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“The joy of a friend is our joy and our joy is our friend’s 
joy.’’ The truth of this ancient proverb has never been more 
evident than now, when the joy of the Hungarian nation has been 
doubled by the fact that Bulgaria regained possession of Southern 
Dobrudja at the very time when the northern part of Transylva
nia was restored to us. And vice versa, the joy of the Bulgarians 
was enhanced by the circumstance that Hungarian revision 
reached a new triumphant stage just when they were able to 
embrace again their beloved brethren in Southern Dobrudja who 
had been languishing in alien bondage. If there are two nations 
whose paths ran parallel in the past, whose prayers rose 
together to the Most High, whose hearts, filled with one single 
longing, beat in unison, it is the Hungarian and the Bulgarian 
nations.

The Magyars and Bulgarians are two peoples of kindred 
race living in unfriendly, alien surroundings in Eastern Europe. 
In the Balkans and the adjoining regions of Central Europe they 
were the first champions of Christianity. Both fought in defence 
of civilization and peace against the rapacious imperialism of 
wild hordes from the East. The Magyars arrived to take pos
session of their new home in Europe by the route used by the 
Bulgarians, who had established themselves firmly on that blood- 
drenched soil in 679 A. D. The Hungarian nation waged war 
for Europe, shedding its blood and becoming enfeebled in a 
superhuman struggle against the Turks. One of the greatest of 
their battles was fought near the Bulgarian town of Varna. The 
Bulgarians, too, struggled for the same aims and suffered more, 
for they languished under the yoke of Turkish oppression till 
after the middle of last century. Bulgaria was just as much a 
victim of old narrow-minded Europe as Hungary was. Hardy, 
self-reliant and unyielding, the Bulgarians, like the Magyars, 
fought their own glorious war of independence, but though they
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won it, they were robbed of the fruits of victory by the Berlin 
Congress, which in 1885 refused to acknowledge their triumphs 
as deserving complete liberation. In the Balkan War they bore 
the brunt of the fighting, their sacrifices were the greatest, but 
when success was assured, the heroes of that victorious campaign, 
weakened in battle, were denied their due reward by their 
allies. In the last Great War, too, neither Bulgaria nor Hungary 
was defeated on the field of battle, yet both of them were 
■crushed by the inhumanity, unjustice and unreasonable nature of 
the Paris Peace Edicts.

In their mentality the two nations are alike; both are 
endowed with a fortitude which reveals itself in the fact that 
the harder the blows of fate, the stronger, tougher and more 
capable of resistance they become, as steel is hardened by the 
hammer. The traditions of both are rooted in a faith-inspiring 
past: in Hungary the creed is the cult of St. Stephen, in Bulgaria 
that of Simon the Great. This explains the unusually constant 
sympathy existing between the two nations, the roots of which 
are deep and its foliage evergreen.

In its publications the Hungarian Frontier Readjustment 
League has always proclaimed, fostered and encouraged that 
sympathy, and the Hungarian and Bulgarian revisionist move
ments co-operated when both — one from the west the other from 
the southeast — laid siege to the same fortress with the same 
justification and the same weapons, and for the same great na
tional and European aims. The sufferings of the Magyars of 
Transylvania and the Bulgarians of the Dobrudja were very 
similar. The latter were perhaps even more cruelly persecuted 
and more brutally deprived of all means of livelihood; a greater 
number of their patriots and priests were murdered; their schools 
were more ruthlessly destroyed and more relentless was the 
campaign against their ownership of land, their culture and 
their mother-tongue. We know that entire Bulgarian villages 
were wiped out. Now that deliverance is come for both, their joy 
and ours is doubly great.
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