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EXPOSE OF PRIME MINISTER AND 
ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER

N IC H O L A S DE K A L L A Y

During the debate on the Prime Ministry Estimates the 
rapporteur and the other speakers dealt primarily 

with nationality and press questions.
M. Nicholas de Kallay, Prime Minister, expressed his 

delight at being able to establish that the unanimity in 
evidence in the nationality question —  a unanimity rising 
above party considerations —  was practically perfect. He 
had approached the non-Magyar nationalities with Magyar 
sincerity, Magyar affection and cordiality. Unfortunately, 
however, he had received from beyond the frontiers of the 
country an answer of an entirely different character, 
though he persisted nevertheless in continuing to follow the 
path he had entered at the outset- Though at times Magyar 
chivalry and nobility was interpreted in certain quarters 
as a token of fear and weakness, he had not allowed himself 
to be disconcerted thereby. Every one, both beyond the frontier 
and at home, should take cognizance of the fact that the 
Hungarian Government would never tolerate anything being 
foisted on it. The Government was prepared to go to great 
lengths in its dealings with the non-Magyar nationalities; 
for it desired to win their support of the Hungarian State 
idea. It had no wish to force them to enter Hungarian State 
life; it merely desired by means of judicious cordiality to 
induce them to participate in the harmony of Hungarian 
life.

‘ ‘The era through which we are passing" —  said M. de 
Kallay —  “makes it difficult for us to concentrate on the 
problem of the nationalities of Hungary in the measure that 
would be desirable and necessary".

He had never included the Germans of Hungary among 
the “nationalities” . The Germans of Hungary had always 
figured in this country as the most eminent and
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uncompromising collaborators of the Magyars There may 
have been differences of opinion; but he himself still 
believed unconditionally —  a belief confirmed by the two 
representatives of the German-speaking citizens who had 
taken part in the debate —  that, though there might be cases 
of friction in small matters, the Magyars could nevertheless 
at all times depend upon the Germans living in their 
country. Not for a moment did he doubt that the power 
and gravitation of Hungarian life would always prove 
strong enough to induce the Germans to be willing partakers 
in this co-operation. The Germans had originally come to 
Hungary to fill up gaps created by the struggles and 
sufferings of the Magyars.

M. Kdllay stressed that he had taken certain measures 
to further the re-patriation of such minorities as were living 
beyond the Hungarian frontier. Quite recently, for instance, 
he had initiated a movement for the re-patriation of the 
Magyar minority —  some 100— 120,000 souls —  living in 
Croatia. He was endeavouring to adjust this question with 
the assistance of the Croatian Government. For that reason 
he could not find words sufficiently severe to condemn the 
action of certain Hungarian deputies who had been expelled 
or had fled from Hungary in agitating against the Hungarian 
idea. He could not possibly approve of these agitators being 
allowed to visit workers living in a country on friendly terms 
with Hungary and to incite those workers against the 
Hungarian State idea and the Hungarian conception. One 
agitator of the kind was Siito, a former deputy. He believed 
in the victory of the Axis Powers and in the realization 
of Hungary’s legitimate claims.

M. Kdllay also presented an expose as acting Foreign 
Minister. Above all he emphasised that Hungary had brought 
her own interests into harmony with those of Europe, which 
she was serving loyally. Hungary was fighting a war of 
self-defence to safeguard Christian civilization and was 
supporting her Allies gallantly and faithfully. The war 
effort of the Hungarian National Defence Army was an 
unselfish one, seeing that Hungary did not aspire to any 
territorial advantages. Hungary was not inspired by hatred 
of any other country; she was fighting in the spirit of her 
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historical traditions and with unswerving devotion to the 
Christian inheritance of the Magyar people. The lion’s share 
of the fighting devolved upon Germany and Italy, —  those 
two Powers which had always shown —  were still showing 
and would always show —  a full understanding of Hungary's 
struggle against the injustices of Trianon. The Hungarian 
people was defending Christian civilization both within the 
frontiers of the country and beyond those frontiers. Hungarian 
foreign policy had for its object the defence of the mosi 
vital interests of the whole nation; and for that reason there 
was no room in this field for party considerations: he himself 
too refusing to recognize the existence of such considerations 
in this field. The office of Foreign Minister was in most 
European States held by the Prime Minister, seeing that 
today the duties of the two departments were practically 
inseparable.

“Members have" —  continued the Prime Minister —  
“referred to the existence here of foreign movements. 
Perhaps it would be out of place for us —  the sovereign 
Hungarian State —  to adopt the course of watching very 
closely those movements. It would be out of place, for then 
we should have to enter a path which would lead to my 
possibly furnishing an excuse for ministerpretation, if only 
in view of the loyalty to our Allies which I regard as 
binding on myself. W e  are told of the significance of these 
movements. I cannot discover —  nor am I anxious to discover 
—  the means of watching these movements. Hungarian 
interests, Hungarian considerations or Hungarian justice 
cannot be entrusted to the decision of coffee-house 
politicians. When the time comes, only the power of the 
nation and the justice of its cause will be admitted to the 
forum where the decisions will be taken.”

Both speeches of the Prime Minister were received by 
the House of Deputies with a cordial ovation.
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