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In the history of the Magyars ten centuries ago we find a 
highly interesting contradiction which has so far not been 
adequately explained. For ten centuries ago a people 

possessing a nomadic culture arrived in Europe from terri
tories with an Asiatic nomadic culture, and immediately 
after its arrival began to expand the influence and sphere of 
the culture of Western Europe eastwards towards Asia. 
This people immediately turned its back on Asiatic influences 
and wedged its body as a bulwark of defence or an insulating 
substance in between Europe and Asia —  naturally to the 
advantage and for the benefit of Europe.

And now let us see how the Magyars expanded thin 
influence and sphere of European culture eastwards towards 
Asia. When the Magyars arrived in the Danube Basin, they 
found living within the territories encircled by the Danube 
and the Carpathians peoples possessing two divergent 
standards of culture. In the valleys of the Carpathians Slavs 
were living in a tribal organization. It was only ocasionally 
—  and with considerable historical interruptions —  that these 
tribes proved able to establish State organizations. The 
weakest point about them was that their culture diverged 
entirely from the urban culture of Roman and Latin origin 
which had developed in the Lowland plains flanking the 
Danube and at the foot of the mountains fringing the Basin. 
The contrast was so stupendous that they were quite incapable 
of understanding this urban culture. From the mountains
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forming the peripheries of the country they occasionally made 
inroads into the lowlands; but the fortresses resisted all 
their attempts to reduce them. These tribes proved unable 
to absorb the bourgeosie of Roman origin. All the Slav tribes 
achieved was that they disrupted the economic unity of the 
once economically flourishing province of Pannonia, 
destroying the great highways passing through the country 
and connecting East and West, South and North.

What now follows will show how completely the Slavs 
failed to understand or appreciate European culture. 
Christianity was propagated among the Slavs of the 
Carpathians simultaneously by two Slav missionaries of 
Bulgarian origin —  Cyril and Method. What the two Slav 
bishops were anxious to spread among the inhabitants of the 
slopes of the Carpathians was not, however, the Latin 
Christian culture of Rome; what they desired to do was to 
introduce in the territory between the Carpathians and the 
Danube the Eastern Slavized culture developed under the 
influence of Byzantium. They were anxious to attach this 
territory to Asia both in respect of Church organization and 
politically; had they succeeded in doing so, Asiatic culture 
would have penetrated as far as the central and upper 
reaches of the Danube.

What that would have meant from the point of view of 
European cultural policy, it is unnecessary to explain in 
detail; it is far more interesting and instructive to ascertain 
why the shrinking of the limits of Europe and its exclusion 
from the Danube Basin never ensued? It was the Magyars 
who were responsible for the maintenance and further 
development of European culture in the Danubian territories. 
The fact is particularly worth noting that, being a 
nomadic people of horsemen, the Magyars had maintained 
a lively trade with Pannonia and the other European 
provinces centuries before their settlement in Europe. The
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Magyars had therefore long been familiar with the 
economic value and the economically highly-developed 
character of the Middle Danube Basin. The sight of the 
higly-developed economic life of this territory had long made 
the Magyars anxious to settle in the Danube Basin; for that 
economic living-space was ever present to the memories of 
the Asiatic Magyars in the character of a land flowing with 
milk ond honey.

When the Magyars crossed the Carpathians and arrived 
in Pannonia, they found the utmost anarchy prevailing in that 
province. The towns and fortified places lived in absolute 
isolation. As a consequence of the migration of the peoples 
and the fluctuating movements of the Slav tribes, all 
commercial connections had ceased — even among themselves. 
The Magyars, however, immediately set to work to organize 
this territory. H o w  rem a rk able that S tep h en , the first Christian  

kin g  o f H u n ga ry, the son  of a heathen prince, D u k e G eza , 

ed u ca ted  as he had b een  in the culture o f a nation o f nom adic  

h orsem en , sh ou ld  n ot o n ly  h ave rein fo rced  the culture o f the 

tow n s o f P annonia, bu t sh ou ld  him self h ave crea ted  and  

organ ized  urban s e tt le m e n ts !! He introduced Magyars into 
the ancient Roman ca stella , where he established bishoprics 
and built churches. Leaving Byzantine influence behind him, 
he turned to Rome and definitively joined his country in 
respect of its organization to Rome. The significance of his 
action and of his rule from the point of view of European 
cultural policy is that it expanded the boudaries of Europe 
eastwards. The Magyar towns were the easternmost bulwarks 
of European culture. In the whole territory between Pecs 
(then known by its Latin name of “ Q u in que E cclesia e“ ) and 
Constantinople there was no trace whatsoever of urban settle
ment. Pecs was therefore the last European town; and it vied 
in importance with the city of Vienna, To the east of Pecs, 
right up to the gates of Constantinapole, there stretched a
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wide expanse of forests and wastes over which there scudded 
and wandered wild hordes of Slavs living in tribal organi
zations.

T h e S lavs still recall the essential fea tu re o f the positive  

E uropean  role o f the M a g ya rs in its negative form . The Slavs 
— in particular the Slovaks, the Croatians and the Serbians, 
as well as the Slavized Rumanians — still feel outraged that 
this strange people so readily receptive of European culture 
should more than ten centuries ago have settled in Central 
Europe. Slav historians and publicists dealing with the actual 
political problems of the day are for ever stressing that the 
Magyars disrupted the unity of the Slav peoples in Central 
Europe. Quite recently, within the framework of a series of 
historical reminiscences, the Slovak Press wrote in high 
appreciaiton of the beneficial activity of the Slav apostles 
Cyril and Method. The Slovak Press also wrote that these 
two apostles were engaged in spreading Byzantine Christian 
culture on the shores of the Danube. Regret was also ex
pressed that this culture had failed to take root in the territory 
encircled by the Danube and the Carpathians. H a d  the 

m issionary w ork  and the w ork  of organization of th ese tw o  

a p ostles su cceed ed , E u rop e  w ou ld  have b ecom e R ussianized  

as tar as the M id d le  D an ube or, perhaps, even  farther W e s t ,  

and w ou ld  still bear that character.
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