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RE-INCORPORATED AREAS WELCOME 
HUNGARIAN SOLDIERS WITH  
INDESCRIBABLE ENTHUSIASM

On September 4th. the Regent of Hungary, as Supreme 
War Lord, issued an Army Order with the words 
“ F o r w a r d  t o  t h e  r id g e  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  C a r p a t h i a n s ! ” , 

for “ t h e  i n j u s t i c e  d o n e  b y  T r ia n o n  h a s  in  p a r t  b e e n  r e p a i r e d ” ;  

“ W e  a r e  m a r c h in g  n o w  t o  r e c o v e r  a fu r t h e r  p a r t  o f  o u r  h e 

r i t a g e  o f  t e n  c e n t u r i e s ”  were the words in which the Regent, 
who personally led the Hungarian National Defence troops 
as they crossed that section of the Trianon frontier the roads 
of which converge on the heart of Transylvania and the 
ridge of the Eastern Carpathians, defined the object in 
view. The army began its march on September 5th.; and in 
eight days with clockwork precision took possession of the 
territories that had been allotted to Hungary, having on the 
way to negotiate exceptionally difficult terrain. On the first 
day the town of S z a t m a r  was privileged to welcome the 
Regent riding at the head of his troops. On the second day 
the Head of the State made his entry into N a g y v a r a d .  

Everywhere the Regent was received by garlanded houses 
and windows, triumphal arches, thunderous applause, choral 
addresses and songs, heartfelt jubilation and happiness shin
ing through tears. The crowds almost beside themselves in 
their enthusiasm strewed the roads with flowers for the 
soldiers to march over and displayed an insatiable eagerness 
to see and follow the troops. Wherever they went —  even 
in the smallest villages —  the National Defence soldiers, 
the liberators, were received with overwhelming affec
tion, with intoxicated delight and with kisses of relief such 
as parents give to their prodigal son when they are at last 
able to embrace him and show their fervent love for the 
child whose presence had been so long and so bitterly 
missed. The addresses of welcome also reflected the over
powering ecstasy of delight and relief.
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T H E  K O L O Z S V A R  C E L E B R A T I O N .

The most important event in this long series of days of 
gladness was undoubtedly the entry into Kolozsvar, on Sep
tember 15th., of the Regent and his Consort. Already in 
the small hours of the morning the special trains bringing 
from Budapest the invited guests arrived in the Transylva
nian Capital. Enormous crowds of inhabitants of the libera
ted regions made a pilgrimage to Kolozsvar, King Matthias's 
town, which was during centuries the cradle of Hungarian 
national culture and the scene of great historical events. In 
the forest of banners and flags and garlands of flowers 
could be seen here and there f u l l - s i z e  p o r t r a i t s  o f  t h e  R e g e n t  

a n d  h is  C o n s o r t  a n d  o f  t h e  G e r m a n  F i i h r e r  a n d  t h e  I ta lia n  

D u c e . The enthusiasm knew no bounds; the happiness of 
the crowds seemed veritably boundless. Among the nota
bilities present, in constant touch with the Regent, the 
generals, deputies and members of official delegations, every 
one recognised the figures of the German Minister, B a r o n  

E r d m a n n s d o r f , and the Italian Minister, M a r q u i s  T a l a m o ,  

who —  like the Hungarian Prime Minister and Foreign Mi
nister —  were given cordial ovations by the throng.

It seems incredible that it should have been possible 
within so brief a period of time to produce so many emblems 
and flags and so much ribbon displaying the national colours. 
F o r e i g n e r s  m u s t  h a v e  w o n d e r e d  —  a n d  r i g h t l y  w o n d e r e d  

—  h o w  t h is  t o w n  a n d  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  t o w n s  c o u l d  e v e r  h a v e  

b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a n d  d u b b e d  a R u m a n ia n  t o w n :  th a t

m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  c o n v e y e d  b y  t h e  s ig h t  o f  

t h e s e  e n o r m o u s  c r o w d s  o f  M a g y a r s  . . . For two hours and 
a half the Hungarian troops marched past the salute — 
stalwart members of a truly martial and magnificently equip
ped army —  the incarnation of the discipline born of a heroic 
military spirit. T h e  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  s i g h t  o f  th is  m a r c h  p a s t  

w a s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  r e -a s s u r i n g  — a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  th a t  

H u n g a r i a n  p o w e r  w h i c h  e n a b l e s  e v e r y  M a g y a r  t o  s l e e p  in  

s e c u r i t y  a n d  h o p e  w h e r e v e r  i t  a p p e a r s  . . . Later on the Regent 
and his Consort visited S z a s z r e g e n  and M a r o s v a s a r h e l y  too.

At Kolozsvar several addresses in honour of the occasion 
were delivered. Among the speakers was also the Hungarian
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Premier, who in warmly welcoming the Regent who had en
riched his country territorially too, among other things said:

“The whole Hungarian nation presses to its bosom the 
Magyars who have returned to tneir country; b u t  i t  a f f e c 

t i o n a t e l y  e m b r a c e s  a l s o  t h o s e  p e o p l e s  w h ic h  h a v e  l i v e d  w i t h  

t h e  M a g y a r s  in  th is  t e r r i t o r y  —  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  w h o s e  f a t h e r s  

a n d  g r a n d f a t h e r s  l i v e d  h e r e .  Y o u r  H i g h n e s s "  (addressing 
the Regent), ‘ ‘ t h is  is  a g o o d  p e o p l e .  The older generations 
have been longing for the return, and the younger genera
tions will learn that Hungary is the best, the truest mother. 
Some have erred against this mother; we shall forgive their 
tresspasses: and we shall be good —  if strict —  parents. 
With the return of this part of the country, Your Highness, 
the mission devolving upon us during a thousand years be
comes more insistent —  our mission of ten centuries in the 
Danube Basin. W e  h e r e  v o w  in  Y o u r  H i g h n e s s ’s  p r e s e n c e  

th a t  w e  s h a l l  fu l f i l  th a t  m i s s io n  in  a  m a n n e r  w o r t h y  o f  th e  

H u n g a r i a n s " .

T H E  R E G E N T ’S  M E S S A G E .

In the principal square of Kolozsvar the Regent of Hun
gary addressed the following Message to the people of the 
re-incorporated territories:

“ I am happy to be able to welcome the re-incorporated 
regions of Transylvania from Kolozsvar.

“After twenty-two years of bitter ordeals, w h a t  I  n e v e r  

f o r  a  s i n g l e  m o m e n t  c e a s e d  t o  b e l i e v e  w o u l d  c o m e  t o  p a s s ,  

i s  n o w  a n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  fa c t . And now that I am at last 
really able to stand on the free soil of a free Transylvania, 
I feel so profoundly affected by the sublimity of this histo
rical moment that I can hardly find suitable words to ex
press my sentiments.

“The delight of the present merges in my mind in the 
sorrow of the past; and I cannot but ask the question how 
such suffering could have been inflicted upon us Hungarians? 
And I can answer with a quiet conscience before the tribunal 
of history — n o t  f o r  a n y  fa u l t  o f  o u r s !  Our fate has set us 
here on the threshold of East and West; our country was
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for centuries exposed to eternal warfare waged on the high
way of destructive world history: and while other and more 
fortunate peoples of Europe were able to increase and aug
ment their forces in peaceful work, t h e  H u n g a r ia n s  w e r e  

b l e e d i n g  a n d  b e in g  d e c i m a t e d  a n d  e x t e r m i n a t e d  in  e t e r n a l  

w a r fa r e .

O U R  A N C E S T O R S  G R A N T E D  T H E  N O N - M A G Y A R  

N A T I O N A L I T I E S  E V E R Y  L I B E R T Y .

"In the meantime fo r e i g n  n a t io n a l i t i e s  filtered into the 
country — in some cases because they had to fly from some 
enemy, in others because they hoped to be able to thrive 
in this country. Our ancestors not only received them, but 
granted them every liberty, e n s u r in g  t h e m  t h e s e  p r i v i l e g e s  

a l s o  b y  le g is la t io n . In this country of ours no one has ever 
been entitled to complain of oppression; nevertheless that 
was the false pretext given for the dismemberment and 
humiliation of our ancient fatherland. I t  w a s  n o t  a r m s  th a t  

d e p r i v e d  u s  o f  o u r  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  b u t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  t r e a t ie s  o f  

p e a c e .

“But we would fain throw a veil over these sad memo
ries. T h e  s u f f e r i n g s  o f  th is  l i b e r a t e d  c o u n t r y  a r e  a t  a n  e n d ;  

and perhaps some good may result. For we know that ex
cessive well-being —  inactivity and absolute freedom from 
care —  is apt to weaken and enervate us both physically 
and spiritually. Oppression, suffering and the need to strug
gle on the other hand steel us, enhance our power of resis
tance and keep alive our love for our country. I believe 
that our racial brethren now liberated, who in these days 
of rejoicing have in an ecstasy of relief strewn flowers in 
the path of our soldiers, are now returning steeled and 
strengthened in body and soul to the bosom of the mother 
country of which they have been l o y a l  s o n s  e v e n  in  th e  

d a r k e s t  d a y s  o f  tr ia l. That this re-incorporation has been 
effected today in a Europe suffering from a general conflag
ration and w i t h o u t  th e  s h e d d i n g  o f  b l o o d  — for that /  n o w  

a n d  h e r e  o n c e  m o r e  e x p r e s s  m y  h e a r t f e l t  g r a t i t u d e  to  o u r  

t w o  m i g h t y  f r i e n d s  — t o  G e r m a n y  a n d  I t a l y .
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A N D  N O W  M U S T  C O M E  T H E  W O R K I N G  D A Y S .

"A  sad epoch of Hungarian history is now about to 
close. T h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  f o l l o w e d  b y  th e  w o r k i n g  

d a y s  o f  th e  c o m m o n  r o u n d . Every one alike must take his 
share of the work — the non-Magyars too, every one 
who gives no cause for complaint may thrive in Hungary 
too. In our dealings with the non-Magyars w e  s h a ll  e n f o r c e  

the s p i r i t  o f  r e c o n c i l ia t io n  and k i n d l y  t r e a t m e n t ;  f o r  th a t  is  

t h e  t r e a t m e n t  w e  e x p e c t  t o  b e  m e t e d  o u t  t o  o u r  r a c ia l  k in s 

m e n  w h o  h a v e  r e m a in e d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  th e  fr o n t i e r .  

What we promise we shall keep; for the gentlemanly spirit 
of the Magyar race does not permit us ever to deviate from 
the straight road of justice and truth.

"Every Hungarian is present here today in thought.

T H O S E  W H O  H A V E  N O T  R E T U R N E D .

"We think with sincere and heartfelt affection of those 
of our brethren w h o  h a v e  n o t  r e t u r n e d  to  th e ir  a n c e s t r a l  

h o m e l a n d  o n  th e  p r e s e n t  o c c a s io n . I beg them t o  s t i c k  to  

th e ir  g u n s  a n d  to  c o n t in u e  th e ir  p e a c e f u l  w o r k . We are 
watching over their destiny. And, though we must admit 
that during the present period they are being exposed to 
severe ordeals, w e  b e l i e v e  th a t  th e ir  C a l v a r y  w i l l  v e r y  s o o n  

b e  a  th in g  o f  th e  p a s t .  W e  b e l i e v e ,  b e c a u s e  w i t h o u t  s u c h  a 

b e l i e f  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a n y  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  

t h e  H u n g a r ia n -R u m a n ia n  r e l a t i o n s ;  b u t  w e  b e l i e v e  a l s o  in  

t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  R u m a n ia n s  liv in g  in  H u n g a r y .

“ I am familiar with the sturdy grit and power of resis
tance of the Transylvanian race; I therefore feel the greatest 
confidence a l s o  in  th e  y o u n g  m e n  w h o  h a v e  g r o w n  t o  m a n 

h o o d  t h e r e ,  w h o m  1  n o w  — a t  th is  j u n c t u r e  in  th e ir  f o r 

t u n e s  — c a ll  u p o n  t o  e n t e r  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  o u r  g r e a t  n a t io n a l  

aims, for the benefit of their fatherland and of Europe as 
a whole. May God's blessing guide our nation towards a 
happy and glorious future!"

Finally the Regent in a few warm words expressed his 
thanks for the addresses of welcome.
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NEW SITAUTION IN SOUTH
EASTERN EUROPE

BY

JOHN KASSAY

The Paris Peace Treaties of 1919—20. converted Europe 
into a number of storm-centres. They disrupted States 
that had existed for a thousand years, creating new 

patch-work States of a fictive character and tearing to 
shreds imperishable organic historical, geographical, geo
political, cultural and economic connections — for all the 
world like butchers slicing and cutting asunder the heads and 
trunks of slaughter animals and severing limbs and sinews, 
muscles and blood vessels. These treaties converted living 
organisms into mere rumps; that leading naturally to the 
paralysing of economic life resulting in incapacity to func
tion and finally in decay. That is why the Hungarian revi
sionist movement struggled unswervingly for twenty hard 
years to enforce its demand for a just and honest revision 
of the Peace Edicts. That is why that movement kept on 
emphasising in its appeal to international public opinion 
that this was the only really constructive peace policy, an 
infatuated and obstinate insistence upon the status quo 
policy being bound sooner or later to plunge Europe into 
the horrors of a war far more awful than anything that had 
preceded it. By its revisionist policy the Hungarian people 
therefore clearly marked the only path leading to European 
re-construction. Unfortunately we failed to realise this 
object — the only really just and rational means to secure 
Europe against disaster — and a new Great War has 
consequently overtaken the world.

The first fruits of the Hungarian revisionist struggle 
ripened already before the outbreak of this war. As a conse
quence of the Vienna Award of November 2nd., 1938, a 
part of pre-War North Hungary was re-incorporated in the 
mother country; while on March 15th., 1939, Sub-Carpathia 
(Ruthenia) was restored to Hungary. And quite recently,
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on August 30th., 1940, the Second Vienna Award re-incor
porated in Hungary North Transylvania. As a result of the 
triple re-incorporation of lost territory the area of Hun
gary has increased to 160,757 sq. kilometres, the number of 
her inhabitants being now roughly 13.500.000 souls.

W e  m u s t  n o t  h o w e v e r  f o r g e t  th a t  p r e s e n t - d a y  H u n g a r y  

is  s t i l l  1 2 0 .0 0 0  s q .  k i l o m e t r e s  s m a l l e r  in  a r e a  th a n  t h e  H u n 

g a r y  o f  p r e - W a r  d a y s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  h e r  in h a b i ta n ts  b e i n g  

a l s o  7 m ill io n  b e l o w  t h e  f i g u r e s  r e c o r d e d  in  t h e  d a y s  p r i o r  

t o  t h e  f i r s t  G r e a t  W a r  —  despite the fact that there has been 
a very considerable natural increase during the past twenty 
years.

Fully aware of the higher standpoints guiding the authors 
of the Award, the Hungarian nation displayed a respectful 
appreciation of the decision taken; for t h e  H u n g a r ia n  n a 

t io n  h a s  a l w a y s  p u r s u e d  a  E u r o p e a n  p o l i c y  a n d  h a s  a l w a y s  

b e e n  r e a d y  t o  m a k e  s a c r i f i c e s  f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  g r e a t  

E u r o p e a n  a im s  o f  u n i v e r s a l  i n t e r e s t . And that nation has 
always unstintingly and unreservedly met the obligations 
which it has undertaken. It has always been a loyal partner 
guided by the principle of b o n a  t i d e s . But that altitude has 
always been conditional on the other partner — Rumania — 
also showing equal loyalty and b o n a  t i d e s . In another article 
in the present issue the reader will find a c o m m u n i q u e  issued 
by the Hungarian Telegraph Bureau showing that the Ru
manian partner to the deal has deliberately abandoned the 
principle of b o n a  t i d e s , the Hungarian Government having 
in consequence been compelled to address to Bucharest a 
very energetic warning.

The Vienna Award admitted the justice of Hungary's 
claim to Transylvania; and the fact that out of higher con
siderations of a general purport, while meting out justice 
to Hungary in this monstrous process, the said Award dis
played an attitude of fairness also towards the defendant 
Rumania, b y  n o  m e a n s  j u s t i f i e s  t h e  R u m a n ia n s  w r e a k i n g  

t h e ir  v e n g e a n c e  u p o n  t h e  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  M a g y a r s  

r e m a in in g  b e y o n d  t h e  n e w  f r o n t i e r . It is becoming daily 
more and more evident that the hundreds of thousands of 
Magyars who in terms of the Vienna Award are compelled 
to live under Rumanian rule, have been doomed to a most
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inhuman lot — , being subjected to increased persecution, 
deprived of every possibility of earning a subsistence and 
driven to seek safety in flight. We repeat — Hungary fully 
respects the Award, which she will unreservedly and loyally 
carry into effect. But an agreement is not an agreement at all 
unless it is bi-lateral, — i. e. unless it is carried into effect 
also by the other party just as unstintingly and unreservedly. 
Nothing is more foreign to the intentions of an agreement 
however than that the terms of that agreement should be 
fulfilled without reserve and the obligations undertaken 
loyally met only by one of the parties, while the other party 
either openly commits breaches of the agreement or tole
rates a state of things in which the undeniable facts are a 
flat contradiction of the obligations undertaken demonstra
tively in the eyes of the outside world — a procedure not 
calculated to serve the cause of peace and tranquillity 
either.
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THE CRISIS IN RUMANIA
BY

LADISLAS FRITZ

In consequence of the recent frontier readjustment, Greater 
Rumania, the Balkan State artificially aggrandized by 
the Entente Powers, has not only suffered a loss of terri

tory and population, but has also been forced by these 
losses to reconstruct her entire political organization. The 
Nationalist Government of the extreme Right wing formed 
by Ion Gigurtu on 4th July resigned on 4th September, and 
King Carol appointed as Premier M. Antonescu, a cavalry 
general who had been Minister of War in Goga's Cabinet, 
and shortly afterwards invested him with dictatorial powers.

Though Ion Antonescu had never been a member of the 
Iron Guard, he was in touch with that organization and had 
been interned. It was only in the second half of August 
that he was released. He is now 58 years of age. After the 
first Great War he was Rumanian military attache in 
London; in 1930 he was made a divisional general; in 1933 
he became chief of the General Staff, and at the end of 
1937 the King appointed him Minister of War in the Goga 
Cabinet. Last year he had to resign his commission in the 
army, but later on regained his military rank. As soon as he 
was appointed Prime Minister, and before forming a Cabi
net, he carried out the measures required by the cession of 
territory to Hungary.

On 5th September two Royal Edicts were issued, one 
of which annulled the Constitution drafted in February 1938 
and dissolved Parliament, while the other restricted the 
prerogatives of the King. Events followed one another with 
dramatic rapidity and dynamic force. On 6th September, 
in reply to an ultimatum from Premier Antonescu, King 
Carol abdicated in favour of his nineteen-year-old son, who 
succeeded him as Michael I, while his father, so to say, 
fled from Rumania. Queen Helena, mother of the new
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King, who had divorced Carol and had been living abroad 
since 1928, then returned to Bucharest.

On 14th September another Royal Edict was issued 
declaring Rumania to be a Legionary National State, pro
nouncing that the Legionary movement was the only recog
nized movement in Rumania, and appointing Ion Antonescu 
head of the Legionary National State and Leader of the 
Legionary system of rule and Sima Horia commander of 
the Legionary movement. Following this, on 6th and 7th 
September, Antonescu appointed the new Rumanian Govern
ment by Edict. Sima Horia became Deputy Premier and 
Michael Sturdza Minister for Foreign Affairs. There are 7 
Legionaries in the Cabinet, several of them new men whose 
names are wholly unknown in politics.

The new leader of the State set to work immediately 
to purge Rumanian political life: the arrest of former Mi
nisters and politicians, a disclosure of past crimes and the 
reorganization of State institutions followed in quick succes
sion. A revision of all public orders issued during the past 
ten years and of all political prosecutions during the same 
period was instituted, and the source of all the fortunes 
recently made, not excepting the possessions of the ex- 
King himself, is to be subjected to investigation. The “Vice
regencies” , an artificial system that stood between the people 
and the executive power and cost huge sums to maintain, 
have been abolished, and the counties have regained their 
independence.

The recent crisis, from which Rumania has not yet 
wholly emerged, has not led to any major changes in the 
country's internal policy. The only notable change is that in 
Rumania, where behind the facade of Parliamentary govern
ment a Royal dictatorship always held the reins, it is no 
longer a one-man but a Party or group dictatorship that 
rules, Antonescu has at least clarified the situation: his rule 
is frankly a dictatorship. The outward expression of this is 
his title of “Leader of the State” ; at his side King Michael 
is merely a figurehead, a nominal ruler, for the Royal 
prerogatives have been so greatly curtailed that the King is 
no longer entitled even to grant reprieves. With a sense for 
historical values the Iron Guard maintains the institution

10



THE CRISIS IN RUMANIA

of Royalty as a link between the past and the present, a 
symbol of historical continuity.

The question whether Antonescu will be able to sta
bilize the dictatorship may be considered as having been 
answered in the affirmative. For the Cabinet appointed by 
him on 14th September is not a coalition but a homogeneous 
Iron Guard Government. The internal political situation, 
however, is complicated by the fact that Manius National 
Peasant Party and the Iron Guards have reached a parting 
of the ways. This is due to the circumstance that their co
operation was directed solely towards one objective: the
obdication of King Carol. For the meantime Maniu, Bra- 
tianu, and their followers are content to play the role of 
spectators and watch developments. It is still uncertain 
what attitude these political forces will decide to take in 
Rumania's present internal politics. Relations between the 
Iron Guard and Antonescu are extremely cordial. No dif
ferences have so far arisen between them, but a split has 
already taken place in the Legionary movement, for the 
adherents of Ex-Minister Budisteanu have gone into Opposi
tion against Sima Horia.

In the sphere of foreign politics Rumania has turned 
wholly towards the Axis Powers. General Antonescu's first 
act after taking the oath was to emphasise his unswerving 
loyalty to those Powers in a statement to the German and 
Italian Ministers in Bucharest. A statement made recently 
by M. Sturdza, Minister of Foreign Affairs, to the corres
pondent of the German Telegraphic Bureau was of a similar 
tenor.

/
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RUMANIA AT THE 
PARIS PEACE CONFERENCE

BY

ZSOMBOR SZASZ

There is no other State in Europe whose policy has 
been so largely shaped by external events, happy 
circumstances, and with so little bloodshed and sacri

fice as was the case with Rumania. For centuries that 
country was under alien suzerainty; it had no independent 
foreign policy at all; during the whole of the nineteenth 
century its position was determined by the Great Powers, 
and it was their bickerings that enabled the two Rumanian 
principalities to unite; Rumania's territorial adjustments were 
dictated by others, and after the first Great War its final 
territorial development was due to chance happenings of 
a character unparalleled in the history of the world.

In 1914, when the Great War broke out, Rumania was 
a member of the Triple Alliance. But that Alliance was very 
unpopular in Rumania and had become more so during the 
Balkan wars, so that it was never submitted to Parliament 
for ratification or made public in the country. The cause 
of this unpopularity, apart from the Balkan policy of the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, was Rumanian irredentism, 
which aspired to possession of the areas of the Monarchy 
inhabited by Rumanians, and fostered antagonism, especially 
in respect of Hungary. This, naturally, greatly influenced 
Rumania’s attitude towards the Triple Alliance, and even 
before the outbreak of the Great War, Austria-Hungary 
regarded Rumania as an unreliable partner.

It was not only with the Monarchy that Rumania's rela
tions were of this nature; the same was true of her relations 
with Russia. Rumanian irredentism aimed at acquiring not 
only Hungarian Transylvania and Austrian Bukovina, but 
also Russian Bessarabia; and while the acquisition of the first 
two provinces meant war with Austria- and Hungary, the con
quest of the third implied war with their enemy, Russia.
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That as a result of the war all Rumania’s irredentist claims 
would be satisfied, was something that even the most san
guine optimists in Rumania never ventured to dream. 
Rumania had to make her choice: which of the belligerents 
was she to join, which to attack? What her policy, brilliantly 
represented at the time by Premier Bratianu, must be was 
clearly understood: she must wait until it was sure which 
of the belligerents was to emerge victorious, and by joining 
that side she would be able to despoil the vanquished.

The belligerents were also fully aware that this was Ru
mania's policy. In the autumn of 1914, at the beginning of 
the war, when the Russians were encouraging Rumania to 
occupy Bukovina, Poklevski, Russia's Minister in Bucharest, 
wrote as follows to Sasanov, the Russian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs.: “ Bratianu does not want to make a definite deci
sion, lest he should compromise himself in the eyes of the 
Austrians. In this respect he is consistent, a real Rumanian, 
whose aim is to profit as much as possible from the sacrifices 
of others, but to make the fewest possible himself."

This was true, but in point of fact the Rumanian poli
tical parties and almost all the Rumanian politicians, includ
ing Bratianu himself, were pro-Entente, and were determined 
to draw Rumania into the war on the side of the Western 
Powers. Practically only King Carol, who was a Hohenzol- 
lem, and one or two pro-German politicians, such as Carp 
and Marghiloman, sympathized with the Central Powers.

On 3rd August 1914, a few days after the Ultimatum to 
Serbia, the King summoned a Crown Council, at which by 
an overwhelming majority it was resolved that Rumania 
should remain neutral. Little more than two months later, 
on 10th October, the King died. It cannot be questioned that 
had he been spared events would have taken another course 
than they did under Ferdinand, who was a weak puppet in 
the hands of Bratianu and Queen Mary. Carol would never 
have allowed Rumania to turn against her allies. Rumania's 
remaining neutral meant that the country had begun to haggle 
barefacedly with both belligerent Parties. She sold herself 
to the highest bidder, first for the price of her neutrality, 
later on for the price of her entrance into the war.
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Before the Crown Council meeting mentioned above the 
Entente Powers had offered Rumania Transylvania and Bu- 
kovina; but she shilly-shallied, postponed her decision, and 
promised support, or at least neutrality, to both Parties. The 
Entente Powers urged Rumania to act, especially in 1915, 
when they suffered a number of serious setbacks. Rumania’s 
demands, however, grew increasingly bold. In the May of 
1915 Sasanov said to the French Ambassador: “Bratianu 
wants to dictate to us. He uses a tone so arrogant that we 
cannot tolerate it.”  In 1916 the situation was more favoura
ble for the Entente Powers both on the Western and on the 
Russian front. But, although this made Rumania's co-opera
tion unnecessary for the time being, their diplomats continued 
to negotiate with Rumania, hoping that her intervention 
would shorten the war. Finally, in the summer of that year, 
when the Entente threatened to break off negotiations and 
leave Rumania to her own devices, Bratianu yielded, and on 
17th August 1916 concluded a treaty with the Western 
Powers.

In terms of that Treaty Rumania undertook to declare 
war on Austria-Hungary by 28th August at the very latest, 
for which, besides every kind of military assistance, she was 
to receive the southern part of Bukovina, where the majority 
of the population was Rumanian (Russia had laid claim to 
the northern part inhabited by Ukrainians), Transylvania, 
Hungarian territories almost up to the river Tisza and the 
whole of the Banate. At the ensuing Peace Conference Ru
mania was to be on an equal footing with the Great Powers. 
She on her part undertook not to conclude a separate peace 
with the Central Powers. Ten days later, on 27th August, it 
was resolved at a meeting of the Crown Council that Ru
mania should enter the war. That same day she declared 
war on Austria-Hungary and invaded Transylvania. The 
Rumanian troops did not, however, advance very far into 
that defenceless country; the moment the German and 
Austro-Hungarian forces made their appearance, the advance 
resolved itself into a panic-stricken flight; in a few weeks 
there was not a single Rumanian soldier on Hungarian soil, 
and by December two-thirds of Rumania, with the capital 
Bucharest, was in the hands of the Central Powers. The
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Royal Family and the Government fled to Jassy, and a 
bitter period of occupation and exile set in.

In the spring of 1917 a revolution broke out in Russia, 
the Russian army collapsed, the Russian soldiers abandoned 
the Rumanian front, leaving the Rumanian army in the lurch. 
Towards the end of the year the Rumanian Government 
concluded an armistice, which was followed at the begin
ning of 1918 by a preliminary treaty signed at Bufka and on 
7th May by a final peace treaty concluded at Bucharest, of 
which it would be superfluous to say more here since it was 
never put into force.

Barely six months after the date of the Peace of Bucha
rest, in the autumn of 1918, the Central Powers collapsed. 
They had lost the war. The irredentist Rumanians, first of 
Bessarabia, then of Bukovina and later of Transylvania, 
signified their desire for union with the Rumanian Kingdom. 
In November the Rumanian Government again declared war 
on the Central Powers, Mackensen withdrew his troops, and 
for a second time the Rumanian army invaded the now 
absolutely defenceless Transylvania.

Towards the close of 1918 the Peace Conference met in 
Paris. Rumania received an invitation to attend. But an 
unpleasant surprise awaited Bratianu. The Rumanian Pre
mier thought that as in terms of the Treaty of 1916 Rumania 
was to have enjoyed equal rights with the Great Powers, 
she would have no difficulty in asserting her claims, which 
the Conference would simply accept. The greater his dismay 
when he discovered that the Powers regarded the Treaty of 
1916 as invalid and proceeded to act accordingly. Namely, 
the Treaty had forbidden Rumania to conclude a separate 
peace, and by failing to observe that condition Rumania had 
forfeited her right to the advantages ensured her in the 
Treaty. The Powers gladly seized this opportunity to escape 
from the obligation to treat as an equal a country which — 
as we shall presently see — they did not even regard as an 
independent State; and their relief was all the greater since 
this gave them a free hand in respect of the question of 
the Banate. That question was, namely, one of the most 
awkward problems facing them as a result of the Rumanian 
claims. The Treaty of 1916 had promised the entire area of
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the Banate to Rumania, and this despite the bitter protests 
of the Serb population in its south-western part and of the 
Serb nation, which had shed its blood with such heroic bra
very and had suffered so greatly. The Treaty, however, was 
a fait accompli, and now was the opportunity to repair the 
wrong committed under the stress of circumstances.

Bratianu and his Government of course did their level 
best to save the Treaty. They made King Ferdinand issue a 
statement to the effect that the Peace Treaty of 1918 had 
never been valid, since it had not been ratified either by 
King or Parliament. Argetoianu, who had negotiatetd the 
preliminary Treaty, stated that the whole Peace Treaty was 
a fake, concluded with the mental reservation that it would 
never be observed. But even this proved fruitless, the more 
so as it was apparent that these excuses were a subsequent 
fabrication, for two months earlier Rumania had declared 
war on the Central Powers on the pretext that Germany had 
failed to keep the provisions of the Peace Treaty of 1918. 
In other words, Rumania had regarded that Treaty as valid. 
Not only did the Peace Conference refuse to recognize Ru
mania’s equality; it went further, and Rumania was not al
lowed to send more than two delegates to the Conference, 
while the other minor allies, Belgium, Serbia and Greece, 
each sent three. On 11th January 1919 the Rumanian delega
tion headed by M. Bratianu and N. Misu, set out for Paris. 
Its other members were V. Antonescu, Rumania's Minister 
in Paris, General Coanda and Alex. Vajda-Voivod, former 
member of the Hungarian Parliament, who figured as an 
authority on the Transylvanian question. Bratianu made the 
worst possible impression on the Peace Conference. He was 
a conceited, condescending, garrulous man.

"Bratianu is a bearded woman", says Harold Nicholson, 
a member of the British delegation, "a forceful humbug, a 
Bucharest intellectual, a most unpleasing man. He makes 
elaborate verbal jokes, imagining them to be Parisian. He 
spends most of luncheon inveighing against the Russians and 
Sarrail for not having rescued Rumania in 1916... He is 
evidently convinced that he is a greater statesman than any 
present. A smile of irony and self-consciousness recurs from 
time to time."
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The Peace Conference having repudiated the Treaty of 
1916, the whole complexus of the Rumanian question came 
under discussion afresh. The Rumanian delegation, stubbornly 
and ridiculously invoking that Treaty, was forced in the end 
to defer; it attended the meetings, answered the questions put 
to it, and prepared notes which contained some statements 
that were true, but a greater number that were not, coupled 
with a great deal of propaganda. Little mention was made of 
Bukovina. At the beginning of the war the Russia of the Czars 
had aspired to the northern part inhabited by Ukrainians, but 
that was a thing of the past; the Ukrainian Republic was still 
unorganized, and as nobody laid claim to Bukovina it was 
restored to Rumania —  according to the Rumanian delega
tion, in terms of the Treaty of 1916 — as reparation for a 
past injustice.

For the time being the Peace Conference did not come 
to any decision concerning Bessarabia. The question was 
discussed in committees, but what in connection with Russia 
concerned the Conference was not the particular problem of 
Bessarabia, but the future of the Republic of Soviets and the 
counter-revolutionary struggles. At a committee meeting on 
22nd February Tardieu crossexamined Bratianu about Bessa
rabia; Bratianu replied with a string of falsehoods. Amongst 
other things he said —  what was not true —  that 72% of the 
population was Rumanian. No decision, however, was arrived 
at by the Conference, because the Soviet was not present as 
a negotiating Party. A year later, in the spring of 1920, the 
Supreme Council unilaterally recognized Bessarabia’s union 
with the Kingdom of Rumania.

Neither did the question of Transylvania give the Peace 
Conference any trouble. Bolshevism ruled in Hungary, and 
the Hungarians were not present in Paris. Bratianu could say 
what he pleased without control or contradiction, and he made 
the best of the opportunity.

At the meeting held on 22nd February, for instance, he 
declared that the lower reaches of the Maros were navigable 
by big ships and that smaller ones navigated the river as far 
up as Marosvasarhely, the truth being that rafts are the only 
means of transport to be found on the Maros in Transylvania. 
He declared that the river system of the Danube, Tisza and
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Maros served to connect Poland with the Black Sea, towards 
which Transylvania's traffic was also directed. All this was 
believed by the members of the committees. He also asserted 
that the Szeklers, the most gifted of all Transylvania's peo
ples, were a primitive race, living peacefully with their 
neighbours, and that they had "gladly” welcomed the Ruma
nian soldiers (who had broken in and laid waste their homes). 
All this, however, made little difference: nothing worse could 
happen to Transylvania after Bratianu's assertions than the 
bargain made over it in 1916.

The only awkward territorial question was the problem 
of the Banate, which area —  as I have said — was, after 
many scruples on the part of the Powers, assigned wholly to 
Rumania in the Treaty of 1916 concluded while the war was 
in progress. This was bitterly contested by Serbia, who laid 
claim to the parts inhabited by Serbs. Now that the Powers 
had repudiated the Treaty was the opportunity to divide the 
Banate between Serbia and Rumania; and this the Powers 
were willing to do. Bratianu did everything in his power to 
prevent this and to prove that the whole area of the Banate 
belonged by right to Rumania. He set himself to prove that 
the Banate was a separate geographical unit, (which is not 
true, for on the east it is organically connected with Tran
sylvania), and that it had always been a united political unit 
in the past, which was not true either, seeing that for centuries 
its southern parts had constituted a separate frontier march. 
It was true indeed that the people in the mountainous regions 
would be cut off from intercourse with the lowlands, but the 
same thing had happened in the case of Transylvania, and 
little did Bratianu care that the people of the Transylvanian 
mountains had been cut off from their sources of livelihood 
in the Great Plain of Hungary. Neither did it trouble him 
that the Rumanians were in the minority in the area de
manded: even according to his own unreliable statistics, the 
population consisted of 400.000 Germans (he made no men
tion of the 3oo.ooo Serbs), 250.000 Magyars and 600.000 
Rumanians: 600.000 Rumanians, that is to say, against
950.000 people of other nationalities. In other words, he 
demanded for Rumania an area where not much more than 
one-third of the inhabitants were of Rumanian nationality.
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Very soon a much more difficult problem presented it
self. At the Peace Conference there gradually matured a 
decision to provide for the international protection of 
minorities in the newly created or aggrandized States and 
to incorporate the relevant provisions in the Peace Treaties. 
But the German and Austrian Peace Treaties were ready 
before the details of minority protection had been elaborated. 
As an expedient the Peace Conference added a clause to 
both of those Treaties in terms of which the Succession 
States concerned —  in the case of the Austrian Peace Treaty, 
Czecho-Slovakia, Yugoslavia and Rumania —  bound them
selves to undertake the protection of their own minorities 
in separate treaties, control to be exercised by the Great 
Powers, there being as yet no League of Nations. This led 
to acute and irreconcilable differences between Bratianu and 
the Peace Conference. Immediately, at the very outset, it 
happened that on 30th May at six o'clock in the evening the 
Austrian Peace Treaty was handed to the Rumanian dele
gation with instructions to have their observations ready in 
time for next morning's meeting. This left them only one 
night to study it, but however much time they would have 
had, the result would have been the same, for Bratianu 
refused to consider the organization of international minority 
protection. ‘‘Foreign influence", — the delegation stated in 
the report presented next morning, —  “ no matter what 
liberties it might ensure the minorities over and above those 
which the Rumanian State grants to all its citizens, would 
merely compromise the work of appeasement. On the one 
hand, the minorities would consider themselves absolved of 
any feelings of gratitude towards the State, which feelings 
would be a main factor in furthering the task of appease
ment: on the other hand, two categories of citizens would 
be established in the State: one that had confidence in the 
solicitude of the State for the welfare of its subjects and 
another that would be hostile to the State and seek protec
tion outside its borders."

“ It would be renunciation of the State's sovereignty” — 
said Bratianu — “ to accept an organization of this kind.” 
During the month of June no change took place in the situa
tion: the Peace Conference continued to take but little notice
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of the Rumanian delegates, and Bratianu stubbornly con
tinued to oppose the wishes of the Conference, encouraged 
in this behaviour by the advance of the Rumanian army into 
Hungary. On the 11th of June the Conference of Foreign 
Ministers informed the Rumanian delegation what Rumania's 
final frontiers were to be, and did so without having pre
viously submitted the documents to them for inspection. 
Immediate acceptance was demanded. Bratianu refused this 
demand and was given a few days' grace to study the papers 
and make his report to Bucharest. But Bratianu merely 
waited until the Versailles Treaty was signed on 28th June; 
on 2nd July, without taking leave of the Conference, he 
returned to Bucharest. To the Paris newspapermen he said 
he was leaving because it was impossible for Rumania to 
guarantee the protection of minorities.

Meanwhile Rumania was forced to swallow an incredibly 
humiliating pill. The Minority Treaties had been framed all 
on the same model with only a few unimportant alterations 
as required by the divergent conditions obtaining in the se
veral States, and after some reluctance Poland was the first 
to sign her own Treaty simultaneously with the Treaty of 
Versailles. On 23rd May the Rumanian delegation was 
handed its own Minority Treaty and was thunderstruck to 
see that the text of its preamble ran as follows:

“Whereas under Treaties to which the principal Allied 
and Associated Powers are Parties large accessions of terri
tory are being and will be made to the Kingdom of Ruma
nia, and whereas in the Treaty of Berlin the independence 
of the Kingdom of Rumania was only recognized subject to 
certain conditions, and whereas the Principal Allied and 
Associated Powers now desire to recognize unconditionally 
the independence of the Kingdom of Rumania as regards 
both its former and its new territories . . . for this purpose 
etc. etc.” Rumania was required to sign the Treaty for the 
protection of her own minorities.

This meant that the pre-War Kingdom of Rumania had 
not been regarded by the Powers as an independent State, 
but that now they were willing to recognize it as such in 
exchange for an undertaking to protect is minorities. This 
was the humiliating “ preambul rusinos” , which deeply
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•offended the Rumanians. We must confess that it is really 
incomprehensible how such a passage could have found its 
way into an international treaty, unless —  as a Rumanian 
diplomat opined — it was inserted with the intention of 
annoying Bratianu, whose behaviour was unbearably un
pleasant. After Bratianu's departure the Rumanians who 
remained in Paris continued to obstruct the work of the 
Conference by passive resistance, and all that happened was 
that a number of Notes —  twelwe in all —  were despatched 
to Bucharest, to none of which the Rumanian Government 
deigned to reply. All they gained by this passive resistance, 
however, was that the tone of the Paris Notes grew more and 
more threatening, until finally, on 27th September, Bratianu 
resigned. His successor, General Vaitoianu, attempted to 
continue Bratianu's policy, but at the end of November a 
last Note arrived from Paris ordering Rumania point-blank 
to sign the Minority Treaty immediately; failing this the Note 
threatened Rumania with a rupture of diplomatic relations. 
The old game was played out: the Vajda-Voivod Govern
ment was formed, and on 9th December signed the Minority 
Treaty as well as the Austrian and Bulgarian Peace Treaties. 
About a year later, on 28th October, the question of Bes
sarabia was settled in a Treaty concluded between Great 
Britain, France, Italy and Japan on the one hand and Ru
mania on the other. In that Treaty the Powers recognized 
the union of that province with the Kingdom of Rumania. 
The Soviet Government never recognized this agreement 
relating to Russian territory, which was concluded without 
her assent, and in June of the present year Russia took 
steps to enforce the logical conclusion of her consistent 
attitude.
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THE OBSTACLES TO
SLOVAKIA'S ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION

BY

LEWIS JOCSIK

I f we examine the economic efforts being made by Slo
vakia, we shall see that the young State has not yet 
recovered from the consequences of the loss of the 

Magyar areas. The Slovak Administration is doing every
thing conceivable in the field of industrial and agrarian policy 
to neutralize those consequences in public and private life. 
The difficulties themselves and the steps taken to eliminate 
them throw into relief the great natural law of the Carpa
thian Basin, namely that industrial production in the northern 
border regions is dependent on the consumption of indus
trial products by the agrarian population of the Danube 
districts. This law is one that defied all the efforts of the 
Czechs and now defies those of the Slovaks. Let us examine 
a few instances of this interdependence as it affects Slo
vakia's industry and agriculture.

Briefly, the essence of the great agricultural problems 
exercising Slovakia as a result of the restoration of the 
Magyar areas may be summed up as follows. In 1935— 1936 
the Czecho-Slovak Wheat Board was able to buy 71.587 
wagon-loads of grain for marketing purposes in Slovakia. 
This was the quantity available for commerce when the 
Magyar areas still belonged to Slovakia. In independent 
Slovakia the Wheat Board was in 1939 unable to purchase 
more than 33.780 wagon-loads for commercial purposes. The 
difference, therefore, is no less than 37.807 wagon-loads of 
grain, this being the quantity produced on the areas restored 
to the mother-country. Slovakia has consequently lost 53% 
of her grain production, although in area and population her 
loss was a bare 30%. To maintain the balance between 
agricultural production and the size of the population she 
should have lost about 33% more of her present area and 
population. Then the Slovak politicians who preach the
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doctrine of Slovak autarchy would have been justified in 
their faith. The advocates of Slovak self-sufficiency hoped 
for at least 35.000 wagon-loads of grain in the summer of 
1939. Their disappointment knew no bounds when the result 
fell 2000 wagon-loads short of their expectations. The soil 
of Slovakia is not rich enough to produce the quantities 
demanded of it by Slovak agrarian politicians.

A similarly depressing picture presents itself when we 
examine Slovakia’s own requirements of bread cereals. A c
cording to the official "Slovak” , her annual requirements are
14.000 wagon-loads of wheat, 3000 of rye and 3000 of bar
ley. (Barley is included because in certain districts of Slo
vakia barley-bread is common.) The total is therefore
20.000 wagon-loads. If we reckon 100 quintals to the wagon, 
then with a population of 2.500.000 the average quantity per 
head per annum works out at not more than 80 kilogrammes. 
But even if we reckon the whole of Slovakia's production, 
only 120 kilogrammes fall to each of her inhabitants and 
120 kilogrammes of grain yield only 84 kilogrammes of flour. 
Considering that the Slovaks are great consumers of bread 
(their consumption of meat and fats is limited), even 120 
kilogrammes of grain, i. e. 84 of flour, per head is very 
little.

When any problem connected with industrial produc
tion is mentioned in Slovakia, the loss of territory is quoted 
with stereotype consistency as the sole explanation of the 
difficulties and worries. And it is indeed true that the resto
ration of part of the Magyar areas has had a surprising 
effect on Slovak industry. At the first glance one thinks 
that it is merely a question of the loss of areas producing 
raw materials and of some markets. But what is surprising 
is that in consequence of that loss the national income 
derived from mannfacturing industry has decreased by 30%. 
The net profits of the agricultural industries in old Slova
kia were 79.070.000 crowns annually, and those of the manu
facturing industries were 1.837.820.000. Together they re
presented a contribution of about 1.920.000.000 crowns to 
the national income. As a result of the loss of territory 
these receipts have decreased by 760.000.000 crowns. The 
570.000.000 crowns representing the net profits of the crafts
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have decreased by 170.000.000. Industrial production must 
therefore reckon with a loss of about 1.000.000.000 crowns. 
This figure reflects the importance of the southern areas 
from the standpoint of Slovak industry.

Let us now examine a few more statistics. According to 
the report for 1939 issued by the Slovak Board of Mines, 
iron production has decreased by 27% since the loss of the 
areas restored to Hungary. The boom in raw materials cau
sed by the war has, it is true, helped to increase production 
in the mines left to Slovakia, but even so it has not proved 
possible to reduce the decrease caused by Slovakia's terri
torial losses below 20%. In the case of antimony the de
crease is much greater, amounting, as it does, to 10%.

In many branches of industry Slovakia's territorial 
losses have resulted in a scarcity of raw materials, and 
serious crises have arisen. The textile industry in particular 
finds itself in great difficulties. With the southern regions 
restored to Hungary great tracts of land producing flax and 
hemp have been lost to Slovakia. The silk industry has lost 
about 50% of its raw materials. Before the first Vienna 
Award there were 140.000 mulberry-trees in Slovakia. With 
the restored areas 65.000 have passed to Hungary. One of 
the Slovak Government's greatest problems is how to counter
balance the loss of these raw materials by way of domestic 
production.

The Slovak sugar industry has also fallen on evil days. 
In the first year of Slovak independence it was already 
evident that the sugar-beet grown in Slovakia would not be 
able to supply the requirements of the refineries, either 
quantitatively or qualitatively. The Slovak sugar refineries 
counted on procuring 4.800.000 quintals of beet, but the 
farmers did not contract to supply more than 3.900.000 
quintals, and of this quantity only 3.400.000 were actually 
delivered. This meant that the sugar refineries received
1.400.000 quintals less than they expected. Slovak economic 
circles had hoped to be able to export 160.000 quintals of 
sugar, but they were forced to reduce that quantity by 
60.000.

We might continue to enumerate similar data ad infi
nitum, but the above will suffice to prove the interdepen
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dence of the northern, industrial, and southern, agricultural, 
areas. Before the war of 1914— 1918 the Hungarian Adimis- 
tration, recognizing that interdependence, created flourish
ing industries in Upper Hungary. Then came the Czechs, 
who ruined most of those industries. But even so Slovak 
economic authorities see with dismay that owing to the loss 
of the Magyar areas Slovak industry is on too large a scale 
for the size of the country. Even the remnants of industry 
left by the Czechs are too much for that little country. Slo
vakia cannot keep her factories working at their full capa
city; the factory hands suffer from unemployment or are 
forced to emigrate to neighbouming countries. According to 
Slovak official statistics, there are 50.000 unemployed in 
the country, while a similar number have emigrated to 
Germany.
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DIFFICULTIES OF PROBLEM 
OF M AGYAR MINORITY IN YUGOSLAVIA

BY

IMRE PROKOPY

Only two of the promises made by the Government in 
connection with the situation of the Magyar minority 
in Yugoslavia have so far been redeemed. The one 

refers to the Ordinance of 24th February 1938 restricting 
the sale of real estate, which in the areas under the jurisdic
tion of the Ujvidek (Novisad), Zagreb and Lubljana (Lai
bach) Courts of Appeal made it practically impossible for 
minority citizens, especially for those of Magyar nationality, 
to buy land or houses. The other agrees to grant the de
mands, which the Hungarian minority has been urging for 
two decades, for permission to establish a union of the Hun
garian cultural societies in Yugoslavia.

By order of Premier Tsvetkovitch an Ordinance con
sisting of one single paragraph was published on 20th 
September in the Official Gazette (,,Sluzbene Novine“ )  
annulling the provisions of the previous Ordinance regulat
ing the buying and selling of real estate which had weighed 
so grievously on the national minorities. The new Ordinance, 
namely, does away with the restriction that made the buy
ing and selling of real estate conditional on a special permit 
from the authorities, but upholds that provision in the case 
of all lands lying within the zone of military fortifications. 
Seeing that the fortification zone is a very wide one, stretch
ing all along the northern frontier, lying, that is to say, 
in territory occupied chiefly by Magyars and German settle
ments, previous experience makes the value of this new 
Ordinance doubtful from the angle of the national minori
ties. In view of this, on 22nd September, certain leaders of 
the German minority appeared before Premier Tsvetkovitch, 
who happened to be in Ujvidek, and asked him for more 
precise information regarding the interpretation of the Ordi
nance and its application. In his reply the Premier announced
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that the restrictions applying to the buying and selling of 
real estate in the military zone meant that no aliens would 
be allowed to buy land there, but that all Yugoslav subjects, 
irrespective of their nationality, would be free to buy land 
and other real estate within the zone of fortifications. Des
pite this reassuring statement minority circles still feel 
anxious, for neither the local authorities nor the military 
commands have yet received instructions concerning the 
execution of the Ordinance, and it is therefore to be feared 
that there can be no free trade in real estate in that zone 
and no entry in the Land Register of the change of owners 
without a hitch if the persons concerned are minority 
subjects.

As another result of numerous representations and pe
titions the Minister of the Interior is said to have at last 
given the Magyars of Yugoslavia permission to form an al
liance of the Hungarian cultural societies, and to have sent 
a writ to that effect to the Ban of the Danube Banate for 
delivery to the Magyar minority. If this is true, it is very 
probable that before the autumn is over the Magyars will 
establish an all-embracing cultural organization, the lack of 
which has hitherto been so sorely felt. The Government 
could hardly withhold this permission, seeing that on the 
strength of a licence from the Government of the Banate of 
Croatia the Magyars of that Banate have been able to 
establish a Hungarian cultural organization there.

In the field of education, as well as in other respects, 
—  alas! —  promises are not being redeemed in practice, 
except very tardily and with much shilly-shallying, chiefly 
because of the obstacles raised by the subordinate authorities. 
This is particularly true of Ordinance No. 26.323 issued by 
M. Bozo Maximovitch, former Minister of Education, on 
15th May of the current year, which in principle abolished 
the notorious system of name analysis and made it possible 
at long last for parents who called themselves Magyars to 
send their children to the so-called “Hungarian” parallel 
departments of the State elementary schools. In Szabadka 
(Subotica), for instance, the school-inspector stated that the 
reason why he refused to obey the Ordinance was that he 
had not received it and had therefore no official knowledge
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of the right of parents to choose the schools to which they 
wished to send their children. The macchinations employed 
by the subordinate educational authorities to prevent Ma
gyar children from attending the so-called “ Hungarian” 
parallel section of the State elementary schools may be 
gathered from the appeal made to the Magyar parents by 
Dr. Leo Deak, a leader of the Magyars of Yugoslavia and 
one-time member of the Provincial Diet. "Day by day” —  
he said —  “ I receive, on the one hand, reports that in terms 
of Ordinance No. 26.323 Magyar parents are hastening to 
enrol their children in the so-called Hungarian sections 
of the State schools and, on the other, complaints that the 
subordinate educational authorities are not acting at all in 
conformance with that Ordinance. In general the complaint 
is that parents who bring their children to be registered in 
the Hungarian section are being turned away. Sometimes 
the pretext is that they have been too late in coming, some
times that their documents are not complete, but in most 
cases no reason at all is given. In some places — especially 
in the Banate of Croatia —  the complaint is that a certificate 
of citizenship is required. Now it is a lengthy and expensive 
process to obtain that certificate, and the educational officer 
who is responsible for the registration, knowing the persons 
concerned and their circumstances, would be perfectly well 
able to dispense with it. From most places it is reported 
that the system of name-analysis is still being applied, just 
as it was before the above-mentioned Ordinance was issued. 
Where the Ordinance allows the establishment of a new 
Hungarian section, there are no proper teachers for it. In 
other places the teachers employed in the Hungarian sections 
have been transferred to other schools, so that for lack of 
an adequate number of teachers work cannot begin. In cer
tain places again the Magyars have asked for the transfer 
of teachers employed in the Slav sections to the Hungarian 
ones because they speak Hungarian perfectly, while the 
teachers attached to the Hungarian sections have no know
ledge of that language.

On one point all opinions agree, namely that in each of 
these cases the behaviour of the subordinate educational 
and administrative authorities is incompatible with the
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intentions of the higher authorities and with those of the 
highest of all, the Ministry of Education. It is there
fore desirable to bring the arbitrary behaviour of these sub
ordinate authorities to the notice of the supreme educational 
authority and open the Minister's eyes to the absurdity of 
these conditions. I have consequently been asked to lead a 
deputation to the Premier and the Minister of Education. 
This I am willing to do, and I have already taken steps to 
ascertain whether the Premier and the Minister of Educa
tion will see the deputation and listen to our representations, 
and if so, when?”

Seeing that the registration of pupils for the present 
school-year took place at the beginning of September, and 
in view of the way it was carried out, there is little prospect 
of the proposed deputation being able to achieve much. The 
fact is that there is no sign yet of new Hungarian sections 
being established in the State elementary schools, not even 
although, according to reliable statistics, the minimum number 
of pupils required for their establishment —  25 or 30 
children of schooling age whose parents declare themselves 
to be Magyars —  was found in at least 30 or 40 villages.

We would fain hope that in the near future the Yugo
slav Government will find a way of settling not only this 
question, but also all the problems of the Magyar minority 
in an equitable and reassuring manner, the more so since 
this is one of the conditions indispensable to a further deve
lopment of the cultural co-operation established between 
Hungary and Yugoslavia, and a pledge that methods of settl
ing in a friendly spirit and by peaceful means all the disputed 
questions dividing the two countries will soon be devised.
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THE HEARTS OF TW O SISTER-NATIONS 
BEAT IN UNISON

BY

ANDREW ERDELYI

“The joy of a friend is our joy and our joy is our friend’s 
joy.’’ The truth of this ancient proverb has never been more 
evident than now, when the joy of the Hungarian nation has been 
doubled by the fact that Bulgaria regained possession of Southern 
Dobrudja at the very time when the northern part of Transylva
nia was restored to us. And vice versa, the joy of the Bulgarians 
was enhanced by the circumstance that Hungarian revision 
reached a new triumphant stage just when they were able to 
embrace again their beloved brethren in Southern Dobrudja who 
had been languishing in alien bondage. If there are two nations 
whose paths ran parallel in the past, whose prayers rose 
together to the Most High, whose hearts, filled with one single 
longing, beat in unison, it is the Hungarian and the Bulgarian 
nations.

The Magyars and Bulgarians are two peoples of kindred 
race living in unfriendly, alien surroundings in Eastern Europe. 
In the Balkans and the adjoining regions of Central Europe they 
were the first champions of Christianity. Both fought in defence 
of civilization and peace against the rapacious imperialism of 
wild hordes from the East. The Magyars arrived to take pos
session of their new home in Europe by the route used by the 
Bulgarians, who had established themselves firmly on that blood- 
drenched soil in 679 A. D. The Hungarian nation waged war 
for Europe, shedding its blood and becoming enfeebled in a 
superhuman struggle against the Turks. One of the greatest of 
their battles was fought near the Bulgarian town of Varna. The 
Bulgarians, too, struggled for the same aims and suffered more, 
for they languished under the yoke of Turkish oppression till 
after the middle of last century. Bulgaria was just as much a 
victim of old narrow-minded Europe as Hungary was. Hardy, 
self-reliant and unyielding, the Bulgarians, like the Magyars, 
fought their own glorious war of independence, but though they
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won it, they were robbed of the fruits of victory by the Berlin 
Congress, which in 1885 refused to acknowledge their triumphs 
as deserving complete liberation. In the Balkan War they bore 
the brunt of the fighting, their sacrifices were the greatest, but 
when success was assured, the heroes of that victorious campaign, 
weakened in battle, were denied their due reward by their 
allies. In the last Great War, too, neither Bulgaria nor Hungary 
was defeated on the field of battle, yet both of them were 
■crushed by the inhumanity, unjustice and unreasonable nature of 
the Paris Peace Edicts.

In their mentality the two nations are alike; both are 
endowed with a fortitude which reveals itself in the fact that 
the harder the blows of fate, the stronger, tougher and more 
capable of resistance they become, as steel is hardened by the 
hammer. The traditions of both are rooted in a faith-inspiring 
past: in Hungary the creed is the cult of St. Stephen, in Bulgaria 
that of Simon the Great. This explains the unusually constant 
sympathy existing between the two nations, the roots of which 
are deep and its foliage evergreen.

In its publications the Hungarian Frontier Readjustment 
League has always proclaimed, fostered and encouraged that 
sympathy, and the Hungarian and Bulgarian revisionist move
ments co-operated when both — one from the west the other from 
the southeast — laid siege to the same fortress with the same 
justification and the same weapons, and for the same great na
tional and European aims. The sufferings of the Magyars of 
Transylvania and the Bulgarians of the Dobrudja were very 
similar. The latter were perhaps even more cruelly persecuted 
and more brutally deprived of all means of livelihood; a greater 
number of their patriots and priests were murdered; their schools 
were more ruthlessly destroyed and more relentless was the 
campaign against their ownership of land, their culture and 
their mother-tongue. We know that entire Bulgarian villages 
were wiped out. Now that deliverance is come for both, their joy 
and ours is doubly great.
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STATEMENT MADE BY SECRETARY OF STATE TIBOR 
PATAKY CONCERNING RESULT OF HUNGARIAN 

PREMIER'S TOUR OF TRANSYLVANIA
M. Tibor Pataky, Secretary of State in the Prime Minister's 

Department, has made an interesting statement describing the 
results of the three visits to Transylvania undertaken by the 
Hungarian Prime Minister.

M. Pataky began by stating that the re-incorporation in 
the life of the Hungarian nation of the life of the restored re
gions demands exceptional circumspection and a thorough fa
miliarity with conditions. The object in view is that the great 
work shall be attended with the legitimate satisfaction of all 
the peoples of this ancient Magyar territory which has for more 
than twenty years been living under a foreign rule. For that 
very reason the Hungarian Government is determined to grant 
the non-Magyar nationalities too complete equality of rights, as 
well as security of person and property, enabling those nationa
lities to preserve and freely develop their economic and intellec
tual forces, to freely employ their mother tongues in private life 
and in educational institutions alike, and to render possible the 
unrestricted use of those languages also in dealings with the 
authorities in places where the conditions of settlement of the 
non-Magyar nationalities makes such procedure justifiable.

The experiences obtained in respect of the question of food 
are on the whole of a satisfactory character and indeed in some 
places absolutely re-assuring; for despite this year’s harvest hav
ing been anything but favourable, the shortage in evidence in 
some districts is counterbalanced by the more favourable harvest 
yield obtained in other parts of Transylvania. The inhabitants 
are using every effort to effectually carry out the autumn agri
cultural operations. A circumstance causing considerable difficul
ties is however the fact that the Rumanian army removed large 
numbers of horses and carts, when they retired from the country. 
The Government has therefore placed tractors at the disposal 
of the population. During the course of the negotiations with 
Rumania the Rumanians promised without unnecessary delay to 
return the draught animals and carts removed by the troops. The 
army is also assisting in carrying out the autumn operations. The 
Government is also helping the inhabitants by providing seeds. 
The roads in Transylvania are in an extremely neglected condi
tion; and for that reason there was every need for the urgent 
initiation of public works — these works having resulted, not
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only in improving the roads, but also in providing the inhabitants 
with considerable opportunities of labour, As a consequence of 
the manner in which the new frontier has been demarcated rail
way connections with Szeklerland have been cut; and here too 
the roads are in a pitiable condition: as a result a beginning has 
been made with the building of a narrow-gauge and a normal- 
gauge railway line. The works incidental to this scheme have 
given employment to many thousands of labourers; and the 
narrow-gauge railway is actually to be ready by the end of 
the year.

The Secretary of State noted further that the Rumanians 
had pursued a very ruthless policy with the object of materially 
ruining the people of Szeklerland, of diverting them from their 
ancient occupations and of rumanianising them by force. In Csik 
County, for instance, where the Magyars form an enormous 
majority of the inhabitants, they established State elementary 
schools in which the teachers did not know a single world of 
Hungarian. And the denominational schools could only be at
tended by pupils obtaining permission to do so from the head 
teacher of the Rumanian State elementary school. In the purely 
Magyar villages the inhabitants were compelled to build a 
Greek Oriental church for the use of the 4—5 gendarmes or 
customs officers stationed there, who belonged to the Greek 
Oriental Church. Of late there had been a veritable orgy of 
torture and arrests and domiciliary visits and consignment to 
compulsory labour camps of so virulent a character that a 
considerable proportion of the inhabitants of many Magyar vil
lages had fled to the forests, hiding there until the reign of 
terror should come to an end.

The Prime Minister had had separate conversations also 
with the leaders of the Saxons, who promised to join hands 
with the other peoples of Transylvania and take their share of 
the work of re-construction. They will afford the younger gene
rations affectionate support. The Government has organised in 
Transylvania an economic board which is to be consulted before 
taking any measures. The Prime Minister when in Transylvania 
had declared further that the Government would never consent to 
the land allotted under the Rumanian Land Reform to the poorer 
elements for the satisfaction of their legitimate demands being 
taken from them. The Government was honestly determined to 
leave no stone unturned to provide for the enforcement of the 
nationality rights of the Saxon people in the same manner as 
that had been done in the past, its procedure being in the future 
in keeping with the spirit of the agreement concluded with the 
Government of the German Empire. The Premier also re-assured 
the leaders of the Rumanians, promising to grant them their 
rights and to ensure them kindly treatment. But the Rumanians 
must on their part accomodate themselves to their place in the
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Hungarian State and must without reserve respect the framework 
of that State.

RUMANIAN LIES REFUTED BY HUNGARIAN 
GOVERNMENT

The Hungarian Telegraphic Bureau reports:
The columns of the Rumanian Press are still full of tales, 

concocted by the propaganda offices, of atrocities said to have 
been perpetrated in the parts of Transylvania restored to 
Hungary.

The publication of these alarming tales in the Rumanian 
Press is obviously intended to inspire the Magyars of the areas 
left to Rumania with a dread of reprisals and thus force them 
to flee, or perhaps they are designed to justify their own subse
quent treatment of the Magyars left under their rule. The 
Magyars of Rumania have again been officially told by Hun
gary that the Hungarian Government and the Hungarian army 
are keeping close watch over them, and they have been enjoined 
not to allow themselves to be intimidated.

With the greatest generosity and tolerance the Hungarian 
Government has made every effort to forget the past, even the 
recent past, but it would appear that this is not to the taste 
of the Rumanian Government, which has already launched an 
irredentist movement in Rumania.

The cases officially brought to the notice of the Hungarian 
Government were examined without delay, and the fact was 
established that all of them were based on false information. 
The Rumanian Government has already been apprised of this 
through the ordinary diplomatic channels, so there must be some 
other explanation for the clamour in the Rumanian Press. If Ru
mania imagines that anything is to be gained from Hungary 
by means of lying reports and threats, she will find to her bitter 
sorrow that she has made a great mistake.

RUMANIAN ATROCITIES DURING EVACUATION 
OF TRANSYLVANIA

The Rumanian army — assisted by fanatical Rumanian in
habitants — committed a considerable number of atrocities in the 
interval between the Vienna Award, and the appearance of the 
Hungarian troops in Transylvania. These atrocities form a strange 
breach of the provisions of the Vienna Award and offer a 
striking contrast to the statements and practical gestures where
by the leading statesmen of Hungary assured the Rumanian 
people of their goodwill and understanding. Moreover, they
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were wholly unprovoked, because the Magyar population, which 
has now regained its liberty, had set a praiseworthy example of 
patience and loyalty by suppressing its righteous resentment 
against its former oppressors.

In the city of Kolozsvar it was found that the Rumanians 
had robbed the city of all its movable assets. Thus, for instance, 
from the stomatological clinic every object had been removed: 
not only the X-ray apparatuses and other important implements, 
but even the operating chairs. The same had been done in the 
other clinics, where even the gas pipes had been torn out of 
the walls. In the cigarette factory the whole equipment had been 
taken away; even the fixed machines had been dismounted and 
removed.

The inhabitants of Kolozsvar and its vicinity, too, are com
plaining bitterly against the Rumanians for their behaviour during 
the evacuation. In these days the Rumanian authorities endea
voured to collect the arrears in taxes in the greatest hurry, and 
even where people could prove the payment of their taxes the 
Rumanians took away their movable property, very often worth 
much more than the amount of the arrears. Those who offered 
resistance were brutally beaten. In one of the barracks the bo
dies of hanged young Szeklers were found, and on the back of 
each there was a note with the words: "Long live Hungary!"

Both the Hungarian Press Agency and the Radio were 
repeatedly compelled to mention the fact that the retreating 
Rumanians had taken with them objects and installations which 
they had no right to remove. Thus at Kolozsvar they dismounted 
the fixed machines of the principal railway workshop, while at 
Sepsiszentgyorgy they removed the whole machinery of the 
tobacco factory. It is also reported from reliable sources that 
during the period in question all Rumanian firms dismissed their 
Magyar employees, leaving them on the street without paying 
then any compensation.

The Rumanian Government has issued a statement denying 
the dismissal of Magyars from the employment of factories, of
fices and other establishments. Nevertheless, it is an undeniable 
fact that referring to instructions received from the Ministry of 
the Interior the Prefects ordered all offices and institutions to 
dismiss their Magyar employees. The "Malaxa", an industrial 
establishment in Bucharest, dismissed more than 3.000 Magyar
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workmen between September 3 and 7. Furthermore, the '’Vulcan”  
factory in Bucharest dismissed almost one thousand Magyar 
workers, the “Viona" and the aeroplane factory in Brasso 
(Brasov) dismissed many hundreds of Magyar workers without 
delay and without any compensation. — The horticultural 
authorities of the city of Temesvar (Timisoara) turned out all 
their Magyar employees. The same treatment was allotted to the 
Magyar officials and other employees of the Rumanian State 
Railways, who were compelled to resign their posts and leave 
their homes in the Railway buildings. And finally, in a number 
of Rumanian towns — Fassy, Galatz and Constanza — the Ma
gyar domestic servants were sent home within twenty-four hours.

The Magyar population of the Transylvanian territories 
restored to Hungary lived in a state of fear and anxiety in the 
interval between the Vienna Award and the appearance of the 
Hungarian troops. These poor people were exposed to the most 
inhuman treatment on the part of the retreating Rumanian army 
and the officials leaving the territory. This reign of terror 
reached its climax in the brutality of the Maniu-Guards. The 
anti-Magyar atrocities commenced as early as September 1st. 
The houses of the Magyars were broken into, the furniture was 
destroyed and the Magyars were beaten in the open streets. At 
Kolozsvar the rioters smashed the doors and windows of the 
Magyar theatre, broke the windows of the "Marianum" and 
the Protestant Hospital and invaded many Magyar shops and 
private homes. These riots and demonstrations demanded many 
victims murdered in and round Kolozsvar. In this city two 
Rumanians assaulted M. Jozsef Tyukody, a well-known Member 
of the Hungarian Party, and beat him so cruelly that he was 
left lying unconscious in the street. M. Jozsef Nagy — because 
he spoke Hungarian in the street — was so badly beaten by 
two Rumanian policemen that he broke his legs and arms. The 
mob broke into the house of M. Lajos Hadics, beating him and 
his mother and a ninteen-year-old sister and plundering his 
home. M. Karoly Molnar was attacked in the open street by 
Maniu-Guards who left him lying on the pavement, bleeding from 
serious wounds inflicted with knives. MM. Ferenc Dedk and 
Geza Szabo were knocked down in the open street, after which 
they were stabbed with knives and beaten with sticks. The house 
of M. Miklos Kis was broken into and he himself, as well as his
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old parents, were beaten half-dead and thrown out into the 
street. Jozsef Peter, a young student; was held up in the open 
street by two Rumanian policemen for speaking Hungarian; he 
was then taken to the police station, where he was trampled on 
and badly beaten by an officer, after which he, too, was turned 
out into the street.

Nor was the situation any better in the country. The retreat
ing Rumanian army meted out the most inhuman treatment to 
the population and plundered their homes. The soldiers devas
tated a number of villages, drove the cattle away, took the food 
of the population with them; and whatever they were unable to 
remove was destroyed. The animals were killed and the grain 
not yet gathered in was set on fire. In the village of Ba.cs the 
population was almost starved to death, being saved only by 
the arrival of the Hungarian troops. At Kiskalota soldiers and 
gendarmes shot into the houses of Magyars, smashed their 
windows and doors with hatchets. The village of Mora was 
attacked by Maniu Guards; they shot into the houses and drove 
the cattle away from the fields. After this the village was set 
on fire in many places. The village of Kajanto was also com
pletely looted. Those inhabitants who were unable to find a 
hiding-place in time, were undressed and badly beaten.

Wherever they could, the inhabitants took the flight, but 
even these were not able to escape the wrath of the Rumanians. 
Yet, perhaps, the most tragic fate was that befalling those Ma
gyars who served in the Rumanian army; as their place of 
domicile fell to Hungary, they had to quit the army. After 
returning their arms they were undressed and sent on their 
way with a "good-speed" in the form of a sound beating. Most of 
them were already weak and fatigued in consequence of the bad 
treatment and poor food. Now these unfortunate people are 
wandering on the roads without food and clothing, many 
hundreds of kilometres from their homes.

AREA AND NATIONALITIES OF PRESENT-DAY RUMANIA
Within a short period Rumania has had to undergo a series 

of serious amputations; she has had to restore a considerable 
part of the territories undeservedly acquired by her in 1918—19. 
Statistical data throw a very interesting light upon the size of 
the Rumania swollen by the increase of territory allotted to
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her 22 years ago and upon the area of the territory still left 
to her today — showing indeed that even today she is far larger 
in area than she was in the period preceding the first Great War.

Hungarian statisticians have already elaborated the data 
relating to the changes in the area and population of Rumania. 
According to these data, the area of Rumania prior to the Balkan 
War of 1912/13 was 131,353 sq. kilometres, while in 1911 the 
number of her inhabitants was 7,086,796. The London Treaty of 
Peace following the Balkan War and the Paris Treaties following 
the first Great War without due warrant allotted to Rumania 
an area of altogether 163,696 sq. kilometres. 62.9°h> of this 
enormous area (i. e. 103,093 sq. kilometres) consisted of territory 
wrested from historical Hungary. As a consequence of this great 
partition the area of Rumania in 1920 comprised altogether 
395,049 sq. kilometres, while in 1933 the number of her 
inhabitants was 19,650,004.

Recently Greater Rumania was subjected to a thorough 
process of reduction in respect both of area and of population. 
The territory annexed by Russia amounted to 54,052 sq. 
kilometres, the population of that territory comprising 4,066.686 
souls. The territory restored to Hungary embraced an area of 
43,591 sq. kilometres, the number of inhabitants living in that 
territory being 2,586,000; while the territory re-incorporated in 
Bulgaria was 7,695 sq. kilometres, the population of this territory 
being 419,075 souls. Rumania therefore, within a few weeks, lost 
territory of a total area of 105,338 sq. kilometres and altogether 
7,071,761 inhabitants.

The area of the territory still left to Rumania is 189,711 sq. 
kilometres, the number of her inhabitants being according to the 
most recent statistical calculations — 12,678,243. In respect of 
territory Rumania is therefore today still larger than present-day 
Hungary; and the whole area of additional territory still in her 
possession — i. e. the increase in area as compared with pre-War 
days — consists of territory wrested from Hungary. But the 
number of Rumania's inhabitants is smaller than that of Hungary. 
Even in the light of her own statistics Rumania was a 
pronouncedly nationality State; for the figures of the 1930 
Rumanian Census recorded the presence of non-Rumanian 
nationalities representing 27%> of the total population, though, as 
is universally known, the Rumanians left no stone unturned to 
group the statistical data and to control, the survey in a manner 
enabling them to show the least possible proportion of non- 
Rumanian nationalities. As a consequence of the revision just 
carried into effect, the greater part of the non-Rumanian 
nationalities living in Rumania have been liberated from Rumanian 
rule. 65°/o of the Magyars previously subject to Rumanian rule 
have been restored to Hungary; while 96°/o of the Ukrainians, 
84*10 of the Russians, 85°/o of the Turco-Tartars and 73°/o of the
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Jews living in Greater Rumania have been withdrawn from that 
country, the result being that today the ratio of non-Rumanian 
nationalities still left in Rumania is only some 14°/o.

Under the Vienna Award 42.3°/o of the territory wrested 
from Hungary 22 years ago has been restored, 43.1% of the 
inhabitants of the territory allotted to Rumania in 1919 having 
returned to their mother country. The number of Magyars shown 
by the data of the 1930 Rumanian Census to be still living in the 
territory left in Rumanian hands is 536,262 — that being 4.6°/» 
of the total number of the inhabitants of present-day Rumania. 
But we must take into account also the natural increase of the 
past ten years, as also the unreliable character of the data of 
the 1930 Rumanian Census relating to the non-Rumanian 
nationalities, in particular to the Magyars; and we shall not be 
guilty of any great exaggeration if we fix the number of Magyars 
still living in the present territory of Rumania at roughly 600,000. 
The other large minority living in present-day Rumania is the 
German — 657,651 souls (4.8°/o), the number of Jews being 
139,113 (1.2°lo), while that of the other non-Rumanian nationalities 
represents a mere trifling fraction as compared with the 
Rumanian majority numbering 9,941,098 souls.
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G. M. M o  rant, D. Sc. The Races o f Central 
Europe. Preface by J. B . S. H a l d a n e .  (Georgs 
Allen & Unwin Ltd. London.)

Dr. Morant has specialised in the measurement of skulls and 
other bones and is an authority on this subject. The peoples 
of Central Europe may feel their knowledge enriched by his 
scholarly work, which throws fresh light on the races of the 
Danubian region. The history, the geography, the ethnography, 
the economics and the racial distribution of this part of our 
continent constitute a field of research that has been sufficiently 
explored; but a study based on biometric facts so carefully 
collected breaks quite new ground, yielding interesting theories 
and surprising conclusions. In a time, when, influenced by the 
example of the Western war, the peoples of Central Europe are 
trying to avoid bloodshed and to solve their differences by 
peaceful methods, Dr. Morant's arresting conclusions will be a 
great moral comfort to them.

de P. P.
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HUNGARY

HUNGARY'S TERRITORIAL GAINS
According to the compilation of the Hungarian Statistical 

Bureau, which is merely a rough estimate, the areas restored 
in Eastern Hungary and Transylvania amount to 43.591 square 
kilometres, making the total area of enlarged Hungary 160.757 
square kilometres. Hungary’s present population is about
13.300.000 souls.

The last Rumanian census taken in 1930 puts the number 
of inhabitants in the restored areas at 2.394.657. In 1910 that 
number was 2.194.254 and was divided as follows: Magyars
1.125.732 (51.4%), Rumanians, 926.268 (42.2%), Germans, 90.195 
(4.1%), Ruthenians, 16.284 (0.7%), and Slovaks, 12.807 (0.6%). 
If to the 9.106.252 inhabitants of Trianon Hungary we add the 
2.394.657 registered by the Rumanian census, the 1.041.401 in
habitants of the part of Upper Hungary regained and the 664.826 
inhabitants of Subcarpathia, the total population of Hungary 
today will be found to be 13.210.136 souls.

The restored areas in Eastern Hungary and Transylvania 
comprise 7.574.522 cadastral yokes. Of this amount 2.362.769 
cadastral yokes (31.2%) are ploughed land, 118.039 (1.6%)
gardens, 1.089.220 (14.4%) meadowland, 27.063 (0.4%) vineyards, 
951.943 (12.6%) pastures and 2.753.263 (36.3%) forests. With this 
increase of territory the total area of Hungary is now 27.933.519 
cadastral yokes, of which area 13.675.363 (49.0%) are ploughed 
land, 383.701 (1.4%) gardens, 2.685.431 (9.6%) meadowland,
405.985 (1.5%) vineyards, 3.077.592 (11.0%) pastures and
6.152.929 (22.0%) forests.

The restoration of these areas results in a great change 
in the comparative (%>) distribution of agricultural production. 
While 60% of the area of Trianon Hungary was ploughed land 
and 11% forests, after this third aggrandisement the proportion 
of ploughed land declines to 45% and that of forests rises to 
20%. In Transylvania relatively more hemp, flax, alfalfa and 
clover are produced than in the dismembered country. Transyl
vania has also large flocks of sheep which raise our former 
stock of one and a half million to two and a half. The produc
tion of wool will increase by 60%. In the field of cattle-breeding 
the alpine pastures are of great importance.

The restoration of Transylvania was welcomed with great 
satisfaction by Hungarian economic factors. Apart from national 
considerations, economic circles are naturally chiefly concerned

41



DANUBIAN REVIEW

with the economic significance of the restored areas, which they 
judge to be highly satisfactory. The fact that the wide plains 
of counties Szatmar, Szilagy and Bihar lying at the feet of the 
Biikk, Rez, and Bihar mountains are able in good years to 
supply almost all the cereals needed by the restored areas, is 
of great importance. Besides this it must be remembered that 
this region and the slopes of the mountains belonging to it are 
famous fruit-growing districts and that they were one of the best 
of pre-War Hungary's oil-seed-producing areas. The rye and 
oats grown in the fertile valley of the Olt and in the Mezoseg 
will facilitate the task of supplying the needs of Szeklerland. 
Of inestimable value is the timber of the Carpathians and the 
inner mountain ranges, which will relieve Hungary of all anxiety 
concerning the supply of firewood and wood for building pur
poses. The numerous spas and watering-places in Transylvania 
also add to the value of the restored areas.

Other valuable resources are represented by the various 
mines and industrial works. Besides the salt mines of Maramaros 
and Vizakna, the most important are the lead, zinc, gold, silver 
and copper mines around Nagybanya, called respectively Kapnik- 
banya, Felsobanya, Borpatak, Iloba and Misbanya. With expert 
management and adequate investments it is certain that they 
will produce a much larger quantity of raw materials than at 
present. The coal mines of Szurdok, Tiho, Zsibo and Egeres will 
supply the coal required for industrial production in the restored 
areas, though their well-developed, industry is far from being 
at the peak of its capacity.

Some of the major industrial plants are the furniture 
factory at Maramarossziget, the leather works at Felsoviso, two 
textile factories in Szatmar nemeti, as well as a wire factory, 
machinery factory, brickworks, a ribbon factory and a chocolate 
factory. Then the oil and chemical works in Nagykaroly, the 
hemp factory at Borvely, the paper mills at Borgoprund, the 
ceramic, factory, brewery and linen mills in Beszterce, the pe
troleum refinery at Des, the distillery in Szamosujvar, the glass 
works at Feketeerdo, the pottery works at £lesd, two leather 
works at Szaszregen, a sugar refinery, furniture factory, leather 
works petroleum refinery and brickworks in Marosvasarhely, a 
textile factory at Sepsiszentgyorgy and the iron foundry at 
Szentesegyhaz provide thousands of workmen with their daily 
bread. Industry at Nagyvarad and Kolozsvar is highly developed. 
Three shoemaking factories, several textile works, chemical 
works, a braid factory, a cocoa mill, a hat factory, carbonic acid 
works, a brush factory, metal works and a brewery supply Nagy
varad and the surrounding districts with their needs, while a 
large number of workmen find employment in the factories for 
shoes, stockings, bread, ceramics, spirits, beer, soap, textiles, 
cardboard and leather goods at Kolozsvar. Besides the factories
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enumerated above there are a large number of smaller concerns 
and numerous sawmills in Transylvania.

In the areas restored there are 22 independent banks with 
59 branch offices most of which were established by Magyars 
before the last war and belonged to the sphere of interests of 
Hungarian banking establishments during the Rumanian era. 
With those areas 2350 kilometres of railroad and 6.600 kilo
metres of tramway lines have returned, so that now the total 
network of the Hungarian State Railways comprises 11.676 kilo
metres of permanent way and over 40.000 kilometres of municipal 
tramway lines. Great difficulties, however, arise from the 
circumstance that the Budapest—Kolozsvar—Tovis main line 
makes a sudden bend below Kolozsvar and because the corner 
was left to Rumania the connection between it and the railway 
line branching off towards Szeklerland is broken. This will 
entail the construction of a new connecting line about 90 kilo
metres.

INCREASE OF 38.400.000 PENGO IN VALUE OF NOTE 
CIRCULATION

According to the report issued on 23rd September by the 
National Bank of Hungary, the value of the banknotes in circula
tion has increased by 38.400.000 pengo as from 15th September. 
This increase was caused by the gradual exchange for pengo of 
the lei banknotes in circulation in the restored areas of Eastern 
Hungary and Transylvania. The counter-item figuring in the 
national debt of the banknotes put into circulation in the course 
of this exchange during the past business week showed an 
increase of 82.100.000 pengo. The sums paid in for the redemp
tion of bills exceeded the value of the bills presented by
23.400.000 pengo. Payments into the State clearing accounts were 
in excess of the sums paid out of them by 14.900.000, and those 
paid into other accounts exceeded the sums paid out by 2.000.000 
pengo, so that the total sum of clearing credits has increased by
16.900.000 pengo. Gold and silver stocks have decreased in value 
by 2.700.000 pengo. The value of the token coins in circulation 
has increased by 3.100.000 pengo. No important change has 
ensured under the head of sundry creditors, but the item sundry 
debtors shows an increase of 4.000.000.

RUMANIA
RUMANIA'S EXPORT TRADE AFTER VIENNA AWARD

Rumania's most important export goods were: agrarian
products, petrol, timber (wood) and cattle. The Land Reform 
of 1918—22 which converted 80 per cent of the arable land
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into small holdings, led to a deterioration of the quality of the 
country's principal export commodity, wheat. This is due to the 
fact that the methods of cultivation employed by the peasants 
are far more primitive than those employed by large estates.

Owing to the high costs of transportation the exportation 
of Rumania's timber was by no means an easy matter, so that 
it was restricted principally to the neighbouring countries, such 
as Turkey, Greece, Palestine, Egypt and Italy. The same applies 
to the exportation of cattle, in which respect the poor condi
tion of the live stock also had to be taken into consideration.

The export of petrol just before the outbreak of the 
present war showed a marked decrease mainly du to the 
decrease of production. In this respect the situation has under
gone great changes of late, as the production of oil has 
increased tremendously — partly through the opening up of new 
wells — since the outbreak of the war. In respect of its standard 
of living and purchasing power the population stands very low. 
This state of affairs could only be ameliorated by a moderniza
tion of the methods of agricultural production. The surplus 
agricultural population, on the other hand, could be employed 
in the development of national industry. But for this purpose 
a great many things are needed, such as: a highly developed 
sense for economic life, power of organization, capital, machi
nery and raw materials. This was partly felt by the leaders of 
Rumania's economic life in the years immediately preceding the 
outbreak of this war, when they endeavoured to encourage 
Rumania's export trade to the Western countries, primarily to 
Great Britain, France, Belgium, etc. This does not mean, of 
course, that they did not value sufficiently the prospects of the 
export trade to Germany, Italy and the other “Clearing-States”. 
These States, however, were not able to supply Rumania with 
important raw materials. In the States with free currencies, on 
the other hand, there was another great handicap, namely, that 
the prices offered by these markets were considerably lower 
than those offered by the others. (Cf. the article written by M. 
Romnicianu in The Banker, August 1939, p. 183). Thus the higher 
prices offered by the "Clearing-States” exercised a strong 
power of attraction on Rumanian exporters; moreover, they 
brought about a stabilisation of prices at home that often 
made export to the extra-clearing States well-nigh impossible 
Nevertheless, Rumania sought to increase her exports to the 
extra-clearing States by granting various premiums and other 
facilities (such as the realization of good currencies in the open 
market). These premiums, however, constituted a serious charge 
on the State budget; though export trade was encouraged by the 
higher prices subsequently offered by the “free” markets, im
ports were nevertheless influenced unfavourably.
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The outbreak of the present war caused a considerable 
change in the situation just described. The demand for agricul
tural products and raw materials suddenly became very great 
all over Europe. Agrarian prices began to increase considerably, 
and the conditions of export trade underwent great changes, 
particularly as regards the States of Southern Europe. Their 
trading with the above-mentioned Western States declined 
considerably, while their trading with the "Clearing States” 
increased tremendously. The same change took place, of course, 
in Rumania too. The new situation may be clearly seen from 
the development of price indexes:

Y  oar Wholesale Agrarian Industr. Stand, ofi ear pr. index index index living ind.
(a n n u a 1 a v e r a g e s)

1929 100 100 100 100
1930 78.4 68.2 92.6 88.4
1933 523 44.9 62.1 56.1
1936 68.5 54.0 84.7 61.9
1938 78.3 67.1 84.7 118.2
1939 104.3 77.5 132.2 140.3
1940 (February) 114.1 83.0 148.2 160.3
1940 (May) 127.1 109.0 157.8 175.8

The total area of Greater-Rumania’s arable land aggregated 
13.5 million hectares. Owing to recent territorial changes Ru
mania has lost 26% of this land. But she has retained her oil 
and the Southern part of Transylvania with its immense mineral 
wealth. This makes it imperative for Rumania to develop her 
industry, in order to fill the gap caused by the loss of agricul
tural land; in other words, she has to increase her industry to 
make up for the inevitable loss in industrial exchange-goods. At 
the same time she has to employ in her industry those workers 
who cannot be any more employed in farming.

Industrialization, however, is not merely a question of 
organization, but primarely of capital. This capital may be 
raised either by internal operations or by foreign loans. The 
first is a rather long procedure and must rest on a sound and 
firm basis; the latter, too, requires the stablity of both interna
tional conditions and public finances. Apart from the condi
tion of internal politics prevailing at present, it will suffice to 
mention the fact that Rumania's State debt at the moment 
amounts to 104 hundred million lei, which makes the raising of 
further loans in the future a rather risky business from every 
point of view.
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SLOVAKIA
SLOVAKIA'S "LIQUID GOLD"

Milk is called Slovakia's "liquid gold”, because since the 
restoration of the Northern parts of Hungary milk has become 
so expensive in Slovakia that it has to be bought for gold. Al
ready on the second day following the re-incorporation of the 
southern sections of Upper Hungary the consequences of re
annexation began to make themselves felt in this respect: there 
ensued an unprecedented shortage of milk in Pqzsony (Bratislava) 
and other towns in Slovakia. The milk supplies of two impor
tant districts, Matyusfold and Csallokoz, stopped at once and 
the towns were left without milk in the mornings. The shortage 
of milk assumed the most abnormal dimensions in the Capital 
of the new State: here, in Pozsony, the milk supply fell by
25.000 litres below the daily demand.

At first the Slovak Government hoped to solve the problem 
by means of organization. For this purpose a Milk Syndicate 
was created with a view to organizing the distribution of the 
available milk supplies. The problem confronting the Capital 
was to be solved by compelling the farmers of the neighbour
hood to send their milk supplies to the dairies in Pozsony. The 
authorities prohibited the making of butter at home, and each 
farmer was given a dairy to which he had to take his milk. 
The first attempt proved a failure, whereupon the number of 
villages compelled to supply the Capital was raised to 230. By 
this means, and by this means alone, it was possible to secure 
the bulk of Pozsony's daily demand of milk. By June 1940 the 
organization had proved so efficient that the shortage of 25.000 
litres was reduced to 5000 litres a day.

This, however, does not mean a final solution of the pro
blem of Slovakia's "liquid gold". The “Slovak", the official or
gan, recently complained of a further shortage, stating that 
Slovakia would need one more wagon-load of butter a day to 
supply her normal demand. This question again raised in 
the Slovak press the problem of compulsory milk supplies. It 
appeared that the farmers in the villages refused to obey this 
order, and withheld their supplies of milk from the Milk Syn
dicate. Nor did they obey the prohibition of churning at home, 
whereby the Syndicate had endeavoured to secure the neces
sary quantity of milk for the population.

In this abnormal situation the Slovak Government intro
duced a new system of darly farming. An ordinance has been 
issued whereby it is again allowed to make butter at home. In 
any case, the churning of milk has been going on in the Slovak 
farms in spite of the prohibition, so that this new ordinance of 
the Government means a legalization of this practice, or rather 
the restoration of the old order. Even this, however, does not

46



POLITICAL ECONOMY

secure the final solution of the milk problem Slovakia would 
need 100.000 milk-cows in order to become self-supplying. The 
loss of markets and the shortage in raw materials means the 
same thing from an industrial point of view as the shortage of 
milk-cows in respect of “liquid gold” : it illustrates the force 
of gravitation whereby its economic development connects the 
new State with those southern territories which have been 
restored to Hungary.

GRAVE SITUATION OF SLOVAKIA'S INDUSTRY
There are many symptoms that Slovakia's industry is now 

facing a crisis. In the first place, factories are compelled to reduce 
their production. Some of the workshops are closed down and 
the technical equipment — the goods — producing part of the 
nation's wealth is lying unexploited, exposed to the severity of 
the weather. A painful sensation was recently created in the 
Slovak press by the news that the textile works of Rybarpole on 
July 12th dismissed 1200 workers. The total number of workers 
formerly employed here was 2400, so that the number of the 
workers now dismissed represents 50% of the total number, which 
— no doubt — involves a 50% reduction in the factory's output. 
The misgivings of the public became still more serious when it 
was learned that the glass works at Utekacs have also reduced 
their production. No workers have been dismissed here, but the 
number of working days has been reduced to four a week. The 
Slovak press teems with similar news; it publishes some almost 
every day.

The rapid increase in the number of bankruptcy cases is 
another sign of the grave crisis afflicting Slovakia's industry. 
Recently, for instance, such undertakings as the "Concordia'', a 
cooperative society of timber-manufacturers and wood-merchants 
at Zsolna, and “Engel & Co. Ltd.” were forced to wind up. A 
considerable number of companies have closed their financial 
year with a deficit. The losses of the “Timber & Mining Co. Ltd.” 
Pozsony (Bratislava), amount to 342.635 crowns; those of the 
“Grupa” company to 340.000 crowns, while the “Handlov Colliery 
Co. Ltd.” has suffered a total loss of 1,350.000 crowns; the 
cellulose factory at Turocszentmarton has lost 500.818 crowns. 
The sugar refinery of the "sugarbeet-growers” cooperative society 
at Postyen, and many others, have been compelled to wind up.

These symptoms have, of course, the gravest consequence 
for the workers of Slovakia. The standard of life of this class is 
decreasing rapidly. The young State has not yet been able to 
tackle the problem of unemployment, though — it is believed — 
Slovakia's war industry is just passing through a period of 
prosperity. The workers are everywhere fighting for a betterment 
of their financial situation. At a meeting of the Christian Socialist 
trade unions on July 14th the Secretary declared that "there are
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more movements for an improvement of wages than ever before. 
Gradually the workers' claim for a settlement of the question of 
wages will spread over all fields of work”.

YUGOSLAVIA
COST OF LIVING IN YUGOSLAVIA ADVANCES 58% 

WITHIN A YEAR
The "Narodna Manka” recently issued its index of prices 

for the month of August, refering to both wholesale and retail 
prices. The wholesale price index of agrarian products in 
August was 163.6, as against 128.7 in July and 75.7 in August, 
1939. In other words, agrarian prices in August this year were 
27.1% (or 34.9 points) higher than in July, and 87.8 points (or 
11.1%) higher than in August 1939. The price index for animal 
products was 93.1 points; July: 87.4, August 1939: 68. This 
means a difference of 25.1 points (or 36.9°/o) as against August 
1939. Mineral products have risen by 33.4% since August 1939, 
the price index for this year being 125.3, as against 93.9 in 
August last year. The price index of manufactured products in 
August was 114.8, as against 78.3 in the August of the previous 
year; that being an advance of 46.6%.

The general index of wholesale prices in August was 121.2, 
in August 1939 it was 76.8, i. e. the wholesale prices in August 
this year were 44.4 points (or 58°/o) higher than last year. The 
wholesale index price of export goods in August this year was 
120.6, as against 73.3 in August 1939; the price of advance of the 
index under this head amounts to 64.5°/o. The wholesale price 
index of imports in August was 119.6, in August 1939: 77.1, — an 
advance of 42.5 points (or 55.1%.).

It appears from this list that the advance was most consi
derable in the case of agrarian products.
CROATIA DEMANDS NATIONALIZATION OF NATIONAL 

BANK OF YUGOSLAVIA
The “Gospodarska Sloga” , the official organ of the national 

economic organization of Croatia, demands the nationalization of 
the National Bank of Yugoslavia (“Narodna Banka"), which would 
mean a further step towards the establishment of equality of 
rights throughout the country; besides, it would also be a further 
improvement in the country's financial policy. Furthermore, the 
paper protests against what it describes as an impossible state of 
affairs, namely, that the economic life of Croatia receives only 
23.61% of discounts, while the economic life of Serbia retains 
59.24%. (Obzor, Aug. 4.)
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. GELLERT MEDICINAL BATHS AND
DROPATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Radio-active thermal springs, 47° C. Firstrate hotel 
with 260 bedrooms. Special prices for full treat
ment. Effervescent swimming-pool. Medical treat
ment. Modern equipment.
Address: Szt. Gellert-ter 1., Budapest, XI. 
Telephone: 268-800.

RUDAS MEDICINAL BATHS AND HYDRO
PATHIC ESTABLISHMENT

Thermal pool and radium baths. Modern hydro
pathic establishment. Dietetic catering. Special 
inclusive terms. Indoors swimming-pool.
Address: Dobrentei-ter 9. Budapest.

SZECHENYI MEDICINAL BATHS
Sulphuric thermal water, 76° centigrade, springing 
from a depth of 1238 metres. Psychotherapy 
department with modern equipment.
Address: Varosliget Budapest.

The Hungaria, Attila and Juveutus radio
active springs in the Rudas Park. Splendid 
results in cases of kidney, stomach, intestine and 
gall troubles, high blood pressure and premature 
old age. Ask your doctor!

DRINKING CURES
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