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THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY CROWN
BY

PROFESSOR GYULA SZEKFU

A few days ago there appeared — as a Publication of 
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences — a book deal
ing with the history of the Doctrine of the Holy 

Crown written by Francis Eckhart, professor of the history 
of law in the University of Budapest. While reading this 
book I was frequently reminded of the simple truth that 
reality is always clearer and more beautiful than what we 
are in the habit of imagining to replace it. Regarding the 
Doctrine of the Holy Crown we have always had and still 
have conceptions which in themselves are very attractive — 
conceptions which have been rounded off, on the basis of 
Verbbczi's work, into artistic theories by those of our jurists 
/ho have taken their cue from the second half of the nine

teenth century.
Only the historical data can enable us to appreciate 

the reality of the Doctrine of the Holy Crown; and this is 
what has been done in his present work by Francis Eckhart, 
who in this essential historical question has discovered the 
reality of the Hungarian past, — a reality not merely more 
true, but also more beautiful and more stirring, than even the 
finest theory.

The book has been written in keeping with the methods 
of the history of law; the author has collected from medieval 
and modem documents, from parliamentary speeches and 
transactions, the expressions relating to the Holy Crown,
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which he has grouped, subsequently investigating the legal 
substance of each expression. No more positive method 
could be conceived. Every explanation given by Eckhart is 
based upon a number of documentary expressions; the 
author does not attempt to say a single word more than 
what is contained in the Latin expression and is not prepared 
to colour the past; and this fact makes his exposition absol
utely authentic in the eyes of scholars.

The Doctrine of the Holy Crown may be regarded as 
dating from the coronation of St. Stephen; and in its first 
manifestation this Doctrine —  in keeping with the character 
of the coronation as a Church function which was at that 
time still a sacrament —  expressed the universal Christian 
idea that the Crown consecrated by the Church was the 
symbol of kingship and that the crowned king must in his 
capacity as Christ’s Vicar worthily fulfil the sublime task 
thus entrusted to him. The Holy Crown at the same time 
became the symbol of the royal prerogatives, symbolising 
the office of king and the rights appertaining thereto; and 
there is evidence to hand already in the thirteenth and early 
fourteenth century to show that Hungarian public opinion 
derived the royal prerogatives from the Holy Crown, 
Already in the age of the House of Arpad the public docu
ments referred to the dignity, glory, benefits, injury and 
grievances of the Holy Crown, laying particular stress upon 
the allegiance which freemen and nobles owed to the 
Crown. According to Eckhart the ecclesiastical origin and 
character of the ceremony of coronation resulted in the 
development in the Western kingdoms too of a certain 
crown-doctrine, — in particular in France and Germany; 
but this development was soon checked and never attained 
any historical or legal significance: on the other hand, how
ever, the Hungarian Doctrine of the Holy Crown possesses 
two specialities which distinguish it from all others, — one
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being the transcendental character of the Hungarian Crown 
which is the consequence of its religious origin and of the 
fact that it was worn by the saintly king who founded the 
Hungarian State, while the other speciality was the feudal 
allegiance to the Crown spiritually sensed from the very 
beginning as due to the Crown. In national life only in Eng
land did the crown doctrine occupy the same pivotal posi
tion as it did in Hungary; but there only in the early 
centuries, the development in England later taking er 
different direction: while the Holy Crown as the focus of 
the national and State existence of the country has retained 
permanently its original position only in the history of 
Hungary.

The right of the Holy Crown also developed early, in 
respect of the possession of property; the estates serving 
for the maintenance of the royal power appear already 
early in the thirteenth century as held by right of the crown; 
while in the following century the Crown figured as the 
symbol of the State in relations with foreign countries, 
appearing first in this character in international treaties. At 
the same time we find the term previously employed — “ the 
king’s crown”  — existing side by side with the term “ the 
country’s crown” , that being the first sign of the develop
ment of a separate State personality independent of the 
king's person. In the chaos following the reign of Louis the 
Great — in the days of the assassination of Maria and the 
confinement and absence of Sigismund — the small towns of 
Dalmatia are found appealing for protection, not to the King 
of Hungary, but “ to the Crown of Hungary” ; Eckhart has 
spoken of the attachment of these towns — especially of 
Ragusa — to the Holy Crown, as a touching moment. The 
king, who in the days of the House of Arpad was himself 
the State, was gradually thrust into the background; and 
in a "kingless” period of the kind — in 1401 — the magnates
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declared that the Holy Crown was the sole wielder of the 
State power.

This does not however mean that the Crown was 
superior to the king who had been crowned with it. It means 
simply that it represented at all times the kingly power; 
and when there was a king, that king was in possession of 
the Crown —  that being the attitude of King Matthias too. 
When Regent, John Hunyadi always gave precedence to the 
Crown, speaking of his own power only as subordinate to 
that symbol. With the development of the Estates, which 
according to the latest views of historians was completed in 
the fifteenth century, the election of the king and the corona
tion as symbolising the transfer of the State power, ceased 
to be a Church function and became the business of the 
Estates; subsequently, as a result of the king being thrust 
more and more into the background, the Holy Crown was 
taken as the symbol of the country —  of the whole territory 
of the Hungarian Kingdom — , the unity and integrity of 
which was under its protection; the subjects of the kingdom, 
irrespective of nationality, were all “ subjects of the Crown” . 
—  According to Verboczi —  who was stressing an old 
Hungarian conviction —  the “subjects of the Crown" were 
entitled to justice, which had to be meted out to them, even 
if they were Jews or gipsies. Before the days of Verboczi 
the Holy Crown was already a moral personality; it was 
spoken of as having a will and was entitled to the possession 
of national estates, while it was the Crown with which 
foreign Powers made treaties. This power was undoubtedly 
reinforced by the influence of canon law and incidentally 
by the so-called “ organic”  State conception, which — 
following the precedent of the Church being regarded as 
"the mystical body of Christ" —  considered the State too 
as a body, the Head of State being its head and the subjects 
its members. This theory, originally developed by St.
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Thomas Aquinas, was present —  in varying forms — 
an our texts already in the days of St. Stephen and is 
found there continuously in subsequent ages, —  in the 
fourteenth century, for instance, when the persons present 
in Parliament, and in the fifteenth century, when all 
the nobles were regarded as members of the Crown. In 
1413 already Ragusa termed itself ‘‘member of the Hungarian 
Crown"; the two ancient views —  the identity of king and 
State with the Crown and the "organic" State-idea —  were 
welded into one by Verboczy in his “Tripartiturn” . But, 
living as he did amid the party strife of the Age of the 
Jagellos, he placed the right of election and therewith the 
right of the transfer of power in the hands of the national 
community, this attitude being also based upon ancient 
traditions dating from the thirteenth century, that community 
in his opinion consisting of the privileged Estates, who 
enjoyed the same liberties as the prelates and the magnates 
or lesser nobles; according to Verboczi ‘‘every noble" was a 
Member of the Holy Crown.

As a consequence of the great authority of Verboczi 
this conception, as is well known, remained in vogue until 
1848, the year of the fall of the Estates. We see, therefore, 
that for more than three centuries (after 1514) only the 
minority (the nobles) were considered as Members of the 
Holy Crown, the vassals (serfs) being excluded. The other 
medieval elements of the Doctrine of the Holy Crown also 
continued to remain in force in the centuries following the 
age of Verboczi: the Holy Crown continued to be the 
symbol of the State to which every subject owed 
allegiance: disloyalty was a crime against the Crown; the 
territory of the State was also subject to the jurisdiction of 
the Holy Crown. Prior to 1848 the accessory lands and 
Transylvania alike regarded themselves as Members of the 
Holy Crown; the criterion of citizenship was also whether
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the person in question belonged to the Holy Crown. In 
Transylvania too every one was regarded as a citizen who 
originated from “countries subject to the Crown of Hungary". 
The Holy Crown was entitled to claim lost territories; it 
was the holder of all State property and had vested in it the 
overlordship of noble estates and the ownership of all Royal 
Free Cities. And this many-sided substance of the Doctrine 
of the Holy Crown has remained intact until the present.

The Doctrine of the Holy Crown has at all times been 
so deeply rooted in the ancestral Hungarian past, its wide- 
spreading branches and offshoots having been omnipresent 
in the intellectual life of every Hungarian generation, that 
the relative significance of its various elements has varied 
with the ages in keeping with the respective national task 
which each respective age has endeavoured to fulfil. From 
the period of the expulsion of the Turks down to 1848 the 
restoration of the territorial integrity of the country was one 
of the main problems; and we know how arduous was the 
task of re—incorporating the “Partium" and of engineering 
the union with Transylvania. At that period the Holy Crown 
figured in parliamentary records and in the speeches of 
statesmen as the personality eternally demanding the 
territorial integrity of Hungary. In the age of Dualism, 
especially in the second half of the age, the defective 
character of the country’s sovereignty was felt, political unity 
and completeness being demanded; the result being that the 
Holy Crown was stressed chiefly as the source of the 
inviolability of the constitutional Parliament. After the con
clusion of the Treaty of Trianon too it was the dismember
ment of the Holy Crown that led instinctively to the claim 
for a revision; we do not propose on the present occasion 
to discuss the question as to whether sufficient use was 
made in this respect of the possibilities latent in the Doctrine 
of the Holy Crown.
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Historians do not believe in the existence of any 
mysteries serving as the origin of State life or politics — 
mysteries which are consequently extremely secular in 
character; in general they have an aversion to vagueness, 
even where that vagueness is dictated by generous motives. 
Nor can historians reconcile with their science or with the 
methods of that science any idea that the constitutional and 
political way of thinking of a people with a thousand years' 
past canhot change, but must remain stationary at the point 
whence it started. The reason why the Doctrine of the Holy 
Crown is grand and elevating, is not that it reveals some 
ancient mystery the possession of which entitles us to 
regard ourselves as the first people in Europe to have 
established a constitution; the reason is that that Doctrine is 
the rich gift of the political maturity of the Hungarian people, 
which for centuries was elaborated by succeeding genera
tions in a Hungarian spirit for the benefit of the whole nation. 
With that Doctrine in its possession the Hungarian people 
needs no comparisons. The Doctrine of the Holy Crown, 
now over a thousand years old, together with the periodical 
variations thereon, is a creation of the Hungarian national 
genius which is one of the most magnificient proofs of the 
political capacity of the Hungarian people.
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THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN ILLYRISM AND  
THE PAN-SERB IDEA

BY

Dr. ANDREW FALL*

A  survey of the history of the nations and tribes, 
countries and provinces, constituting Yugoslavia, 
apart from endorsing our statement that these 

nations and tribes etc. for centuries strove to subject one 
another, being constantly at strife and bitterly antagonistic, 
but also proves the thesis put forward by us that these 
nations and countries, tribes and provinces, had each of 
them a different historical development, there being similar 
differences of religion, culture and form of life, so that it 
was highly unjust and irrational to force these divergent 
elements into the Yugoslav unit and bring into being a 
mosaic State incapable of development. The two peoples 
most deeply concerned —  the Serbian and the Croatian —  
were at complete variance respecting the manner in which 
Yugoslav unity should be realised; and that led to the 
grave historical conflict which eventually resulted in the 
final break-up of Yugoslavia and the definitive collapse of 
Southern Slav unity.

Already in the Middle Ages attempts were made on 
the part of the three Southern Slav peoples —  the Serbs, 
Bosnians and Croatians — to bring about Yugoslav unity; 
but these attempts were all based upon an endeavour to 
secure the hegemony, the unity to be effected by the force

* From the work by the author entitled “The Collapse of Yugo
slavia”.
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<of arms. This endeavour, however, neither of the peoples 
succeeded in realising in full. During the days of Turkish 
occupation no such schemes could be entertained; for the 
national existence of these peoples was at stake, and their 
only desire was to be once more free and independent. 
And when, later on, the day of liberation actually dawned, 
and the Southern Slav idea again began to take shape, the 
endeavour once more made its appearance in the same guise 
as before — the Croatians began to dream of a Greater 
1Croatia and the Serbians of a Greater Serbia. Two currents 
of thought, two divergent political aims, were found in exis
tence at the same time; and these divergent currents and 
aims never proved able to combine until forced by the Peace 
Edicts of Paris to join hands transitionally in the service of 
the same State. But here too they went their own ways, 
until finally they separated again in disaster and collapse.

The first of these divergent currents to appear was that 
aiming at the establishment of a Greater Croatia; this was 
the movement known as Illyrism.

Croatia lived then in “ partnership” with Hungary as an 
"associate country". According to Hungarian public law 
Croatia was an integral part of the kingdom of St. Stephen, 
—  not however as a province, but as an "associate country” . 
It was in this character that the Croatian National State 
existed, with a Croatian National Defence Army using 
Croatian words of command, Croatian public administration 
and an independent Ban of its own, who was appointed by 
the King of Hungary, and an independent Croatian Diet 
(Sabor), which delegated representatives also to sit in the 
central Hungarian Parliament. This “ partnership” led to 
numerous political disputes, both nations clinging jealously 
to their own constitutional rights. These political disputes did 
not result in any particularly serious trouble until there 
appeared on the horizon, first the idea of Illyrism and later 
the Yugoslav concept.

The idea of Illyrism dated from the age of Napoleon. 
In order to weaken the Austria he hated and at the same
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time deal a blow to Italy, Napoleon created the short-lived’ 
province of Illyria, which was to have embraced Carniolar 
Carinthia, Dalmatia, Istria and Croatia. That would have 
been practically the realisation of a Greater Croatia includ
ing the Southern Slavs of today who are Catholics and have 
adopted Western ideas. After the fall of Napoleon Metternich 
did everything in his power to suppress the very suggestion- 
of Illyrism. But this endeavour proved futile; for it is impos
sible to root out an idea, or ideal, once that idea or ideal 
has become ingrained in a living nation and in the consciously 
awakening national spirit of a people. It may perhaps be 
ousted from the open arena of politics with the help of 
gendarmes and bayonets and prisons; but it will continue to 
live, primarily among the intelligentsia and in private social 
intercourse. This is what happened in the case of Illyrism 
too. It continued to live, particularly among the Croatian 
aristocracy and in the salons of the gentry and prelates and 
in their secret correspondence and writings. At that time, 
however, the aspirations of Illyrism had not yet obtained a 
serious hold on the Pan-Croatian masses. In any case the 
official language of Croatia at this period was Latin, while 
the language of conversation used in the higher classes was 
German. Illyrism did not particularly attract the other Slav 
leaders; for they suspected that it meant Latinism —  Roman 
spirit and the idea of Catholic hegemony. Yet it is a fact 
that Illyrism was the first factor to stimulate the national 
self-sufficiency of the Croatians.

Illyrism therefore was the origin of the nationalism o f  
the Croatians which was deeply tinged with Slavism. When, 
in 1848, the period of general European revolutions opened, 
this Illyrism, which had previously been merely a shapeless 
national desire, suddenly —  as a consequence of the anti- 
Magyar incitement of Vienna —  made its re-appearance as 
a Croatian political idea aiming at the establishment of a 
State life independent of the Hungarians. Austria, with the 
help of foreign support, overthrew the Hungarian struggle for 
independence; and then Bach trampled under foot the idea
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-of an autonomous Croatian State. Yet the national Croatian 
idea remained; though that idea had no trace in it of any 
co-operation with the Serbs. At that period there was no 
sign yet of any Yugoslav idea; for that very reason it is 
untrue to say that Illyrism was also a forerunner of Yugo- 
slavism.

The first serios-minded Croatian to proclaim union 
with the Serbians on a Slav basis, though in an undefined 
form, was Strossmayer, a man with a German name who 
was bishop of Gyakovar. What Strossmayer had in mind 
was union and political co-operation with the Serbians, — 
though with the idea of winning the Serbians over to adopt 
the culture of Western Christianity. Strossmayer's scheme 
was not practical Yugoslav politics, merely a Slavophile 
daydream. That is why it never took deep root either among 
the Serbians or among the Croatians, —  its failure to do so 
in the case of the former being due to its endeavour to 
alienate them from Pravo-Slavism (Orthodoxy), and in the 
ease of the latter to its showing an excessive friendship for 
the Serbians. In the case of the Croatians the idea of Illyrism 
existed almost exclusively among litterateurs and in scientific 
circles.

It was Anthony Starcevic that first crystallised the 
Croatian national aspirations into political and legal formulae. 
Starcevic was an absolute jurist-politician who refused to 
acknowledge any Croatian national State except one based 
exclusively upon Croatian public law. That was why he 
called his party "Croatian Law Party". He did not like the 
Magyars or the Austrians or the Serbians either; nor did he 
acknowledge the historical connection with Hungary or the 
Compromise; all that he acknowledged in respect of histori
cal rights was that the Habsburgs were the legitimate kings 
of Croatia, and it was only with the Habsburgs that he was 
prepared to treat direct and in law. This decided Croatian 
policy of Starcevic won over the masses of the Croatian 
people and exercised a profound influence also upon the 
later development of Croatian policy.
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Croatians have been interested at all times solely and' 
exclusively in Croatian national politics; for that very reason 
the idea of union with the Serbians has never been popular 
in the eyes of Croatians. There existed indeed in Croatia 
too a certain conception also of Southern Slav unity; but 
traces of that conception are to be found almost exclusively 
in literature, while it was also the daydream of a few Croa
tian Pan-Slav visionaries. Louis Gal proclaimed his own 
Illyrism under the guise of Yugoslav unity and also founded 
a political party; but his endeavour never took firm hold of 
the soul of the Croatian people. A great gulf was fixed 
between Serbs and Croats also by the religious question; for 
the Croatians are devout Catholics, genuine and sincere 
standard-bearers of the Latin culture of the West, their 
spiritual being for that very reason never having become 
reconciled with the Byzantine spirit of the Serbs.

The persons responsible for spreading the Yugoslav idea 
in Croatia were not Croatians, but Serbians living in that 
country. As a consequence of the exceptionally shrewd 
policy of Belgrade, in Croatia prior to the first Great War 
the reins of power were taken in hand by the Serbo-Croat 
Coalition, that paving the way for the infiltration of Yugo- 
slavism. Then, during the course of the Great War, the 
subterranean Pan-Serb political forces won the support of 
certain Croatian politicians, who subsequently hastened to- 
boost the Yugoslav idea and furthered the establishment of 
the Yugoslav State. These Croatian politicians ( who included 
Dr. Anthony Trumbic too), when they saw that what the 
Serbians were striving after was, not the realisation of Yugo
slav unity, but the realisation of the Pan-Serb dream, 
bitterly opposed and turned their backs upon the equivocal 
and hollow catchwords of Yugoslavism. The misguided and 
misled Croatian politicians, as we see, only supported Yugo
slavism for a very short time, —  though all the time they 
were engrossed with the arriere-pensee that in the Yugoslav 
State that was to be created the political leadership and the 
spiritual direction of the new country would be in their

12



ILLYRISM AND PAN-SERB IDEA

hands. But they were compelled very soon to realise that 
their hopes were unfounded, seeing that the Pan-Serb idea 
had won the day and that what had actually been established 
was not a Yugoslavia built up on the equality of the Southern 
Slav peoples, but that they had themselves helped to ensure 
the hegemony of Pan-Serb aspirations. After the short-lived 
co-operation, therefore, there began a bitter struggle between 
the Croatian idea and the Pan-Serb idea, the latter having 
for the moment overpowered the national aspirations of the 
Croatians.

The Pan-Serb idea came into being early in the 
nineteenth century, having been created by Vuk Karadhzitch 
(1787— 1864), the father of Serbian literary reform. The 
apostles of the Pan-Serb idea declared that the Serbs were 
the only Slav nation living in the Balkans and the adjoining 
Central European regions. He regarded as Serbs also the 
Catholic Croatians and the Mohammedan Bosnians. The 
realisation of the Pan-Serb idea had been the main endeavour 
of Serbia ever since the era of liberation. What the Serbs 
aimed at was, not the realisation of Yugoslav unity, but the 
establishment of Serb hegemony. The Pan-Serb idea did not 
assume any more serious form or make any considerable 
headway until Russia took Serbia under her wing, convert
ing Serbia into a bridge-head to ensure the realisation of the 
great Pan-Slav aims. The ultimate object of Pan-Slavism and 
of the Pan-Serb endeavours was the dismemberment of the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. Russia and Serbia were both 
alike fully conscious of the fact that there could not be any 
question of a realisation of Pan-Slav or Pan-Serb aspira
tions respectively until the Monarchy had been broken to 
pieces. Russia herself worked in the background, sending 
Serbia in advance to carry out the work of destruction. This 
work began with exceptional energy after 1903. It was then 
that Peter I. ascended the throne of Serbia, —  a king who 
made the realisation of the Pan-Serb idea the pivot of his 
political programme. He had two powerful collaborators, the 
one being Nikola Pashitch, the creator of the Yugoslav State
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and the foremost champion of the Pan-Serb idea. Pashitch 
was a clever —  though absolutely Balkan — politician and 
diplomat who succeeded in fitting the Pan-Serb idea into 
the foreign policy of Russia and was thus enabled to realise 
that idea. The other powerful collaborator — a collaborator 
that played a decisive role in the creation of the Pan-Serb 
State —  was the notorious “Black Hand" organisation. This 
subterranean revolutionary organisation after 1903 played 
an aggressive part in Serbian politics. This organisation 
(which has been dealt with in full in the chapter entitled 
“ The Historical Development of Serbia”)  was a State 
within the State which, apart from symbolising the Pan-Serb 
aspirations in its peculiar Balkan way, actually carried those 
aspirations into effect. The activity of this organisation ran 
absolutely counter to the idea of Croatian lllyrism and the 
aspirations of the Croatian nation. It fought, not for 
Southern Slav unity, but for a Greater Serbia; and it 
achieved its aim.

The “ Black Hand" was a revolutionary organisation 
which regarded it as its express duty to unite all Serbs on 
the ruins of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. In order to 
achieve this object it established contacts with all countries, 
peoples, associations and even private individuals who 
sympathised with Serbia and the aspirations of the Serbians. 
The seat of the supreme central management was Belgrade; 
it was this central management that carried into effect all 
resolutions, the Members of that management being, not 
only the delegates of the territorial organisations of Serbia, 
but the delegates also of all the provinces inhabited by Serbs, 
— i. e. 1. Bosnia-Herzegovina, 2. Montenegro, 3. Old Serbia 
and Macedonia, 4. Croatia, Slavonia and Syrmia, 5. Voivodina 
(the “ Bacska" region and the Banat), 6. the Littoral province. 
Through the agency of the Narodna Obrana the “ Black 
Hand” was able to reach very far, the movement having 
seats, not only in Belgrade, but also in Zagreb, Laibach and 
Serajevo, while it established large numbers of subsidiary 
agencies —  e, g. at Tusla, Mostar, Treebinje and Banjaluka.
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These organisations admitted, not only persons belonging to 
the older generations, but also pupils of secondary schools. 
Pashitch himself knew of the activity of the ‘‘Black Hand"; 
so that we may safely say that the whole of Serbia was one 
united revolutionary organisation. It was the “Black Hand” 
that organised the bands of "Komitadjis" too which made 
repeated inroads into Macedonia, and thereby provoked the 
so-called “ Balkan War” of 1912— 13; and it was the "Black 
Hand" that murdered Francis Ferdinand, forced the outbreak 
of the first World War and thereby furthered the realisation 
of the Pan-Serb idea.

The Pan-Serb idea, therefore, was not served only by 
certain politicians, poets and writers, —  as Illyrism had been, 
— but by the whole Serbian people. The idea of Pan- 
Serbianism resulted in the totalitarian organisation of the 
whole Serbian people. In the “Black Hand" and the 
Narodna Obrana we find military officers, but we find also 
all the inhabitants of the Serbian villages with their Serbian 
priests and teachers at their head. The “ Komitadji" organisa
tions were generally recruited from among the peasants of 
the Serbian villages; while the Slovensko Jug contained alike 
the Serbian youth and merchants and shopkeepers and poli
ticians and scholars, and the St. Sava Union united in it the 
adherents of the Serbian Eastern Church. We see, then, that 
the revolutionary spirit of the Pan-Serb idea inspired every 
class of the Serbian people alike and prepared them to fight 
in that cause; and it was the force of this idea that plunged 
the Serbians into the first Great War of 1914— 18: and 
when the Southern Slav State was established, this ma
gnificent Pan-Serb impulse overpowered the national aspira
tions of the Croatian people and created Greater Serbia.

We see, then, that this Pan-Serb spirit had nothing 
whatsoever in common with Illyrism and the national aspira
tions of the Croatian people; each movement had its own 
particular aims and used different methods: that is why they 
were never able to join hands. It is true, indeed, that in 
1917 Pashitch dissolved the organisation known as the
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"Black Hand" and threw the leaders of the organisation into 
prison; but at the same time he created another organisation 
known as the “ White Hand” which represented the same 
revolutionary spirit. It was with the help of this revolutionary 
organisation that General Zhivkovitch was able to proclaim 
his dictatorship, the object of which was the definitive rein
forcement of the Pan-Serb idea; and it was the “ White Hand” 
that in 1941 provoked the German-Yugoslav conflict against 
the will of the Croatian people.

Yugoslavism has therefore, as we see, been a mere fic
tion from the very outset. The Serbs served the cause of the 
Pan-Serb idea, the Croatians that of the Pan-Croat national 
aspirations; while Yugoslavism was forced on these unfor
tunate peoples by the Paris Peace Edicts. That was why Yugo
slavia was bound to fall to pieces when faced by the first 
serious trial.
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BUSY ACTIVITIES IN THE RESTORED PARTS 
OF TRANSYLVANIA

BY

LADISLAS SZENCZEI

One of the busiest institutions in the restored parts of 
Transylvania is the Transylvanian Economic Council 
whose task it is to remove all traces of the careless 

Rumanian regime and raise the level of economy in those 
much-tried areas to that of the mother-country. Day by day 
from the Transylvanian Press we learn of the splendid plans 
elaborated and the successful results achieved by that 
Council. It considers that one of its most important tasks 
is to acomplish the economic recovery of Szeklerland, 
that part of Transylvania which suffered most during the 
Rumanian era. For it is well known that the 22 years of 
Rumanian rule, with its measures devised with a view to 
denationalizing and impoverishing the nationalities, weighed 
most crushingly on the Szeklers of pure Magyar stock, and 
that in consequence the Hungarian Government's helping 
hand is most urgently needed by them.

The Transylvanian Economic Council receives reports 
from the economic experts appointed to study conditions in 
the Szekler counties, and adopts all the suggestions contained 
in them that seem calculated to promote eoonomic prosperity 
in Szeklerland. The Council is very gratified to see that 
in the course of the past few months the Government, acting 
on those suggestions, has taken useful measures calculated 
to raise the level of economic life in Szeklerland to that 
of the mother-country.

Thus in the interests of cattle-breeding the Government 
has ordained that all the students of veterinary surgery 
who because of the Vienna Award were not able to take
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their degrees at the Rumanian universities are to receive a 
large reduction of the fees for instruction and board at the 
Budapest Veterinary College, as well as other educational 
facilities, in order that they may be able to pass their 
examinations as quickly as possible. To facilitate the educa
tion of the Szekler trade apprentices several hundreds of 
them were placed in excellent industrial schools in Hungary, 
where they will receive a first-class industrial training. Now 
a further 250 have been ensured places in those schools.

With a view to preventing the floods which so often 
cause great damage in Szeklerland the Hungarian Minis
try of Agriculture has approved the formation of dike comp
anies whose task it will be to regulate the rivers Olt and 
Maros. With Government support these companies will 
shortly begin to function.

The Hungarian State Railways in Szeklerland are 
offering certain facilities in passenger traffic to Szekler 
workmen. Groups of five or more workmen are to receive 
tickets at half-price.

The great work of prospecting for minerals has also 
begun in Szeklerland, and the Council is now urging the 
Ministry of Industry to extend the operations initiated by 
the State.

The Government has already done much to modernize 
the Transylvanian watering-places and summer resorts, and 
it is with great pleasure that we report that, thanks to the 
joint support of various institutions, tourist traffic and 
business at these watering-places is developing briskly.

Cottage industries are of great importance in Transyl
vania, and the Government is doing what it can to encourage 
them. The Trnsylvanian Hangya (Ant) Co-operative Society 
deals with any request for courses of instruction or applica
tions for equipment. Several concrete steps have already 
been taken in this matter. The linking up of the Hangya with 
the cottage industries was a happy idea, for thanks to the 
Hangya's inland and foreign business connections, the pro
ducts of the cottage industries will be able to find good 
markets. To encourage basket-weaving, which is a profitable 
occupation, willows are being planted in numerous suitable 
parts of Transylvania.
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In connection with the proposed electrification of the 
Szekler districts it should be mentioned that an extensive 
programme of work has already been elaborated, which, 
when carried through, will provide the required electrical 
power.

Alongside of the Transylvanian Economic Council, as 
the chief economic organization, the Transylvanian Magyar 
Economic Society and the Alliance of Transylvanian Economic 
and Credit Co-operative Societies will continue its im
portant national work. These two institutions played a 
significant part in maintaining the national life of the Magyar 
minority in Rumania. On 3rd June was held the general 
meeting of the Alliance of Transylvanian Economic and 
Credit Co-operative Societies, at which the President, Count 
Ladislas Bethlen, submitted a report of great achievements 
and far-reaching plans. The entire official staff of the 
Alliance was present, as were also many influential re
presentatives of co-operative societies from the mother- 
country. In his opening speech Count Bethlen gave an out
line of the successful work hitherto accomplished by the 
Alliance and announced that, although the Transylvanian 
Alliance intended to join the General Hungarian Alliance 
of Co-operative Societies, it would continue to work on the 
old lines and rely primarily on its own strength. It had been 
the late Premier Count Paul Teleki’s decision that the institu
tions that had survived the alien regime, amongst others 
this Alliance, should retain their autonomy, and the wishes 
of the Great Deceased were law for Transylvania.

After the restoration of the Transylvanian areas, in 
order to assist the credit co-operative societies there, their 
sister institutions in the mother-country lent them two 
million pengb, partly in the form of a subscription of their 
shares, partly in the form of deposits. The National Bank of 
Hungary has granted the Alliance a very considerable re
discount credit. In terms of the agreement concluded with 
the General Mortgage Bank the Transylvanian credit co
operative societies are to participate in all kinds of loans 
issued by that Bank, including the 4Vs% investment loan 
redeemable in 15 years.

At the time when the Rumanians evacuated the restored
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areas the plants for the manufacture of milk products belong
ing to the Alliance were severely damaged. That damage 
has now been repaired and new plants have been established. 
In accordance with instructions issued by the Ministry of 
Agriculture several establishments have been opened where 
farmers can sell their cheese made of sheep’s milk at a 
good price. A  dairy school has also been opened with the 
aid of the Transylvanian Economic Council.

A brewery and a starch factory to absorb surplus stocks 
of potatoes are being erected. They will be ready to begin 
work in October. The building of the factory at Csikszent- 
simon will cost 220.00 pengo, and the Alliance has issued 
a loan for this purpose on very favourable terms. A  cheese 
factory to be established at Barot will cost about
150.000 pengo, another at Kezdivasdrhely 80.000 pengo, and 
a smaller one in County Maros-Torda 30.000.

The Joint Tenants (compossessorati) of Gyergyo have 
decided to run their property on a co-operative system. 
The Magyar people of Gyergyo have formed a co-operative 
society for the purpose of marketing their timber them
selves. This marks the end of the cut-throat system under 
which the Rumanian forestry officials, on the one hand, and 
rapacious middlemen, on the other, exploited and ruined 
the forests, which are practically the only means of sub
sistence possessed by the Magyars of Gyergyo. The market
ing co-operative society now formed embraces nine Gyergyo 
villages with an aggregate population of 60.000. This large 
co-operative will sell the entire quantity of timber produced 
by those Gyergyo villages and the Gyergyo Joint Tenants. 
The profits will be employed to establish industrial works 
for the manufacture of agricultural products, which provide 
opportunities of work ensuring a decent livelihood to many 
thousands of Szeklers. The enthusiasm of the people of 
Gyergyo for the new project is manifest from the fact that 
the value of the shares subscribed already amounts to
220.000 pengo.

These were the main points of the President’s report. 
The general meeting expressed a wish that the above- 
mentioned co-operative movement should be extended to the 
whole of Szeklerland, seeing that the situation was practic
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ally the same everywhere as in Gyergyo. The meeting decided' 
that the Alliance should avail itself of the five million pengo 
credit appropriated in the Ministry of Agriculture’s Budget 
for the assistance of the Transylvanian timber trade and use 
this sum to establish that trade on a co-operative basis.

Northern Transylvania and Szeklerland, which during 
the Rumanian era were always treated like step
children by the successive Rumanian Governments just 
because they were predominantly Magyar, now begin to 
revive and take their place with growing eagerness in the 
great upswing noticeable in aggrandized Hungary's national 
economy.

21



P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

VISIT TO ROME OF HUNGARIAN PREMIER AND MINISTER 
OF NATIONAL DEFENCE

In conformity with diplomatic usage the Hungarian Premier 
and Minister of National Defence have paid visits to the Italian 
Court and Government. Like all his predecessors, the Prime 
Minister, after having paid his respects to the German Leader 
and Chancellor, visited Italy too. And it was in Italy that tha 
Hungarian Minister of National Defence, General Charles Bartha, 
made his first official appearance abroad since his appointment 
to his present office. The Hungarian Premier, who was received 
with the same ceremony and solemnity as his predecessors, was 
received in audience by the Italian King-Emperor, subsequently 
visiting the Foreign Minister, Count Ciano, and the Duce, with 
whom he had a long interview. The Premier was received in 
audience also by the Pope, who showed a kindly and cordial 
interest in the questions of importance to Hungary today. A 
solemn reception was given also to the Minister of National 
Defence, Charles Bartha, who had audiences with the Pope and 
the Duce too.

The Hungarian Premier, who visited Rome also in his 
•capacity as Hungarian Foreign Minister, arrived in Italy on 
June 2nd. and left that country on June 7th., while General 
Bartha arrived in Italy on June 9th. for a for days' visit. The 
Duce gave a dinner in honour of the Hungarian Premier and 
in his after-dinner speech stressed the importance of Hungary 
and the unchanged character of the friendly relations between 
that country and Italy. In expressing his thanks for the cordial 
welcome, the Hungarian Premier stressed that the Duce had 
been the first to offer a helping hand to the dismembered Hun
garian nation. The Hungarian-Italian friendship was rooted in 
noble traditions dating back to ancient times. He expressed a 
hope that the adjustment of the destinies of the nations of the 
Danube Valley would rest on the unassailable grounds of 
justice. In a statement made to the Rome radio and press on
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June 7th. the Hungarian Premier emphasised that he was 
grateful for the exceptionally cordial reception, adding that the 
conversations carried on in that city had completely reassured 
him and offered every reason for the greatest optimism.

A dinner was given in honour of General Bartha, Hun
garian Minister of National Defence, by General Cavallero, who 
when toasting the guest of the evening stressed that the advance’ 
of Hungary and the acknowledgment of frontiers more in 
harmony with the dictates of justice, was a natural consequence 
of the historical mission fulfilled by Hungary for a thousand 
years in the Danube Basin. He spoke with appreciation of the 
Hungarian army, whose ancient prowess, combined with its tradi
tions of valour, had always given it a great name. In his reply 
the Hungarian Minister of National Defence expressed thanks 
for the cordial reception and for the words of appreciation, and 
stressed the importance of the friendship between Italy and’ 
Hungary

THE BUNYEVATZ PEOPLE OF THE BACSKA TESTIFY TO 
THEIR LOYALTY TO HUNGARY

On 2nd June — Whitmonday — the Bunyevatz people of 
the Bacska held a mass meeting in Szabadka, which was attended 
by several thousands of them. Amongst those present were Dr. 
Ladislas Lipozenchitch, former Mayor of the town, M. Michael 
Prchitch, member of the national assembly, M. Coloman Pertitz, 
president of the Trade Association, and a large delegation from' 
Zombor. Four thousand people were packed in the hall where 
the meeting was held, and a crowd of eight or ten thousand 
people outside the building listened to the speeches transmitted 
through a megaphone. The Hungarian authorities were represen
ted by General Bitto, military commander of the town, Dr. 
Joseph Szmolenszki, civilian rapporteur attached to the military 
administration in Southern Hungary, Dr. John Volgyi, chief 
notary of Szabadka, and others. The meeting was opened by M. 
Julius Szkenderovitch, a local landowner, who amongst other 
things said: —

"In 1848 the question was: should the Bunyevatz people 
join Jellashitch's insurgent Croat troops or the Magyars? 
Without a single exception the Bunyevatz people sided with the 
Magyars, and at Kaponya defeated the Serb insurgents. They 
set the seal of their blood to their loyalty to Hungary. In the 
World War we fought bravely for our Hungarian fatherland»
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and today we have no other wish than that things may again 
be as they were in the past."

Another speaker was Dr. Joseph Mamuzhitch. The follow
ing striking passages from his speech deserve special mention. 
"This mass meeting was not convened by order, or by force, or 
even by the authorities. It was convened by the feelings in our 
hearts that cry for expression. The object of this gathering is 
to give us an opportunity of demonstrating that today we are 
what for centuries we were, honest, loyal subjects of the 
Holy Crown of Hungary. We wish to testify to the fact that 
in spirit we have not changed during the 22 years of alien 
oppression, that we are still linked to the Hungarian nation by 
the bonds of wellnigh 300 years of common labour, of good and 
bad fortune shared together. . .  We emphatically declare that 
yvhat happened in 1918 was not the fault of the Bunyevatz 
people; it was the fault of certain Bunyevatz men who, to serve 
their own interests, to satisfy their lust for power and their 
vanity, for purely selfish reasons, that is to say, took it upon 
themselves to act on behalf of the Bunyevatz people. . .  We 
frankly and honestly admit that what happened then contributed 
to Hungary’s ruin. Unfortunately there were Judases even among 
the Bunyevatz people, who without consulting us acted on 
their own initiative, dragging the good name of the honest 
Bunyevatz people in the mud. But I venture to assert that the 
honest Bunyevatz people never identified themselves with those 
men. We had no opportunity of protesting against their machina
tions; the bayonets of our oppressors prevented us from speak
ing freely and expressing our loyalty to the Holy Crown of 
Hungary and our fidelity to the Regent of Hungary . . .  We want 
to live and work for our country, and we do not want to be 
regarded as a minority. We desire to be citizens of a country 
belonging to the Holy Crown of Hungary, citizens with the 
same duties but also with the same rights as the rest of Hun
gary's subjects. In the past we laboured, fought and shed our 
blood for Hungary, and should we be called upon to do so, 
we are ready to fight and shed our blood for the same cause 
again..."

M. Pero Baics, speaking on behalf of the War Cripples' 
Association of which he is the chairman, amongst other things 
said: — “If we were able to fight together with the Magyars 
in the World War and live together with them in the greatest 
harmony before it, we shall also be able to co-operate with them 
in the task of building up a new Hungary. . .  We desire to be
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loyal citizens of St. Stephen’s Hungary, and are ready to obey- 
all the commands of our only leader, Admiral Horthy, the 
Regent of Hungary. If necessary we are prepared to fight with 
even greater resolution than in the World War, in order that 
the frontiers of St. Stephen s Realm may be fully restored and 
to prevent a repetition of 1918."

On behalf of the Bunyevatz and Shokatz people of Zombor 
and Baranya a speech was delivered by Dr. Gregory Vukovitch, 
former member of the Skupshtina, in which he said: — "We were 
not in the least surprised to find that Yugoslavia, that arti
ficially constructed State, was doomed to fall to pieces. A 
State the majority nation of which made robbery, corruption 
and the oppression of the nationalities its chief aim, could not 
expect to survive. Yugoslavia's collapse was the logical conse
quence of the events preceding it. I may safely say, and you,
Magyars, know that this is truej that not a single tear was
shed by any of the Bunyevatz and Shokatz people for the late
Yugoslavia. On the contrary, our hearts are full of joy and
happiness, for with the collapse of Yugoslavia we have been 
delivered from the sufferings and oppression that were our lot 
merely because we dared to say that we are Bunyevatz and 
Shokatz people. We, the Bunyevatz and Shokatz people of 
Zombor and its surroundings, look forward with pleasure to the 
future, for the 12th of April was a day of deliverance, not only 
for the Magyars of these regions, but also for us, a day when;: 
we were set free from our bonds and from oppression. . .  It is 
with perfect confidence that we begin a new life in our old 
country, Hungary, a life which we hope will be the continuation 
of what was broken off in 1918. We are filled with hope, 
because it is our conviction that the Magyars will continue to 
act with generosity; will not regard us as second rate citizens, 
as the Serbs did, but that they will look upon us as brethren 
who are eager to do their share in the work of ensuring a 
happier future for Greater Hungary. We are fully justified in 
expecting this, for the Hungarian nation, which like ourselves 
suffered much during the past 22 years, sees things in their 
true light and will be able to sympathize with our aims and 
appreciate the fact that of all the nationalities in former Yugo
slavia it was the Bunyevatz and Shokatz people who suffered 
the most. The struggles of the past 22 years have forged such 
strong links between us and the Magyars that there is no power 
on earth that would be able to sunder us again. . .  I am sure, 
in fact I know, that we do not need to ask for Bunyevatz.
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elementary and secondary schools, that we shall get them 
without asking for them, and that in every respect we shall 
enjoy equal rights with the Magyars... I beg General Bitto, 
as the representative of the Hungarian army, to convey to those 
in the highest places a message of our loyalty and devotion."

When the leaders of the Bunyevatz people had finished 
their speeches, the meeting unanimously and with great en
thusiasm resolved to send a telegram expressing homage to the 
Regent of Hungary. The text of that telegram rans as follows:

"Thousands of the Bunyevatz people of Szabadka have 
gathered together to give expression to their joy at being once 
again under the sceptre of St. Stephen and their loyalty 
towards the Hungarian nation, which in good and bad fortune 
alike always treated them as brethren. With the greatest respect 
we humbly thank Your Highness for becoming the patron of 
the Bunyevatz people, who, true to the traditions handed down 
to them by their forefathers, are ready to labour and shed their 
blood for the prosperity of St. Stephen's Realm.

We beg Your Highness graciously to accept this expression 
of our heartfelt devotion and homage.”

When the resolution embodying this notable expression of 
loyalty had been passed the meeting dispersed.

SZEKLERS FROM BUKOVINA SETTLED IN THE BACSKA
It had already been announced by the late Count Paul 

Teleki that some of the Magyars living abroad would be repa
triated. The first to be considered were the Szeklers of Bukovina, 
whose ancestors had fled thence 178 years ago to escape being 
slaughtered by the Austrian general Bukov's troops at the 
time of the "Massacre of Madefalva”. Preparations to repatriate 
them were begun last December, but it was only a short time 
ago that the plan was put into execution. The last of them, a 
group of about 1500, have now arrived in the areas regained 
from Yugoslavia, where they were awaited in their new homes 
in the old country by the rest of the Szeklers of Bukovina. in 
number 13.000.

They were allowed by the Rumanian Government to sell 
their animals, and an arrangement between Rumania and the 
Hungarian Government provides for the disposal of their land 
and houses. Their animals were sold in a few hours, usually, 
of course, at a very low price, but that did not matter much to 
them. The greater part of their furniture and their church plate
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they brought away with them. They had much to relate about, 
their arrival at the frontier station of Kosna, where they were 
met by a delegation from the Settlement Commissioner's office, 
the commander of a regiment of the Frontier Guards, physicians,. 
Green Cross nurses and social welfare workers.

The Szeklers were very pleased with this reception, but 
what touched them most was the warm welcome extended to 
them by the Magyars of the villages near their new homes. In 
Topolya and Kishegyes pigs were slaughtered to provide a feast 
for them; in Maria-Major the girls of the village baked wedding- 
cakes for five young Szekler couples about to be married, and 
everywhere the Magyars helped them with their work in the 
fields.

These fields have not been allotted to their several owners 
yet; they are being cultivated on a co-operative basis under the 
direction of an economic supervisor. The populations of five 
large villages in Bukovina have been settled in twenty small 
settlement villages. Among them are to be found Szeklers who> 
had fled to Hungary before the work of repatriation was carried 
out. Ten per cent of the people settled in those places are ex- 
servicemen and the families of soldiers who were killed during 
the campaign in Southern Hungary. What best shows the vitality 
and energy of the returning Szeklers is perhaps the fact that 
it was only for a very short time that they availed themselves 
of the provisions distributed to them by the army. By 10th June 
most of the settlements had announced that they were now able 
to provide for themselves.

HUNGARIAN LIFE PULSES IN RESTORED SOUTHERN
AREAS

Hungarian life has begun to pulse again in that ancient 
part of Hungary which during the period of alien oppression 
struggled with exemplary zeal, with a perseverance the reward 
of which was often a martyr’s sufferings, and which had been 
the most fertile part of “a land flowing with milk and honey". 
In a remarkably short time the Hungarian army re-established 
peace and order in those disturbed areas.

Irrespective of race or language the people of this ancient 
part of Hungary welcomed their deliverers with scenes of wild 
enthusiasm. Touching episodes gave proof of their attachment 
to the mother-country. In every town and village festivities 
that will never be forgotten by those who witnessed them, pro-

27



DANUBIAN REVIEW

•claimed the joy of the inhabitants. To mention only some of the 
most striking celebrations, on 23rd May a crowd of 3000 people 
in Szabadka made a demonstration to show that they were 
Magyars. Among the speakers at this meeting was the Rev. Mr. 
Golozik, a Roman Catholic Prelate, who said in an emphatic 
manner — "We do not wish to take revenge, for revenge is a 
weak weapon; our weapons have always been truth and justice. 
Justice, tolerance and reconciliation are our principles, as they 
were St. Stephens principles a thousand years ago."

Similarly impressive festivities were held on 30th May at 
Ujvidek, where, besides Magyar speakers, Herr Francis Hamm, 
representing the German racial group, addressed the meeting. 
He declared that it was inspiring for the Germans of Southern 
Hungary to know that they would take part in the work of 
reconstruction. In his closing remarks he said that the German 
people were loyal to their race and their country. On 3rd June 
the Bunyevaci of Szabadka held a mass meeting at which one 
of the speakers, M. Joseph Mamushitch, declared that the over
whelming majority of the Bunyevaci had always been loyal 
to the Holy Crown of Hungary, had always desired to live in 
Hungary, and in future wished to promote the good of that 
country, in which they hoped to live, not as a minority, but as 
members of the Hungarian masses, co-operating with them to 
labour tor the prosperity of their common fatherland, for which 
they were prepared to shed their blood. Very impressive was 
the tattoo of the ex-servicemen held on 9th June, at which, 
amongst others, Herr Anthony Schweisler, speaking on behalf 
of the ex-servicemen of German race, stressed the point that 
they were one in a spirit of comradeship irrespective of race 
or language. Another speaker was M. Stephen Martcsekenyi, 
M. P., who declared that the Magyars received their comrades 
of other tongues with open arms; the table of Magyar 
hospitality was spread for all alike.

Economic organization is proceeding rapidly in the restored 
areas. The first step was to establish the rate of exchange of 
the dinar, 10 dinars being taken as equivalent to 1 pengo. The 
revaluation of shares and insurance policies in the areas regained 
from Yugoslavia has also been carried out. Railway, postal and 
•telegraphic communication between those areas and the mother- 
country has been established, and reorganization in the fields 
of jurisdiction, education, internal administration and finance is 
vin progress. An extensive programme of road-building is in 
process of elaboration. This is necessary because during the
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Yugoslav era the roads were badly neglected and nothing in 
the way of constructing new ones was undertaken. The return 
of Roman Catholic and Protestant parishes to the bosom of 
their old Hungarian dioceses has also begun, that of the former 
through a decree issued by the Holy See. Bishop Raffay has 
announced the return of the Lutheran parishes, making it 
clear in his statement that people of non-Magyar tongue are to 
be allowed the free use of their own languages in Church life. 
This right has in any case been ensured to the rest of the 
denominations, too, by the Government and the ecclesiastical 
authorities. Large numbers of Magyars from Yugoslavia are be
ing re-settled in the restored areas. Thus, for instance, 480 
Magyars arrived at Ujvidek on 13th June. Groups of war- 
prisoners belonging to the restored areas who were captured 
either by the German or the Hungarian troops, are now returning 
to their homes again.

THE HUNGARIAN MINISTER OF EDUCATION TOURS 
SUB-CARPATHIA

Immediately after the re-incorporation in Hungary of Sub- 
Carpathia there began an exceptionally intensive economic, 
social and cultural development. The Culture Week of Sub- 
Carpathia presented in review the great cultural — particularly 
artistic — values of the re-incorporated Hungarian territory. 
Then the Hungarian Minister of Education, Dr. Valentine Ho
man, started on a tour of the province accompanied by M. 
Nicholas Kozma, Commissioner representing the Regent; the 
Minister subsequently toured Transylvania: and both tours sug
gested to the chief executive of Hungarian culture many ideas 
and projects to be carried into effect. In a statement made on 
May 27th. the Minister stressed that he desired to gather infor
mation respecting the educational problems to be solved and 
the condition of the schools of Sub-Carpathia. The cultivation of 
the ethnic peculiarities of the Ruthenians — he said — and the 
encouragement of individual culture finding its due place within 
the framework of the great Hungarian cultural community, is 
the only method by which we shall be able to further a 
profitable husbanding of resources as between Ruthenians and 
Magyars in keeping with historical traditions. The Minister of 
Education announced that in the course of his conversations he
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had obtained a clear idea of the requirements the satisfaction 
of which would enable the Government to eliminate the deficien
cies in the situation of the schools in Sub-Carpathia.

" / was surprised” — said the Minister in his statement — 
"to see the lack of proportion in evidence as originating from 
the days of Czech rule. Whereas at Ungvar — undoubtedly with 
a view to impressing foreigners — there were magnificent build
ings proclaiming the desire to spread culture, outside in the 
villages there are hundreds of school buildings in the most 
wretched state — dilapidated and dirty — which tell tales of 
the heinous carelessness of twenty years. On the basis of the 
comprehensive programme drafted by the Commissioner represent
ing the Regent we have discussed a plan of compaign spread 
over a number of years the realisation of which will enable us 
to raise the elementary and secondary education of Sub-Car
pathia to the level which post-Trianon Hungary has reached 
despite her dismemberment.
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Count Paul Teleki’s Political Testament.
A book of startling force has just been published. It was 

designed by its author as a fingerpost, not only for the present 
Hungarian generation, but also for those to come. Namely, some 
time before his death Count Teleki asked one of his colleagues 
to edit a collection of his speeches and writings that would be 
useful reading for the public. When one peruses that volume, 
one has almost the feeling that the kindly but troubled face of 
Count Teleki, who so suddenly and tragically took leave of his 
well-beloved Magyar people whose future caused him so much 
anxiety, looks up at one from its pages. The preface states that 
on the last day of his life Count Teleki went through the proofs, 
and that after correcting them he added the following lines to 
the first chapter:

“Now that I have reached the point where I have learned 
how much may be believed of what is contained in books and 
printed matter in general, I feel that before I depart this life 
it is my duty to impart to the Hungarian nation the fruit of all 
my experience to serve as a guide for the people. I therefore make 
over to them all that I have learned during the last year of my 
life.”

From the last sentence it may be gathered that when Count 
Teleki was correcting the proofs of the book he knew that death 
was near, and that one of the most important tasks he set himself 
to accomplish in the last days of his life was to bequeath as a 
Testament to the Hungarian nation the sum total of all the ex
perience, thoughts and observations of a long life.

Another intimate friend of his, writing in the “Magyar 
Szemle" (Hungarian Review), says that he was constantly pre
occupied with thoughts of death, and often mentioned that he 
did not want to pass away without leaving something behind 
him; he would make arrangements before ha died that the Hun
garian nation should reap the fruits of his experience and learn 
his thoughts and anxieties. It is with the greatest reverence there
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fore that we take up this book, which is an added proof that 
with his death Count Teleki wished to serve the nation and 
ensure its future. What he left behind him is not an edition de 
luxe, a prize for collectors, but a logically composed, concise 
catechism for the whole nation. With its plain and unpretentious 
binding and rich contents the book resembles its author, who, 
besides being a politician, was a geographer, a historian, an 
economist, a philosopher, but above all a Magyar. A Magyar, 
who although able to imbibe all the learning of other countries, 
enjoy all the beauties of international culture, see things in a 
European perspective, think and act as a European, remained, in 
the very heart of Europe, a Magyar of the East, eastern, lonely, 
with the ancient wisdom of the Asiatic steppes.

What chiefly emerges from his book is that he believed in 
Hungary’s future, in the inevitable necessity of preserving the 
characteristics peculiar to the Magyar race, and that he was 
persuaded that the role of the Hungarian nation was “ to establish 
peace, unity and understanding’’ in the Danube Valley. Particul
arly interesting are the chapters in which he expounds the thesis 
that life never stands still, that development is a law of nature 
to which Hungary's political, social and economic machinery 
must also adapt itself. New ideas that have proved successful in 
other countries would have a stimulating and directing effect on 
the tempo and trend of Hungarian progress, but Hungarian 
development must take into account the psyche, the nature, the 
mentality and the traditions of the Magyars, and the possibilities 
afforded by those factors. Later on Count Teleki says that the 
Magyar folkpsyche is not united on the question of the accept
ance of a totalitarian system of government. "In my opinion" — 
he writes — “the great majority, the true-born Magyar section of 
the nation, would absolutely refuse to accept a totalitarian 
system in the narrowest sense of the word; the Magyars will 
not bow to any authority except what their own nature and ideas 
recognize as such, and the Magyar people are mature enough 
to choose their own leaders.”

Count Teleki explains that cognizance must be taken of the 
lessons of the new era; all the new ideas produced by other 
nations must be assimilated by Hungary, but they must be brought 
into conformance with the traditions of Hungary’s past, the 
character of the Hungarian nation and the psyche of the Ma
gyar folk.

“We must never create anything” — he says in one place 
— "that will have to be discarded later on. We must not establish
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something on the spur of the moment that later on the historical 
sense of the nation will reject."

Interesting also is the following passage: — “I should very 
much like if certain things would cease: intrigue, elbowing,
flattery, servility, the assertion of private at the expense of public 
interests, the haughty holding of the masses at arm's length and 
the rigid system of cut and dried regulations in State administra
tion, which may be all right for the officials concerned, but not 
for those administered, and which have nothing in common with 
life."

Dr. Andrew Fall: The Collapse o f Yugoslavia.
Dr. Andrew Fall has written a very valuable and interest

ing book on the collapse of Yugoslavia. The author has discarded 
all the usual methods of writing history. The custom hitherto 
was that historians either wrote the history of a country as a 
whole or the several details of certain phases of its life (the 
history of each period separately, monographs on its cultural 
or political history, etc.), or publicists wrote accounts of the 
course of events, presenting them in a light calculated to 
support their own opinions. Then there were also works describ
ing the structure of the country they dealt with, written either 
with a view to propagating knowledge or with some ulterior 
purpose. Dr. Fall, instead of employing dialectic methods or 
the methods used by the historian concerned merely with the 
recording of events on cultural, geographical and geo-political 
aspects, has given us an all-embracing history of a State.

In a former volume his theme was Rumania; this book 
deals with Yugoslavia. It contains the history of each of the 
peoples that were comprised in that State; relates the historical 
causes of their evolution into separate nations; describes their 
individual characters, traditions, religions and civilizations, and 
shows us in what they resemble one another and where they 
differ. It treats of the causes responsible for their separate 
developments, of the chain of events leading thereto. Then it 
gives us the history of their union. It tells us of their religious 
history, of their struggles, of the factors responsible for dissolu
tion, of the events that finally led to Yugoslavia's collapse. 
It describes the different nations and tribes in Yugoslavia, and 
gives us the history of that country's internal and foreign po
licies and of her cultural and economic life. It draws a com
parison between the situation of the Croats and Serbs during 
the Hungarian era and the position of the minorities in Yugo
slavia — in the first place that of the Magyars — during the 
brief period of that State's existence.
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The book is therefore a perfect example of its type; it is 
an all-embracing work, comprising geographical history, a collec
tion of monographs of the different periods, pragmatic history, 
cultural history and geo-political history. At the same time it 
is also the work of a publicist, for with the sharp weapons of 
dialectics, with irrefutable arguments and practical knowledge, 
it demolishes the impossible theory upon which that mistaken 
and artificial political structure was erected. It is a compre
hensive work containing everything that can be said about that 
disintegrated State and its nationalities, from factual data to 
pragmatic deductions and the conclusions to be drawn from 
them, stated in a most convincing manner.

Dr. Fall begins with the premise that although there were 
Yugoslav nations and tribes, there never was a Yugoslavia, 
because the histories, civilizations and religions of those na
tions and tribes had developed separately. From below the tribal 
organizations of the Serbs, Croats and Bosnians formed them
selves into nations, but the State of Yugoslavia and a non
existent Yugoslav nation was artificially created from above 
by the Peace Conference. But as there is no chemical formula 
that would give life to a homunculus, so a State created at the 
conference table is no State except in name. It lacks the breath 
of life that only a uniformity of ideas, feelings and civilizations 
can impart. An interesting point mentioned by the author is 
that the word "Yugoslavia" is merely a geographical term 
devised by Slav poets to designate the kindred origin of the 
Southern Slavs.

Dr. Fall tells us of what nations and tribes Yugoslavia 
was composed. He gives us the history of the Serbs in detail, 
with all the vicissitudes through which the Serb Kingdom had 
to go: its struggles with the Turks, its conquest by them, its 
vassalage, and finally its liberation. He points out the excessively 
imperialistic tendencies of the Serbs which kept them in a 
constant fever of excitement (this was the reason why civil 
wars, conspiracies and regicides were so common), and not 
themselves alone, but also the entire area of the Balkans. This 
was why Serbia became the storm-centre of Europe. This was 
what led to the World War by way of the Serajevo assassina
tions instigated by the "Black Hand”. So much for Orthodox 
Serbia. Roman Catholic Croatia (whose regions between the 
Save and the Drave had been occupied by the Magyars when 
first they took possession of Hungary) became part of this 
country when, the Croat national dynasty having become 
extinct, the widow of King Zvoinimir, who was King Ladislas 
of Hungary's sister, joined Hungary. From that time until after 
the Peace Edict of Trianon, Croatia, enjoying extensive auto
nomy, formed an indivisible part of Hungary. Differences there
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were, conflicts between Hungary and Croatia, but the Croat 
nobles nevertheless fought together with the Magyar nobles in 
defence of their common fatherland and for its liberty. The Ma
gyars generously agreed that Slavonia, an ancient Magyar terri
tory, should be incorporated in Croatia, and in 1867 the Croats 
were given carte blanche to submit any demands they might 
choose to formulate. Thus by mutual agreement a Croato- 
Magyar compromise was arrived at. Dr. Fall also tells us the 
history of Bosnia-Hercegovina, which had come under Magyar 
rule as early as 1137. Later on it figured in the Hungarian 
coat-of-arms. After a turbulent period it was set free from the 
Turkish yoke by the Berlin Congress, which decreed its occupa
tion by Austria-Hungary, by which it was afterwards annexed. 
No less interesting is the history of Dalmatia. The first Croat 
settlement area, this region went through many vicissitudes. For 
a long time it belonged to Hungary, then it became an Austrian 
hereditary province, but Hungary never renounced her claim to 
it. The author also sketches the history of Montenegro, Slovenia 
and the parts of Hungary attached to Yugoslavia, which ever 
since the Magyars occupied Hungary had been part and parcel 
of that country.

A part of the book deserving special attention and separate 
mention is the chapter in which the author draws a comparison 
between Croat Illyrism and Pan-Serb ambitions. It is true that 
in the Middle Ages the idea of a union of all Serbs, Bosnians 
and Croats was mooted, but these nations purposed creating 
that nation by force of arms in order to attain their own su- 
prematic ends. During the long period of Turkish rule this plan 
was dropped and passed into oblivion without leaving any 
trace, and after their liberation the Croats began to dream of 
a Greater Croatia, the Serbs of a Greater Serbia. The two 
currents ran parallel to each other, never meeting at any point 
until the Peace Edicts of Paris forcibly created the Yugoslav 
mosaic, which after a short and stormy existence has now 
fallen into its component parts. The idea of Illyrism was 
devised by Napoleon as a means of weakening Austria and the 
Italian States. It united Kraina, Carinthia, Dalmatia, Istria and 
Croatia. The Illyr State soon collapsed and from its ruins arose 
among the Croats in 1848 the national idea in the form of a 
vague dream. Serbia, however, had no place in the dreams of 
the Croats, except in those of a few fanatics like Bishdp 
Strossmayer, who hoped to convert the Orthodox Serbs to the 
Roman Catholic faith. Any others who included Serbia in 
their dreams were not Croats; they were merely Serbs of 
Croatia.

In the imagination of the Serbs, on the other hand, the 
Pan-Serb dream of supremacy began to unfold from the beginn
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ing of the XIX century on. Its dreamers regarded every Southern 
Slav — Catholic Croat and Mohamedan Bosnian alike — a Serb. 
Russia helped to foster this fantastic conception in order to 
disrupt the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy with the dynamite of 
Pan-Slav ambitions. Excessive Serb imperialism, always ready 
for conspiracies and outrages and with an unbridled lust for 
power, paved the way for the idea of Pan-Serb hegemony with, 
fire and sword through the instrumentality of secret societies. 
It had nothing in common with Croat Illyrism, with Croat na
tional aspirations, and when the apostles of the Paris Peace 
mixed up the two ideas — marrying fire to water — the 
monstrous political homunculus known as Yugoslavia, which 
served Pan-Serb aims, was conceived.

The story of the Serb Maffia as told by Dr. Fall reads 
like a historical gangster novel. The chapter which proves with 
statistics and geo-political arguments that under the common 
term “Yugoslavia” two nations, two peoples, were linked 
together that were divided by geographical factors and whose 
economic interests were at variance, is a masterly study from 
a geographical point of view as well as from that of political 
economy. With the unbiassed detachment of the historian and 
in a pragmatic manner the author discloses all Yugoslavia's 
convulsive struggles during the past twenty-two years, all the 
cruel and abortive experiments tried by her internal and foreign 
policies, Stoyadinovitch's well-meant plans, and finally the 
stupidity and violence of the Putsch Government which frus
trated the efforts of sensible and moderate men like Prince 
Paul and Premier Tsvetkovitcn. The same Serb spirit which in 
1914 was the cause of the World War, for twenty-two years 
cruelly oppressed Yugoslavia's non-Serb nationalities, threatened 
to plunge her neighboura into war, staged bloody outrages and 
finally brought ruin upon the Serb people themselves. Hungary, 
although she never surrendered her rightful claims, was 
willing from a higher European point of view to keep peace 
with Yugoslavia, honestly shown by her treaty of friendship with 
that country. It was only when armed Serb forces invaded her 
frontiers, when Serb aeroplanes bombed peaceful towns, when 
bands of Chetniks committed atrocities against the Magyars of 
Yugoslavia that her army, in a manner strictly in keeping with 
international usage, marched into the ancient Magyar territories 
— but not until Yugoslavia had disintegrated into its component 
parts and had ceased to exist as the S. H. S. Kingdom.

The space at our disposal does not permit of a detailed 
review of the chapters which draw a comparison betweeen the 
full political and cultural freedom enjoyed by the Serbs in 
Hungary, their excellent economic position, and the shameful 
situation of the Magyars in Yugoslavia, the way they were
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oppressed in cultural and religious matters and the methods 
employed to ruin them economically.

As said above, the work, which is illustrated with three 
maps, is all-embracing, exhaustive, surprisingly objective and 
well supplied with data: it therefore serves to fill a gap. It 
does not contain a single statement that is unsupported by data, 
by authentic and irrefutable documentary evidence. Anyone 
interested in any particular point will find a faithful, detailed 
and reliable elucidation of his problem in it. The inter-relation 
of historical, geographical, economic, spiritual and cultural 
factors is to be found only in this book, as it is only in it 
that we find the psychological aspects of the question, its 
historical logic, the connection between cause and effect and 
the interplay of all the factors involved. Much credit is due to 
the author for choosing an easy, clear and narrative style of 
expression which brings this extremely difficult, complicated 
and tangled subject so near to his readers that they will be 
able to penetrate into the labyrinth of this serious problem with 
ease and no little enjoyment.

Herbert van Leisen: “Les Terres Hongroises de 
Transylvanie. “

Many books and articles have been written about Hungary. 
There have also been plenty of books, studies and articles 
published about the Transylvanian question. No wonder that the 
attention of thinking men is turning to that part of Europe. But 
much goodwill and clarity of judgment is required to make 
Western readers understand what conditions really are in that 
stormcentre of the Continent. Peace and tranquil development 
in Europe depend on an equitable solution of its problems much 
more that people in the Western countries believe. Herbert van 
Leisen's book, written in French, is of special importance because 
he approaches them with unprejudiced eyes and an honest 
determination to understand them.

Herbert van Leisen visited Hungary immediately after the 
Vienna Award was pronounced, when he travelled through the 
towns and villages of Transylvania and spoke with Tran
sylvanian politicians, journalists and simple peasants. He 
saw Northern Transylvania's metamorphosis after its restoration 
to the mother-country, that in practically a few days it threw 
off all the oriental characteristics superimposed upon it by the 
twenty years of Rumanian rule, to become again an outpost of 
Hungarian culture and European civilization.

The members of the great reading public, whose heads 
begin to resemble encyclopedias of geographical names and
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historical dates, are loth to take up any that broaches new 
problems or presents old ones in a new light. It is the task of 
the conscientious journalist to present his problems in a way 
that provides interesting reading for the general public and 
sufficient material for experts. Van Leisen is a very conscientious 
journalist, for his book is interesting as a romance yet contains 
as great a wealth of data for experts as any of the most serious 
scientific works on Transylvania. He minutely describes the 
historical and economic aspects of that region, the peoples 
inhabiting it, their relations with one another, and the history of 
their settlement there. He does not refute the false historical 
theories about Transylvania which have done so much to poison 
the atmosphere of Europe; he merely establishes facts on the 
basis of what has been said on the subject by serious scholars 
and famous European authorities. He describes how Transylvania 
was conquered by the Magyars, tells the history of the Szeklers, 
— a branch of the Magyar nation, — relates how at the end 
of the twelfth century the Saxons came to settle there and later on 
the Swabians, and how in the same century the Rumanians, a 
primitive pastoral folk, filtered into the country, taking 
possession of the villages ravaged by the Turks, where they 
increased in number until finally they overran the whole of 
Transylvania.

The author of this splendid book sums up his conclusions. 
in a short quotation from Jacques Bainville which might pass for 
an apt description of Van Leisen's own conception of Hungary, a 
country that he himself cannot picture except as established on the 
foundation of St. Stephen's Realm. "Ethnographic frontiers con
stantly change and are unstable because of differences of race, 
language and religion. As for strategic frontiers, they are illusory 
unless there is a line of defence protected by organized forces 
behind them." Then, also in the words of Bainville, the great 
French historian, he continues as follows: — ,.Despite her disaster 
Hungary is blessed with strong national feeling and a resolute 
will. The small and middle-sized countries around her may well 
be uneasy, and it cannot be to the interest of any Great Power 
to oppose the rise and progress of the Hungarian nation."

G. R.
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BULGARIA
THE IMPORTANCE OF MACEDONIA AND THRACE 

IN BULGARIA’S ECONOMIC LIFE
After the Balkan compaign now ended the area of Bul

garia including the Macedonian and Thracian territories hitherto 
belonging to Greece and Bulgaria (55.054 sq. kms.) has increased 
to 165.826 sq. kms., which makes her a medium-sized State. 
This fresh acquisition of territory is of the greatest importance 
from an economic point of view.

In Macedonia the chief agricultural products are maize, 
cotton and tobacco, which are grown in large quantities. The 
average annual yield of tobacco is about 8000 tons. A round 
7.5 tons of poppy-seed are also produced yearly. In 1938, 500 
tons of cotton were produced in those areas. Thanks to a 
warm climate the production of early vegetables is a profitable 
undertaking in Macedonia. About 6000 tons of beans are 
produced yearly. Figs, olives, pomegranates and almonds are 
grown in considerable quantities.

In Eastern Macedonia and Western Thrace, which hitherto 
belonged to Greece, the chief products — as we would expect 
in a warm climate — are tobacco, olives, lemons, sesame and 
cotton. 54% of Greece’s tobacco in 1934 came from those parts. 
That year 32.428 tons of tobacco were produced on 87.000 
hectares in the territory handed over to Bulgaria. In 1939 Bul
garia produced 34.100 tons of that commodity. In future thanks 
to her new acquisition Bulgaria will produce about 75.000 tons 
of tobacco yearly. This enormous quantity will raise Bulgaria 
to the position of the greatest tobacco producing country in 
Europe. In the Greek areas attached to Bulgaria forests cover 
an extent of about 750.000 hectares.

The quantity of live stock in the areas attached to Bulgaria 
is great, the number of sheep and goats being particularly large. 
In the Macedonian areas formerly belonging to Yugoslavia about 
2.000.000 sheep and 500.00o goats were registered. This means 
that the production of textiles and cheese in Bulgaria will 
largely increase.

The Yugoslav areas attached to Bulgaria are particularly
39



DANUBIAN REVIEW

rich in minerals. Iron and copper ore of a good quality is 
found in great quantities in the Vardar Valley. Besides this 
the Vardar and Morava districts are rich in lead, tin and 
chrome. Five of Yugoslavia's eight chrome ore mines were in this 
district. In smaller quantities manganese, antimony and magnesite 
are also mined in Macedonia. In Western Thrace lead, tin, 
silver, copper, manganese, chrome, iron and antimony are also 
to be found. ("Stud”, May 31st.)

CROATIA
THE FINANCIAL ORGANIZATION OF THE NEW 

CROAT STATE
On 12th May was established the National Bank of 

Croatia, the Bank of Issue of the new Croat State, with head 
offices in Zagreb. The new Bank will take over the assets and 
functions in Croatia of the former National Bank of Yugo
slavia, and is to be under the control of the Croat Ministry of 
National Economy. The name of the new Croat money is to be 
the "kuna". This is a monetary unit of historical origin, but the 
name has something in common with the word "kruna” meaning 
"crown’’. The conversion of the dinar is taking place at par. 
Branches of the National Bank are to be established in the 
following towns: Banjaluka, Varasd, Dubrovnik, Mostar, Eszek, 
Serajevo, Spalato and Susak.

On 7th May a State Credit Bank was established in Zagreb. 
It will also be controlled by the Ministry of National Economy. 
This Bank will take over all the assets of the former Croat 
Mortgage Bank and for the present will continue to conduct 
that Bank's business in the same way as before.

In April the Post Office Savings Bank suspended opera
tions, but on 10th May it began to function again. On the same 
date it issued a notice stating that it would pay out 500 dinars 
a week on deposits, but only to such depositors as could prove 
that they were domiciled in Croatia. At the end of 1941 the 
Yugoslav Post Office Savings Bank was handling 26.093 cheque 
accounts totalling on the balance sheet 3.343.943.558 dinars and 
had issued 574.238 passbooks in which deposits totalled 
928.277.208 dinars. In time these sums will be divided among 
the banks that take over the assets and liabilities of the Yugo
slav Post Office Savings Bank. For the present strict care is 
being taken that no money should be paid out to persons who 
have no domiciliary rights in Chroatia; thus it often happens 
that people of small means who have domiciliary rights in 
Slavonia and the Voivodina but have been living for decades 
in Zagreb are left entirely without money.

Now that the State has established its own credit and
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financial organizations it of course wishes to exercise a certain 
control over private banking houses. The private banks that 
wholeheartedly and without reservations support the new order 
will naturally enjoy special privileges.

The most important of Croatia's financial problems would 
be the liquidation and restoration to Croat economic channels 
of the bank deposits - that have been frozen now for almost ten 
years. Measures to achieve this will probably be taken very 
soon.

tm

HUNGARY

OVER 25.000.000 PENGO TO BE DEVOTED TO REPAIRING 
ROADS IN TRANSYLVANIA

Apart from certain roads of strategic importance the roads in 
Transylvania were sadly neglected during the Rumanian era. 
The indifference or corruptness of the Rumanian regime is 
responsible for the fact that the Transylvanian roads have for 
the greater part deteriorated to a Balkan state of disrepair. This 
we learn also from the reports made by the occupying Hungarian 
army, in which stress was constantly laid on the amount of 
ground covered daily despite the indescribably bad condition of 
the roads.

Throughout the entire area of the restored part of Tran
sylvania the work of repairing and modernizing the roads has 
begun. Endless rows of heaps of gravel stretch along the side 
of the highways and every now and again we meet a steam
roller, the noise of which so seldom broke the silence of the 
Transylvanian valleys during the twenty-two years' Rumanian 
interlude.

The Government is well aware that Transylvanian economic 
life cannot be linked up with that of the mother-country without 
increasing and improving the means of communication. In most 
places work has begun already and is being speeded up as quickly 
as possible. The extensive nature of the work is best character
ized by the fact that while in Hungary only 10 per cent of the 
State roads are to be gone over with the steam-roller this year, 
in Transylvania it is proposed to roll 30 per cent of them. While 
in the mother-country only 332.000 cubic metres of stone are 
to be used for repairs, in Transylvania it is estimated that 418.000 
cubic metres will be required. More eloquently than anything 
else, these figures show how much worse the condition of the 
roads is in Transylvania than in the mother-country.

This year 8.000.000 pengo is to be spent on repairing the 
State roads in the restored parts of Transylvania. On an average, 
mile for mile, this is double the amount that will be devoted to
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the same purpose in the mother-country. For the reconstruction 
of roads in Transylvania this year a further 11.500.000 pengo 
has been voted. On the strength of this Budgetary credit work 
has been started on the stretch of road between Berettyoujfalu 
and Nagyvarad, which for obvious reasons was completely ruined 
by the Rumanians.

Acting on representations made by the Transylvanian 
Economic Board, the Government has added a further 3.000.000 
pengo to the 2.000.000 pengo credit granted for the purpose of 
repairing the county roads. This work is now in full swing under 
the supervision of the several municipalities.

ANNUAL REPORT OF HUNGARIAN CHAMBER 
OF AGRICULTURE

The annual report of the Hungarian Chamber of Agricul
ture, which has just appeared, offers a comprehensive survey of 
the general development of Hungarian economic life in the 
year which has just passed. It establishes the fact that the year 
under review was exceptionally trying to Hungarian agriculture; 
for apart from the effects of the war, the adverse character of 
the weather also affected agrarian production. In 1940 roughly
400.000 cadastral yokes of land sown with produce were devas
tated by inundations, the result being that the yield of the 
wheat harvest, for instance, was roughly 33% less than that 
recorded for the previous year, — a circumstance in itself 
sufficing to explain the difficulties experienced in respect of 
ensuring the public food supply. Animal breeding also suffered 
from the adverse conditions in evidence last year; for farmers 
had to contend with a serious shortage of fodder.

The report further points to the need for a re-adjustment 
of the situation in the inland market. The continuity of agrarian 
production — the report notes — can only be ensured by a 
suitable price-policy.

In dealing with the land policy the report in general 
establishes that this question must be discussed and adjusted 
solely and exclusively as a national and an economic question 
quite independent of ephemeral political considerations.

RUMANIA

RUMANIA IN AN ECONOMIC CRISIS
The ,,Evenimentul” of Bucharest publishes an article about 

the Rumanian economic crisis. The newspaper says that this 
crisis is making itself increasingly felt in Rumania, but that 
other countries of South-Eastern Europe feel the weight of the
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present abnormal conditions to a far greater extent. Here the 
author of the article alludes to Hungary, naturally, for every 
comparison in the Rumanian Press that says "Things are bad 
enough here, but they are much worse elsewhere” is directed 
against Hungary, that country always being the "elsewhere" 
referred to.

Is it true that the weight of the economic crisis is really 
felt more seriously "elsewhere"? The author of the article in the 
“Evenimentul” makes no attempt to prove his statement with 
data, although he would not have far to search for plenty. The 
statistics published in the report of the Hungarian Institute of 
Economic Research, in the Rumanian Statistical Review and in 
the "Siidost Economist" of 11th. April 1941 would provide him 
with ample material for a comparison. Below we publish a few 
of them.

The value of the banknotes in circulation, counted in lei for 
Rumania and pengo for Hungary, was as follows:
1940 January 

June
December

1941 February

47.749 (million lei) 
56.331 „ „
64.349 
66.976

954 (million pengo) 
1078 
1387 
1344

It is unnecessary to explain that the less money there is in 
circulation, the greater its purchasing power. We see that al
though the area of Hungary has grown considerably the amount 
of banknotes in circulation shows only a slight increase, with a 
decrease in February. In Rumania, on the other hand, despite a 
loss of territory there has been a steady increase of the money 
in circulation. In a decreased area there is more money in 
circulation; its purchasing power is therefore naturally less.

Taking the prices quoted in December 1929 as representing 
100, the index figures for wholesale prices in the period mentioned 
above were as follows:

Rumania Hungary
1940 January 109.2 91.7

June 131.7 98.7
September 140.6 105.7

Reckoning the cost of living in the same way, we obtain 
the following figures:

Rumania Hungary
1940 January 164.0 88.5

June 193.9 92.3
December 283.0 100.1

In other words, in December 1940 life in Rumania was 180 
per cent dearer than in Hungary. For a later period we have,
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unfortunately, no authentic Rumanian data, but if the ‘‘Eveni- 
mentul” only begins to notice the crisis now, it is evident that 
there is no improvement in the situation.

Where there is prosperity, or where the weight of the crisis 
is felt less than elsewhere, consumption increases. The following 
figures will show how the consumption of sugar — to take only 
one commodity — has increased (sic) in Rumania.

1940 January 11.173
June 8.899
December 6.579

In one year consumption decreased almost by one half!
What confidence has the Rumanian public in Rumanian 

State bonds? Figures — Rumanian figures — supply the answer.
Average value of the Rumanian State bonds as quoted on 

the Stock Exchange:
1940 January 97.8%

June 94.6°/o
December 89.0%

1941 February 85.6%
No fresh data are available, but we know that there has 

been no improvement in the situation since February last.

BACKWARDNESS OF RUMANIAN AGRICULTURE
One of the most striking proofs of the backwardness of 

Rumanian agriculture is the fact that the cultivation of medicinal 
herbs, which now figures so largely in modern agriculture, is 
being totally neglected. Pharmacy knows more than 480 medicinal 
plants, 300 of which are extremely suitable for cultivation in 
Rumania; as a matter of fact there are certain areas in that 
country, especially in the mountainous districts, where these 
valuable herbs grow wild in great profusion. There is a great 
demand all over Europe for medicinal plants, yet Rumania is 
doing little or nothing to exploit her natural resources in this 
respect. There is no capital available for the purpose, no suitable 
equipment for the transport and storage of medicinal herbs, and, 
last but not least, there are no skilled workers to deal with this 
branch of agriculture.

The greatest obstacle, however, is the narrow-minded taxa
tion policy which, failing to recognize the important role the 
cultivation of medicinal plants is calculated to play in national 
economy, has imposed such high taxes on the growing and 
gathering of those plants that the peasants have no inclination 
to take up this branch of agricultural production systematically. 
In Rumania the medicinal herbs for exportation have a tax of
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5.8% on them in addition to a customs duty of 5%. This tax 
must for the greater part be paid in stamps. In Hungary, on the 
other hand, the only duty imposed on the medicinal herbs ex
ported is an inclusive tax of 4%, which leaves a fair margin of 
profit for their cultivators. Compared with Hungary the back
wardness of this branch of agriculture in Rumania is evident 
from the fact that whereas in 1941 Hungary with a smaller area 
and less suitable soil exported medicinal herbs to the value of 
300 million lei, in the same year Rumania's exports of that com
modity did not amount to more than 7.500,000 lei, or scarcely 
one-fortieth of the value of Hungary's exports of medicinal herbs.

SERBIA
GERMAN MILITARY ADMINISTRATION REORGANIZES 

SERBIA'S ECONOMY
After the flight of the Simovitch Government and its officials 

public administration in Serbia ceased almost entirely. The situa
tion was aggravated by the havoc wrought by the retreating Serb 
troops, for the destruction of numerous important bridges and 
tunnels has not only paralyzed the arteries of economic com
munication in the country, but has also laid heavy financial 
burdens on the taxpayers.

The areas of Serbia are now under German military ad
ministration, The German Government has taken the initial steps 
towards economic reconstruction. Parallel with the administrative 
staff under the control of the military commander of Serbia, 
General Forster of the Air Force, an office has been created 
bearing the title of ,,Economic High Commission for Serbia”. 
This office which is also under the immediate control of the 
military commander, is held by the former German Consul- 
General in Belgrade and by the Belgrade Commissioner respons
ible for the working of the four years' plan.

The German military administration is availing itself of 
Serb co-operation, Serb commissioners have been appointed to 
carry on the work of the former Yugoslav Ministries in Belgrade. 
Those commissioners are: for the Ministry of Finance, M. Letitch 
Dushan, former Minister of Finance in the Stoyadinovitch Cabinet; 
for the Ministries of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture, 
University Professor Miloslav Vasilievitch, director of the Bel
grade International Fair; for the Ministry of Communications, 
Dr. Lazarus Kistitch, university professor; for the Ministry of 
Public Works, former State Secretary Joshifovatz Stanislav, and 
for the Ministry of Public Welfare, former State Secretary Dr. 
Stephen Ivanitch.
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SLOVAKIA

SITUATION OF THE WORKING PEOPLE IN SLOVAKIA
Where the situation of the working people is concerned, 

Slovakia is unique in Central Europe. In all the adjacent 
countries unemployment for the moment has practically ceased, 
but Slovakia, do what she may, is not able to cope with this 
disturbing economic and social evil. First she tried to solve the 
problem of the unemployed masses by sending them abroad. 
In neighbouring Germany the boom in war industries has led 
to a large influx of workmen from the countries with unem
ployed masses, such as Slovakia. From that country the workless 
swarmed into Germany, hoping to find employment in the 
German industries. According to official Slovak sources of 
information, over 100.000 Slovak workmen are employed in 
Germany at present. The semi-official “Slovak” of 23th May 
states that according to official statistics the total number of 
unemployed in Slovakia in the month of April was still 4-9.549. 
The only consolation the semi-official “Slovak” has to offer is 
that in April the number of unemployed was smaller than it 
had been for years. Thus, for instance, the number of unemployed 
registered in Slovakia in the April of 1938 was 75.272, in the 
same month of 1939 it was 60.290, and 44.495 in 1940. If we 
consider that over 100.000 Slovaks are employed in Germany 
and that their number had been steadily increasing during the 
past few years, it is evident that the decrease in unemploy
ment is due to an increase of emigration to Germany. This leads 
us to the conclusion that Slovak industry is not able to provide 
employment for considerable masses of Slovakia’s workmen. The 
aggregate number of the unemployed at home and the Slovak 
workmen in Germany is about 150.000. This is the number of 
bread-winners who are not able to earn a living in Slovakia. 
If to that number we add the members of their families (count
ing three persons as one family) the number of those for whom 
Slovakia’s industry is unable to provide a livelihood is about 
450.000. And the situation is aggravated greatly by a general 
increase in the cost of living and a scarcity of food.

The data relating to wholesale prices have been published 
by the Slovak State Statistical Office. From the figures of that 
report it emerges that, taking the prices prevailing at the be
ginning of January 1939 as representing 100, the wholesale price 
index in May 1939 was still 100 for foodstuffs and articles of 
consumption, but had risen to 105 in the case of industrial 
goods and raw materials. In five months the wholesale prices 
of industrial goods had thus risen 5 per cent. This meant that 
Slovak industry was finding itself in an increasingly difficult 
situation and had greater difficulties in providing employment
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for industrial workers. This again is as much as to say that 
industrial working people were faced with a greater probability 
of being forced to swell the ranks of an already disturbingly 
large army of unemployed.

By the end of 1939 matters had grown worse, and the 
prices of foodstuffs had also begun to go up, the index figure 
for that period being 111. For industrial articles and raw ma
terials it had already reached 122. At that time industrial prices 
were 11 points higher than the prices of foodstuffs, which meant 
that conditions in Slovakia were rapidly growing worse.

In the course of 1940 they grew increasingly worse. The 
index figure for foodstuffs rose to 120, for industrial articles 
it was 149. The difference between the two was already 25 
points. Compared with 1939, which we have taken as represent
ing 100, food was now 24 per cent and industrial articles were 
49 per cent dearer.

Thus the working classes in Slovakia are faced with the 
following difficulties. In the first place they are crushed down 
by the burden of unemployment. There seems to be no solution 
of this problem, and matters are growing more and more 
intolerable owing to a steady rise in the cost of living. Added 
to this, industry has to cope with growing difficulties caused 
by soaring raw material prices, so that the danger that unemploy
ment may become a permanent evil threatens the working people 
of Slovakia with a very black outlook for the future.
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BU DA P E S T .  
M U N I C I P A L  M I N E R A L  
B A T H S  A N D  S P R I N G S
ST. GELLERT MEDICINAL BATHS AND 
HYDROPATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Radio-active thermal springs, 47° C. Firstrate hotel 
with 260 bedrooms. Special prices for full treat
ment. Effervescent swimming-pool. Medical treat
ment. Modern equipment.
Address: Szt. Gellert-ter 1., Budapest, XI. 
Telephone: 268-800.

UDAS MEDICINAL BATHS AND HYDRO
PATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Thermal pool and radium baths. Modern hydro
pathic establishment. Dietetic catering. Special 
inclusive terms. Indoors swimming-pool.
Address: Dobrentei-ter 9. Budapest.

SZ^CHENYI MEDICINAL BATHS
Sulphuric thermal water, 76° centigrade, springing 
from a depth of 1238 metres. Psychotherapy 
department with modern equipment.
Address: Varosliget Budapest.

The Hungaria, Attila and Juventus radio
active springs in the Rudas Park. Splendid 
results in cases of kidney, stomach, intestine and 
gall troubles, high blood pressure and premature 
old age. Ask your doctor!

DRINKING CURES


