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B U L G A R IA

BULGARIAN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Since political life in Bulgaria was placed on a non-Party 

basis, entirely new possibilities of development have been opened 
up for the professional organizations. It is now eight years that 
these organizations are under State control and that their deve
lopment has been assured by means of special laws. It may now 
be asserted that today they are the greatest social factors in 
Bulgarian life.

The General Alliance of Bulgarian Agriculturists is the 
largest professional organization in the country. It was formed 
in February 1937, and since then has assumed gigantic propor
tions. Membership is not compulsory, but all members must pay 
a certain membership fee. By the end of 1941 the Alliance boasted 
of 4099 local branches, called “Zadrug” . Of these 218 were 
bee-keeping and 118 vine-dressing associations. At the end of 
June last a certain decline was noticeable, but progress in the 
newly acquired areas was so striking that today the number of 
local branches numbers 4300.

At the end of 1941 the number of farmers belonging to the 
organization was 1.262.626, of whom 627.418 were Bulgars. This 
number was made up as follows: 594.623 peasants, 7378 bee
keepers, 12.941 market-gardeners and 12.526 vine-dressers. By 
the end of July last the number had risen to 750.000, which 
means that 60 per cent of all Bulgaria's agriculturists are members. 
Three hundred persons are employed by the secretariate and the 
committee.

The Alliance's budget in 1941 was for 52.000.000 levas, of 
which 88 per cent was realized. In 1942 the budget was for
75.000.000 levas, the Alliance, besides this, had at its disposal 
2.023.454 levas representing arrears in membership fees. Its 
health fund amounts to 12.478.359 levas, and it has 42.000.000 
owing to it. Its relief fund has already paid out 60.000.000 levas.

In 1937 the Co-operative Alliance held 85.000 organizing 
meetings, 10.000 conferences and 30.000 lectures. A newspaper 
called the " Somledelska Sadruga" is also published by the 
Alliance. Its circulation amounts to 100.000 copies, and is expected 
to increase to 150.000 this year. The organization of Agricultural 
Co-operatives has set up numerous dispensaries and nursing 
homes. The above-quoted figures show that it is the biggest 
co-operative organization in Bulgaria and that it looks after the
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cultural and economic interests of 80 per cent of the Bulgar 
people. Its achievements are a source of the greatest satisfaction.

The Co-operative Alliance of the Bulgarian Working People 
is the second biggest organization in Bulgaria. This Alliance is 
the general ideological and professional organization of the manual 
workers. It is under State control, co-operates closely with 
other economic organizations, and its aim is to satisfy the economic 
and cultural needs of the working people and protect their 
interests in the field of social justice. In numbers 207.117 mem
bers, 151.693 of whom are men and 55.424 women. The Alliance 
has 75 district societies with 297 ordinary branches, 547 associate 
societies and 3 associate unions. The Workers Co-operative 
Syndicate has held 6456 meetings in seven years, the general 
unions 29.622, the workers’ societies 6591 and the district 
societies 2800. Besides this they achieved the following successes 
in connection with the laws passed during the past six years in 
the field of social legislation: In 1940 the pensions of the 
workmen and officials employed by the State mines were regu
lated, in 1941 the insurance of clerical employees was carried 
through, as was also a law dealing with the erection of houses 
for workmen. In 1941 the workmen were insured and a Decree 
Law, the draft of which was prepared in 1936, was passed. This 
law deals with collective contracts and the methods of settling 
disputes between workers and employers. All these Bills have now 
become law. Besides these the Alliance drew up drafts of the 
following Bills which were then passed: A Bill establishing 
insurance institutions for unskilled workmen, one raising 
their annual paid holiday from seven to fourteen days and one 
doing away with night work for bakers. The Alliance has 51 
theatrical companies, 36 choirs, 22 orchestras, 18 groups of dancers 
and 30 sports associations. The Alliance's publications are read 
by 30.000 Bulgarian families.

The Bulgarian Craftsmen’s Association. In 1934 the Bulga
rian Craftsmen's Association did not number more than 10.634 
members. Today it is the third biggest organization in the country, 
with 98.135 members. Its aim is to promote their welfare, and 
one of its greatest achievements is that it has obtained permission 
for them to import the tools and machines required to improve 
their work customs free. The Bulgarian craftsmen have created 
a pension fund, organized themselves, and their participation in 
the preparation of laws is growing steadily. They have also 
greater aims in view.

The Bulgarian Merchants' Guild is the fourth largest pro
fessional organization in Bulgaria. In 1935 it had only 5000 
members; today they number 84.000. These 84.000 merchants are 
organized in 470 societies. Added to these are the societies in 
the newly acquired territories, whose number at present is not 
ktiown.
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CROATIA

SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN THE INDEPENDENT CROAT STATE
In the Yugoslav era Serb official circles always opposed 

Croatian independence with the argument that it would spell 
disaster for the Croats because they could not solve the problem 
of self-sufficiency. Now that the Croat people have achieved their 
aim, M. Ante Makar, economic councillor, throws the following 
light on this question.

In the first place he points out that Croatia is at war, a 
great part of its arable land cannot be cultivated, what can be 
cultivated cannot be properly tilled for lack of manpower and 
implements, and besides this, the country must provide food for 
a large number of its own soldiers and those of its allies; so the 
situation is quite as difficult in Croatia as in any other country 
at war. If, however, we judge the situation by the standards of 
peace times, the picture is quite different. Taking the figures for 
the years 1929 to 1939 as a standard, we get the following 
results: —

The extent of land under cereals was 1.172.199 cadastral 
yokes, with an average crop of 9.9 quintals per yoke, which gives 
a total of 11.628.955 quintals. The area under maize was 1.060.983 
yokes, with an average crop of 15.2 quintals per yoke, which gives 
a total of 16.218.016 quintals. The potato lands were 141.883 
yokes, with an average crop of 61 quintals, or a total of 8.656.062 
quintals. Pulse was grown among other crops on 500.000 yokes 
giving an average of 1.5 quintals per yoke and pulse alone on 
25.376 yokes with an average crop of 9.2 quintals, the entire 
quantity produced being 992.154 quintals. These four most impor
tant crops are required for human consumption, feeding animals, 
seed, industrial purposes and exportation.

There are about six million people in the Croat State. On 
an average they require per person 100 kilogrammes of cereals, 
150 kilogrammes of maize, 100 kilogrammes of potatoes and 12 
kilogrammes of pulse per annum, with an adequate quantity of 
green vegetables, meat, fat and dairy produce. For seed 170 
kilogrammes of wheat (barley or rye), 120 of oats, 40 of maize, 
17 quintals of potatoes and from 35 to 120 kilogrammes of pulse 
are required per yoke. To this we must add what is required for 
feeding animals. This varies according to whether they are draught 
animals, or fattened animals or animals put out to graze. Taking 
all these things into consideration we get the following results: —

Cereals: seed grain 1.863.545 quintals, for human consumption
6.000.000, for animals 3.212.911, a total of 11.076.456 quintals. If 
we deduct that quantity from the total yield, there remain 
552.500 quintals for industrial and export purposes.

Maize: seed grain 2.412.011 quintals, for human consumption
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9.000. 000, for animals 6.718.311, a total of 16.142.704 quintals.
Deducted from the total yield this leaves a surplus of 75.312 
quintals. '

Potatoes: seed 2.412.001 quintals, for human consumption
6.000. 000, for animals 240.000, a total of 8.652.011, which leaves 
a surplus of 4051 quintals.

Pulse: seed 208.645 quintals, for human consumption 720.000, 
a total of 928.645 quintals, which leaves a surplus of 63.509 
quintals. From the above we see that where the four most impor- 
tatnt crops are in question the problem of self-sufficiency is 
easily solved. And if we consider that in Croatia there is a flood 
area of 500.000 yokes, which, if only the half were reclaimed, 
would add another. 4.000.000 quintals of maize, and that better 
agricultural methods would give much larger crops, it may be 
said that the situation in Croatia is not merely satisfactory, but 
even promising.

H U N G AR Y

BANKING DEPOSITS

According to the figures published by the Hungarian Central 
Statistical Office, the sum total of the deposits in the Post Office 
Savings Bank and the banks belonging to the Central Corporation 
of Banking Institutions was 2.251.000 000 pengo at the end of 
last June. Of this sum 864.200.000 pengo represented savings 
deposits and 1.387.200.000 the sums deposited on current 
accounts. Counting a round 14 and a half million inhabitants, 
this gives an average of 156 pengo per head; but if we count 
only wage-earners, it means about double as much, or something 
like 300 pengo.

At the end of 1939 statistics of the number of savingsbank- 
books in the country were published. At that time there were 
about 610.000 bank-books, issued by the Central Corporation of 
Banking Institutions, in circulation. Seeing that deposits totalled 
135.400.000 pengo, the average for each book was 222 pengo. At 
the same time there were 41.000 current accounts representing
213.300.000, giving an average of 5150 pengo per account. Two- 
thirds of the pass-books issued by the Post Office Savings Bank 
did not contain even 20 pengo each and only 3.9°/o contained more 
than 1000 pengo. There were only 23.000 depositors with savings 
exceeding 1000. It cannot, however, be said that the Savings Bank 
had no large deposits, for there were 8 pass-books each with 
deposits of over 100.000 pengo, and 563 with deposits ranging 
from 10.000 to 100.000.

The number of bank-books issued by other banks does not 
greatly exceed that of those issued by the Post Office Savings
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Bank. At the end of 1938 the number of the former was 928.000, 
or only half as many again as the latter, but the sum total of the 
money deposited on them was 865.000.000, or almost seven times 
as much as the deposits in the Post Office Savings Bank. In this 
case the average amount of deposits was nearly 1000 pengo per pass
book. Deposits business is done chiefly by banks, savings banks 
and credit co-operatives, the last mentioned of which issue some
thing less than one-tenth of all the pass-books and administer 
about 5°/o of the deposits. The average amount of deposits in 
their books is 490 pengo, while in the banks and savings banks 
it is only 25 pengo short of a thousand. There are certain special 
credit banks where the average deposit is 3100, but their deposit 
business is very small, being confined all in all to 2300 pass
books. Hungarian banking laws provide that deposit business 
shall be confined to joint stock company banks, savings banks 
and credit co-operatives.

More than half of the depositors, of the pass-books and 
deposits that is to say, fall to Budapest —  about 56% of the pass
books and two-thirds of the deposits. Statistics show that 
according to the figures published at the end of 1938, Budapest’s 
1.100.000 inhabitants owned 519.000 pass-books (not including 
the several hundred thousand municipal pass-books issued by the 
Post Office Savings Bank), with deposits totalling 573.000.000 
pengo. This means that there was one pass-book to practically 
every wage-earner in the town with an average deposit of 1100 
pengo. To this must be added the sums deposited in the Post 
Office Savings Bank and the sums figuring in current accounts. 
The latter amounted to 909.000.000 pengo at the end of 1938, 
so that savings totalling 2700 pengo fell to every wage-earner in 
the capital.

The sums deposited on current accounts have greatly 
increased. From 1939 till the middle of this year they advanced 
by 60°/o. In 1939 the average monthly increase was 13.600.000 
pengo, in 1941 it was 1.200.000, and this year only May was a 
specially favourable month, when they increased by 23.600.000.

In the fact that the year 1939 was so satisfactory where 
deposits were concerned we see the result of the country's 
growth through the return of the restored areas, which was 
noticeable not only in its increased size, but also in a brisker 
economic life than was possible in Trianon Hungary. In 1940 
there was a falling off probably because of the war. On the other 
hand a very interesting fact emerges, namely, that on the whole 
prices have been stabilized, for if an unbridled rise in prices had 
diminished the purchasing power of the currency the bank deposits 
would have been the first to show a rapid increase, a growth of 
capital which is no capital but merely the sign of a disturbance 
of the equilibrium in prices.
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SERBIA

PREPARATIONS FOR PLANNED AGRICULTURE IN SERBIA
COMPLETE

In Serbia planned agricultural production has been introduced 
by the Government. This was preceded for months beforehand 
by a great propaganda campaign in the Press and the radio. The 
Government has now annouced that all its plans are complete 
and the autumn ploughing is being done according to regulation.

Today nobody in Serbia may plant or sow what he likes, 
only what the authorities prescribe. The whole scheme of planned 
agriculture rests on the shoulders of the agrarian engineers and 
persons who have qualified at the agricultural secondary schools 
and who have now been appointed by the Government to posts 
in all the districts and villages. An agricultural rapporteur has 
been attached to every county office, whose duty it will be to 
control production. He will control the work done by all the 
district rapporteurs, who in turn will supervise the State agri
cultural advisers appointed in the villages, all of whom are 
trained men' with leaving certificates from at least agricultural 
secondary schools, while many of them, especially some refugees, 
are university graduates. These experts have already begun their 
work. Wherever the weather permitted the autumn ploughing has 
been done. Seed grain, selected and ready to be sown, was dis
tributed to the farmers by those agricultural advisers. This year 
Hungarian wheat is being sown in Serbia, especially the Bankut 
kind, which grows well in the Serbian soil.

The Government pins its greatest hopes on the village agri
cultural advisers. On their efforts depends the success of the plan. 
No secret was made of the fact that the Government's aim is 
increased production, which would benefit both the farmers and 
the State. The village agricultural advisers are always at their 
posts, and —  since each has only one village in his charge —  
must visit every house, every farm, every field at least once a 
month. They must direct production, agricultural work that is to 
say, personally, supervise the work of cattle-breeders, give expert 
advice about how to manage wine-cellars, and provide the farmers 
with the right kind of fruit-trees, vines and machines. Then they 
have two other special tasks: they must organize hygiene and 
the economic co-operatives. The development of co-operatives is 
an important item in the Government's programme and is closely 
connected with Serbia's planned economy.
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B U D A P E S T .  
M U N I C I P A L  M I N E R A L  
B A T H S  A N D  S P R I N 3 S
ST. GEl LERT m e d ic in a l  b a t h s  a n d  
HYDROPATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Radio-active thermal springs, 47° C. Firstrate hotel 
with 260 bedrooms. Special prices for full treat
ment. Effervescent swimming-pool. Medical treat
ment. Modern equipment.
Address: Szt. Gellert-ter 1,, Budapest, XI. 
Telephone • 268-800.

RUDAS MEDICINAL BATHS AND HYDRO
PATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Thermal pool and radium baths. Modern hydro
pathic establishment. Dietetic catering. Special 
inclusive terms. Indoors swimming-pool.
Address: Dobrentei-ter 9. Budapest.

SZEGHENYI MEDICINAL BATHS
Sulphur-ic thermal water, 76° centigrade, springing 
from a depth of 1238 metres. Psychotherapy 
department with modern equipment.
Address: Varosliget Budapest.

DRINKING CURES
The Hungaria, Attila and Juventus radio
active springs in the Rudas Park. Splendid 
results in cases of kidney, stomach, intestine and 
gall troubles, high blood pressure and premature 
old age. Ask your doctor!


