
M. ANTHONY ULLEIN-REVICZKY, MINISTER 
PLENIPOTENTIARY AND ENVOY 

EXTRAORDINARY, ADDRESSES HUNGARIAN 
LEGION A T REINCORPORATED NAGYVARAD

On May 30th. the Hungarian Legion arranged a festive 
gathering at Nagyvarad, to which M. Ullein-Reviczky, 
Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary, 

delivered an address in which, inter alia, he made the fol
lowing statements: —

"It was with exceptional delight that 1 entered the town 
of St. Ladislas. The superb picture which I was privileged 
to see this forenoon reminded me of the day on which I 
was first in Nagyvarad. As long as I live, I shall never 
forget the day on which Nagyvarad and environs returned 
to our Hungarian fatherland, — the day on which the 
Regent, who has ensured the redintegration of our country, 
and on whom we invoke the blessing of the God of the 
Magyars, entered the city founded by St. Ladislas.

,,Comrades, this day is one on which it is exceptionally 
fitting to recall these memories; for it is heroes’ day. Is 
there any nation with a greater claim to celebrate heroes' 
day than the Hungarian, whose history is one long heroic 
epos? The Hungarian nation has always lived a heroic life. 
And what is heroism? An ideal conception. It is the devo
tion of all our material and moral forces to the service of 
patriotism, the most ideal of all ideal conceptions, — and 
a readiness to sacrifice our lives, if necessary, on the altar 
of patriotism. In the history of Hungary this ideal concep
tion permeates the ten centuries of that nation s existence. 
We were stimulated by the conception of patriotism already 
at the time of the Conquest, a thousand years ago. We 
acquired possession of our fatherland; but we did not take
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it from any one, for at that period there was no organized 
State in this territory, the first State of the kind having 
been that established by the Magyars. When this had been 
accomplished, the Magyars realized that they had to live 
in Europe. Their eyes were turned towards Rome; they 
embraced Christianity: and after adopting European civiliza
tion they undertook the defence of Christianity. When Batu 
Khan's hordes broke into the country and Batu summoned 
the King of Hungary to join him, assisting his racial kin 
and fighting jointly with them against the West, the Ma
gyars who had but recently embraced the Christian faith 
replied self-consciously and proudly that they refused. The 
Magyar people stood its ground honourably, preferring to 
sacrifice hundreds of thousands of its sons in the defence 
of the West and manfully doing its duty.

"W e stood on guard on the ridges of the Carpathians: 
and, so long as the Magyars stood there, Europe took it as 
a matter of course that it was their duty to defend Europe. 
When, during the twenty years of the Trianon period, 
others stood on the ridges of the Carpathians, they on their 
part took it equally as a matter of course that it was the duty 
of Europe to defend them! This is the difference between 
those who are fired solely by ideas and those who are 
anxious to derive only advantages and profit from the situa
tion. We defended the West: and what was our reward? 
Oppression, persecution, contempt! It was then that the 
Hungarians championed the cause of liberty and indepen
dence. The Magyars have never oppressed any one. No one 
lias ever waged a fight for independence and liberty against 
the Magyars; only the Magyars have fought for liberty 
against those oppressing them. We have never endeavoured 
to obtain wealth at the expense of others and have never 
coveted the property of others; but we have never yielded 
a jot in our insistence on the sacred idea of independence.
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"During the depressing days of Trianon suppression too 
we refused to yield. We need only have voluntarily renoun
ced our rights to secure all the material advantages which 
the mighty Great Powers were able to grant us. But the 
Magyars answered every temptation with a cry of “ No, 
No, Never!”  For this stubborn and unyielding defiance we 
expect to be rewarded by —  historical justice. We should 
not fritter away our energies wondering what the morrow 
has in store for us, but should endeavour to be such as we 
have been in the past; and then we shall hold our own, 
whatever the morrow may bring. It is a particular pleasure 
for me to be able to say this to my fellow-legionaries; for 
/  feel that it is the idea behind the Legion movement which 
is best calculated to strengthen this ancient Magyar outlook. 
W e have been soldiers, and are prepared, if required, to 
join the colours again. But, while we are engaged in the 
work of civilian life, it is our duty to assert the virtues 
acquired on the field of battle in civilian life too. In civilian 
life we are not merely workers, but are in the service of an 
eternal Magyar conception —  in every manifestation of our 
life alike.
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