
THE NUMBER OF M AGYARS IN CROATIA
BY

ALEXANDER BESENYO

D
uring recent decades official statements have dealt 
very unfairly and in a most senseless manner with the 
number of Magyars living within the territory of the 

independent Croatian State. It is all the more encouraging 
to see that the “ Deutsche Zeitung in Kroatien", a paper 
appearing in Croatia, has now given the number of Magyars 
living in that country at a figure very nearly approaching the 
actual strength of that minority as announced by the Ma
gyars themselves. This Croatian organ estimates the number 
of Magyars at 85—90.000 souls. On the Hungarian side this 
number has been consistently referred to as the lowest figure 
acceptable as that showing the number of Magyars in Croatia. 
It is gratifying to see that the justice of the Hungarian 
cause is already beginning to make headway, and that it 
is becoming more and more widely realised that the 
nationality statistics of the Succession States were reduced 
to such small figures by the aid of falsification. The new 
Census taken among the inhabitants of the liberated terri
tories has everywhere confirmed the accuracy of the Hun
garian data. We have had to wait long —  very long — for 
this confirmation. It was a difficult task to fight against the 
distortions of twenty years. It had been a case of three 
against one. The Serbs, Czechs and Rumanians exploited the 
credulity of the civilised world and abused the confidence 
reposed in them. Today, at long last, the truth has come to 
light. In the whole course of our twenty years’ work of 
enlightenment not once was it proved that our data were 
inaccurate. And now our accuracy has been confirmed in 
Croatia too.

In 1910 the number of Magyars in Croatia-Slavonia was 
105.948. The Serbian Census of 1921 reduced the quota of 
Magyars in this territory by one-third, placing the strength
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of that minority at 70.024. The figures of the Serbian Census 
were endorsed also by the official Croatian statement issued 
in 1941. The Serbs treated the Croatians too very unfairly 
when taking their censuses; a circumstance which the Croa
tians never failed to emphasise. Indeed, they never accepted 
as authentic the data referring to them. It is therefore 
incomprehensible why they should have identified themselves 
with the injustice perpetrated against the Magyars, though 
the latter had identified themselves in their turn with the 
attitude of mistrust and repudiation assumed by the Croa
tians in connection with the Serbian statistics. Now, if we 
cannot accept as authoritative basis the figures given by the 
Serbs or the official statement of the Croatians either, which 
simply reproduced the data of the Serbian Census, we must 
try to find some reliable and objective source calculated to 
guide us aright in this question. And this source is the Hun
garian Census of 1910, which we have already referred to; 
and that Census places the number of Magyars at 105.948. 
On the occasion of the successive Censuses held every ten 
years the number of Magyars showed a continuous increase: 
between 1880 and 1890 the number of Magyars living in 
Croatia-Slavonia showed an increase of 27.000; the increase 
of that number between 1890 and 1900 being 21.000; and 
that between 1900 and 1910 being 15.000. We may therefore 
safely accept the evidence so strikingly offered by the 
earlier censuses, —  viz. that the increase was continuous 
and always on a large scale. This uniformity of development 
was in evidence also between 1910 and 1918, the year in 
which the change of rule ensued. The ratio of increase in 
the several decades was not however of a uniform character. 
We may in consequence presume that this ratio remained 
in force in the last decade before the change of rule too, 
and that the increase between 1910 and 1918 must have 
been one of roughly 10.000. We see then that the numbed 
of Magyars living in Croatia-Slavonia was roughly 115.000.

Thus, the number of Magyars ‘ ‘spirited away” by the 
1921 Serbian Census was still larger —  some 45.000 — that 
being one-third of the total number of Magyar inhabitants. 
W e are quite ready to admit that after the change of rule 
there was a decline in the number of Magyars. This decline
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was due to the operation of two factors, —  1. the expulsion 
of Magyars and 2. the dissimilation of Magyars.

Yugoslavia drove large numbers of Magyars from the 
territories acquired by annexation, doing so by means of 
persecution. The persons thus driven out of the country by 
persecution were mostly former public employees of the 
Hungarian State. In the territory of Croatia-Slavonia there 
were no Magyar public employees except those in the 
service of the railways and the "Julian" school organisation: 
and there were not many of the latter; for that very reason 
the number of Magyars expelled from the territory of 
Croatia-Slavonia was not particularly large. That number 
may be estimated as 6— 7.000. The number of Magyars living 
in Croatia-Slavonia on the occasion of the 1921 Serbian 
Census was therefore roughly 108.000.

The natural increase among the Magyars of Croatia- 
Slavonia continued also between 1921 and 1941. Seeing that 
the Magyars lived in unfavourable circumstances, we must 
determine this natural increase during that period (20 years) 
at a minimum figure; we shall estimate it at 6— 7000: and 
the figure obtained as a result corresponds to the original 
number of Magyars shown in 1918, the natural increase 
calculated by us as ensuing during this period of twenty 
years corresponding exactly to that of the Magyars driven 
out of the country by the Serbs.

A dissimilation of Magyars in a foreign environment and 
in an exceptionally unfavourable political, cultural and 
economic situation, may be taken as absolutely comprehensible 
and inevitable. For the Magyars of Croatia were deprived 
of 100 elementary schools; their political organisation was 
made impossible: and they were subjected to ruthless persecu
tion in economic and political respects. We may presume 
that under such circumstances the highest scale of the dis
similation in evidence in other territories too ensued in the 
territory of Croatia-Slavonia: this highest ratio of dissimila
tion being almost 15% of the total number of inhabitants. 
Now, if we take into account also this ratio of dissimilation, 
the number of Magyars in Croatia must have still been at 
least 100.000. The most pessimistic calculation reduces this 
number to 90.000; but even this figure far exceeds the figures
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given by the Serbs and Croatians, which estimate the number 
of Magyars living in Croatia at not more than 70.000.

In 1910 Magyars were to be found in large numbers 
in three counties of Croatia-Slavonia, —  in County Veroce 
(37.656 souls), in Syrmia (29.552 souls) and in County 
Pozsega (14.224). There were 126 villages in which groups 
of Magyars over 100 strong were living. There were there
fore 90.000 Magyars living in Croatia in large groups ensur
ing them possibilities of leading an independent cultural and 
economic life and of independent political activity. There 
were groups of Magyars exceeding 500 but not exceeding 
1000 in number living in 40 townships (parishes); and there 
were groups of Magyars exceeding 1000 in number living 
in 23 townships (parishes). The number of Magyars living 
in scattered groups less than a hundred in number was only 
15.000; as a consequence there was no excessive danger of 
their being eventually absorbed by their Croat or Slavonian 
environment.

Taking as our basis the Serbian Census of 1921, we find 
104 parishes (villages) where the number of Magyar inhabi
tants exceeded 200. In such villages there are a sufficient 
number of children to justify the establishment of a Magyar 
section attended by 25— 30 children. And even the Yugoslav 
educational ordinances offered legal possibilities of taking 
such a measure; but the practical carrying into effect of the 
provisions of those ordinances was obstructed during the whole 
period of Yugoslav rule, right down to the moment when 
the Yugoslav State collapsed. After the Croato-Serbian agree
ment Macek and his party consented to the establishment 
of Magyar schools; but the practical realisation of the 
scheme was never effected, chiefly owing to a dearth of 
Magyar teachers. And in any case this concession was 
exploited as a political bait; the object being to win the 
sympathy and support of the Magyars —  to ensure the 
Magyars in the Baranya Triangle and in the region between 
the Danube and the Tisza taking sides with the Croatians 
and bringing with them the magyarophile Bunyevatz and 
Shokatz nationalities. For no teachers could be found to 
teach in the Magyar schools; during twenty years hardly a 
single teacher who was Magyar by language was trained in
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the Yugoslav teachers' training colleges. In the townships 
(parishes) where the number of Magyar inhabitants exceeded 
500 — and particularly in those where that quota exceeded 
1000 — it would be possible to establish several classes. 
And in some parishes there would be an adequate number 
of Magyar pupils in all classes. Prior to the change of rule 
there were 100 Magyar elementary schools functioning in 
Croatia-Slavonia and Bosnia. Several types of secondary 
schools —  e. g. gymnasiums (or grammar-schools), commer
cial and city schools — should also be allotted to the Ma
gyars, who number over 100.000 souls. And a Magyar sec
tion should be attached to one of the Croatian teachers' 
training colleges, students to be admitted at least every four 
years. It is not our intention to deal exhaustively here with 
all the minimum demands which might justly be put forward 
by a Magyar minority numbering over 100.000 —  particularly 
when we remember that these Magyars are living on 
ancestral soil: in our present article we have confined 
ourselves to ascertaining the number of Magyars living in 
Croatia.
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