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A t the end of this summer constructive work of a social 
and cultural nature began afresh with renewed elan 
in the restored areas of Upper Hungary. The 260 

children of Kassa who had been sent on a holiday by the 
town returned, bringing with them the outward and visible 
signs of warm, sunshiny days spent in the fresh air. The town 
of Kassa has appropriated an annual sum of 613.000 pengo 
for hygiene and popular welfare work. This is 12% of the 
municipal budget. The first item in the programme was the 
establishment of a holiday camp for children at Csermely- 
volgy. There, beside a running brook in the middle of a wood, 
groups of children from Kassa, boys and girls, spent periods 
of three weeks each recuperating and laying in a store of 
energy for the next school-year. Good, nourishing food was 
provided by the municipal soup-kitchen, and all the children 
returned home several pounds heavier than when they 
arrived at the camp.

The Municipality of Budapest proposes to establish a 
health resort for working people at Bank near Kassa. 
Towards the end of August a committee from Budapest 
inspected the spot chosen at Bank with a view to having 
the work begun as soon as possible; for the Council 
is determined that the building must be finished before 
winter sets in. For the present it is proposed to build 
a two-storied hotel with everything modern in the way of 
equipment to accommodate 180 persons. Later on, two more 
stories will be added, and then, summer and winter, a 
building with accommodation for 400 persons will be at the 
disposal of the workers employed at the Municipal water
works, machine factories, electricity works, provision 
factories, bakeries, etc. The rooms will contain either two or
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four beds, running hot and cold water will be laid on in 
all of them, and there will be four shower-baths on each 
floor. The building of this hotel will mean much for Kassa, 
for it will provide employment for a large number of workers. 
Besides this, the Municipality of Budapest has decided to 
staff the hotel with local people. A hotel like this, open 
summer and winter, will certainly do much to attract visitors 
to Kassa.

At the beginning of the present school-year M. Paul 
Szent-Imrey, Under Sheriff of County Abauj-Torna, appealed 
to the men responsible for popular education in the county, 
asking them to spare no effort in inaugurating the important 
work of post-school popular education with all speed. At 
the same time the Secretary of the Board of Popular 
Education drafted a programme of work for the local 
committees. In every village of the County the local 
committees met without delay to discuss in detail a plan of 
work for the new school-year.

Between January 1940 and the middle of the current 
year loans aggregating 210.000 pengo were issued in the 
teritory under the control of the Kassa Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry to craftsmen and tradesmen: 570 craftsmen
received altogether 120.000 and 324 tradesmen 90.000 pengo.

This autumn will see the opening at Szerencs of the 
finest and biggest club-house in Upper Hungary for members 
of the Levente (a youth organization). This beautiful, modern 
building, standing on the edge of a fine sports-field, will 
contain twenty rooms. The Government has contributed
10.000, the County 12.000 and the town 70.000 pengo towards 
its erection.

A great scheme of river regulation is in progress in 
Upper Hungary and Subcarpathia. The necessary funds were 
provided partly by the State and partly by the local com
munities and corporations themselves. The clearing and 
dredging of the rivers will lessen the danger of floods, and 
the draining of marshes will increase the area of land under 
cultivation. On the Kassa section of the river Hemad the 
work has already begun, and will cost 700.000 pengo. The 
greatest work will be the regulation of the river Ronyva in 
County Zemplen, that having been estimated to cost 2.000.000
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pen go and to take five years to complete. Work in the forest 
section is now in full swing.

Since the restoration of these areas a work of scientific 
prospecting for coal has been going on in the mountains of 
Szepes and Gomor. So far the richest veins have been 
discovered between Somodi and Szepsi. A  mine near Somodi 
is to begin production this October. It will be the first 
brown-coal mine in County Abauj-Torna. As the result of 
trial borings it is estimated that the entire coal deposits in 
this basin will total from two and a half to three million 
tons. This year production will be on a small scale, only 
about 10 or 15 wagonloads a day; but next year the 
quantity produced may be expected to rise to 25 or 30 wagon
loads a day.

The Rimamurany-Salgotarjan Ironworks Co. Ltd. has 
taken over the management of the neglected medicinal baths 
containing iron at Rozsnyo, and has turned them into a 
modern hydropathic establishment. The work lasted four 
months and cost about 250.000 pengo. The hotel, which is 
situated in picturesque surroundings, affords accommodation 
for 100 visitors. Special provision has been made for the 
Company's workers, who are now able to enjoy a comfortable 
holiday for the trifling sum of two pengo a day.

The Corporation of Kassa, headed by the Mayor, M. 
Alexander Pohl, is busily engaged in a great propaganda 
campaign the object of which is to secure for Kassa the new 
Technical University about to be established. Prelate 
Barnabas Tost, Rector of Kassa, himself visited Dr. Valentine 
Homan, Minister of Education, to discuss this matter. The 
Minister has premised his support, but said that in no case 
would it be possible to establish the new university before 
next year, as 13.000.000 pengo were required for the purpose, 
and this sum would not be available until it could be 
appropriated in next year's Budget. Since Kolozsvar and 
Ujvidek have also laid claim to the new university, Kassa 
realizes the importance of enlisting the sympathies of 
influential public men by means of a widespread propaganda 
campaign. Kassa already has three colleges and would then 
be a university town, which would restore it to the position 
it held centuries ago when Benedict Kisdy founded the first 
Kassa University.
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