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In consequence of the recent frontier readjustment, Greater 
Rumania, the Balkan State artificially aggrandized by 
the Entente Powers, has not only suffered a loss of terri

tory and population, but has also been forced by these 
losses to reconstruct her entire political organization. The 
Nationalist Government of the extreme Right wing formed 
by Ion Gigurtu on 4th July resigned on 4th September, and 
King Carol appointed as Premier M. Antonescu, a cavalry 
general who had been Minister of War in Goga's Cabinet, 
and shortly afterwards invested him with dictatorial powers.

Though Ion Antonescu had never been a member of the 
Iron Guard, he was in touch with that organization and had 
been interned. It was only in the second half of August 
that he was released. He is now 58 years of age. After the 
first Great War he was Rumanian military attache in 
London; in 1930 he was made a divisional general; in 1933 
he became chief of the General Staff, and at the end of 
1937 the King appointed him Minister of War in the Goga 
Cabinet. Last year he had to resign his commission in the 
army, but later on regained his military rank. As soon as he 
was appointed Prime Minister, and before forming a Cabi
net, he carried out the measures required by the cession of 
territory to Hungary.

On 5th September two Royal Edicts were issued, one 
of which annulled the Constitution drafted in February 1938 
and dissolved Parliament, while the other restricted the 
prerogatives of the King. Events followed one another with 
dramatic rapidity and dynamic force. On 6th September, 
in reply to an ultimatum from Premier Antonescu, King 
Carol abdicated in favour of his nineteen-year-old son, who 
succeeded him as Michael I, while his father, so to say, 
fled from Rumania. Queen Helena, mother of the new
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King, who had divorced Carol and had been living abroad 
since 1928, then returned to Bucharest.

On 14th September another Royal Edict was issued 
declaring Rumania to be a Legionary National State, pro
nouncing that the Legionary movement was the only recog
nized movement in Rumania, and appointing Ion Antonescu 
head of the Legionary National State and Leader of the 
Legionary system of rule and Sima Horia commander of 
the Legionary movement. Following this, on 6th and 7th 
September, Antonescu appointed the new Rumanian Govern
ment by Edict. Sima Horia became Deputy Premier and 
Michael Sturdza Minister for Foreign Affairs. There are 7 
Legionaries in the Cabinet, several of them new men whose 
names are wholly unknown in politics.

The new leader of the State set to work immediately 
to purge Rumanian political life: the arrest of former Mi
nisters and politicians, a disclosure of past crimes and the 
reorganization of State institutions followed in quick succes
sion. A revision of all public orders issued during the past 
ten years and of all political prosecutions during the same 
period was instituted, and the source of all the fortunes 
recently made, not excepting the possessions of the ex- 
King himself, is to be subjected to investigation. The “Vice
regencies” , an artificial system that stood between the people 
and the executive power and cost huge sums to maintain, 
have been abolished, and the counties have regained their 
independence.

The recent crisis, from which Rumania has not yet 
wholly emerged, has not led to any major changes in the 
country's internal policy. The only notable change is that in 
Rumania, where behind the facade of Parliamentary govern
ment a Royal dictatorship always held the reins, it is no 
longer a one-man but a Party or group dictatorship that 
rules, Antonescu has at least clarified the situation: his rule 
is frankly a dictatorship. The outward expression of this is 
his title of “Leader of the State” ; at his side King Michael 
is merely a figurehead, a nominal ruler, for the Royal 
prerogatives have been so greatly curtailed that the King is 
no longer entitled even to grant reprieves. With a sense for 
historical values the Iron Guard maintains the institution
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of Royalty as a link between the past and the present, a 
symbol of historical continuity.

The question whether Antonescu will be able to sta
bilize the dictatorship may be considered as having been 
answered in the affirmative. For the Cabinet appointed by 
him on 14th September is not a coalition but a homogeneous 
Iron Guard Government. The internal political situation, 
however, is complicated by the fact that Manius National 
Peasant Party and the Iron Guards have reached a parting 
of the ways. This is due to the circumstance that their co
operation was directed solely towards one objective: the
obdication of King Carol. For the meantime Maniu, Bra- 
tianu, and their followers are content to play the role of 
spectators and watch developments. It is still uncertain 
what attitude these political forces will decide to take in 
Rumania's present internal politics. Relations between the 
Iron Guard and Antonescu are extremely cordial. No dif
ferences have so far arisen between them, but a split has 
already taken place in the Legionary movement, for the 
adherents of Ex-Minister Budisteanu have gone into Opposi
tion against Sima Horia.

In the sphere of foreign politics Rumania has turned 
wholly towards the Axis Powers. General Antonescu's first 
act after taking the oath was to emphasise his unswerving 
loyalty to those Powers in a statement to the German and 
Italian Ministers in Bucharest. A statement made recently 
by M. Sturdza, Minister of Foreign Affairs, to the corres
pondent of the German Telegraphic Bureau was of a similar 
tenor.
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