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W e have already recorded the fact that the Slovaks 
of Hungary recently founded a Party of their own, 
which has set itself the object of developing the 

cultural, social and political organisation of the Slovaks liv
ing in Hungary. The formation of the new Slovak Party has 
been received with delight everywhere among the Slovaks of 
Hungary. The work of organisation is being carried out 
freely and on a large scale, wherever there are any persons 
belonging to the Slovak ethnic group.

Quite recently further successes were achieved in connec
tion with the cultural and political development of the Slovaks 
living in Hungary. This time in connection with the Press.

The Slovaks of Hungary have established three weeklies 
—  the " Slovensko Noviny", the "Nasa Zastava" and the 
" Slovensko Jednota". The first of these three papers is the 
organ of the Slovaks who have been living in Hungary proper 
for some time past, the second being the organ of the Eastern 
Slovaks, and the third representing that section of the Slovaks 
of Hungary which recently returned within the framework 
of the Hungarian State. Of late the wish has been expressed 
that the “ Slovenske Jednota”  should be developed into a 
daily. Seeing that the Slovaks have shown a readiness to 
support this undertaking, the Hungarian Government has 
granted permission for the paper to be changed in character 
as desired. This means a material re-inforcement of the Slovak 
Press of Hungary, for the potency of the “Slovensko Jednota” 
will he increased by 700°lo as a consequence of its being con
verted into a daily.
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This expansion of the Slovak Press has exercised on the 
Slovaks a favourable influence similar to that resulting from 
the organisation of the political party. The Slovaks of 
Hungary feel that their community life is becoming more 
perfect and already denotes an acceptable form of existence.

The Slovak Constitution provides that a nationality 
ethnic group may establish one party only, and that only 
one party may claim the right to represent the ethnic group 
in question. It is through their parties that the ethnic groups 
are enabled to participate in the work of directing the affairs 
of the State. But this possibility is made conditional on the 
Slovak Ministry for the Interior registering the parties of 
the ethnic groups.

Immediately after the establishment of Slovakia as an 
independent State the Magyars of Slovakia founded their 
own party —  the Magyar Party. This organisation was the 
representative and the expression of the political will of the 
Magyars living in Slovakia. During the first three years of 
the existence of Slovakia as an independent State, however, 
the party founded by the Magyars was not registered by the 
Ministry for the Interior. As a consequence, the Magyars 
of Slovakia were unable during these first three years to 
assert their will in the conduct of State affairs. But now, 
as reported in the November 9th, 1941, issue of the Slovak 
daily, “ Gardista” , the registration of the Magyar Party too 
has been published at last in the Slovak Official Gazette.

The following changes have ensued recently in connection 
with the Magyar (Hungarian) Press of Slovakia. The 
November 7th, 1941, issue of the "Gardista” and the 
November 8th issue of the semi-official "Slovak” both 
published a report announcing that the “Esti Ujsag” , a 
Magyar daily appearing in Pozsony, had been placed under 
embargo. The Magyars of Slovakia originally had two dailies 
of their own published in the Slovak Capital, —  the "U f
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Hirek” and the “ Esti Ujsag” . The latter contained a wealth 
of material; its programme included the taking of steps 
preparing the way for a cultural rapprochement between the 
Magyars and the Slovaks. It opened its pages to the most 
eminent intellectual leaders of the Magyars, and at the same 
time published excellent Hungarian translations of the most 
valuable creations of Slovak literature. So successful was the 
paper in furthering the cause of a cultural rapprochement 
that for their work on behalf of that object the editors and 
contributors were on several occasions spoken very highly 
of by Boleslav Lukdcs, the eminent Slovak poet, in the 
columns of the “ Elan” , a Slovak literary journal.

All the more surprising is the report that the appearance 
of the “Esti Ujsag" has been prohibited. The surprise is 
increased when we read further in the “ Slovak" and the 
“ Gardista" that the editorial offices of the paper have been 
subjected to a domiciliary visit and 18 members of the 
editorial staff taken into custody. The embargo placed on 
this paper is extremely prejudicial to the Magyar ethnic 
group of Slovakia. That group has lost one of its widely- 
read dailies; and now it has only a single daily of its own 
—  the “ Uj Hirek” , an organ containing altogether only 4 
pages.
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