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In earlier reports an exchaustive description was given of 
the many different kinds of work being done by the Hun
garian authorities and economic organizations in order to 

provide Transylvania with electric energy. In a recent issue 
of the German economic magazine, the “ Siidost Economist", 
Dr. Ernest Haidegger, president of the General Alliance of 
Electrical Works in Hungary, published an extremely inte
resting article about the great plans to be carried out in this 
direction, some of which are already in process of being 
realized.

There are no considerable coalfields in the restored 
parts of Transylvania and Eastern Hungary, and therefore the 
exploitation of what is called “white coal” (i. e. water-power) 
is of the greatest importance. The rivers of Transylvania do 
not afford the same possibilities of constructing dams as do 
those of Sub-Carpathia, but they nevertheless represent 
valuable, even if scattered, sources of energy. In one respect 
the situation in Transylvania may be said to be more favo
urable, for the establishment of water-power plans can be 
effected by degrees, and it is not necessary to invest to much 
capital or employ too much labour all at once. Of special 
importance is the water-power of the Upper Maros and its 
tributaries, aleo of the Szamos, the Gorgeny and the upper 
reaches of the Olt. The twenty years of Rumanian rule are 
responsible for the circumstance that despite its water-power 
the electrification of Transylvania is still in such a backward 
stage. While in Hungary 71% of the population live in towns 
and villages supplied with electricity, this is true of only 20% 
of the population of the restored parts of Transylvania. The 
latter area with its ample water-power does not generate 
more than 14.000.000 kilowatts of electric current, which is
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astonishingly little compared with the 45.500.000 kilowatts 
generated by steam, gas and petrol dynamos. Of the total 
energy produced the quota per head is only 36.3 kilowatts 
in Transylvania, whereas it is 160 in Hungary. The neglected 
state of the restored areas where electrification is concerned 
is striking and was caused by the indolence and carelessness 
of the Rumanian regime.

If we examine what the most urgent tasks to be performed 
in Transylvania in the sphere of electrification are, we shall 
see that they fall into thre major groups: —

1. The highly industrialized area of Nagybanya certainly 
demands further development. For this purpose the valuable 
water-power at Nagyilonda is available. Electric energy from 
the current obtainable from the rivers Talabor and Nagyag 
in Subcarpathia might also be used to supply this district 
with electricity. Last year the East Hungarian Electrical 
Company founded jointly by the Hungarian State and the 
Italian Fiat Works began the building of a large power- 
station for the purpose of exploiting the energ represented 
by those rivers. The power-station, which is to cost a large 
sum, will be ready some time next year. Co-operation between 
power stations on the Talabor and Nagyag rivers and at 
Nagyilonda promises to be fruitful, not only where Nagybanya 
is concerned, but also from the point view of districts farther 
away.

2. The second district that is in urgent need of electric 
energy is Szeklerland. To cope with this task, at the sugges
tion of the Ministry of Industry there has been formed the 
Szeklerland Electrical Company, to the foundation of which 
the State, local capital, the Transylvanian Industrial Labo
urers' Organization Institute and almost all Hungary's electric 
plants contributed. The new company proposes to build a big 
power-station that would generate electricity partly from the 
natural gas lately discovered at Erdoszentgyorgy and partly 
from the water-power of the rivers Maros and Gorgeny. It 
will also set up long-distance cables capable of transmitting 
60.000 volts, which would supply with electric current the 
valleys of the Kiikiillo, Olt and Maros, the district, that is 
to say, that extends from the most south-easterly comer of 
the country to near Marosheviz.
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3. The capital town of Transylvania, Kolozsvar, would 
also require considerably more electric current than is at 
present available, especially now that the new frontier has 
cut the river Hidegszamos off from the town. The deficiency 
thus caused has a perceptibly adverse effect on the economic 
development of Kolozsvar, besides signifying an additional 
charge of 18.000 tons of coal on Hungary's coal supplies. A 
new power-station capable of prooducing from 20.000 to 25.000 
kilowatts must therefore be set up on the Melegszamos. This 
would also certainly play a role in the co-operation between 
Kolozsvar and Des.

On 6th August the Szeklerland Electrical Company held 
its first general meeting. The capital of 15.000.000 pengo 
originally contemplated was over-subscribed, so that it was 
raised to 20.000.000. This unusually succesful economic 
undertaking was launched by the Budapest Chamber of Com
merce and Industry. The first general meeting was opened 
by M. Joseph Varga, Minister for Commerce and Industry. 
In his opening speech he said:—

“ We are here to found an enterprise. But behind this 
simple fact we are launching an economic process that in its 
importance goes far beyond the limits of a mere enterprise. 
We are establishing an electrical company the task of which 
will be, not only to supply Szeklerland with electricity, but 
also, by doing so, to promote the industrialization of that 
region. We cannot ensure industrial development unless we 
provide industry with suitable means of communication and 
a good supply of energy. Since the restoration of these areas 
much has been done in the way of improving communications. 
Most of the roads have been repaired and new ones built. By 
the end of autumn we shall have opened the railway line be
tween Szeretfalva and Deda, and we are now taking the initial 
steps to provide Szeklerland with adequate energy. It is our 
intention to supply this part of the country with ample elect
rical energy for all the existing and growing small and cottage 
industries, for the smaller number of large factories and for 
any other branch of industry likely to prosper here. The energy 
required for the establishment of new plants is available. If 
the first place we shall make use of gas, that being the 
source of energy which can be most easily and economically
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employed. But while we are planning for the Szeklerland 
Electrical Company to build a power-station using gas near 
Erdoszentgyorgy or Marosvasarhely, we are also studying 
the question of establishing power-stations using water in 
other parts of Transylvania and Szeklerland. The success of 
our plans to lay the economic foundations of the restored 
areas and develop their latent possibilities, depends on an 
adequate supply of energy, a rational use of the energy at 
hand, and the procural of the necessary capital."

M. Varga next went on to thank the Prime Minister and 
the Minister of Finance for their co-operation. He asked the 
Szeklers for their support, and stressed the point that the 
Company had been formed in a spirit of national collabo
ration.

At the Minister's suggestion the general meeting elected 
M. Stephen Petery, chief of a ministerial department and 
head of the section in the Ministry of Finance dealing with 
manufacturing industries and energy, as chairman of the 
Company. M. Petery outlined his own ideas and pointed out 
that the formation of the Szeklerland Electrical Company 
was an economic event unprecedented in the more than 50 
years' history of Hungarian electricity. The restored parts of 
Transylvania and Eastern Flungary were in a very backward 
state so far as electrification was concerned. Upon this big 
new enterprize would devolve the task of improving those 
conditions and of raising the supply of electric energy in the 
restored parts of Transylvania to the level of the mother- 
country.
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