact it should be noted that the 
average yield in Italy and Turkey is 1.6 and 1.5 metric quintals 
per hectare respectively. But everything needed is to hand for 
the purpose of enhancing the yield. By the help of State grants, 
the construction of irrigation works, the cultivation of new kinds 
of cotton plants and the rationalization of operations, it will 
probably prove possible in South-Eastern Europe too to in
crease the average yield per hectare and thereby the absolute 
volume of production.

SLOVAKIA

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SERICULTURE IN SLOVAKIA

Ever since the achievement of her independence Slovakia has 
been making efforts to further sericulture. However, in view of 
the fact that the cultivation of mulberry trees is a sine qua non 
of sericulture, no immediate results are to be expected. In 1941 
the yield of silk cocoons was 2100 kilogrammes; in 1942 only 
2300 kilogrammes. In March 700 mulberry saplings were distri
buted among the farmers. The authorities are endeavouring to 
encourage farmers to increase production also by raising the sale 
prices. The purchase price of cocoons has been increased from 
35 to 45 crowns a klogramme.

Bulgaria is the oldest breeder of silkworms in South-Eastern 
lEurope. This year the production of aggrandized Bulgaria is 
expected to amount to 4,000,000 kilogrammes; in 1941 the yield 
was 2,360,000 and in 1936 only 1,370,000 kilogrammes. The Go
vernment has placed 50,000 ounces of eggs at the disposal of the 
producers. In the future the Co-operative and Agrarian Bank is to 
take over the cocoons produced at fixed prices, — paying 129 
leva for yellow cocoons, 126 leva for white cocoons and 135 leva 
for variegated cocoons. Government is making provision to ensure 
that all the mulberry trees shall be employed for the purpose of 
sericulture. The leaves of the mulberry trees in public sqares 
are also placed at the disposal of sericulturists.
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ST. GELLERT MEDICINAL BATHS AND 
HYDROPATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Radio-active thermal springs, 47° C. Firstrate hotel 
with 260 bedrooms. Special prices for full treat
ment. Effervescent swimming-pool. Medical treat
ment. Modern equipment.
Address: Szt. Gellert-ter 1., Budapest, XI. 
Telephone: 268-800.

RUDAS MEDICINAL BATHS AND HYDRO
PATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Thermal pool and radium baths. Modern hydro
pathic establishment. Dietetic catering. Special 
inclusive terms. Indoors swimming-pool.
Address: Dobrentei-ter 9. Budapest.

SZECHENYI MEDICINAL BATHS
Sulphuric thermal water, 76° centigrade, springing 
from a depth of 1238 metres. Psychotherapy 
department with modern equipment.
Address: Varosliget Budapest.

DRINKING CURES
The Hungaria, Attila and Juventus radio
active springs in the Rudas Park. Splendid 
results in cases of kidney, stomach, intestine and 
gall troubles, high blood pressure and premature 
old age. Ask your doctor!


