
ELEMER SZUDY f

Elemer Szudy, who ever since this newspaper was 
inaugurated had fulfilled the duties of editor-in-chief with 
praiseworthy zeal, efficiency and a deep sense of 
responsibility, died on 10th April at the age of 60. We 
followed him on his last journey with a profound feeling of 
bereavement. His death is a loss to us and to our readers, 
for to the last days of his life his one ambition was to serve 
the sacred cause of revision through the medium of our 
jjpview and to supply the many foreigners who take a 
sympathetic interest in the Hungarian question with objective 
and reliable information. Elemer Szudy spent the best years 
of his life as the popular editor of an important newspaper 
in Arad, that town whose splendid past and culture were 
thoroughly Magyar, but which was severed from the body of 
the thousand-year-old Hungarian State by Trianon. Memories 
of Arad lived in his heart, his dreams, his desires. Those 
memories inspired his pen when he wrote his excellent books 
and articles. He could not forget them even when, as Count 
Stephen Bethlen’s intimate associate, he was head of the 
Press Department in the Prime Ministry. Those memories 
were what led him to join the Hungarian Frontier Readjust
ment League, of which he became advisting director. His 
memory will live in the columns of this paper, and the most 
fitting monument we can raise to it is to follow in our review 
the policy he has bequeathed to us both as a legacy and as 
our bounden duty.

Dr. Andrew Fall.

P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C
ECONOMIC PROGRAMME OF HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT 

IN SUB-CARPATHIA

Almost immediately after the reincorporation of Sub- 
Carpathia in the Kingdom of St. Stephen (the first King of 
Hungary), the Hungarian Government set to work to outline 
its programme for the economic and social rebuilding of this 
area. In summer, 1938, more than 7500 Sub-Carpathian workers
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found employment in the Great Hungarian Plain. These workers 
were then enabled to carry their earnings in kind back to their 
homes free of charge; the total quantity of their earnings amoun
ted to 24.000 quintals of corn, —  240 truck loads. In addition 
to agricultural labour, the Government also provided for em
ployment in road building and restoration work. The length of 
the newly built, modem roads is no less than 50 kilometres, 
another 11 km. have been newly paved, that involving a cost of 
4.5 million pengo. The village of Drugethaza district of Pere- 
cseny) has received a new wooden bridge 85 meters long; 
another bridge of 55 meters has been built in the village of 
Lozanka and one in Bustyahaza, over the river Talabor. Next 
to the latter bridge may be seen the old one, which collapsed 
before it was completed, that being evidently the “perfection” with 
which the Czech regime performed its work in this area. (It 
will probably be remembered that the Czechs "saved” costs 
allotted for public works in Sub-Carpathia).

The following records will show the work which the 
Government has so far done in the field of railroad building. A 
new railway line 13 km. long has been built between Tarackbz 
and Aknaszlatina. The number of workers employed here was 
2.600. Two new railway stations have also been built, and the 
earth excavated during the operations amounted to 3S0.000 
cubic meters. —  The Hungarian Post Office has also done very 
extensive work in Sub-Carpathia. Old and neglected post offices 
have been repaired, the head offices at Perecseny, Nagyberezna 
and Szolyva rebuilt, whilst a completely new and modern 
telegraph office has been built at Huszt. New telegraph and 
postal services have been organized in various parts of Sub- 
Carpathia. The villages of Horlyo and Soslak have received new 
post offices. The old post office staff has been retained, so that 
no complaint or grievance has been voiced by any of the 
employees; the years spent in the service of the Czech regime 
have been accepted in full, so that many of the retained officials 
are now in a more advantageous situation than some of the 
original employees of the Hungarian Post Office. The moderni
zation of the equipment of the post office of Ungvar is to cost 
the Hungarian Government half a million pengo; the work is now 
in progress.

In the Tarac valley the building of a new large water 
power station is now in progress; a dam is being built over a 
length of 13 km., at a cost of over 30 million pengo. Many 
hundred workers are already working in the Tarac valley, and 
probably 2500 workers will find permanent employment here for 
at least five years. After the completion of the dam in the Tarac 
valley the irrigation of nearly 250.000 yokes of land will be 
made possible, and the inhabitants of the Tecso district will find 
a permanent living here. Further operations for the building of
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smaller dams have also been started in the valley of the Talabor 
and at Nagysag. The building of the water power station between 
Neviczke and Ungvar, under the auspices of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, is nearing its completion. New military barracks are 
being built in various parts of Sub-Carpathia, at a cost of 5 
million pengo. In addition the cultural and social requirements 
of the population of Sub-Carpathia are being served by the 
building of new “health homes” , children’s homes and social 
homes. The most modern “ health home” has been built at Pere- 
cseny. Children's homes have been built at Nagyberezna, Ublya, 
Uccds, Ilosva, Szobranc, Perecseny-Potdsnya, Bercsenyifalva, and 
Antalocz.

The development of Sub-Carpathia's tourist traffic is an 
important problem, not only of the Hungarian Government, but 
of all tourist agancies and other factors in Hungary. The work 
done by the Hungarian Tourist Bureau would deserve a detailed 
description. The city of Budapest is having a sanatorium with a 
hundred beds built at Korosmezo, at a cost of 200.000 pengo. 
A  tourists' home, which also serves as a place of exhibition for 
works of peasant art, has been built at Voloc, at an approximate 
cost of 20.000 pengo.

Work in the forests —  the principal occupation of the Sub- 
Carpathian population —  is also in progress everywhere. In 
the economic year 1939, 300.000 cubic meters of wood were 
already produced in the area of the district Inspectorate of 
Forestry at Ungvar. In the same place a railway line through 
the forest 130 km., in length has been rebuilt and newly equipped. 
The saw-mills of Ungvar, Lyuta and Malomret, which the Czech 
regime had ordered to be closed, have been reopened by the 
Hungarian Government, while the saw-mill of Majdanka, which 
was destroyed by fire, has been rebuilt. In course of the affores
tation programme 3 million pine saplings have been planted and 
122 new nurseries established. In contrast to the ruthless policy 
of exploitation pursued by the Czechs, Hungarian forestry is 
based on a carefully outlined programme. In the Inspectorate of 
Ungvar, the workers wages for the forestry work mentioned 
above amounted to 1.7 million pengo. More than 70 staff and 
technical buildings have been repaired, at an approximate cost 
of 90.000 pengo. The power station and workshop of the forest 
railway of Perecseny has also been repaired. A  new forest 
railway line 12 km, long has been built in the Inspectorate of 
Dustyahaza; the amount of wood exploited here was 60.000 
cubic meters, which secured employment to 3.500 workers. The 
Inspectorate of Raho has rebuilt the dam of Balcatul, whereby 
it will be possible to provide for the storage of 1.800 cubic 
meters of water. If appears from a recent report of the Inspec
torate of Raho that the workers of the district are so abundantly 
supplied with employment that the Inspectorate is continually
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faced with the problem of labour shortage. Several mountain 
pastures in the district of Szobranc have been cleared; the num
ber of working days amounted to 8.700. Pasture land has been 
improved in the district of Ilosva, over an area of 1.800 yokes. 
The authorities of the district of Ung have spent 30.000 pengo 
on the improvement of pasture land; while the Inspectorate of 
Raho has allotted 100.000 pengo to the same purpose. The Hun
garian Government has given permission to the inhabitants of 
Sub-Carpathia to collect wood in the forests, while during the 
Czech regime they were not even allowed to set foot in these 
forests. Countless cases of brutality and bloody clashes between 
the population and the Czech gendarmes characterized the 
conditions of those days; Bolshevik propaganda, too, frequently 
took advantage of the motive of shortage of wood in Sub- 
Carpathia. The Hungarian Government has fixed certain days 
on which the population is allowed to collect wood in the 
forests. It is important to add that the Government has enjoined- 
private owners too to allow the population to collect wood in 
their forests. The Ministry of Agriculture has organized a branch 
office at Ungvar for the improvement of agriculture in Sub- 
Carpathia; the branch office has distributed 450 q of wheat and 
650 q of rye seeds among the farmers. Twenty winter courses 
have been organized for the improvement of agricultural educa
tion. Further financial assistance for the farmers has been pro
vided by the artificial manure campaign, in the course of which
10.000 pengo were distributed among the farmers requiring help 
The improvement of hortoculture has been served by the 
distribution of 1 million plants —  mainly cabbage, kohlrabi, 
tomato and paprika plants —  among the inhabitants. Fifteen 
model farms have been set up for the popularization of intensive 
farming. Small leaseholds have been organized everywehere. To 
develop cattle-breeding in Sub-Carpathia, the Hungarian Govern
ment has allotted a credit of 45.000 pengo free of interest and
60.000 pengo on the premium basis; primarily to facilitate the 
purchase of brood animals. The building of stables has been 
furthered by the allotment of 800.000 pengo. The Government 
urges the breeding of Swiss horses in Sub-Carpathia, those 
being best suited for that climate. So far 400 heifers have been 
distributed among the farmers. The inoculation of animals is 
offered free of charge in order to prevent disease. Several 
purchases have been effected by the mediation of Government. 
More than 800.000 head of horned cattle have been bought, the 
result being that prices have risen considerably. The slaughter
house in Ungvar has been developed into an export slaughter 
house. In order to encourage the breeding of pigs, the farmers 
have received 200 young sows at the extremely low price of 40 
pengo a piece, this sum to be paid in weekly instalments. Lambs 
and one-day chickens have also been distributed by Govern
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ment; thus they have distributed 2000 pigs, 1000 lambs, and
20.000 one-day chickens. The ,,Hangya”  (Ant) the largest 
cooperative society in Hungary, has established 50 new local 
branches in Sub-Carpathia. Government also provides for the 
poorer classes of the population and for the youth in school. 
Thus, Government has so far distributed 940 truckloads of 
maize among the poor in Sub-Carpathia. Among the 25.000 
school children of the 160 elementary schools in Sub-Carpathia 
the Hungarian Government in 1939 distributed 750 q of grapes, 
1000 kg. of apples, and 4000 pairs of shoes; the latter item 
involved an expenditure of 60.000 pengo by Government. The 
Government has also endowed a number of scholarships for 
university students coming from Sub-Carpathia. Several new 
schools have been built in Sub-Carpathia, and the Ruthene 
dramatic society has received permission to play in the theatres 
of Sub-Carpathia. Adult education is also making considerable 
headway.

A ll this shows that no part of Hungary has ever received 
so much attention and support as Sub-Carpathia, which so 
willingly returned to Hungary after her separation for twenty 
years as a consequence of the Treaty of Trianon.

THE OBJECT OF THE RUMANIAN GOVERNMENT'S 
SETTLEMENT POLICY

The new Settlement Bill introduced by the Rumanian 
Government is an organic part of the programme to serve which 
the Acts of 21st March 1927, regulating the purchase of land 
by the State, of 16th June 1939, reorganizing the "Casa Ruralia", 
and of 18th November 1939, dealing with the financing of the 
State's purchases by right of preemption, were passed. These 
Acts frankly aim at providing the State with a means of buying 
up the agricultural land owned by the minorities and settling 
landless Rumanians on it. For, in these laws we find special 
measures dealing with the buying and selling of real estate in 
the frontier zone —  the districts, that is to say, chiefly inhabited 
by minority citizens —  and the mixed language villages ( comu- 
nele eteroglote), and with the work of settlement to be carried 
out in those areas.

When the new Settlement Bill was read in Parliament, M. 
Sisesti Jonescu, Minister of Agriculture, spoke of the great 
progress made in the work of settlement begun by the State in 
1920. By now the Government had settled 36.501 families on 
356.768 hectares in the counties south of the Danube and along 
the western frontier. The new Settlement Bill would mean an 
extension of operations, which had previously been confined to 
establishing those settlers on their new farms. In future the 
Administration also desires to organize the economic, social and
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cultural affairs of the settlements thus created. Besides the 
usual allotments of 5— 10 hectares, the Bill proposes to create 
a new type of settlement farm of 50 and in some cases even 
100 hectares. The period of redemption is to be 20 years. By 
means of this new Bill the Government —  according to the 
Minister of Agriculture —  intend to settle a certain part of the 
surplus population, the strong not the weak elements, where the 
economic and national interests of the country make their pre
sence desirable. With the aid of these elements the Bill aims 
at establishing new settlements, new villages and new points of 
Rumanian economic and national resistance.

Extremely significant was the statement made by M. Vic
tor Jinga, Agricultural Secretary of State, during the debate on 
the Settlement Bill. Ke frankly avowed what the aims of that 
Bill were. The Government —  he said —  in wishing to consoli
date the frontiers by these means had the national interests of 
the country in view. Settlements had been created in about 
one-third of the country, the most important being those in the 
Dobrudja and along the western frontier. On the western fron
tier, which M. Jinga considered the most seriously threatened 
area, settlements had been established over some 400 kilometres, 
from Szatmarnemeti (Satu Mare) to the river Maros and from 
the Maros to the Danube.

When we see the plans for a vigorous settlement campaign 
on Rumania's western frontier, we are reminded of the wretch
ed lot and hopeless future of the autochthonous Magyar 
inhabitants —  in number 413.000, or 81% of the total popula
tion of those districts. At the same time, in our opinion at least, 
this steady work of Rumanian settlement is an admission that 
Rumania’s western frontier is ethnographic ally untenable. An 
Italian newspaper, the “ Chroniche della Guerra” , writing of the 
Rumanian “Carol Line" of fortifications, says that the section 
thereof lying between Hungary and Rumania is a confession that 
Rumania's western and northern frontiers are geographically 
untenable, and practically a recognition of the fact that Hun
gary's claims to the eastern part of the Great Lowland Plain 
are legitimate. According to the said Italian newspaper, while 
the line of fortifications built along the Bessarabian frontier is 
calculated to serve the cause of European peace, the fortifica
tions on the frontier between Rumania and Hungary have no 
connection from a European point of view with anything but a 
local conflict.

M. JULIUS MANIU DEPRIVED OF HIS SENATORSHIP 
BY COURT OF APPEAL

On 24th March the Supreme Court of Appeal pronounced 
judgement on Julius Maniu's action against the Committee of
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the Senate. Maniu —  as we have already reported —  brought 
an administrative action against the Senate, because though ex 
officio a Senator he was refused admission to the building unless 
he donned the uniform of the National Renaissance Front and 
took an oath to the King to defend the new Constitution and 
the territorial integrity of the country. The Supreme Court of 
Appeal sustained the Senate's obstruction of the suit and dis
missed M. Maniu's plea, so that for the present legislative year 
he has lost his Senatorship. ("Nepujsdg, March 24.)

RATIFICATION OF STATUTES OF HUNGARIAN 
CULTURAL COMMUNITY

What the 400.000 Magyars in the Voivodina have been 
unable to attain in the last twenty years has been easily achieved 
by the 70.000 Magyars living in the Banate of Croatia. The 
Hungarian Cultural Community in Croatia was founded on 
March 1st, and its Statutes approved by M. Shubashitch, the 
Ban of Croatia, as early as April 20th. In connection with this 
subject M. Koshutitch, Croatian Senator and Vice-President of 
the Croat Peasant Party, declared that every nation had a right 
to use its own culture and language.
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