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In the past Hungary was a classical example in Central 
Europe of the peaceful symbiosis of minorities and ethnic 
groups. When, more than a thousand years ago, the 

Magyars settled in the central basin of the Danube, they at 
once realized that this region would have to be converted 
into a framework of symbiosis for several peoples of divers 
races. The kings of the House of Arpad organized an ex
ceptionally wealthy kingdom which served as a channel of 
intercourse between the commerce of Central Europe and the 
districts flanking the Mediterranean, as well as the Middle 
and Far East. In this situation the Magyars had every 
opportunity to thoroughly master the art of intercourse with 
a number of peoples.

It is interesting to note however the fact that the opinion 
inculcated in the minds of certain countries runs absolutely 
counter to this fact. This is true above all of the Western 
countries, where by the aid of a campaign of propaganda 
instituted by them prior to the first and the second Great 
Wars the Czechs endeavoured to disseminate the belief that 
the Magyars have in Central Europe played the part of 
veritable slave-masters. People in those Western countries 
failed to see that thereby the Czechs were pursuing an 
imperialistic policy. This people numbering some five million 
souls is destined, alike by its history and by its economic 
and numerical strength, to confine itself to the centre of the 
Bohemian Basin; nevertheless, during the first Great War 
the Czechs did everything in their power — making efforts 
beyond their strength and their capabilities — to break out 
of their settlements and force their way into Central Europe. 
They left no stone unturned to cajole the Slovaks into 
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supporting their policy. The part assigned by them to the 
Slovaks was to serve as their Luciferian foothold on which 
they might take their stand in their attempt to overthrow the 
thousand-year-old system of the Central European State 
organization of the Magyars. The Slovaks had to be 
persuaded that previously they had lived in slavery and that 
they had no future in store for them except in brotherly 
unity with the Czechs.

During the twenty years of this brotherly unity the 
Slovaks had opportunities galore of probing at their own 
cost the sincerity of the brotherly feelings of the Czechs. 
During the short-lived existence of the Czecho-Slovak 
Republic the imperialistic aims of the Czechs were revealed 
in their naked reality to the eyes of all the peoples of Europe. 
They were compelled to withdraw from the central basin of 
the Danube; for they had sinned against the natural laws 
of this region which were the result of ten centuries of 
unbroken development and had disturbed the traditional 
connections of the peoples living there.

Once the Czechs had retreated —  like some defeated 
army leaving the field it has lost —  from the central basin 
of the Danube, there ensued a gradual re-assertion of the 
thousand-years-old tradition of symbiosis among the peoples 
inhabiting that territory.

We are now in a position to note certain phases of this 
development. The fact must indeed be established that the 
propaganda carried on by the Czechs against the Magyars 
did certainly make an impression upon the Slovaks. For, 
although they had shaken off the yoke of the twenty years 
of Czech rule, in many respects they nevertheless adopted 
the frame of mind of the people which had dominated them. 
And that is not to be wondered at; for it was during the 
days of the Czecho-Slovak Republic that the Slovaks passed 
through the hard school of development from the situation 
of an ethnic group to that of a nation. And, though they 
expelled the Czechs from their own settlements, they adopted 
the historical viewpoint of their former masters. Thus, though
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they had withdrawn from the country, the Czechs had left 
behind them the memory of their presence, as Lucifer’s 
appearance was followed by a smell of sulphur. It is however 
indubitable that the Slovaks as a people are more realistically 
disposed than the Czechs, and that historical realism will 
sooner or later resume the place due to it in the minds of the 
Slovaks.

The Magyars instinctively began to assert their traditional 
power of organization the moment the Czechs had withdrawn 
from the central basin of the Danube. This work of 
organization was not effected without a hitch. The traditions 
had to some extent passed into oblivion; and time was needed 
for the purpose of again rendering those traditions conscious, 
and of removing from them the dust and debris deposited 
upon them by the twenty years of Czech interference in the 
Danube region.

Of late the foreign policy of Hungary in the Danube 
area has begun to re-assume a distinctively Central-European 
aspect. There are many evidences of this fact in the relations 
between Slovakia and Hungary. Take, for instance, the visit 
to Slovakia of M. Anthony Ullein-Reviczky, Hungarian Press 
Chief, minister plenipotentiary and envoy extraordinary; 
though that visit was of a purely private character, M. Ullein- 
Reviczky nevertheless generously embraced the opportunity 
—  electing to ignore the anti-Magyar excesses of recent 
times — to lay the foundations of a symbiosis of the two 
peoples in the spirit of the thousand-year-old traditions. This 
visit of the Hungarian Press Chief knocked hostile propaganda 
on the head; that propaganda having branded the foreign 
policy of Hungary as an attempt to enforce imperialistic 
aims. Thus, the visit of the Press Chief dissipated many 
clouds of false suggestion and had the beneficial effect of 
a freshening shower of rain.

Following on this visit we find a whole series of noble 
gestures on the part of Hungary. The Hungarian Government, 
for instance, has returned to Slovakia the archives of the
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Slovensko. Matica confiscated some time back. The assets of 
this association were originally seized owing to the pan-Slav 
agitation carried on by it. For the Czech pan-Slav agitators 
filtered through the White Carpathians long before the out
break of the first Great War and endeavoured to cajole the 
Slovaks into supporting the imperialistic aims of Czech and 
Russian policy. What the Czech and Slovak pan-Slav 
politicians had in view was, after the subversion of order 
in Central Europe, to choose a Romanov as king in the 
Danube Basin. Had their dream materialized, today the line 
of the Danube would probably be in Russian hands. The 
Slovak Matica was the headquarters of the agitation; that 
is why it had to be placed under a ban. And now, by 
returning the archives which had been confiscated by judicial 
warrant, Hungary is at it were surrendering the proofs of 
the errors of the quondam Slovak pan-Slav agitators, which 
it recalls with feelings of sorrow.

At the same time Hungary permits the absolutely 
unrestricted organization of the Slovak elements which were 
re-incorporated in Hungary when the Magyar territories of 
the Highlands were re-annexed. The Slovaks set to work 
without delay to establish their political organizations. The 
liberty to organize accorded them has been extended also to 
the small number of villages in Southern Hungary the 
populations of which consist of Slovaks. The Slovaks of 
Hungary have also been permitted freely to develop their 
schools and their cultural life. The Slovak cultural organiza
tions are enabled to display so intensive an activity that 
even the Slovak papers published in Slovakia have ex
pressed an astonished admiration.

The development of the community of all peoples must 
be effected gradually; this is the case also with that of the 
Slovaks of Hungary. The Hungarian Government is not 
throwing any obstacles in the way of this development; is 
on the contrary helping to enhance its character. The most 
striking illustration of this circumstance is to be found in 
the case of the Slovak Press of Hungary. After the re-
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incorporation of the Magyar areas the Slovaks living in 
those areas found themselves in a situation which was to a 
certain extent transitional in character. The work of 
organizing their community life could only be begun 
gradually. The Slovaks from the very outset had three 
weekly and several other periodicals of their own. And when 
the community of the Slovaks of Hungary attained con
solidation and expanded its organization, it became necessary 
also to increase their press. The Hungarian Government 
naturally raised no objections, sanctioning the appearance 
several times weekly of one of the weeklies, the “ Slovenska 
Jednota” . And when the Slovaks of Hungary were already 
in a position to maintain a daily of their own, the Hungarian 
Government gave permission for the "Slovenska Jednota” to 
be converted into a daily paper. We see, then, that the 
Hungarian Government is granting every facility to further 
the development of community life. And, while establishing 
this fact, we must stress that in doing so that Government 
is not merely granting an ephemeral favour, but is simply 
carrying into effect the traditions of the thousand-year 
Hungarian policy inspired by the principles laid down by 
St. Stephen, the first King of Hungary,
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