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A  STRONG, CONTENTED 
AND HAPPY HUNGARY -  A  GENERAL 

INTEREST EUROPEAN
BY

CHARLES ARADY

The wheels of God grind slowly, but they grind 
exceeding small.” On July 10th. the German 
"  Leader and Chancellor, Herr Hitler, discussed 

matters with the Hungarian Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister in the presence of Herr von Ribbentrop, German 
Foreign Minister, and Count Ciano, Italian Foreign Minister. 
The importance of these pourparlers was decisive, — a 
boundary-stone between the period created by the Paris 
Peace Treaties and that of the Europe to be now brought 
into being.

The Treaties of Versailles, Neuilly and Trianon con
verted South-Estem Europe into a smouldering volcano. 
These treaties cut into pieces the frontiers of thousand-year- 
old States, shattered economic units and subjected peoples 
to foreign yokes, “ driving masses of human beings from the 
possession of one nation to that of another as if those human 
beings had been unreasoning animals and bartering away 
towns and villages, utteraly regardless of their past and 
their geographical and economic conditions, like an auctio
neer selling to the highest bidder articles which have lost 
their owners’ ’. These treaties incited peoples against one 
another, inoculating South-Eastern Europe with the virus of 
hatred, intolerance, terror and the passion of oppression. 
They made a “bellum omnium contra omnes" of the soul the 
dominant feeling. Infinite impoverishment and decay sprang 
from the seeds sown by the Paris Treaties of Peace; and
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the mass of unsolvable problems resulting brought about a 
series of economic crises. The whole of South-Eastern 
Europe became a powder-barrel, —  a mere match thrown 
away carelessly would have sufficed to cause an explosion 
on this danger-zone of Europe.

Only the time was uncertain; there could be no doubt 
as to the inevitability of the explosion. That explosion was 
inevitable; the relentless logic of natural and economic laws 
made it inevitable.

And the re-adjustment of this part of Europe must 
without fail first neutralise the activity of this smouldering 
volcano; the inflammable, explosive and festering matter 
that has accumulated in this undermined storm-centre of 
Europe must be removed. Hungary has at all times been of 
this opinion —  and that is why she has shown such self- 
discipline and determination and self-sacrifice, refusing to 
yield even to the most alluring enticements and the tempta
tions of the ephemeral benefits held out to her in days of 
hardship, — that is why she has waited with praeterhuman 
self-denial for a beginning to be made with the cleaning of 
the Augias stable of South-Eastern Europe. As far back as 
1938 the first step in the work of effecting the great re
adjustment restored to Hungary a part of the Highlands 
(the Upper Hungary of pre-War days); and in 1939 there 
followed as a logical consequence the restoration of Sub- 
Carpathia.

But the great work cannot be completely successful 
unless it is effected in a spirit of recognition of Hungary’s 
importance, and unless Hungary is ensured that role in 
Europe which she played so magnificently during ten cen
turies, — unless due appreciation is shown of the importance 
of Hungary referred to by writers speaking of that country 
as ‘‘the advance bulwark of defence of Europe” . And truly, 
there can be no lasting peace ensuring universal satisfac-
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tion, no tranquillity or development or prosperity in South- 
Eastern Europe unless the process of re-adjustment shows 
a due appreciation also of this importance of Hungary. Nor 
can the Hungarians for a moment doubt that this will be 
so. The only State fitted to act as the key-State of South- 
Eastern Europe is that Hungary the thousand-year past of 
which proves that her individuality and her geographical and 
economic situation makes her alone capable of playing that 
role. For to quote the clever variation of an old theme made 
by a Swiss writer — "if there were no strong, contented and 
happy Hungary, it would be in the interest of the Great 
Powers to create one!"

The Munich discussions have been followed by Ruma
nian and Bulgarian statesmen being invited to Salzburg, by 
pourparlers with Slovak statesmen and by conversations in 
Rome. These developments were received with perfect con
fidence and tranquillity by Hungarian public opinion, for it 
is fully aware that without the realisation of its legitimate 
claims and the assertion of the European role of Hungary 
there never has been and never can be real peace in the 
South-East of Europe.
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HUNGARY’S CLAIM TO THE RESTORATION 
OF TRANSYLVANIA

BY
Dr. ANDREW FALL

11. GEOPOLITICAL LAWS IN CARPATHIAN BASIN

Hungary’s geographical claim to Transylvania is just as 
strong as is her historical claim to that country. The 
Hungarian Basin —  or rather, the Basin of the 

Carpathians —  is the pivot of political equilibrium in Central 
Europe. The Basin of the Carpathians is completely encircled 
by mountains — on the West by a spur of the Eastern Alps, 
on the north-west, north, north-east, east und south-east by 
the semi-circular wreath of the Carpathians stretching right 
down to Orsova, where the Danube leaves the territory of 
Hungary, and on the south-west by the hills running NW— 
SW. of the northern part of the Balkan Peninsula. A  cursory 
glance at the orographical map of Europe enables us at once 
to establish that the Basin of the Carpathians forms a 
geographical unit of the shape of an ellipse raised into 
striking prominence by the surrounding wreath of the 
Carpathian mountains. Prior to the first Great War there 
was no other State in Europe possessing natural frontiers so 
exactly coinciding with the political frontiers as those of 
Hungary. But the aspect presented by the hydrographical 
situation in the Basin of the Carpathians also reveals the 
existence of a striking unit. The watersheds are almost 
without exception the frontier mountains of the Middle 
Danube Basin running round the country. Within the natural 
frontiers we find a well-developed, uniform system of rivers 
all gravitating towards the same centre. The waters rising in 
the outlying regions all discharge into the Danube or the 
Tisza, while the latter river too joins the Danube before that 
mighty river leaves the Hungarian Basin. This geographical 
character has at all times also determined the economic life 
and the development of the peoples living in the Basin of the
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Carpathians. The centre of that Basin is the Great 
Hungarian Plain (Lowlands), a territory possessing ex
ceptionally fertile soil which ensures the livelihood of its 
large population —  relatively dense in this area. This rich, 
abundantly productive territory forms the economic centre 
of gravity of the whole Basin. Organically connected with this 
territory are naturally the hilly and mountainous districts on 
the outskirts of the country where only mining and industry 
were able here and there to induce a density of population, 
the supply of cheap food to this part of the population being 
also the task of the Lowlands lying in the centre of the 
Basin. In return for articles of food the hilly and 
mountainous districts on the other hand supplied the 
inhabitants of the Lowlands with wood, salt, mining products 
and industrial products. From the economic point of view 
the respective products of the Lowlands and the mountainous 
regions were of a happily complementary character; and it 
was this auspicious harmony of the economic life of the 
country that rendered possible in pre-War days the 
development of a tranquil and well-to-do bourgeoisie in the 
Basin of the Carpathians. And the Peace Edict of Trianon 
broke this ideal unit into fragments.

Out of this geographically united Basin of the 
Carpathians the Trianon Peace Edict carved a slice of 
territory 103,000 square kilometres in area and allotted it 
to Rumania. The greatest crime committed by the persons 
responsible for the post-War adjustment was their defiance 
of geographical facts. This circumstance is illustrated most 
strikingly by the weakness of the geographical structure of 
the Greater Rumania formed after the Great War. This 
Greater Rumania consists of four separate pieces of territory 
neither of which is in itself a unit, —  the older Rumanian 
territory known as the "Regat” , and the areas acquired under 
the Treaties of Peace, Bukovina, Bessarabia, and the terri
tories wrested from Hungary. Old Rumania itself comprises 
two geographical units —  one being the fertile province of 
Wallachia lying between the Southern Carpathians and the 
Danube, which is watered by the rivers having their sources 
in the Southern Carpathians, and the other Moldavia, a 
province stretching from the Eastern Carpathians right down

5



DANUBIAN REVIEW

to the river Pruth. These two divergent geographical units, 
each of which has had a separate historical past of its own, 
have been welded into one solely and exclusively by the 
racial identity of their populations.

Moldovia is separated by the river Pruth from 
Bessarabia, the province wrested from Russia which stretches 
right as far as the Dniester. The province of Bessarabia is 
made inseparable from Russia by its historical past; while 
its geographical structure makes it complementary to the 
South Russian tableland. In 1910 the Rumanians living in 
Bessarabia represented altogether 47.6% of the total 
population of that province. This province has now been 
recovered by Russia, which has occupied Bukovina too. The 
latter province was allotted to Greater Rumania out of the 
territory of Austria; it has an area of 10,442 sq. kilometres 
and a population of 800,000 souls, the quotas of Ruthenians 
and Rumanians being equal, while that of persons of other 
nationality also represents roughly 30%,

The province of Dobrudja which was wrested from 
Bulgaria is separated from Rumania by the lower bend of 
the Danube. This province belongs to Bulgaria alike by virtue 
of its historical development, its geographical structure and 
its economic conditions. It was the southern part of this 
province that Rumania wrested from Bulgaria; and even 
according to the Rumanian Census of 1930 the quota of 
Rumanians living in the province was only 41.7%.

The acquisition of the territories wrested from Hungary 
completely changed the geographical structure of Rumania. 
The territories wrested from Hungary consist of three parts 
—  of historical Transylvania, of the Banate and of outlying 
districts of the Hungarian Lowlands. The territories wrested 
from Hungary are divided from Rumania on the east by 
the series of wooded chain of the Carpathians and on the 
south by a single branch of this range of mountains which, 
though only consisting of a single row of hills, shows im
posingly huge dimensions. These high mountains are for the 
most part uninhabited. The only means of crossing the 
frontier wall are the passes situated at a great height. And 
there are very few passes too. The mighty Carpathian
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mountains, therefore, instead of connecting the territory of 
the Transylvania tom from the body of Hungary by the 
peace treaties with the old Kingdom of Rumania, serve on 
the contrary as a dividing line effectually separating the two 
countries. Historical Transylvania itself is bounded by the 
Eastern Carpathians, the South-Eastern Carpathians and on 
the west by the Bihar range. The latter rises like some 
mighty, lofty island on the western fringe of the Transyl
vanian Basin; but it does not close that Basin, since it leaves 
open —  on the north and the south — two gateways leading 
to the Great Hungarian Plain (Lowlands) through the valleys 
of the rivers Szamos and Mar os. In historical Transylvania 
the centre of the territory enclosed by mountains is filled 
by a high plateaux or table-land. That historical Transyl
vania is from a geographical point of view a perfect 
complement of the Basin of the Carpathians, is shown, not 
only by the mighty watershed wall formed by the 
Carpathians, which completely separates Transylvania form 
Rumania proper, but also by the hydrographical structure 
of Transylvania; for —  apart from two streams of minor 
importance —  all the rivers of Transylvania flow down 
towards the Hungarian Lowlands and discharge into the 
Tisza. The distribution of population also shows the inter
dependence of this territory and the Carpathian Basin. The 
river valleys and the towns forming the centres of the Tran
sylvanian Basin are inhabited by Magyars. In the north-east 
and south-east we find Saxon settlements. In most areas we 
find the various nationalities living promiscuously; in the 
eastern and south-eastern parts of Transylvania, on the other 
hand, in five counties we find a compact block of Szeklers. 
Szeklerland itself embraces an area of 18,768 square kilo
metres, that being almost one-third of the total area of 
historical Transylvania (62,229 sq. kilometres). In this very 
large area in 1910 the number of inhabitants was 807,000, 
the number of Szeklers (of Magyar race) being 547,000 —
i. e. 67.8%. The number of Rumanians living in this area 
represent barely one-fourth of the total population.

In addition to historical Transylvania, the treaties of 
peace allotted to Greater Rumania also that part of the 
outlying regions of the Great Hungarian Plain which flanks
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the middle reaches of the three Kords rivers and the Szamos, 
together with a part of the Banate. This territory forms a 
broad strip of land running from north to south to the west 
of the Bihar range which is some 400 kilometres in length; 
it is entirely flat country and is complementary to the 
Hungarian Lowlands. There can be no doubt that this flat 
country is Rumania’s worst frontier. Here there is not a single 
natural factor to support the configuration of the political 
frontier; the rivers and streams all run across it at right 
angles, the only marks of the political frontier line being the 
boundary stones placed in ploughed fields. This territory is 
very thickly populated. The inhabitants of this territory 
carried on the trade between the Great Hungarian Plain and 
the mountainous regions of Transylvania. The new frontier 
however completely paralysed this trade —  a circumstance 
equally interests the inhabitants of both regions. The great 
bulk of the inhabitants of this flat country are Magyars: 
only in the southern districts —  in the so-called Banate, 
which had to be settled afrash after the destruction wrought 
by the Turkish occupation of the country — do we find a 
mixed population.

When we investigate the demographic conditions of the 
territory wrested from Hungary and allotted to Rumania, we 
find that Magyars are living in compact language blocks in 
the eastern part of Transylvania —  in Szeklerland — , the 
centre of that province and in the districts on the fringe of 
the Great Hungarian Plain. We find Saxons living in a 
compact language block in the south-eastern comer of 
Transylvania —  in the so-called “ Barcza District’’ — and 
in the east of Transylvania, in the environs of Beszterce; 
while we find Swabians living in a compact language area 
in the Banate. The Rumanians who filtered over the frontier 
from the Old Kingdom (Regat) settled first in the Alpine 
mountain regions immediately adjoining that kingdom. 
Rumanians are found living in compact masses in the south
eastern part of Transylvania —  in the Counties of Fogaras, 
Hunyad and Krasso-Szoreny —  and in the north, in the 
County of Maramaros, the other great centre of Rumanian 
immigration. But even in these counties the population is not 
purely Rumanian, the Rumanians living here too, as in the
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other areas, promiscuously with other peoples, in particular 
with Magyars, above all in the river valleys.

The numerical distribution of the nationalities does not 
however reveal the part played by the Magyars in Transyl
vania. The cultural superiority of the Magyars is reflected 
in the distribution of nationalities in the towns of Transyl
vania. The relevant figures too are evidence of the fact that 
the culture of Transylvania is Hungarian. However many 
Rumanians there may be living among the mountains, the 
figures showing the populations of the towns — the factors 
responsible for the direction of the cultural life —  reveal 
very considerable majorities of Magyars even in the 
Rumanian language areas.This state of things —  the presence 
everywhere of Magyar majorities —  even the 1930 Rumanian 
Census proved unable to disguise. We now give our readers 
the demographical statistics of the Transylvanian towns 
possessing municipal rights: —

Populations of Municipal Towns in Transylvania: Figures
showing Distribution by Nationalities in 1910 and 1930 

respectively.

T emesvar 1910 1930
total population 72,555 91,580

Magyars 28,552 32,513
Germans 31,644 30,670
Rumanians 7,566 24,088

Nagyvarad 1910 1930
total population 64,169 82,687

Magyars 58,421 55,039
Germans 1,416 1,118
Rumanians 3,604 20,914

Arad 1910 1930
total population 63,166 77,181

Magyars 46,085 41,161
Germans 4,365 4,617
Rumanians 10,279 28,537
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Kolozsvdr 1910 1930
total population 60,808 100,844

Magyars 50,704 54,776
Germans 1,676 2,702
Rumanians 7,562 34,836

Szatmarnemeti 1910 1930
total population 34,892 51,495

Magyars 33,094 30,308
Germans 629 669
Rumanians 986 13,941

Marosvdsarhely 1910 1930
total population 25,517 38,517

Magyars 22,790 25,359
Germans 606 735
Rumanians 1,717 9,493

The respective figures of the 1910 Hungarian and 1930 
Rumanian Censuses show a shifting in the poulations of 
these towns in favour of the Rumanians, a circumstance due 
to the fact that large masses of Rumanian officials from the 
Old Kingdom in the intervening period swarmed into the 
Hungarian towns of Transylvania. Yet even this immigration 
on a large scale of Rumanian officials has failed to change 
the Magyar character of these towns. And the same is true 
on the whole of the situation in all the towns of Transylvania.

Distribution of Town Populations by Languages (Mother- 
Tongues) in 1910 and 1930 respectively in the territory of 

Great Transylvania.
1 9 1 0  1 9 3 0

Mother-tongue Number
Percentage 
(°/o) of total 
population

Percentage 
Number (°/o) of total 

population

Hungarian 480,000 62.0 431,000 44.9
Rumanian 152,000 19.6 330,000 34.4
German 123,000 15.9 130,000 13.6
Others 19,000 2.5 69,000 7.1

Total 774,000 100.0 960,000 100.0
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The geographical facts therefore connect the Greater 
Transylvania wrested from Hungary and allotted to Rumania 
in every respect, seeing that the Carpathian mountain chain 
completely separates Transylvania from Greater Rumania, 
this natural dividing line making impossible also any intensive 
economo-political intercourse between the two countries, 
while in respect of demographical data the nationality 
statistics of the towns in particular prove that the Magyars 
have for over a thousand years at all periods displayed a 
cultural superiority in Greater Transylvania.

HUNGARY AN INDIVISIBLE ECONOMIC UNITE.

The Hungary of the period prior to the Great War of 
1914— 18 —  which had been welded into one unit for a 
thousand years by the postulate of geographical cohesion — 
constituted a unit economically too. The corn-growing Low
lands and the smaller flat districts were ideally 
complemented by the mountainous regions rich in minerals 
and timber. The abundance of industrial raw materials 
available in the country neutralised Hungary’s exclusively 
agrarian character and enabled her to initiate a large-scale 
policy for the promotion of industry in the outlying 
districts. As is well known, in these outlying districts 
possessing less fertile soil the inhabitants of which are poorer 
—  in those very territories alloted to foreign States by the 
Peace Edict of Trianon —  the Hungarian State very wisely 
resolved to undertake considerable investments. The amount 
spent in these regions on the building of roads, the 
establishment of factories and the foundation of cultural and 
economic institutions was considerably larger in proportion 
than those expended for similar purposes in the other parts 
of the country. This economic and cultural policy resulted 
in enabling the non-Magyar nationalities in pre-War 
Hungary to continuously grow in numbers and to increase 
their wealth and advance their culture. This healthy 
development was stopped by the Peace Edict of Trianon, 
which upset completely the economic order brought into 
being in Central and South-Eastern Europe by centuries of 
development. The new order then ensuing in Central and
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South-Eastern Europe in many respects ran counter to the 
natural interests of the peoples concerned, who in con
sequence suffered from a lack of a number of the 
indispensable conditions of economic development. The peace 
edicts cut the factories off from their natural raw materials, 
the producers from their markets; the landed proprietors 
from their labourers, — a circumstance that led to economic 
chaos. In the new States the inhabitants were compelled to 
lower their standard of cultural and economic life; and that 
led to continual discontent and dissatisfaction. This dissatis
faction was increased by the fact that in the States of the 
Danube Valley there was an unceasing conflict between the 
ruling classes and the national minorities, the latter having 
to carry on a struggle — still being fought — against the 
ruling majority to ensure the free use of their mother tongues, 
their political rights and their economic existence. This 
struggle is peculiarly intensive in the territory of the Greater 
Transylvania wrested from Hungary and allotted to 
Rumania, where the Magyars and Saxons, peoples with a 
higher standard of culture, have been subjected to the 
domination of the Rumanians, a people culturally inferior to 
them. The inseparability of Greater Transylvania and the 
Hungarian Lowlands is postulated both by historical, 
economic and cultural development and by geographical 
conditions; and it was this fact that induced the inter
dependence of a thousand years which made this united 
country a land of prosperity. This territory was on a far 
higher level than the Rumanian Kingdom proper in respect 
alike of agrarian production, of industry, of commerce and 
of cultural and religious life. The Rumanian politicians were 
fully conscious of this difference of standards; and that is 
why they initiated a determined action for the purpose of 
bringing about the economic levelling of the several provinces 
and at the same time the rumanianisation of the economic 
life. To endeavour to level the economic standard of life 
of the provinces would in itself have been perfectly judicious, 
had the factors responsible for the endeavour desired to 
attain that object by furthering the advance of those parts 
of the country whose development was backward. But in 
that manner they would not have obtained immediate results;
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and the real endeavour of the Rumanian politicians was to 
rumanianise the whole economic life of the country as 
rapidly as possible. They had to act without delay, for they 
felt that the territories possessing a higher standard of 
culture would shake off Rumanian domination; therefore it 
was declared that the economic life of the country must be 
Rumanian —  Rumanian agriculture, Rumanian commerce, 
Rumanian industry, Rumanian banking system, Rumanian 
capital, Rumanian workers in the industrial establishments 
— these were the aims, to culminate in a final, definitive and 
actual expropriation of the territories annexed to Rumania, 
together with the monopolisation of the towns, that inspired 
the Rumanian legislators and statesmen. In their anxiety to 
realise these objects the Rumanian politicians shrank from 
nothing —  not even from attemting to stop the development 
of the new provinces. Particular efforts were made to raise 
the standard of life of the provinces of Old Rumania, the 
provinces that had been newly acquired being at the same 
time neglected and their inhabitants suffer from all the 
oppressive maltreatment incidental to a hostile economic 
policy.

*
The work of economic levelling was furthered also by 

the Land Reform and the agrarian settlements. After the end 
of the Great War it became imperatively necessary that a 
radical land reform should be carried out in the territory 
of the new Rumania. The lot of the landless peasantry had 
become intolerable long before the outbreak of the Great 
War in the territory of the old Kingdom of Rumania. There 
could therefore not be any objection whatsoever to a judicious 
and just land reform scheme. But what interested the 
Rumanian politicians was not so much the lot of the 
Rumanian peasantry as the nationalist question; the land 
had to be taken from the Magyars and the other non- 
Rumanian nationals, that being the only way in which they 
could serve the selfish and exaggerated nationalist objects. 
This statement is borne out fully by the manner in which 
the Rumanian Land Reform was carried into effect. In 
Transylvania, for instance, a far larger proportion of the 
land suitable for agrarian cultivation was expropriated than
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in Old Rumania (Regat), though the number and size of the 
latifundia was relatively greater in the latter country than 
in the territory of T ransylvania. In T ransylvania the 
proportion of sound and viable medium-sized estates was a 
very favourable one; and in connection with the ratio of the 
area of latifundia it must not be forgotten that 52.8% of the 
whole area of the province consists of pasture-lands, 
meadows and forests, whereas in Rumania proper the ratio 
of territories of this character —  which are for the most part 
managed jointly —  is only 27.1%. And yet in the course 
of the Land Reform Transylvania received the harshest treat
ment. For the ratio of expropriation was highest in 
Bessarabia and Transylvania. Whereas the area of land 
expropriated in Old Rumania amounted altogether to 
2.776,402 hectors —  that being 37.96% of the total area of 
land suitable for agrarian cultivation — , the quota of land 
expropriated in Transylvania was 44.53% —  1.663,809 
hectares.

In conformity whit this differentiation of treatment there 
was naturally a considerable divergence in respect also of 
the distribution of land after the completion of the Land 
Reform in Old Rumania and the less favoured province of 
Transylvania respectively. The quota of estates exceeding 
50 hectares in area left after the Land Reform in the territory 
of Old Rumania was 23.7%, that left in Transylvania only 
17.6%. The reason for this differentiation was that in 
Transylvania the latifundia were mostly in the hands of 
owners of Magyar nationality, who had to be ruined 
and their land transferred to Rumanian possession. And 
those responsible actually succeeded in realising their scheme; 
for in Transylvania the proportion of Rumanians receiving 
land was 73.4%, though, according to the 1930 Rumanian 
Census, they represent only 57.6% of the population of that 
province. On the other hand, however, only 16.26% of the 
Magyars of Transylvania were allotted land, the bulk even 
of these successful Magyar claimants being given lots less 
than 1 hectare in area.

The anti-Magyar character of the Rumanian agrarian 
reform becomes still more evident when we remember that 
the actual value of the amounts paid in lieu of compensation
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for the land expropriated in Transylvania do not represent 
even 0.015% of the real pre-War value of the land thus 
sequestered. A  circumstance illustrating the differentiation 
in respect of treatment as between the several provinces is 
that according to a report of the Bratianu Government the 
value of the bonds placed at the disposal of landowners 
subjected to expropriation in lieu of purchase price down to 
1926 was 4,634.579,957 lei, whereas the amount represented 
by the bonds allotted in Transylvania during the same period 
was only 38.840,535 lei. This means, taking the average, that 
down to the point of time in question bonds of the value of 
1670 lei had been paid for each hectare of land expropriated 
in Old Rumania (Regat), whereas the average price paid 
down to that date for each hectare of land expropriated in 
Transylvania was only 23 lei (i. e. bonds of the nominal 
value of 23 lei).

Another economico-political action taken by Greater 
Rumania of just as eminent importance as the agrarian 
reform, was the system of settlements. Apart from the Lower 
Danube reaches Rumania does not possess any frontier region 
not inhabited by considerable blocks of non-Rumanian 
nationalities, who indeed in many places actually form a 
majority. Using the specious slogan of “ frontier defence". 
the Rumanians endeavoured to break up these blocks — an 
endeavour most easily realisable by sequestering the lands 
of the minorities living in these frontier areas. It was 
considerations of the kind that gave origin to the Settlement 
Act of 1930, which established an autonomous Settlement 
Office to carry the new measures into effect. In the Preamble 
to the 1937/38 Rumanian Estimates the number of families 
to be settled in this way was estimated at 36— 40,000, the 
number of children allowable per family being fixed by the 
Minister of Agriculture at 2— 6. That means that the number 
of persons so far benefiting by the settlement action may be 
calculated at roughly 200,000.

By means of the agrarian reform and the Settlement Act 
the Magyars of Transylvania were deprived of their land, 
many Magyar families being thereby made homeless. It is 
doubtful however whether these measures have really 
benefited the Rumanian people? From an economic point of
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view the action certainly did not involve any advantages; 
for Rumanian families entirely unfamiliar with the secrets 
of agrarian cultivation have been settled in districts inhabited 
by minorities possessing eminent agrarian capacity. The 
Rumanian authorities were unscrupulous enough to sub
ordinate every other consideration to the postulates of 
nationalism, not taking any measures to provide that the 
Rumanians benefiting by the land distribution and enjoying 
the advantages ensured settlers should be given the support 
indispensably necessary to enable them to put their farms in 
working order. Large numbers of Rumanian settler families 
have remained without a roof over their heads, having 
preserved their character of semi-nomadic people and 
disposed of their assets in order to secure a subsistence — 
ending by losing houses and live stock and agricultural 
equipment and then lapsing into the lowest state of all, that 
of agricultural servants and herdsmen in the employ of 
members of autochthonous minorities. Many settler families 
have been reduced to a state of extreme destitution and 
want. We see, then, that the Land Reform and the Settlement 
Act have not benefited either of the peoples of Greater 
Transylvania — profiting neither Magyars nor Rumanians 
nor Saxons; while on the other hand they have created a
state of utter chaos in the economic life of Transylvania.

*

The Rumanian regime in Greater Transylvania has also 
brought industrial development to a standstill. During the 
days when that province was under Hungarian rule Greater 
Transylvania was very highly developed industrially too. In 
the pre-War period the industry of Transylvania showed a 
rapid advance —  an advance furthered by the utilisation of 
the source of energy —  natural gas —  discovered in the 
Transylvanian Basin just before the outbreak of the Great 
War. In addition the Hungarian Government elaborated far- 
reaching schemes for the utilisation for industrial purposes 
of the water power available. The change of rule checked 
this development. The greatest obstacle to the industrial 
development of Transylvania was that it had for its products 
no inland market capable of considerable absorption and 
showing a highly developed taste. The standard of life of
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the agrarian classes of the provinces of Old Rumania was far 
below that of the population of the Great Hungarian Low
lands. Another obstacle hindering the development of Tran
sylvanian industry was that after separation from Hungary 
it was left without capital. But nationalistic moments also 
contributed to check the commercial and industrial develop
ment of Transylvania. The nationalisation of all commercial 
and industrial undertakings was ordained as early as 1922. 
It was then that a Special Economic Comittee attached to 
the Rumanian Ministry for Industry was established, the 
work of this Committee being to supervise and submit an 
opinion relating to every new undertaking established, every 
increase of capital and every change of seat of operations. 
It was on the basis of the opinion of this Committee that the 
Ministry issued permits of operation. The stipulations 
formulated by this Committee were the following:— three- 
fourths of the Boards of Directors and Auditors of the 
undertakings must be Rumanians; two-thirds of the shares 
were to be allotted to Rumanians. We see, then, that very 
shortly after the establishment of Greater Rumania the 
Rumanian Government had already full and separate records, 
not only of the foreign capital playing a role in the economic 
life of the country, but also of the capital owned by the 
minorities living in Rumania. Rumanian greed and excessive 
nationalism, however, carried the Rumanian authorities even 
farther; not content with their control of the economic life of 
the minorities, they endeavoured to bring about the complete 
ruin of those minorities. It was Alexander Vajda-Voivoda, 
the ontetime folk-tribune of the Rumanians of Hungary, that 
when he was in office as Prime Minister of Rumania initiated 
the open campaign against the minorities living in Rumania 
carried on for the purpose of ruining them economically. 
Early in August, 1933, he addressed a confidential circular 
ordinance to the private undertakings demanding that those 
undertakings should employ persons belonging to non- 
Rumanian minorities only in proportions corresponding to 
the quota of population of the respective minority. No 
measure was taken by the Premier to determine the method 
of ascertaining the respective proportions. In carrying out 
the ordinance the subordinate applied the ratios of population
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calculated for the country as a whole, not taking any account 
of the fact that in certain counties the quota of Magyars 
represented 60—90% of the total population of the county 
in question. Vajda’s action was fully endorsed also by the 
ultra-nationalist Rumanian Press. And the agitation did 
produce the desired results; for on July 16th, 1934, there 
was promulgated a Law in terms of which 80% of the 
workers and officials employed by private undertakings and 
30% of the Boards of Directors and Auditors were to be 
persons of Rumanian nationality. The Law was put into force 
with draconian severity; nothing was gained by the movement 
initiated by the Saxons of Transylvania or by the formidable 
mass-demonstrations at Nagyszeben, Segesvar, Beszterce, 
Szaszsebes and Szaszvar which protested against the 
measures threatening with extinction the German people of 
Rumania.

Equally serious are the losses that have ben inflicted 
on the inhabitants of the new territories by the one-sided 
financial and credit policy of the Rumanian Government. 
which has striven solely and exclusively to develop the Old- 
Kingdom (Regat). The deterioration of the level of 
agriculture in Transylvania, the impending of the development 
of cattle breeding and mining and the ignoring of the interests 
of the industrial undertakings, were accompanied by a com
mercial and customs policy directed exclusively from the 
point of view of the Regat and for the furtherance of its 
interests. The banks and other economic undertakings of the 
new provinces —  in particular those of a minority character 
— received barely any support either from the State or from 
the National Bank. Yet enormous importance attaches to 
support from those sources; for in Rumania, a country short 
of capital in which rates of interest of 25— 30% and not 
infrequently of actually 40% were demanded in private 
dealings, the official discount rate of roughly 6% and the 
re-discount credit granted by the National Bank on these 
terms meant a veritable godsend to those who were allowed 
to avail themselves of them. The minority banking institutes 
in the new provinces were granted only a very small share 
of this national gift. Equally unfavourable was the treatment 
meted out to the co-operative societies of the new provinces
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too in connection with the distribution of State credits. In 
1930, for instance, the Rumanian co-operative societies in 
Transylvania received State credits of a total amount of 156 
million lei, whereas the Magyar (Hungarian) societies were 
not granted a single leu under this head.

The most serious burden imposed upon the minorities 
was that involved in the Rumanian taxation policy. The 
minorities were left entirely at the mercy of the Rumanian 
authorities responsible for the assessment and exaction of 
taxes, whose procedure was characterised by arbitrary 
irresponsibility. As far back as 1921 Titulescu — then 
Minister of Finance —  drafted and made Parliament vote 
a Law for the unification of the divergent systems of taxation 
in the Preamble of which the Minister himself pointed out 
that according to the conditions then in force a merchant 
living in the Regat had to pay 1526 lei tax on an income of
31,000 lei, whereas a Transylvanian merchant earning the 
same income had to pay 8461 lei. In Transylvania the older 
categories of taxes were supplemented by the introduction 
of the categories of taxes in force in the Regat ( Old 
Rumania), though nothing of the kind was done in the Regat, 
no categories of taxes in force in Transylvania being 
introduced in Old Rumania. The scale of taxation was also 
higher in the new provinces. The Rumanians of Transylvania 
themselves protested against this part of the country being 
treated as a colony and established the fact that 70% of 
the total expenditure of the State was paid by Transylvania 
in the form of direct and indirect taxes.

Even more striking is the differentiation made as be
tween nationalities. In 1926, for instance, the quota of 
agrarian taxes falling to the share of each inhabitant of the 
villages in the purely Magyar County of Csik was 179 lei, 
that quota being in the similarly pure Magyar County of 
Haromszek 176 lei. In the predominantly Rumanian County 
of Maramaros, on the other hand, the quota per head paid 
by the village inhabitants under the head of agrarian taxes 
was only 35 lei. We find the same inequality of treatment 
also in connection with the assessment of the taxes payable 
by the industrial undertakings and by members of the the 
liberal professions. In the County of Csik —  a county
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inhabited exclusively by Magyars —  the quota of taxes 
falling to the share of each inhabitant in 1928 was 1600 lei, 
while that quota was only 675 lei in the Country of Gorj 
and only 310 lei in the County of Valcea in the Re gat ( Old 
Rumania).

There are also special categories of taxes which are for 
the most part or even exclusively exacted only from the 
minority inhabitants. Thus in terms of Point 24. of the Tax 
Act (No. 3248) of 1923 the counties and towns are entitled 
to impose a tax on business signs —  the tax on signs written 
in Rumanian not to exceed 500 and that on signs written in 
foreign languages not to exceed 8000 lei. Ordinance No. 
291,889 ex 1935 of the Ministry for Commerce imposes a 
special impost of 12% (super-tax) on undertakings keeping 
their books in a non-Rumanian language.

In their commercial and communications policy too the 
Rumanian Governments have always shown special 
consideration for the interests of Old Rumania. The commer
cial and customs treaties made by them always serve 
primarily the purpose of securing the products of the Regat 
advantageous marketing possibilities or protection and take 
less account of the requirements of the new provinces. This 
selfish policy has proved a source of trouble to the collieries 
and salt mines of Transylvania and has ruined the wood 
industry of Szeklerland. The wood industry was an extremely 
important source of revenue in particular for the Magyar 
inhabitants of the Szekler counties, it being quite impossible 
to live in the wooded and hilly Carpathian regions exclusively 
on agriculture and cattlebreeding. As a consequence of the 
injudicious foreign trade policy of Rumania and above all 
of her policy of isolation in dealings with Hungary there has 
been a decline in the Rumanian wood exports. This set-back 
has paralysed the wood industry and placed tens of 
thousands of Magyar families in a difficult situation.

The recovery of commerce has been impeded also by 
the circumstance that Transylvania is separated from Old 
Rumania by high mountains, which are an obstacle to the 
development of traffic.

The policy of economic levelling pursued by Greater 
Rumania has therefore merely succeeded in checking the
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economic development of Transylvania and the other 
provinces allotted to that country by the peace treaties, while
—  as a consequence of the well-known corruption prevailing 
in Greater Rumania —  it has not succeeded in raising the 
standard of life of the Rumanian peasantry. The population 
of Transylvania —  Rumanians, Magyars and Germans alike
— have been reduced to a very critical situation both 
economically and culturally; and this crisis has become more 
and more grave every year of the Rumanian regime of two 
decades. The leaders of the Rumanians of Transylvania 
themselves have repeatedly protested energetically during 
the last twenty years against the selfish and corrupt policy of 
the Old Kingdom; while the whole of Europe has echoed 
continuously with complaints of the economic, cultural and 
political oppression and persecution of the Magyars and 
Germans of Greater Transylvania. Hungary’s endeavours 
were concentrated on enhancing the economic welfare of the 
inhabitants of Greater Transylvania, those of Greater 
Rumania being on the other hand concentrated on exploiting 
that province. Hungary built roads, furthered the develop
ment of industry and commerce, created an agrarian culture 
and enabled all the nations living in Greater Transylvania to 
accumulate wealth; whereas Greater Rumania on the other 
hand, during its rule of twenty years, has checked sound 
economic development and plunged the population into 
destitution and misery. The twenty years of Rumanian rule 
have therefore served to prove that Greater Transylvania is 
inseparable from Hungary, not only historically and geo
graphically, but economically too.
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THE ST. STEPHEN CONCEPTION OF 
HUNGARY AS A  STATE

BY
LOUIS JOCSIK

From the Slovak newspapers and magazines it may be 
gathered that the work of political historiography in 
Slovakia is no light one. Every section of public opi

nion in that young State deeply feels the lack of traditions. 
When the Slovak regards the neighbouring countries, he is 
overawed and conscious of a certain sense of inferiority, for 
his own young State is surrounded by political States all of 
which are several hundred, or even a thousand, years old. 
What policy is Slovakia to adopt about this situation? If 
the youthful State has no traditions, no historical justifica
tion, then such must be fabricated. Thus it was that the 
Slovaks conceived the idea of creating the theory of Swa- 
topluk’s Crown, without, however, having any historical 
justification or support for it. To the greater joy of Slovak 
politicians, the advantage of that theory is that it apparently 
neutralizes the practical significance of St. Stephen's Crown 
both in past history and in the present day. A very sorry 
attempt was made by two theoretic Slovak politicians, Pal- 
kovics and Csulen, to create historical foundations in support 
of the theory of Swatopluk's Crown. As a constitutional 
reality and as political administration in practice, the Crown 
of St. Stephen is a historical fact, but Palkovics and Csulen 
rely for proof of their theory of Swatopluk's Crown on the 
circumstance that the romantic Slovaks of the eighteenth 
century “also believed in it".

It would really not be difficult to enumerate the aspects 
and events in Hungary’s history which prove that what with 
St. Stephen was merely his views on administration took 
material shape in Central Europe and became the standard 
of rule for a thousand years. In his exhortations to his son 
St. Stephen said: — “A country with only one language is 
weak and easily broken.’ ’ The practical, or administrative,
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meaning of that warning was that the same methods of 
government must be applied to all the peoples living in the 
Realm of St. Stephen. And it is only if the Hungarian State 
has actually taken the claims of all the peoples within the 
Realm into consideration for the past ten centuries, and has 
ruled them all with the same methods of government, that 
we have the right to say that St. Stephen s conception of 
the State has been in force here for a thousand years. In 
this respect we have nothing to fear from historical investi
gation.

In the first place, here in Hungary a vigorous develop
ment of separate administrative units and of the Estates 
set in towards the end of the Middle Ages. These units, in 
point of fact, enforced St. Stephen's ideas in the sphere of 
administration, often at the expense of the Magyar ele
ments. As regards the units represented by the Estates of 
the Realm, it should be mentioned that they often acquired 
so much weight that not only the central Royal power, but 
even the Magyar people suffered in consequence. In the 
north of Hungary where the inhabitants were Slavs, they 
often opposed the central power as though they were petty 
kings themselves. Take, for instance, Mathe Csak, whom the 
Slovaks are so fond of calling Matus Csak, and whom they 
regard as a national hero. The great power to which this 
oligarch rose made it possible for him to prevent the centra
lization of Hungarian rule to any appropriate extent. The 
central Hungarian administration set no limits to non-na
tional aspirations, which it tolerated and made possible. The 
same was true of the administrative units. St. Stephen had 
divided the country into counties, and all these counties 
were autonomous units. Their own domestic affairs were 
managed by autonomous bodies elected by themselves. In 
the nationality counties the nationalities played the leading 
role. Had the Hungarian administration not been decen
tralized by the county system for a whole thousand years, 
had the country been administered in a centralistic fashion, 
there could have been no question of an independent Slo
vakia. It was just the circumstance that the Slovaks were 
able to seize the reins of administration in the northern 
counties that ensured their racial and national development.
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At the time when the middle classes were in process of 
development the reproach that an attempt was being made 
to absorb the Slovaks was levelled against the Hungarian 
administration by clamorous Slovak theoretic politicians. The 
actual fact, however, was that during that period the number 
of Slovaks increased greatly. In point of fact, the curious 
situation arose that the Slovaks themselves assimilated people 
of other race, as for instance, the Germans of the Szepes 
region. If we agree that only a race with a higher level of 
civilization is able to assimilate others, then we may safely 
say that the Hungarian administration made it possible for 
the Slovaks to attain that higher level. Nine hundred years 
after St. Stephen had postulated his theory of government 
the Hungarian administration, in the latter half of the 
nineteenth century, established over a thousand factories in 
the Slovak areas, spent several millions on their equipment 
and bought the goods they produced.

We find the same astonishing state of affairs if we 
examine the lives of the rest of the nationalities in pre-war 
Hungary. It was a well-known fact, for instance, that the 
Saxons of Transylvania constituted a State within the 
State. The privileges granted to them by the first kings of 
Hungary and confirmed by each succeeding king ensured 
them a special position in economic and cultural life. They 
practically formed a separate community, known in political 
literature and history as the “ u n iv e r s i t a s  s a x o r u m ”  This, 
too, was a realization of St. Stephen’s idea of the political 
State. To their constitutional privileges the Saxons added a 
whole series of economic ones. The Saxon towns in Tran
sylvania had staple rights over all commodities, which means 
that they were the first to benefit by all commercial traffic. 
It was thanks to this, for instance, that they were able to 
preserve their cultural and economic superiority over the 
new conquerors, the Rumanians, after the world war. A 
proof of the benevolent idealism of S t .  S t e p h e n ’s  conception 
of administration so far as the progress of the nationalities 
was concerned is afforded by the fact that the Rumanians of 
Transylvania were able to reach a much higher level of 
culture than the Rumanians in the Kingdom of Rumania 
(the Regat). It was Hungarian kings and princes who had
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the first books printed in Rumanian. Transylvania was the 
home of liberty and equality. Here it was that, ahead of 
every other country in the world, religious freedom was 
proclaimed in the sixteenth century. Kolozsvar was the seat 
of the princes at whose proud courts the Saxon settlers were 
welcomed with the same kindly goodwill as was shown to 
the Rumanians filtering in from the mountainous regions in 
the east. In 1544 a Catechism in the Rumanian tongue was 
printed at Szeben, and in 1559 the sheriff of Brasso, 
one John Benker, introduced Luther's Catechism into the 
local Orthodox Rumanian church and also set up a printing- 
press where, under the direction of a student from Tergo- 
vistje named Coresi, the publishing of books in Rumanian 
was begun. It was in this printing-office that in 1561 the 
Gospels were first printed in Rumanian, thanks to the 
generosity of a noble-minded Hungarian, Nicholaus Forro. 
In 1562 the Acts of the Apostles, in 1571 the Psalms were 
translated into Rumanian. Nor was that all. In 1581 Luke 
Hirscher, the sheriff of Brasso, had Coresi published the 
Gospels in Rumanian with a commentary. That same year 
and the year following Michael Torday published in Szasz- 
varos the “Palia", the first and for a long time the only 
Rumanian translation of the entire Bible. The expense of 
printing was borne by a Hungarian gentleman, Francis 
Geszti, Captain of Deva. The translation was done by Ru
manian priests from Gaspar Heltai’s Hungarian text, and 
where the Rumanian language proved inadequate Heltai’s 
Hungarian words and expressions were adopted. It would 
be eassy to quote innumerable instances of a similar nature. 
The Princes of Transylvania provided institutions for the 
advancement of Rumanian culture. In 1754, for instance, 
Peter Aron, a Rumanian bishop, was able to establish a 
seminary and a college that had the rank of a university at 
Balazsfalva. There also was built later on a large Rumanian 
cathedral, the interior decorations of which were executed 
in the Rumanian national colours and remained undisturbed 
all the time the place was under Hungarian rule. To sum 
up, we may say that the Magyar minority in Transylvania 
would think they were in Paradise if their lot was anything 
like what that of the Rumanians was under Hungarian rule.
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Now let us turn to the Southern Slavs and examine 
the possibilities ensured to them by the liberal conception 
of the political State advocated by St. Stephen. We are in 
the fortunate position of being able to let one of themselves 
speak for us. In an essay praising the Voivodina written in 
1923 by Stanoye Stanoyevitch, a Serb professor of history 
in Belgrade University, the author says: —

"The Voivodina was the cradle of modern Serb enligh
tenment and culture. The Serb people of the Voivodina, 
who had been released from the yoke of the Turks, lived 
under more favourable circumstances and were better able 
to develop their economic and cultural life. Already in the 
eighteenth century the first Serb elementary schools, the first 
Serb teacher’s training college, the first Serb theological 
college and the first secondary school at Karlovitz were 
opened in the Voivodina. But even much earlier than that 
the first beginnings of Serb literature and science made their 
appearance there. About the beginning of the eighteenth cen
tury, George Brankovitch wrote a history of the Serb people. 
In the course of the eighteenth century, Serb literary produc
tion began to grow and expand more and more in the Voivo
dina. By that time Serb writers had begun the task of popu
larizing science. Serb national literature was revolutionized 
by Obradovitch Dositei, a native of the Voivodina. He it was 
who made the language of the common people the language 
of literature and science. He was the first to justify Serb 
nationalism. From the Voivodina came the authors of Serb 
orthography, the reformers of the Serb language. In the 
Voivodina lived the collectors of popular art and the greatest 
representative of modern Serb literature, Vuk Karadjitch. 
In 1826 the Serbs of the Voivodina formed the first Serb 
literary society, the Matica." —  We might continue to 
quote M. Stanoyevitch on the subject not only of literature, 
but also of science and even music, but space does not 
permit us to give his article in full. Here we shall merely 
cite his concluding words: —  “ It was in the Voivodina, 
then, that the whole of modem Serb culture, education and 
civilization had its birth. There were laid the foundations 
of the first Serb school and printing-press, there were esta
blished Serb science, literature and art with all their ramifi
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cations, and for many years, till the end of the twentieth 
century, we shall proudly point to Ujvidek as the Serb 
Athens.”

Jovan Skerlitch arrives at the same conclusions in his 
“ History of Serb Literature” . From the wealth of data with 
which he supports his statements we shall mention only the 
fact that for a long time Buda was the centre of Serb cul
tural development. Its role was then taken over by Ujvidek 
and it was only later that the movement spread to Bel
grade. Ujvidek, however, still continues to play a leading 
role.

These facts are not recognized by hot-headed Slovak 
nationalists, although one would expect that the sober-minded 
scholar of the kindred Slav nation should be able to convince 
them of the real meaning of St. Stephen's political ideas. 
And yet their attitude is not incomprehensible. Behind 
Csulen’s and Palkovics’s articles great facts are present 
which throw light on the tragic opportuneness of St. Stephen's 
political ideas. In twenty years Czecho-Slovakia was not 
able to draw the areas wrested from Hungary into her own 
field of economic gravitation. Despite the Trianon frontiers, 
the Slovakia of the Czech era lived almost wholly on Hun
gary. Today this is truer than ever. Slovakia lacks food
stuffs, because the Magyar areas of production have returned 
to the mother-country. Hungary produces large quantities 
of the raw materials needed by Slovak industry. Of late 
Rumania and Yugoslavia have practically ceased to export 
foodstuffs. This led to what amounted to a state of panic 
in Slovakia and prices soared rapidly. In this desperate 
situation a Slovak commercial delegation was hastily 
despatched to Budapest to ask the Hungarian Government 
for an advance on the quota of foodstuffs due next year. 
They received more than 20 wagon-loads of pulse, peas and 
beans. Every now and then proof is forthcoming that the 
areas formerly belonging to the Kingdom of Hungary are eco
nomically complementary. They were an economic unit, 
bound together by the liberty of the St. Stephen concept. In 
Slovakia, if I may be allowed to use a trivial expression, 
the rumbling of empty stomachs is a warning that matters 
will have to be settled with her southern neighbour. This is
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why Slovakia does not like the St. Stephen conception. This 
is why such grotesquely contradictory phenomena are ap
parent in the newspapers, where the same issue contains a 
report that Hungary has granted an advance on next year's 
quota and also a violent diatribe against the St. Stephen 
idea. But it takes demi-gods to deny or alter the logic of 
facts and the laws of a thousand years of evolution. And 
there are no demi-gods in Slovakia.
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HUNGARY AND THE GREEN CROSS
BY

BARBARA JENDRASSIK D. M.

Few, very few, people are aware of the superhuman 
efforts made by the Hungarian nation, humiliated and 
dismembered by Trianon, to set the country on its feet

again
Using the emblem of the “ Green Cross” the General 

Institute of Public Health has undertaken the work of deve
loping health services throughout the country. Its primary 
task is to provide for the hygienic welfare of the villages. 
Among the many branches of this activity special mention 
will be made here of the work being done by doctors and 
district nurses. The Institute has organized courses lasting 
several months for medical officers and district health offi
cers, who are here given the opportunity to learn the latest 
scientific methods of promoting public health, and who 
receive a general training which they can make good use of 
in practice. Thus trained, they systematically devote their 
attention to the social problems of village life and strive to 
raise the level of public health in the country districts 
(they study the dangers to health latent in the various 
branches of agricultural labour and try to minimize them — 
partly by suggesting better methods of performing the work). 
Since 1936 an Act of Parliament has stipulated that only 
doctors who have attended these courses at the General 
Institute of Public Health and have passed an examination 
there, may be appointed as parish doctors or district health 
officers, or allowed to retain such appointments previously 
granted. In 1938 the Government created 206 new posts for 
parish doctors. In the present area of Dismembered Hun
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gary there are in all 1198 parish doctors and district health 
officers. This means that there is one doctor to every 2540 
village inhabitants, and that there is no village in the coun
try that is not visited once a week at least by the district 
health officer. Here we must note that great progress has 
been made since Trianon in respect of hospital accomoda
tion: before the Great War there were 183 hospitals in Hun
gary with 23.451 beds; since that time the number of beds 
has been almost doubled. In hospital development there has 
been greater progress than in Rumania, in former Czecho
slovakia or even in Poland.

Much self-sacrificing work to protect public health in 
village districts is being done by the district nurses. Their 
work complements that of the parish doctors and district 
health officers, whose assistants they are. They take an in
terest in the lives of the families living in their districts, 
sympathize with them in their troubles, keep track of their 
social problems and seek to find an appropriate solution for 
them. In a word: they perform tasks for which the doctor 
has neither time nor means at his disposal. This is the social 
side of their work; but naturally their chief duties are health 
services. They assist the doctors at medical consultations 
held regularly, visit the sick, give women with child useful 
advice and instruction, tend little babies, and in general 
strive to train the villagers to lead more rational and 
hygienic lives.

Since the 'twenties these district nurses have been 
labouring to promote the development of a more healthy 
and vigorous generation of Hungarian peasants. The first 
steps were tentative and were taken at long intervals. In 
the summer of 1939 there were only 300 district nurses in 
the country. Since then, however, progress has been more 
rapid, for the institutes training district nurses are now able 
to turn out about 100 certificated Green Cross Sisters an
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nually, and that renders possible the establishment of a 
similar number of Public Health circuits. And in the future 
this number may be expected to increase.

The district nurse performs her tasks partly at the 
so-called “ Health House", partly at the homes of her 
patients. Those Health Houses contain a consulting-room, a 
waiting-room, bathrooms and shower-baths, and the nurse's 
apartment. In larger villages there is a special consulting- 
room for tuberculotics, with premises for rontgen and pneu- 
mothoratic treatment. Many of the richer villages have them
selves paid for the erection of these Health Houses, or have 
had some available building reconstructed to meet the above 
requirements. The Village Social Foundation created a few 
years ago has been of great help to the poorer villages, 
for it appropriated two million pengo for the establishment 
of Health Houses. To these houses the people of the villages 
come at regular intervals for medical advice; the school- 
children come in groups to take shower-baths under the 
supervision of the district nurse, and grown-ups may avail 
themselves of the bathrooms for a few pence, which help to 
pay the cost of the children's free shower-baths. The district 
nurse has a card-index of all the families belonging to her 
circuit, with a careful record of their needs, and when ne
cessary she makes suggestions to her superiors re the gran- 
ing of material aid to the poor.

To sum up: the duties of the district nurse may be 
grouped in five main categories. 1. Care of mothers and 
infants, 2. school hygiene, 3. the fight against venereal 
diseases and tuberculosis, 4. the organization of sick-nursing 
in the homes of the poor, 5. social welfare work.

In the introductory part of this article mention was made 
of the high importance in the provinces of the care of pros
pective mothers and of babies for there the birth-rate is 
highest and provision for mothers and children of the po-
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crest. Care is taken of women with child from the first 
medical examination on. If they are ill, prospective mothers 
receive treatment. If, for instance, a pregnant woman is 
found to be syphilitic, treatment is begun during the third 
or fourth month, and in most cases the baby escapes being 
infected by this dread disease. The district nurse also 
teaches mothers how to live during pregnancy, sees that they 
follow out the doctor's instructions, and gives them good 
advice as to how to nurse and bring up their children. How 
thorough this work is, may be seen from the fact that, ac
cording to statistics, the district nurse visits all the babies 
in her circuit at least 7 or 8 times a year and has them 
brought as many times to the consulting-room in the Health 
House. With extensive and model work of this description 
it has been possible to considerably reduce the rate of infant 
mortality since 1920. In 1937 the death-rate of infants was 
only 133.5 per 1000 as compared with 175 in Rumania in 
the same year.

The fight against tuberculosis is a difficult problem. It 
is also considerably more expensive than the care of mothers 
and babies, but although there is still much to be desired in 
connection with this problem, the results already achieved 
are not to be disparaged, for the rate of sufferers from this 
discare has been reduced from 400 in every 100.000 inhabi
tants —  the proportion at the beginning of the century — 
to 149, The establishment of dispensaries for tuberculotic 
patients involves considerable expenditure, yet their number 
increased from 25 to 78 between the Great War and 1938, 
and now we hope that in a few years the capital town of 
every political district will have a dispensary. In smaller 
villages consumptives are treated by the health services with 
their cheaper and simpler equipment, these services thus 
attempting provisionally to supply deficiencies.

Green Cross district nurses also supervise the health of
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school-children. They take care that the schoolrooms should 
be well ventilated, well-lit and healthy. They teach the 
children to keep themselves clean, distribute free milk to 
them, and accustom them to taking shower-baths at the 
Health Houses. It was the Green Cross that introduced the 
system of visiting dentists.

In prophylactic hygiene — which is of incalculable im
portance for the development of a healthier generation — 
an important role, besides that of the social welfare and 
enlightening work of the district nurses, is that played by 
lectures on matters of health. Numerous lectures of this kind 
are arranged annually by the Green Cross, especially for 
school-children, and by means of visiting exhibitions much 
is being done to arouse the interest of the people in ques
tions of modem hygiene.

Green Cross cookery classes for country people also 
come under the category of preventive hygiene. Certificated 
dieticians teach the peasant women and girls how to cook 
simple, cheap, but nourishing food.
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RECENT EVENTS IN RUMANIA’S 
HOME AND FOREIGN POLICY

BY

LADISLAS FRITZ
The fact that Rumania has obeyed the ultimatum presented 

Ey Russia on June 28th without protest and allowed the Soviet 
to seize Bessarabia and Northern Bucovina without the least sign

■ of resistance, means in fact the end of Rumanian’s territorial
■ integrity. This, again, is a most important factor in respect of the 
claims of Hungary and Bulgaria for revision. The public opinion 
of Rumania, too, has been greatly disillusioned by the loss of 
Bessarabia and Northern Bucowina, as it has now become evident 
that the great sacrifices were brought in vain, because neither 
these nor the present regime will be able to guarantee Rumania's 
peace and security.

Discontent against the present regime was also increased by 
the introduction of the new totalitarian system. The first towards 
this development was the king's wireless address on June 22nd. 
in which he declared that the Front of National Renaissance is 
to replaced by a new monopolistic party: the National Party. A 
legal decree prohibits every form of propaganda against the new 
organization and heavy punishment is to be inflicted on all those 
who dare to express the opinion that the new party does not 
serve the interests of the nation. The two most important national 
minorities of Rumania: the Hungarians and the Germans have 
decided — after an agreement with the National Party — to join 
the new party at a later date. Experiments to secure the collabora
tion of M. Maniu's followers and the Iron Guard with the 
present regime have failed. M. Maniu and his men — it seems — 
believe that only possible solution for Rumania is to accept the 
support of the Soviet. M. Maniu, formerly Premier of Rumania, 
submitted a memorandum in the Foreign Affairs Committee of 
Parliament, in which he passes a sharp criticism against the 
wavering foreign policy of Rumania in recent years which was 
never able to follow a straight course. On the other hand, the 
major part of the Iron Guard is not prepared to collaborate 
with the present regime and declare that the Iron Guardist 
members of M. Gigurtus cabinet are not the lawful representatives 
of the Guard; they demand the absolute dictatorship of the Iron 
Guard. This iniquity between the Guard and the regime has — 
among other things — led to the resignation of M. Horia Sima 
only five days after his appointment to Minister of Education 
in the new cabinet. M. Sima, it will remembered, was the virtual
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head of the Iron Guard after the execution of Zelea Codreanu;

him. The increased activity also accounts — among other things 
— for the arrest of General Antonescu.

The position of M. Ion Gigurtu's new extreme right

formed after the resignation of M. Tatarescu on July 4th, is 
far from being stable. Herr Hans Otto Roth, who was appointed 
Minister of Minorities in the new

receive sufficient power with his off:

were signs to the effect that a “left cauinei wouiu oe lurmeu. 
For this purpose M. Argetoianu, then Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
arranged a meeting of Bucharest of the leaders of the Social 
Democrates. Among others, he invited M. Otto Roth, a sollicitor 
in Temesvar (Timisoara), who was formerly Government 
Commisioner of the "left" regime of Count Mihaly Karolyi after 
the Great War. M. Gafencu's appointment to Rumanian Minister 
in Moscow also shows that Rumania’s attitude towards the Axis 
Powers is far from being sincere.

The continuing aggravation of the internal crisis may, 
furthermore, be seen from such signs as internal troubles, the 
providing with arms of the Rumanian peasants and the Iron 
Guard, the nervousness caused by the military evacuation of the 
frontier towns (Arad, Temesvar), different restrictions, such as 
these: at Szatmar it is not allowed to wear “provoking or 
characteristic costumes”; at Nagyvarad it is not allowed to listen 
to wriless news from abroad. Further signs are, for instance: 
bloody collision between Saxon peasants and the Rumanian troups, 
the suspension requsitioning among the German population and, 
finally, the arming of the Germans in Rumania.

he had to flee from the country and after his return he was put 
into an internmen camp; it was here that his appointment reached

nationalist-antisemite — and Iron Guardist — cabinet, which was

•point out that, before the formation

appointment, because he received
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AT LAST A  SERIOUS STEP 
TOWARDS FULFILMENT OF PROMISES

BY

IMRE PROKOPY

More than once mention has been made in these columns 
of the negotiations between the leaders of the Magyar minority 
in Yugoslavia and the Government respecting a fulfilment of 
legitimate minority demands and a redress of the numerous 
minority grievances. So far the only result of those negotiations 
has been a series of "encouraging" promises, which, however, 
have not been kept. The hackneyed excuse put forward by Serb 
politicians — as “A Nap” (May 11), a weekly organ of the 
Magyar minority now appearing in Zagreb, aptly says — was 
that one of the reasons why the unquestionably legitimate demands 
of the Magyar minority could not be met was that relations be
tween Yugoslavia and Hungary were not such as to justify a 
better treatment of the Magyars in Yugoslavia. It is only of late 
that, thanks to the cultural and economic rapprochement between 
the two countries, Serb politicians have given up this utterly 
untenable attitude, which is wholly at variance with the letter 
and the spirit of the minority treaties, and, departing from the 
policy of empty words, have entered on the only proper path, 
that of a fulfilment of some at least of their promises.

On 15th May, for instance, M. Bozo Maximovitch, Minister 
of Education, issued an Ordinance (No. 26.323) that would appear 
well-calculated to redress one of the most bitter grievances of the 
Magyar minority, provided it is carried out honestly and without 
reservations. This Ordinance, in the first place, aims at enforcing 
the provisions contained in Article 9 of the Yugoslav Minority 
Treaty and § 45 of the Yugoslav Elementary Education Act of 
5th December 1929, which stipulate that so-called minority 
sections must be established in the elementary schools of every 
town and village where there is an adequate number of minority 
(in this case Magyar) inhabitants and at least 30 minority child
ren of schooling age. By special ministerial permission this minority 
section may be opened if at least 25 minority children apply for
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registration. This elementary right of the minorities has been en
forced almost fully in the case of the Germans, who, especially 
since 1931, have induced the Government to establish so-called 
German ‘ ‘parallel" sections in over 100 places, chiefly in the 
Save and Drave Banates, where formerly there were no traces of 
German schools. The Magyar minority, on the other hand, could 
not persuade the Government to accede to a similar request, 
and there are still many Magyar villages in the Voivodina where 
there is no Magyar school, although, in terms of the law, Magyar 
"parallel" sections ought to have been established long since. This 
is particularly true of the Banate of Croatia and the Drave Banate, 
where over 80.000 Magyars have not one single elementary school 
section.

Another very important provision at long last ensures Magyar 
parents the elementary right of determining the nationality of their 
children themselves, and having done so, by virtue of their right 
to choose the school they wish them to attend, to enrol them 
without let or hindrance in the “parallel” Magyar elementary 
school sections. A literal translation of the provision runs as 
follows: — "Parents belonging to a national minority must state, 
either verbally or in writing, that they and their children are 
members of the said minority and that therefore they desire 
their children to be enrolled in the minority section.” In terms 
of the Ordinance, headteachers are obliged to accept these state
ments, and have no right to question them or — as was the 
custom hitherto — to decide in an arbitrary manner (by the 
sound of their names, by an investigation of their family trees 
to the third and fourth generation, or by other criteria that in
volve civil disabilities) the nationality of the children applying 
for registration. If this provison is seriously and scrupulously ob
served it will do away with the notorious practice of name-ana
lysis, which since 1919, i. e. for 21 years, has been ruthlessly 
employed, not only to denationalize Magyar children on their 
entering the schools, but also to reduce artificially the real number 
of Magyars at the time of the Census.

The Ordinance furthermore announces that children of 
schooling-age belonging to the majority nation may not attend 
any schools but those in which the language of the State is the 
language of tuition, and that minority children must either attend 
the sections of the minority to which they belong or schools in

37



AT LAST A SERIOUS STEP TOWARDS FULFILMENT OF PROMISES

which the medium of instruction is the official language of the 
State.

All this, by the way, is nothing new. It is simply a revival 
of the relevant provisions of the Elementary Educational Act. 
The only point of divergence from that Act is the provision which, 
contrary to the practice in vogue, allows pupils of Magyar 
nationality who by means of name-analysis have been relegated 
to — or rather forced to attend — non-Magyar schools, and 
who have passed one or more classes there, must now, if their 
parents so wish, be admitted to the Magyar sections.

These in brief are the main provisions of the new Ordinance. 
Their value depends on their being carried out honestly and to 
the letter. Events, however, already show that this is merely a 
pium desiderium, for — as one of the Magyar leaders, Dr. Leo 
Dedk, wrote in a Magyar newspaper on 19th June — reports from 
all parts of the Voivodina state that the subordinate educational 
authorities simply ignore the new provisions and continue to act 
as they have been acting for the past 21 years. Unless the Govern
ment takes immediate steps to stop the sabotage of those re
calcitrant educational authorities, this old grievance of he Magyars 
will continue to remain unredressed.

A case illustrating the truth of this assertion is reported 
from the town of Zenta, where the School Inspector's Office has 
already issued a notice to the effect that all pupils whose names 
end in "itch” or “vitch” or any other Serb suffix may not be 
admitted to the Magyar sections, even if their parents claim 
Magyar nationality and declare Hungarian to be their mother- 
tongue. ( “Zentai Hirado”, May 19.)

Another illuminating case was the appeal addressed to 
Magyar parents by Dr. Francis Takacs, Roman Catholic parish 
priest of Peterrev (Backopetrovoselo), in which he requested them 
to report their children of schooling-age to him, in order that 
steps might be taken to have the two Magyar schools re-opened. 
One of them had been closed for 8, the other for 12 years, on the 
pretext that there was a "dearth of teachers”. ( “Reggeli Ujsag”, 
June 14.)
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• COUNT CSAKY’S EXPOSE CONCERNING MUNICH
DISCUSSIONS

At a meeting of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
Hungarian Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament held on 16th 
July, Count Stephen Csaky delivered an expose in which be 
gave the Committee a detailed account of the events preceding 
the Munich visit of the Hungarian Premier, Count Paul Teleki 
and himself — events that reached back over several months. 
He also acquinted the Committee with the subject of the con
versations in Munich, and outlined the probable effects of those 
pourparlers on the international situation. The Minister for 
Foreign Affairs was particularly emphatic in his statement that 
it was absolutely imperative to maintain peace and quiet in South- 
Eastern Europe, the sine qua non of which, however, was that 
the foundations of an equitable and permanent peace must be 
laid. "Our friends" — said Count Csaky — “are in agreement 
with the Hungarian Government on those points. It cannot be 
questioned that we have now reached a height from whence we 
can see the dawn of a fairer future. The Hungarian Government 
hopes that no one will thoughtlessly prevant us from carrying 
out our peaceful intentions, but, should that happen, we are 
prepared to face all eventualities." The Foreign Minister also said 
he considered it impossible that others should not realize that 
important though it was for Hungary to have friendly relations 
with her neighbours, certain other States were prehaps in greater 
need thereof than we were. It was not our wish to inflict incurable 
wounds on any nation; on the contrary, by means of commonsense 
agreements, we desired to secure reliable friends instead of 
intriguing enemies.

Count Csaky then proceeded to give a detailed description 
of Hungary's present relations with Germany, Italy, Yugoslavia, 
Russia and Rumania. In conclusion he pointed out that the 
struggle had hitherto been severe and hard, even if it had been 
a silent one. He emphasized the point that the Government was 
fully aware that we had not won through yet. “ We must be 
prepared” — he said — “to face a series of hard struggles, but 
Hungary is determined to fight them in every field, and will do 
so in agreement with the Powers who have so often helped to 
further our just cause.” Here Count Csaky again expressed the 
Hungarian nation’s gratitude to the Axis Powers.
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HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT PRESENTS BILL RELATING 
TO SELF-GOVERNMENT OF SUB-CARPATHIA

On July 23rd the Hungarian Government submitted to 
Parliament a Bill relating to the Waywodeship and to the 
autonomy of Sub-Carpathia. In terms of this Bill, which is to 
be shortly discussed officially too, effect is to be given to the 
longcherished desire of the people of Sub-Carpathia which the 
Czecho-Slovak regime did indeed promise to fulfil but never 
granted in fact. The Bill in question, while ensuring the unity of 
the Hungarian State, is to establish a far-reaching autonomy in 
every respect conforming with the legitimate wishes of the loyal 
people of Sub-Carpathia — and above all of Rakoczi’ “gens 
fidelissima”, the Ruthenians. At the same time the Government 
submitted to Parliament another Bill qualifying as a crime liable 
to the severest punishment all ridicule of the non-Magyar 
nationalities and all and every offence to the sensibility of those 
nationalities.

THE RUMANIAN QUESTION IN THE INTERNATIONAL
PRESS

In this article we give a number of quotations and extracts 
from the presses of varions countries, in the light of which it will 
be possible to form a correct opinion of the Rumanian question. 
No comments have been added.

Belgrade, July 11. The "Slovenec” , the organ of M. Koroshetz, 
Minister for Education, which appears in Ljubljana, writes that 
the Pan-Rumania idea is not more than twenty years old. 
Objective research has proved that the Rumanians are not the 
direct descendents of the Romans, and that it was only in the 
thirteenth century, during their wanderings in the Balkans, that 
they crossed the line of the Carpathians. The links indispensable 
to political unity were lacking between Transylvania, Bessarabia, 
the Dobrudja, Bukovina, Moldavia and Wallachia, which were 
united by the Great Powers and in each of which the autochthonous 
populations were to the fore both from a cultural and nationality 
point of view. It was only in Old Rumania (the Regat) that the 
Rumanian elements were compact or had any sense of a national 
vocation. It was true that in Transylvania the Rumanians 
represented 60% of the population, but from a cultural point of 
view the Magyars and Germans were of greater importance. In 
the Dobrudja, which is practically unanimous in its desire to be 
reunited to Bulgaria, the population is quite as mixed as in 
Rumania. Today it is evident that Rumania will not be able to 
retain possession of the Dobrudja and of the Magyars of Transyl
vania for any length of time; the only question is when the change 
will take place. The only parts that can remain together are
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Moldavia and Wallachia, where an independent Rumanian 
political life has been in existence for 80 years.

Rome, July 11. Signor Ansaldo, editor- in-chief of “Telegrafo". 
writes as follows: For some time back the Hungarian Government 
has been expressing a desire to discuss the situation with the 
leading politicians of the Axis Powers, who have now decided 
to comply with that wish. The Hungarians are proud to be able 
to state that the Axis Powers are showing every consideration 
for Hungary's situation, and are studying it with the greatest 
goodwill. It is. certainly a very delicate situation. For twenty 
years Hungary has been waiting impatiently for a favourable 
political movement that would enable her to regain the territories 
wrested form her by Trianon. The one aim of all Hungarians has 
been to recover the essential party of the Realm of St. Stephen, 
which for every Hungarian has come to be the symbol of earthly 
happiness. It was this hope that sustained the middle-aged 
generations for twenty years, comforted the old people approching 
the grave, and gave to the lives of the youths growing up between 
the Danube and the Tisza. And now it seemed as though the 
long-awaited favourable moment had arrived. Germany and Italy 
had broken down the old frontiers one after the other and had 
turned over the ramshackle building of Versailles. May more, last 
November Russia reached the Carpathians and was now stretching 
out her hands towards Bessarabia. The Hungarians felt that when 
thrones were collapsing and Empires tottering it was the moment 
to take advantage of the situation, and impatiently urged their 
Government to have the courage to act. In particular Russia's 
occupation of Bessarabia made a deep impression and fanned the 
ardent spirit of the brave Hungarian soldiers. Today millions 
of people living between the Danube and the Carpathians are 
asking the question: what are we Hungarians waiting for? In 
this situation it was only natural that the Hungarian Government 
should seek an opportunity to meet the responsible political 
leaders of the Axis Powers. The leading politicians of those 
Powers thanked the Hungarian Government for the circumspection 
and calmness displayed during the past ten critical days. 
Naturally to these thanks was added the assurance — made 
particularly solemn by the presence of Herr Hitler, Fuehrer and 
Chancellor — that Germany and Italy sympathized with Hungary 
in her slims and greatly appreciated the fact that the country had 
made such great sacrifices in waiting at attention. The Hungary of 
ardent young patriots may safely trust Italy and Germany, who are 
now the arbiters of the Continent. In the new Europe which will 
be constructed by the Axis Powers Hungary will have a place 
worthy of her ancient traditions and cultural importance.

Rome, July 12. In the “Giomale d'ltalia'' Signor Virginio 
Gayda writes: — A fresh clarification of Hungary’s position and 
of the South-Eastern European question has ensued in Berlin and
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Munich. There is no question but that when a new European 
order is established on the principle of justice, Hungary will 
deserve special consideration. Nor can it be questioned that the 
treatment accorded to Hungary by the Axis Powers will be of a 
friendly nature. There is no doubt that when her problems and 
those of a new Europe are being solved with unbiassed justice, 
Hungary will be present and can count on the goodwill of those 
friendly nations whose task it will be to establish justice in 
Europe.

Rome, July 12. In an article entitled "Hungary and Europe” 
the "Tribuna” says: At the Munich meeting it became clear 1. that 
the Axis Powers are convinced that justice must be done to 
Hungary in the course of European readjustment, 2. that the 
rights of the Hungarian nation are of primary importance, 3. that 
Italy and Germany have not forgotten and will not forget the 
great mission devolving upon a strong Hungary in one of the 
most important parts of Europe.

Geneva, July 13. The "Journal de Geneve” has published a 
fairly long article from the pen of its editor-in-chief entitled 
"Waiting Hungary”. In the introductory passages the author 
establishes that the Hungarians, whose national ambitions are well 
known, have never acquisced in the loss of Transylvania. Later 
on, in connection with the Munich conversations he states that 
the representatives of the Axis Powers have recognized the 
legitimate character of Hungary's revisionist claims, the satis
faction of which will entail great changes in the Balkans. The 
justice of Hungary's demands has been recognized by those 
statesman who will be the future masters of the European 
Continent.

Milan, July 13. "Relazioni Internazionali” amongst other 
things declares that the problems of Central Europe and the 
Balkans were also discussed during the Munich pourparlers. In 
those spheres an important advance has been made, in the 
direction of justice, especially since the Vienna Award, but the 
steps that have been taken are not enough. Clarifying and decisive 
solutions are required. Hungary — says "Relazioni Internazio
nali'' has been a loyal friend to the Axis Powers. She has placed 
her trust in time. She has been ready to make sacrifices and has 
refrained from any step likely to endanger peace. Hungary has 
given proofs of her good faith by sincerely trying to approach 
her neighbours. It is not her fault that the latter did not meet her 
demands in a spirit of goodwill — as they ought to have done. 
On the other hand it cannot be questioned that in the near future 
that spirit of good will gain the upper hand, and that a new and 
equitable balance will be established in the Balkans.

New York, July 13. The Berlin and Rome correspondents 
of the “New York Times” lay stress on the point that the satis
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faction of Hungary’ legitimate demands was promised in Munich. 
The leading article, writing of the Munich meeting, emphatically 
declares that Hungary's claim to Transylvania ranks the same 
as Germany's to the Sudeten areas. Transylvania had formerly 
belonged to Hungary.

Berlin, July 13. Marshal Goring's organ, the "Essener Natio- 
nalzeitung", in an article entitled "The Reconstruction of Europe 
Bigans”, amongst other things says: It is in keeping with the 
traditional and well-tried trend of Hungary's policy that at a time 
when the foundations of a new Europe are beginning to be laid, 
her leading statesmen should first of all turn to her neighbour, 
the Great German nation, with a view to discussing with the 
Head of the Reich the vital questions concerning Hungary. 
Hungary is as fully aware as are all the States of South-Eastern 
Europe that the Axis Powers desire economic stability in that 
region as the sine qua non of prosperity there, and that our ende
avour is to establish friendly relations between all the South- 
Eastern countries a result that can be achieved only if the 
present differences are eliminated in a peaceful manner.

Berlin, July 12. In an article on "Relief in South-Eastern 
Europe" the “Berliner Borsenzeitung” inter alia says: The most 
important result of the Berlin and Munich conversations is the 
conviction that has gained ground throughout the whole of 
South-Eastern Europe that a readjustment is bound to come. It 
is naturally expected that in the course of this European read
justment much will be changed and improved in the Balkans. 
This conviction has brought in its wake relief, born of a recogni
tion of the fact that all those changes will take place in a peaceful 
manner. Everybody knows that certain territorial changes are 
inevitable. No one, of course, knows yet the extent of those 
future readjustments or what problems, hitherto often only 
theoretically discussed, are likely to emerge and be solved in the 
course of European reconstruction.

Stockholm, July 17. In one of its numbers the Copenhagen 
“Politiken" publishes a report from Rome which states that the 
reunion of Hungary and Transylvania, which has always been 
regarded with sympathy by Italy and Germany, has now become 
a certainty, a positive part of those countries’ peace aims.

The "Stockholms Tidningen” stresses the point that as a 
wheat-growing country Hungary will occupy a prominent position 
in the new economic system. Hungary therefore has every reason 
to hope that her future role in Europe will be a satisfactory one.
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HUNGARIAN PARLIAMENT DECIDES TO CREATE A 
FOUNDATION FOR THE PROTECTION OF FAMILY LIFE 

AND OF THE PEASANTRY
On 13th July the Hungarian Upper House unanimously passed 

a Bill providing for the creation of a foundation for the protection 
of family life and of the peasantry which was also unanimously 
passed by the Lower House. According to that Bill, 27% of the 
State dues and a surtax for the purpose are to provide the funds 
needed to assist large families, subsidize other families — chiefly 
those of the agricultural classes — whose subsistance is 
threatened, to further the institutional organization of child- 
welfare and to help those about to marry, or couples with large 
families, to create an independent economic existence for them
selves. At least 28,000.000 pengo must be paid into this foundation 
this year; in 1941 at least 41,000.000 and 46,000.000 in 1942. 
During the debate in the Upper House M. Francis Keresztes- 
Fischer, Minister of the Interior, said:

“The foundamental idea underlying the present social evolu
tion is that it is not private interests that are important; public 
interests are what is important, and private interests may not be 
allowed to assert themselves except insofar as they serve the 
public good. Every section of society must awaken to a realization 
of the fact that it is part of a community, and must use its forces 
in the service of that community. People must cease to look 
down on, or up to, their fellows. In every man we must discern 
a brother, a member of the national community just like himself, 
whose value must be judged solely according to his usefulnes to 
the community. The present Bill, which is based on this principle, 
has no intention, however, of doing away with the social 
hierarchy, for that would merely lead to social anarchy. The 
upper classes of society must recognize that is not enough to 
exercise charity, but that it is their duty to participate actively 
in the social work which aims at levelling the social differences 
that threaten to undermine the soundness of the community."
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APPLICATION FOR 52 NEW MAGYAR SCHOOL SECTIONS
The Magyar National Community recently applied to the 

Government for the opening of 52 new Magyar school sections. 
As a matter of fact, this is not really a case of opening new 
sections, but the re-opening of those Magyar elementary schools 
which were closed in the course of the last few years. The 
Ministry of Education has now ordered the re-opening of the 
Magyar section in 7 State elementary schools. An official pub
lication of the Ministry (Anuarul Invatamantului Primar) shows 
that out of the 427 Magyar schools and sections which were 
still working in 1933—34 only 112 were working in 1934—35, 
while in 1936—37 the total number of Magyar sections and 
classes was 44 in the State elementary schools. The same process 
in the country of Temes-Torontal reduced the number of Magyar 
schools and section from 42 in 1933 to 14 in 1934—35 and to 
10 in 1936—37. This shows that the Hungarian Party did not 
go too far in demanding the re-opening of 52 Magyar sections. 
(Nepujsag, May 30).

SAD RESULTS OF RUMANIAN LANGUAGE TESTS
The Rumanian Parliament recently discussed the Civil 

Service Bill. M. Ignac Bartha, a Magyar deputy, pointed out that 
the number of Magyar civil servants in Rumania is very small, 
because many of them have lost their positions in consequence 
of the Rumanian language tests. He hoped that the new Bill 
would offer a possibility to redress the grievances of those 
Magyar officials who had been dismissed as a result of the 
language tests.

TOROCKO AND NATIONAL COSTUMES
There is a little village in the county of Aranyos-Torda in 

Transylvania: Torocko. Its national costume style is admired 
all over the world, and its inhabitants belong to the Unitarian 
church. For some reason or other the Rumanian Government 
recently prohibited the wearing of their costumes, whereupon 
the representatives of the Magyar National Community appealed 
to the Minister of the Interior. It is believed that the Minister 
will revoke the prohibition and, in addition, will give permission, 
for the opening of an ethnographic museum in the village.
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HUNGARY

MEDIUM CROP IN WHAT, BARLEY and OATS, WEAK IN RYE

The Hungarian ministry of Agriculture report, published on 
July 20th contains the following forecast for this year's crop: 
The years of the wheat are generally large and satisfactory. The 
crop promises fairly good results at present, about 7.51 quintals
p. acre on the average, that is, a total of 22,771.000 q. of wheat
in the whole country. The reaping of the autumn barley has been 
completed almost everywhere; the crop seems to turn out rather 
weak: average of ab. 6.70 quintals p. acre, i, e. a total of
723.000 q. The reaping of spring barley has also begun in some 
places; here the crop promises to be fairly good: an average 
of ab. 8.12 quintals p. acre, i. e. an approximate total of 6,477.000
q. Oat is fairly good: an approximate average of 7.60 quintals p. 
acre, totalling ab. 4,238.000 q. Estimates concerning maize are 
rather promising.

Potato: estimates, compared to those given a fortnight ago, 
show an improvement, Sugarbeet has also improved and beetroot, 
too, is coming on. Gurkins promise a very good harvest and much 
the same may be said about green paprika. Onion is also develop
ing well and the same applies to cabbage. Beans, as well soy 
beans, are developing favourably. Green pea has yielded good 
harvest; seed peas are also very good. Poppy seeds and hemp 
are promising good harvest. The crop of hip is strong, and the 
early crop of millet is also promising; the same applies to 
buckwheat and sunflower. Broom corn is much better now, and 
the early crop of castor-oil seeds is also coming on fairly well. 
Tobacco is rather good, but clover will yield a rather weak 
harvest. Lucern is good as regards quantity, but the quality is 
less good. Panic grass, sweet pea and fodder maize all promise 
rather good harvest. Hay has been gathered in from the meadows; 
the quantity is good, but the quality is inferior in osme places. 
The aftermath is strong; pasture grass is also developing 
favourably.

Melon is rather good, but apricots are ruther middling. 
Other kinds of fruits, such as cherry, maple-cherry, apple, pear 
and plum are good in some places but rather middling in others. 
Vine-stock is developing well, but both it and the vine-leaves are 
lightly suffering from malady.
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RUMANIA

RUMANIA'S ECONOMIC LIFE TO BE REORGANIZED
In his first wirelles address as Premier of Rumania M. 

Gigurtu referred — among other things — to this Government's 
intentions concerning the complete economic reogranization of 
Rumania. In the first place, those branches of industry which 
do not serve the purpose originally set for them and those that 
have reached undue dimensions are to be put out of action. On 
the other hand, they wish to develop those industries whose 
prosperity is secured by the raw material supplies of the country. 
This applies, first of all, to the agricultural industry. But even 
here certain branches, such as the milling industry and the spirit 
trade, are overdeveloped. In these branches the Government will 
not encourage the establishment of new firms or the extension 
of work; some firms will even be closed down. In the mining 
industry the exploitation of products hitherto neglected is to 
encouraged. Thus, the mercury ore, which has reached a high 
value since the war, may be found in considerable quantities if 
exploited with sufficient care. The same may be said about 
aluminium and magnesite. The Minister of National Economics is 
preparing a special scheme for the realization of these plans.

YUGOSLAVIA

YUGOSLAVIA’S FOREIGN TRADE IN THE FIRST SIX 
MONTHS OF 1940: 457.4 MILLION DINARS ACTIVE 

BALANCE
The total valume of Yugoslavia's exports in the first six 

months of this year amounted to 1,871.560 tons, in the value of
3.848.5 million Dinars (last year's records: 1,663.876 tons, 2,413.8 
million Dinars). The increase since last year amounts to 207.684 
tons (12.48%) in quantity and 1,434.6 million Dinars in value 
(59.43%). Yugoslavia's imports during the same period amounted 
to 693.465 tons in the value of 3,089.1 million Dinars (last year: 
612.409 tons, 2,527.9 million Dinars). Here the increase amounts 
to 81.056 tons (13.24%) and 561.2 million Dinars (22.20%).

The total amount of exports and imports in the first half 
this year is 2,565.025 tons, as against 2,276.285 tons last year, 
so that Yugoslavia's foreign trade has increased by 288.740 tons 
(12.6%). The value of foreign trade this year amounted to
6.935.6 million Dinars, which is 1,988.5 million Dinars (40.2%) 
more than last year (1,988.5 millions). This year Yugoslavia's 
foreign trade balance is active by 767.4 millions, while last year 
it was passive by 114.1 million Dinars. The belligerents have — 
so far — confiscated more than 1000 wagonloads of goods in
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the various ports; these goods either formed the property of Yugo
slavia or they were just en route to Yugoslavia. The Yugoslav 
Government has taken steps to have these goods released as soon 
as possible. (Novisti, July 9.)

THE DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONS IN YUGOSLAVIA
In 1937 the Statistical Bureau of Yugoslavia published the 

first volume dealing with the census of 1931. This volume contains 
records concerning the number of population, houses and house
holds. The second volume, dealing with the religion of the 
population, followed 1938; the following year volume III. dealing 
with the education of the people appeared. A special volume 
discussing social conditions is now in preparation. No book 
dealing with the division of nationalities is to be published, and 
this is a most striking fact. The fourth volume which was recently 
published describes the division of occupations in Yugoslavia. The 
working (wage-earning) part of the population is 10.8% more 
now than in 1921 (6,683.000). On the other hand, that part of 
the population which is being maintained by the rest is now 
28.3% more than in ten years earlier (7,251.000). The proportions 
of the different occupations are as follows:

1921 1931 Difference
Agriculture, forestry and fishing 78.87% 76.58% — 2.29
Trade and manufacturing industry 9.91% 11.00% + 1.09
Commerce, credit and turn-over 4.35% 4.85% + 0.50
Civil service, free occ., army 3.80% 4.08% + 0.28
Others 3.01% 3.49.% + 0.48

In the various Banates the occupations are divided as
follows:

A g ricu ltu re
etc .

T , . C om m erce , In dustry  etc C ivil serv ., 
etc.

Belgrade district 3.53% 33.35% 21.13% 21.32 %
Drove Banate 60.28% 22.15% 6.82% 4.64%
Danube Banate 74.71% 13.47% 5.19% 3.99%
Save Banate 75.33% 12.08% 5.13% 3.72%
Vardar Banate 78.03% 9.41% 4.40% 4.38%
Zeta Banate 81.96% 5.63% 4.07% 4.74%
Drina Banate 82.31% 7.78% 3.97% 3.49%
Coastal Banate 83.53% 6.39% 4.09% 3.51%
Mour Banate 85.82% 7.22% 2.55% 2.72 %
Vrbas Banate 88.16% 5.19% 3.19% 2.01%

(Jug. Lloyd, June 29.)
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