
ADMIRAL HORTHY’S PROCLAMATION TO THE 
HUNGARIAN NATION

E
ver since the flames of war blazed up in Europe, it has 
been my endeavour to save Hungary and the people 
entrusted to my charge, who so freely shed their blood 

in the World War of 1914— 1918 and were subjected to such 
bitter trials after its conclusion, from fresh losses and 
sufferings. After the World War territories consecrated to 
Hungary by a thousand years of Magyar work and self- 
sacrifice were wrested without a battle from this nation, 
then utterly exhausted, lethargic and misled. It was there
fore my conviction that in justice reparation must take place 
also without a struggle, without war.

Led by this conviction, last December we concluded a 
treaty meant to serve the cause of peace in the Danube 
Valley with Yugoslavia, with a Yugoslav Government 
inspired by peaceful intentions.

On 26th March the legitimate ruler of Yugoslavia was 
deposed, and the members of that peacefully disposed 
Government were thrown into prison. This arbitrary change, 
it would appear, was planned and carried through by the 
same factors that in 1914 threw Europe into a welter of 
tears, blood and suffering. In the present instance, too, it 
was not the maintenance of peace, not an agreement that 
would have ensured good, neighbourly relations, that was 
their aim, on the contrary they wished war to spread to this 
part of Europe. This was why they purposely created a 
conflict with the great German and Italian nations to which 
we are linked, not only by ties of friendship, but also by our 
partnership in the Three Power Pact.

The new regime in Belgrade concentrated military 
forces along our frontier, but Hungary made no move to 
defend herself until a series of air-raids was directed 
against our territory and attempts were made to invade our 
frontiers, against which my Government protested in vain.
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The swift march of events has created a new situation. 
The leaders of the Croat people, foreseeing the fatal results 
of the policy pursued by the Belgrade regime, have 
proclaimed Croatia's independence. It is with sincere satisfac
tion that we welcome that decision, which for our part we 
shall hold in full respect. For a thousand years, through thick 
and thin, we lived in peaceful symbiosis with the Croats, 
respecting each other and supporting each other in times of 
trouble, and it is our wish that the noble Croat nation may 
find prosperity and happiness in its political independence.

With the formation of an independent Croat State 
Yugoslavia, as such, has ceased to exist, being reduced to 
its component parts.

This has simultanously made it imperative for Hungary 
to take the government of the areas wrested from this 
country in 1918 into her own hands again and to ensure 
the safety of the large masses of Magyars living in those 
areas. This is a sacred national duty that must be performed 
without delay. I therefore, this day, command My soldiers to 
protect the Magyars of Southern Hungary from the perils 
of anarchy. Their military action is not directed against the 
Serb people, with whom we have no quarrel, and with 
whom we wish to continue to live in peace.

I greet those of our blood now returning to Hungary, for 
whose safety we are in future responsible, with affection 
and satisfaction. May God bless Hungary and the 
Hungarian nation!

THE SOUTHERN PART OF HUNGARY RETURNS

When after the proclamation issued by Admiral Horthy, 
Regent of Hungary, the Hungarian troops crossed the 
Yugoslav frontier on 11th April in the early hours of 
the morning to protect their brethren, whose lives and 
property were endangered by the unbridled lawlessness 
and acts of terror of the irresponsible Serb elements and 
at the same time to regain possession of that ancient
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Hungarian region which had been torn out of the heart of 
the Great Hungarian Plain by the Peace Edict of Trianon, 
certain foreign circles and a section of the Press hostile to 
Hungary launched an attack on this country. In justification 
of Hungary's behaviour, besides the arguments contained 
in the Regent’s proclamation and in the Hungarian Press, 
the following indisputable facts should be made public: —

1. While professing to be on good, neighbourly terms 
with Hungary, Yugoslavia has for the past two and a half 
years been building a line of fortifications all along the 
frontier between that country and Hungary. This line was 
not merely intended as a defence, but also, should occasion 
arise, as a base of attack against Hungary.

2. The “Prizad", a Yugoslav company enjoying special 
privileges, had since months been ruthlessly and with 
growing severity requisitioning in the Voivodina, i. e. in the 
southern areas wrested from Hungary. This requisitioning 
of wheat and flour supplies, chiefly from the inhabitants of 
towns with a Magyar or German majority and from the 
mills in those districts, was conducted on such a scale as to 
amount to war preparations.

3. Immediately after the coup d'etat of 27th March 
general mobilization was ordered, in the course of which 
Yugoslav forces were concentrated along the line of fortifica
tions near the Hungarian frontier, although no danger 
threatened from Hungary.

4. Because of the bombing of Szeged, Kormend, Siklos, 
Villany and Szentgotthard by Yugoslav aeroplanes on 7th 
April the Hungarian Government lodged an energetic 
protest in Belgrade without, however, receiving a reassuring 
reply, or at least a promise that reparation would be made 
for the damage dome.

5. The fact that even after the treaty of friendship was 
concluded with Yugoslavia German troops passed through 
Hungary cannot be regarded as incompatible with the letter 
and spirit of the treaty, since both the present and the 
former Yugoslav Governments were well aware that by 
joining the Three Power Pact and in terms of the obligations 
thereby undertaken (on 20th November 1940) Hungary was
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naturally bound to allow the Germans passage through this 
country.

6. The Serbs are the last who have any right to accuse 
Hungary of disloyalty, for in their secret agreement with 
the German Government, besides other well-known 
privileges, they stipulated that as the price of their joining 
the Three Power Pact they were to receive the extremely 
important port of Salonica belonging to their own ally 
Greece and the whole territory between the present Greek 
and Yugoslav frontiers.

7. As regards the accusation of a breach of faith and 
treaty violation, Turkey and England ought rather to have 
levelled it against the Belgrade politicians and military 
circles that were guilty of breaking faith and violating 
treaties at the time Yugoslavia was created, first when they 
evaded the obligations undertaken towards the Croats and 
Slovenes in the declarations made on 20th July 1917 at 
Corfu and 9th November 1918 at Geneva, then by a flagrant 
violation of Article I of the military pact, or rather 
armistice treaty, concluded between the Karolyi Govern
ment and the Allies at Belgrade on 13th November 1918, in 
terms of which the civil administration was to remain in the 
hands of the Hungarian Government, later on by refusing to 
honour the commitments given in the Minority Treaties as the 
condition on which they received certain territories, and, 
last but not least, by breaking faith with the other States of 
the Little Entente and the Balkan Bloc in the latter s hour of 
direst need.

How little regard they had for international law and for 
the most elementary principles of honesty incumbent on 
those who deal in foreign politics, may be gathered from the 
statement of a notorious "dobrovoljac" leader published in 
the newpapers of 30th March, according to which, „the 
treaty concluded with Hungary is only a paper rag, our 
joining the Three Power Pact was only a blind, for the time 
has now come when the dream of a great Central European 
Slav empire will be realized.”

For all that has happened the leaders of the Serb 
people and no one else, least of all their Hungarian neigh
bours, are to blame. Hungary merely performed an
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elementary duty when during the first stage of Yugoslavia's 
disintegration she took absolutely necessary steps to ensure 
the safety of the lives and property of the half a million 
odd Magyars living in the areas wrested from this country. 
This was duly explained in the proclamation issued by the 
Regent of Hungary (v. supra), in which stress was laid on 
the point that those military measures were not directed 
against the Serb people, with whom Hungary wished to 
continue to live in peaceful relations.
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