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F
or a long time the Danubian Review has frequently 
called attention to the misconceived opinions on post
war international policy in the Danubian Area. It has 

tried to set out the just claims of the peoples living there, and 
has emphasised the enforcement of minority rights, the 
imperative need of treaty revision; in a word it urged the 
necessity of international collaboration in the settling of 
problems which caused unrest amongst peoples who otherwise 
would have lived peaceful and well ordered lives.

*

* *
Two outstanding principles formed the basis of the post

war settlements:

1. The right of Self-Determination of peoples, and 
2. The rule of International Justice through the League 

of Nations.

Unhappily these principles were ignored in Versailles and 
later National self-interest destroyed the power of the League 
to enforce these lofty principles. Little by little the idealism 
of the Covenant was destroyed and the world is now back 
to the Rule of Force rather than to the Rule of Law.

*
*  *

Although there is still raging a war between Great 
Powers, students of international affairs should try and 
discover a true basis for international collaboration in order 
to settle also the Danubian problems, without which there 
can never be a general enduring European peace. The right 
of a free or now enslaved people to determine its own destiny
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is inherent in human nature itself. Whenever the principle 
of Self Determination can be applied without causing much 
dislocation, it should be applied in the New Era which will 
emerge after the present war. A peace which leaves vast 
numbers of men and women with ties of race, language and 
nationality, separated by unreal boundaries from their fellow 
nationals, will be a constant menace to the European peace, 
consequently to the peace of the World. So long as the 
minority problem of the Danubian Valley is not settled on 
the principle of Justice, there will be discontent which will 
once again make that area the battle-ground for rival powers.

*
* *

Men and women of good will should create a world
wide movement in order to enable the future Peacemakers to 
revise the errors of the post-war Peace Treaties. The spirit 
of concession to just territorial claims must replace selfish 
national interests based on mere force. Once the
understanding and determination for peaceful revision is 
created, it will be easy to build up the necessary machinery 
for carrying the wishes of the peoples into effect: International 
co-operation in questions of fact-finding, services for 
plebiscites, experts in tribunals; all this will not be an 
insuperable difficulty. Only there must never be in the world 
order another rigid status-quo system such as prevented, for 
instance, the justified claims of Hungary from being 
redressed. How this great cultured nation of free men 
endured for twenty years the injustices of Trianon, passes 
my comprehension. That it did so is a tribute to its 
statesmanship, but there must never again be set up any 
international machinery which will repeat the errors of 
the past.

*
* *

Having mentioned the failure of the League of Nations 
to carry out the principles on which it was founded, it must 
not be thought that its ideas were altogether wrong. The 
American Constitution which was designed to safeguard 
individual rights and which established “Government of the
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people, by the people and for the people”  did lead, it is true, 
to the Civil .War; but the fault was not with the American 
Constitution, but with the Southern States, which kept to the 
letter but failed to carry out the spirit of that great document. 
The present war was brought about in a very similar way. 
In the new organisation for the maintenance of durable Peace 
in the World, these lessons of history should not be forgotten. 
Whether there will be a new League of Nations based on 
Collective security backed by force or whether the peace will 
be based only on moral grounds, I do not know, but there 
must be a determination to create a better spirit of inter-state 
collaboration in Europe and an attempt to bind the nations 
more closely together in the different regions of our continent. 
The scattered units of South Eastern Europe should draw 
nearer, collaborate in a neighbourly spirit, after which they 
could be united into a regional Federal Union, if the idea 
of federalism will form the foundation of the new international 
order. But whatever is the construction of the European 
States, one thing is certain —  closer cooperation between 
the Danubian States is essential. Each State should preserve its 
national characteristics, but some sort of a harmonious 
collaboration there must be, if there is to be prosperity and 
peace.

*

*  *

In our historic time, which is bound to create a better 
Europe, I strongly urge that men of good will and 
understanding should here and in other parts of the world 
think along the lines suggested, so that when this war is 
over, there will be ready for the new peace conference an 
acceptable Danubian scheme which will redress the wrongs 
of the past, and make for a better life in this essentially 
important part of our continent.
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