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More than once we have pointed out how vitally 
important it would be for the new independent Croat 
State to achieve a radical and final mopping up of 

the rebels.
The great strength of these surprisingly well organized, 

extremely resolute and well equipped rebels, is shown by 
the fact that for two years now they have been a menace 
to the peace of the country and that decisive action against 
them could not be taken before the beginning of February, 
and then only with the help of larger German and Italian 
forces. Reports of battles on a major or minor scale allow 
of the conclusion that the encircling movements at present 
in progress are likely to lead to success by the beginning of 
summer, when the military strength of the rebels will be 
broken, and it will be possible to quell the rebellion.

The Croat newspapers publish detailed accounts of the 
progress of the campaign. Writing of the combined 
operations, now lasting six weeks, of the Croat, German 
and Italian troops, the “Hrvatski Narod" announces that 
several towns and villages, amongst others Sunj, Prijedor, 
Kostajnica, Rihac, Kluc, Petrova, Livno and Glamoc, have 
been re-occupied by the Axis forces. According to a rough 
calculation, the rebels have lost more than ten thousand 
men in dead as well as a large quantity of war material, 
food, weapons and munition. A t the beginning of this 
cmpaign the Axis forces took Bihac, the chief headquarters 
of the Communist and nationalist bands and the seat of 
their Government. The newspaper then gives a detailed 
account of the events in Bosnia and points out that 
everywhere the rebels had brutally massacred the peaceful 
civilian populations, especially people of Catholic and 
Mohammedan religion.
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Another Croat newspaper, the “Nova Hrvatski”, 
amongst other things says that the enemy must be totally 
wiped out, and that the time is not far off when the peasants 
will again be able to till their land in peace. In many places 
that land has been watered with blood for two years now.

In connection with the struggle against the rebels the 
Croat newspapers give special prominence to the fight for 
Livno. This is a little town on the frontier between Bosnia 
and Dalmatia, which for the second time has been delivered 
from the hands of the partisans by the Axis forces. It is 
one of the oldest towns in the country, having been an 
inhabited place at the time of the Romans. In the course 
of history it passed through many storms, but it was during 
the past two years that it became the scene of he bloodiest 
and most cruel events. Many men, women and children 
were massacred for no other reason than that the population 
refused to side with the rebels. North of Livno lies the 
village of Glamoc where the rebels maintained a hospital 
with about a thousand beds.

From the reports in the Croat Press we gather that 
the fighting is going on in regions hitherto practically devoid 
of human life. The rebels have hidden themselves away in 
trackless forests, where they are dying by the thousands, 
not only at the hands of the Axis troops, but also from 
epidemics.

Some idea of the havoc and destruction wrought by the 
partisans may be gathered from a report in the “Hrvatski 
Narod” According to that report, the number of homeless 
Bosnian peasants roaming about the country and camp
ing by the roadside is growing daily larger. The number 
of these people, who have been deprived of their all and 
driven out of their homes, is now about 40.000. It is a heart
rending spectacle to see these starving women and children 
and helpless men weakly dragging themselves along the 
highways. The once prosperous little township of Livno 
with its five thousand inhabitants has become a total ruin 
in seven months. It has lost most of its population and the 
remaining inhabitants have lost all their property. An 
indemnity of three million kuna was levied by the rebels 
on the town and one of three and a half on the
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surrounding villages. Everything in the shops —  goods to 
the value of twenty-seven million kuna —  was carried 
away, so that nothing remained to supply the inhabitants. 
People of the town were dragged away as hostages. Besides 
this, the rebels took away 25.000 sheep, goats and pigs, 8000 
head of cattle, 6000 hens and poultry, 150 wagons of wheat, 
200 wagons of potatoes, 2 wagons of cabbages, from 15 to 
20 wagons of smoked meat and 30 wagons of fresh meat. 
They also took away 10.000 metres of homespun from the 
inhabitants and a wagon of carded wool, for all of which 
they did not pay a farthing. Besides destroying the villages 
they tortured the inhabitants and killed many of them. From 
Livno alone they took 240 hostages, a large number of whom 
got typhoid and died.

The same cruelty characterizes the behaviour of the 
rebels in other parts of Croatia too. Some idea of the mass 
murders committed by them is given in other reports in the 
Croat newspapers. From them we learn that no fewer than
32.000 children from the towns of Bosnia and Lika (where 
the rebels wrought havoc for more than seven months) 
whose parents had been killed, have been placed in the newly 
established homes for children. These orphan children will 
be brought up by the State. Till now more than 20.000 
orphans have found homes in private families.

In some of the parts of Bosnia laid waste by the rebels 
the most necessary work of building and restoration has 
begun. But in other places destruction was so great that 
the authorities have no idea where to begin the work of 
restoration.

Croat Govemmenet circles are confident that the 
present campaign, which is making such satisfactory 
progress in all the thereatened parts of the country, will soon 
break the resistance of the rebels, and that the whole move
ment can soon be liquidated.
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