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Quite recently the Pozsony Chamber of Industry 
(Western Slovakia) and the Eperjes Chamber of 
Industry and Commerce (Eastern Slovakia) held their 

annual general meetings. A t  both reports on Slovak industry 
and commerce were submitted. In these reports the deve
lopments in Slovakia's industry and commerce in the 
economic year 1942 are faithfully mirrored; and we give 
below a brief summary of those results.

In the part of the report dealing with mining submitted 
to the Pozsony Chamber it was stated that in the economic 
year under review the difficulties of transport and the higher 
freight tariffs had been sorely felt. In the iron industry, as 
regards supplies of raw materials and half-finished goods, 
the same difficulties had obtained as in the previous economic 
year. In this branch of industry the demand for certain 
articles was so great that it was scarcely possible to satisfy 
it. It is interesting to note that the amount of labour available 
in this branch of industry was extremely variable. According 
to the Slovak report this fluctuation was due to the difficult
ies attending the procural of food supplies. When the 
workers see that their food supplies are not assured in a 
given factory, they are forced to look for a job elsewhere. 
In consequence certain factories find themselves constantly 
short of skilled labour. Circumstances in the timber trade 
were more favourable, so that Slovakia's industrial needs 
were supplied. There was also a great demand for Slovak 
wood in the foreign markets; but there were difficulties as 
regards payment in the trade with Germany and the Czech 
Protectorate. There is a great future before the manufacture 
of cellulose in Slovakia; but these prospects cannot be 
exploited until there is a better supply of the raw materials 
required. The cellulose factories expect the competent
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authorities to take radical measures to overcome these 
difficulties, for only thus can any improvement be hoped 
for. Another interesting part of the report is the passage 
informing us that the paper mills complained that they were 
last year badly provided with wood. The brick kilns were 
also poorly supplied with auxiliary raw materials, and had 
difficulty in obtaining sufficient labour. The same applies 
to the stone quarries, which could not be fully exploited 
because of a  dearth of labour. The most serious complaint 
made by the cement industry was the lack of covered trucks 
and also of labour. No change had taken place in the 
chemical industry since the previous year, although the 
shortage of raw and auxiliary materials is beginning to show 
an increasing tendency. Improvement in the textile trade is 
expected to result from the introduction in Slovakia of 
the cultivation of the necessary raw materials.

The report submitted to the Eperjes Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce (Eastern Slovakia) presents a similar picture. 
It states that as from 1938 the number of persons employed 
in the mines of Eastern Slovakia shows a gradual increase. 
Less iron ore was produced in Eastern Slovakia in 1942 
Shat in 1941. One mine produced more and one less manganite 
than in the previous economic year. The Batya Works at 
Batiszfalva, which are now engaged exclusively in producing 
substitute materials, are working to the limit of their capacity 
and are exporting increasing quantities of those materials to 
foreign countries. The cotton mills at Kesmark suffered from 
a lack of raw materials. The Hamori Ironworks at Kassa 
were not able to procure an adequate quantity of scrap-iron 
Because of this it was impossible to exploit their capacity 
of production to the full. The iron-sheeting and tin factories 
in Eastern Slovakia worked at only 50°/o of their capacity. 
Chemical works and artificial manure factories could not 
work at more than 40°/o of their capacity, because of the 
shortage of raw materials. The chicory factory at Eperjes, 
on the other hand, achieved satisfactory results. The timber 
industry in Eastern Slovakia is growing satisfactorily, but 
there are still difficulties in connection with the payment of 
foreign orders.

Commerce and handicrafts suffered from a general lack
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of raw materials. In this respect the retailers of colonial 
goods had the greatest cause for complaint. The manufactu
rers of iron goods also complained that they could not execute 
their orders for lack of raw materials. Sweet shops do not 
get enough goods either; and the report says that they are 
kept going merely by the hope that conditions will improve. 
Butchers' profits are stated to be minimum. Business in 
the leather trade is limited to the quota allowed by the 
authorities. W ork in the bakers' shops is also practically at a 
minimum, and in consequence millers are also working at 
a greatly reduced capacity.

Slovakia is straining every nerve to improve the situ
ation. She is doing all she can to extend the framework of 
her economic or commercial treaties with her neighbours, 
in the first place with Hungary. In the course of recent 
commercial negotiations Hungary agreed to raise the quota 
of the value of the goods to be exchanged between the two 
countries by 100 million Slovak crowns. Therewith Hungary 
will have largely contributed towards helping Slovakia to 
solve the problems caused by the effects of the war on her 
economy and to consolidate her domestic economic situation.
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