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T he restoration of Upper Hungary and Subcarpathia has 
greatly facilitated the modem development of our 
agriculture in so far as it made a general solution of 

the problem of irrigation possible. At a lecture arranged in 
Kassa the Royal Hungarian General Irrigation Bureau 
explained the Government’s extensive plans, which when 
completed in a few years' time will make irrigation possible 
on three hundred thousand cadastral acres. For the erection 
of irrigation barrages alone 80.000.000 pengd have been 
appropriated. In order to counteract the great summer 
droughts 250.000.000 cubic metres of water will be stored 
in the reservoir in the Tarac Valley, and much more than 
that along the Viso in Northern Transylvania, where from 
this valley, the length of which is five or six kilometres, about 
1000.000.000 cubic metres of water will be conducted to the 
thirsty fields of the Great Plain. In a short time Hungary 
will have made great strides in her effort to keep pace with 
the agricultural progress of the Western States of Europe.

The Administration is devoting much attention to 
perfecting the network of roads in the restored areas. In 
the Budget for 1942 of County Abauj-Toma road-building 
figures with 1.352.034 pengd. To repair the damage done to 
Kassa by the Soviet air raid in June the town has received 
an emergency grant of 40.000 pengd, which brings the sum 
total of the emergency grants made to it up to 240.000. 
Thanks to this generous provision the repairs will soon be 
completed.

Besides this the town of Kassa is preparing to invest 
much larger sums than last year in keeeping the streets and 
squares in good repair and also in beautifying the town. 
For these purposes 873.000 pengd have been appropriated 
in next year's Budget, a sum equivalent to 13.35% of the
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total expenditure of the town. Gas will gradually give place 
io electric light, so that by next year the streets will all 
be lighted by electricity.

But the Municipal Council of Kassa is not concerned 
solely with improving externals; with a keen sense of the 
gravity of the social problems it has decided to spend con
siderably more on poor relief, and next year's Budget sets 
apart 430.000 pengo —  or 100.000 more than last year — 
for this purpose. The Ministry of the Interior has made a 
grant of 17.000 pengo to County Abauj-Torna for the winter 
soup kitchens, and the Green Cross health service will 
provide 480 poor children with food for 100 or 120 days 
from the middle of January.

Realizing the requirements of our age, the Municipal 
Council has appropriated nearly 300.000 pengo in next year’s 
Budget for public health services. Much importance is 
attached to the extension of the so-called prophylactic 
institutions, to the establishment of institutes for the care of 
tuberculotics and persons suffering from venereal dieseases, 
to the systematic protection of mothers and babies and to 
dentistry in the schools. Considerable sums are to be spent 
on the maintenance of daynurseries and creches as well as 
on summer holidays, free meals and milk for children.

It was partly thanks to the self-sacrificing generosity of 
the people of the County that Kassa was able to send out 
the first Hungarian iterinary consulting station. This modem 
motorized dispensary will be used to examine persons 
suffering from lung dieseases, and with the aid of the 
perfectly equipped central institution in the town itself, it 
will meet all requirements. By means thereof the County 
will be able to keep an eye on the health of the populations 
of 219 villages where it would otherwise be impossible to 
attend to the sick for lack of funds to establish separate 
and permanent institutes for the care of tuberculotics.

The villages around Szikszo are organizing a district 
health patrol with Szikszo as headquarters. This is eloquent 
proof that all classes of society are beginning to realize that 
health institutes are indispensable.

One of the most considerable items of Kassa’s next 
year's Budget is the sum set apart for cultural purposes.
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Since 1939 cultural expenses have risen by 300.000 pengo, 
so that for next year 662.000 pengo have been appropriated 
for them. Besides maintaining schools and museums, sub
sidizing the denominations and assisting the theatres, it is 
proposed next year to repair the theatre and the steeple of 
the Cathedral and publish ancient documents belonging to 
the town.

The Ministry of Religion and Public Education has 
issued a grant of 25.000 pengo for building purposes to the 
Roman Catholic parish at Tornyosnemet, another of 4500 
pengo to the village of Jaszmindszent for the repairs and 
expenses of the State elementary school and 400 pengo for 
repairs to the State elementary school at Janok. A new, 
roomy boardschool at Abaujszanto will also be built with 
the help of a State grant.

The Hungarian Administration gave further proof of its 
generous attitude towards- the nationalities when it made 
provision for the Ruthenian theatrical company of Sub- 
carpathia. Thanks to the generosity of the Government 
Commissioner for Subcarpathia the Ruthenian theatrical 
company received a subsidy of 32.000 pengo.

Much attention is also being paid by the Ministry of 
Education to the literary requirements of the Magyars of 
Upper Hungary. To meet them the Minister this year made 
a gift of 4540 volumes of fiction to the village libraries in 
Abauj-Torna.
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