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One of the October issues of the "Suboticke Novine", 
a paper appearing at Sza'oadka (Subotica), contained 
a biassed article from the pen of Blasko Rajic, Papal 

Chamberlain. The writer bases his arguments upon statis
tical data which are all alike erroneous. And this strange 
article was written to deal with the fact that at the General 
Meeting of the Hungarian (Magyar) Cultural Community of 
the Banate of Croatia held at Zagreb on September 22nd. 
in his opening speech the Chairman, Alexander Molnar, 
spoke in terms of gratitude of M. Macek, Deputy Prime 
Minister, and of the leaders of the Peasant Party, for hav
ing by their measures betraying perfect understanding 
“ largely contributed to improve the life of the Magyars of 
the Banate of Croatia” . As against this statement on the 
part of the Hungarians Rajic refers to what he alleges to be 
the bad situation of the "Croatians" of Hungary. The number 
of “ Croatians” in Hungary —  and this is the first sign of 
the writer's bias —  Rajic, referring to Hungarian statistical 
reports, estimates at 70.000, adding that —  as contrasted 
with the Hungarians (Magyars) of the Banate of Croatia 
living in scattered groups (whose number is estimated even 
by Croatian statistics at 67—68.000) —  the “ Croatians" of 
Hungary are living in “ compact masses” . The number of 
Croatians living in the town of Baja, for instance, is compu
ted at more than 10.000. Now —  we are told —- this group 
of "Croatians" living, according to the writer, in a compact 
settlement lacks the most elementary minority rights. They 
have no elementary school or teacher and are at the same 
time compelled to tolerate the Magyarisation .of the Croa
tian names. The writer regards as a further monstrously 
serious grievance the fact that at Gara in County Bacsbodrog 
— which he describes as a "Croatian" village —  the Bu-
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nyevatz youth had the invitations to a theatrical performance 
given by them printed in Hungarian and Croatian.

The weight attaching to this really inimportant article 
is due to the fact that it was reproduced — with suitable 
additions — by three Zagreb papers —  the “ Obzor" (in the 
October 13th. and 15th. issues), the “ Hrvatska Straza” , the 
organ of the Catholic Church of Croatia, and the "Novosti” 
(October 16th.) All three papers stated that the number of 
persons in Hungary speaking Bunyevatz-Shokatz (i. e., ac
cording to Croatian opinion, Croatian) shown by the Hun
garian statistics, which at the time of the 1920 Census had 
been 179.298, was only 150.000 at the time of the 1930 Census

This matter must be dealt with, if only because for 
some time past the various Slav, Rumanian and other mino
rity papers too have been more and more frequently find
ing fault with the Hungarian statistical statements drafted 
with such care and with quite exemplary objectivity. The 
facts are briefly as follows. The 1920 Hungarian Census 
showed the presence in the Hungary dismembered by 
Trianon of 17.132 Serbs (0.2%), 36.864 Croatians (0.5%) 
and 23.228 Bunyevatz, Shokatz and Vends (0.3%) — i. e. 
of altogether 77.224 Southern Slavs (1% ); whereas the 
Census of 1930 includes 7031 Serbs (0.1%), 27.683 Croatians 
(0.3%), and 20.564 Bunyevatz, Shokatz and Vends (0.2%) 
— i. e. altogether 55.279 Southern Slavs (v. ,,Magyar Sta- 
tisztikai Kozlemenyek" —  Hungarian Statistical Report — 
Vol. 83. 1932, “ The 1930 Census", Part I., pp. 23, 25 
and 27).

The decrease of 22.000 souls ensuing in ten years and 
the lack of a certain natural increase was due to the fact 
that some of the Southern Slav elements of Hungary, 
availing themselves of the opportunity to opt, had in the 
meantime moved over into Yugoslavia.

The Hungarian method employed in elaborating the 
Censuses makes the mother tongue the criterion of nationality 
and in a separate column records the languages outside his 
mother tongue with which the person registered is familiar. 
Therefore, if we are arbitrarily to regard as Croatians all 
persons familiar with Croatian, Serbian or Vend —  no mat
ter how slight the knowledge of the language in question — ,
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our procedure cannot be described as anything but crass 
falsification or gross misrepresentation.

According to the relevant authentic data of the Hun
garian Statistical Report the great majority of the Croa- 
tians, Bunyevatz, Shokatz and Vends in Hungary (altoge
ther not more than 42.274) are living in the territories of 10 
Hungarian counties, in no fewer than 95 different villages 
and towns —  i. e. in sporadic enclaves of varying size — , 
forming in all of these counties alike only a very trifling 
proportion of the total population.

And now, as for the statement to the effect that the 
“Croatians” living in Hungary —- or. to be more precise, 
the Croatians, Bunyevatz, Shokatz and Vends living here
— "have no schools or newspapers” and "are compelled to 
do without all the rights belonging to minorities” , the best 
answer is that given by the official data, the correctness of 
which can be checked on the spot. In the 95 villages and 
towns inhabited by Southern Slavs there are functioning 94 
schools, in 43 of which — i. e. in the schools of such villages 
(townships) as contain the prescribed proportion of Sou
thern Slav elements —  instruction in the mother tongue is 
ensured. In terms of Order in Council No. 11.000 ex 1935
— which prescribes mixed language instruction in the mi
nority elementary schools —  in 24 Croat—Bunyevatz— 
Shokatz and Vend schools, partly as a consequence of the 
relevant resolution of the local authorities, partly by agree
ment between the Church authorities and the Ministry of 
Public Worship and Education, the introduction of this 
uniform system of instruction has been rendered possible, 
whereas in the 17 Greek Oriental Serbian elementary 
schools instruction is still being carried on according to the 
"A ” type — i. e. exclusively in the mother tongue of the 
pupils —  as provided in Ordinance No. 110.429 ex 1923 of 
the Ministry of Public Worship and Education, These 94 
schools are distributed as follows: — State schools, 12: parish 
schools, 7; Roman Catholic schools, 58; Greek Oriental 
(Orthodox) schools, 17.

The complaint relating to educational matters is parti
cularly unjustifiable in view of the fact that Act XLIV. of 
1868 (§ 26.), as also Order in Council No. 4800 ex 1923
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(§ 17.), ensures every national minority an unassailable 
right to establish private schools of every type and grade 
at its own expense —  possibly with eventual support by 
the State — , there being no similar legal measure to be 
found anywhere in the Yugoslav statute book or collections 
of Yugoslav ordinances. The national minorities possess also 
practically unlimited possibilities in respect of association 
and press matters; the Nationality Act of 1868 and the Order 
in Council referred to above (§§. 2. and 19.) both afford an 
opportunity for the various ethnic groups to establish asso
ciations and newspaper undertakings so long as they observe 
the legal formalities.

It is a lucky thing that in Croatian circles too people 
are in any case beginning to see straight; this is made evi
dent, among other things, by the fact that in its October 
30th. issue the “ Obzor” , the organ of the educated classes 
of Croatia, established the fact that “ the objective answer 
of the Hungarian Press is in keeping with the friendly at
mosphere that must be established between Hungary and 
Yugoslavia in general, though more particularly in the rela
tions between Croatians and H u n g a ria n sThat the rela
tions between the two States have really —  especially 
recently — shown a growing tendency to improve and to 
bring about reciprocal understanding, is proved by the 
visits of leading personalities of Yugoslav public life — 
Predrag Miloyevic, Press Chief, Voyin Djurisic, President 
of the Yugoslav-Magyar Society, accompanied by 27 Mem
bers of the Society, Rudolph Bircanic, Director of the Yugo
slav Foreign Trade Institute, Nikola Beslic, Minister for 
Communications, and Jevre Tomic, Lord Mayor of Bel
grade, who were in Budapest in the second half of Novem
ber and while there made several statements of a similar 
tenor. It is shown also most emphatically by the speech 
made by Count Stephen Csaky, Hungarian Foreign Minister, 
in the Hungarian Lower House on November 13th., in 
which inter alia the Foreign Minister noted that “ the 
friendly relations between the two neighbour States are 
still being maintained, the Hungarian people in everything 
reciprocating with equal sincerity the feelings of the Yugo
slav people."
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