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I.

An inportant advance has been made by the Slovaks of 
Hungary: they have been given permission by the 
Hungarian Government to form a Slovak Party. That 

Party has now taken shape and bears the name “ Strctna 
Slovenskej Narodnej Jednoty” , or the "Party of Slovak 
National Unity” . The leaders of the Party have been 
recruited from the editorial staff of the “ Slovenska Jednota” , 
an opposition Slovak newspaper appearing in Ersekujvar. 
The formation of this Party is an instance of a political 
newspaper turning into a political movement and establishing 
a political party. This interesting development proves that no 
obstacles are being placed in the way of Slovak organization 
in Hungary, where a political newspaper has been able to 
become a political movement. The September 6th issue of 
the "Slovenska Jednoty” contains the following comments 
on the significance of the permission to form this new Party: 
"Signs of a new activity are forthcoming in the life of the 
Slovaks of Hungary. We hereby notify all and sundry that 
in future our political activities will be carried on within 
the framework of the Party of Slovak National Unity. The 
programme of the Party is national, Christian and social. Its 
official organ is the political daily, the "Slovenska Jednota” . 
The headquarters of the Party will be in irsekujvar and 
Kassa, but we shall also establish offices in other places 
inhabited by Slovaks. The aim of the Party is to create unity 
among all the Slovaks of Hungary. It will protect the 
interests of the Slovaks in the fields of politics, culture and 
economy.”

In the September 27th issue of the "Slovenska Jednota” 
we are informed that the Party of the Slovaks of Hungary
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has begun a widespread work of organization. The newspaper 
states that there are many able, intelligent and politically 
well-schooled Slovak peasants in Hungary, and that the time 
has come for them to play an active role. The new Party 
will not ask any Slovak what his former political activities 
were; it invites every Slovak to join the organization. The 
“ Slovenska Jednoty" has inaugurated a widespread work of 
propaganda. It has invited all the Slovaks to join in that 
work, and the leaders hope that by the end of October the 
organization will be complete. The Slovak newspaper 
expresses satisfaction at the fact that the Slovak peasants 
are flocking to join the Party.

II.
The “Oj Hirek” of 19th September reports that per

mission to establish a Magyar elementary school at Nyitra 
in Slovakia has been granted. For the present that permission 
extends only to the first class. The newspaper gives an 
account of the circumstances that led to its being granted. 
From this account we learn that a petition tor permission to 
establish a Magyar elementary school was filed two years 
ago by 80 Magyars of Nyitra. The authorities have now 
granted that request.

The “Oj Hirek” —  a Magyar newspaper appearing in 
Pozsony —  also gives us further details concerning the 
school. We are told that it will not be situated in the town 
of Nyitra itself, but at Zobor, a place some kilometres 
distant, and it will be a parallel section of the local Roman 
Catholic elementary school. Thus the Magyar elementary 
pupils from Nyitra will have to go to Zobor to attend the 
Magyar school. This they will find difficult, especially in the 
winter months, when in bad weather the road between Nyitra 
and Zobor is blocked. In order to overcome this difficulty 
the Hungarian Party has issued an appeal to the Magyars 
of Nyitra requesting them to enrol their children as pupils 
of the Magyar department at Zobor, even if they live in the 
town of Nyitra, and promising that the Party will provide for 
their conveyance by bus to Zobor and back. Parents may 
thus rest assured that the little children will not be exposed
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to the inclemency of the weather on their long way to school 
in the depth of winter. This appeal also contains the following 
admonition: —  “The Ordinance declares that all attempts at 
denationalization will be severely punished by law, from 
which it follows that the place of Magyar children is in the 
Magyar school, and that it is the national duty of all Magyar 
parents to send them there."

In response to this appeal the Magyars of Nyitra began 
the work of organizing their school; but, according to the 
“ 0 j Hirek” of 22nd September, the Slovak educational 
authorities have postponed its establishment because of 
technical difficulties.

III.
Two Magyar dailies are published in Pozsony, “ Oj 

Hirek" and “Esti Ujsag". A  year and half ago "tlj Hirek” 
was reduced by the authorities to half its original size, so 
that now it consists of only four pages instead of eight. Now 
on 22nd September “Esti Ujsag" informed its readers that 
it has also been forced by the authorities to limit its size 
to four pages. This curtailment affects the Magyars of 
Slovakia chiefly from a cultural point of view, for the Sunday 
supplement always published articles etc. written by the 
most eminent authors in Hungary in order to supply the 
Magyars of Slovakia with mental food. In future, owing to 
the above-mentioned curtailment, the paper will not be able 
to do so.
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