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Already during the Czecho-Slovak era the Land Reform 
was the Magyar minority’s greatest grievance. In 
Slovakia, especially in the districts with a purely 

Magyar population, the Czecho-Slovak Government made the 
Land Reform serve the purpose of depriving the Magyar 
minority of its most important means of sustenance, its arable 
land. Czech industrial policy had been responsible tpr the 
closing down of a whole series of factories. The result was 
that a large proportion of the industrial population was 
forced to turn to agriculture, and either move from the towns 
to the villages, or emigrate. The competition of the big 
industrial concerns ruined the craftsmen and artisans, and 
this class also sought refuge in agriculture. Shoemakers and 
tailors, for instance, went in for melon-growing. The more 
Czech industrial policy succeeded in ruining Slovak industry, 
the more important did agricultural production become as a 
means of subsistence for the Magyars of Czecho-Slovakia. 
Yes, but the Czech Land Reform had confiscated the Magyar 
estates. What were the Magyars to do in these desperate 
circumstances? They dragged out a meagre subsistence as 
best they could, but it was impossible to live like human 
beings in that situation. Masses of Magyars took refuge in 
emigration. We shall obtain some idea of how tragic the lot 
of the minorities was if we compare the emigration statistics 
for the Czech provinces with those for Slovakia. Any year 
will serve our purpose. We shall see that, while the number 
of emigrants from the Czech provinces showed a steady 
decline, the reverse was the case in Slovakia and Ruthenia. 
In 1929, for instance, the number of emigrants from the two 
latter provinces was seventeen times as large as that of the 
Czech emigrants, and these enormous masses of emigrants 
were recruited from the Magyar agricultural population that
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had been driven off the estates allotted to Czech settlers and 
Czecho-Slovak politicians.

In the first place, then, the Czech Land Reform affected 
the Magyars in a most disastrous manner. Of the Slovaks, 
the adherents of the Agrarian Party, the Social Democrats, 
and in general those who supported Prague's centralistic 
policy, reaped the benefits of the Land Reform. They received 
large so-called “residue” estates and investment loans, 90% 
of the latter being guaranteed to the banks by the State.

Now that the problem of a Land Reform is again in 
prospect in Slovakia, the question arises: what is likely to be 
the attitude adopted towards the Magyar minority?

At the meeting of the Slovak Parliament held on 22nd 
February, the most important items of the agenda were the 
Bills dealing with Land Reform and the organization of a 
Land Office. In the preambles to these Bills it was stated 
that the Slovak Government desired to strengthen small 
holdings and medium-sized estates. The Czech Land 
Reform, too, using the slogan of "agrarian democracy", 
proclaimed the principle of a reinforcement of small 
holdings and medium-sized estates, but in reality this was 
simply a most effective weapon of offence in the economic war 
on the nationalities. After the rapporteurs had laid their 
reports before Parliament, Minister Medricki outlined the 
Slovak Government’s attitude towards the question of a Land 
Reform. One of his most striking statements was: —  “ There 
is no surplus agricultural land in Slovakia” . This is indeed 
true, for all the large estates were parcelled out by the 
Czech Land Reform. The great question therefore is: how 
does the Slovak Government propose to acquire a suitable 
amount of arable land for the purposes of Land Reform? 
In the first place the Land Reform Bill provides a method 
of acquiring the necessary agricultural land by means of a 
readjustment of the estates owned by Jews and aliens. When 
a census of the estates owned by Jews was taken, 4307 
Jewish landowners were registered. The aggregate land in 
their possession is 44.371 hectares of arable and 57.039 
hectares of forest land — 101.403 hectares in all. The number 
of estates in the hands of aliens is 3593, — 61.877 hectares 
of arable and 179.721 hectares of forest land. In other words,
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in Slovakia 241.598 hectares are being cultivated by foreign 
owners. The Slovak Government has also carried out a 
resurvey of the estates allotted during the Czecho-Slovak 
era, and will take back 220.000 hectares of arable and
200.000 hectares of forest land —  420.000 hectares altogether. 
Including other property the Land Office will have about
800.000 hectares — 300.000 of arable and 500.000 of forest 
land —  under its control.

M. Medricki also spoke of the political aspect of the 
proposed Land Reform, which he described as important. He 
said that “ in terms of the Bill the Land. Office will be able 
to exercise control over the agricultural land and see that 
it is in the hands of reliable citizens of the Slovak State” . 
Here again the point is that the Land Reform will be carried 
for the openly avowed intention is to strengthen the Slovak 
section of the population.

As we have
seen, the Government’s intention is to requisition primarily 
estates belonging to aliens, in order to create a basis on which 
to effect the reform. It would therefore be important to know 
who are considered “aliens" in Slovakia. The Slovak 
Citizenship Act, which was described in our last issue, makes 
the category of Slovak citizens very limited. In terms thereof 
the only inhabitants of the country who have automatically 
become Slovak citizens are those who possessed rights of 
domicile in some town or village of the present Slovak State 
from 30th October 1918 to the date of Slovakia’s 
independence —  14th March 1939 — and had not forfeited 
those rights by 17th October 1939. Others regarded as Slovak 
citizens are those who before the Act came into force had 
been appointed civil servants of the Slovak Republic or 
employees of some public institution, State undertaking or 
foundation, and who had taken the official oath. Besides these 
categories, all persons who acquired rights of domicile after 
30th October 1918 in any town or village situated in the 
territory of the present Slovak Republic may apply for 
recognition of their status as citizens of the Republic as 
from 14th March 1939. Such persons will not be recognized 
as citizens of the Slovak State unless their petitions are filed
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with the proper authorities before 16th April 1940. The 
Minister of the Interior has discretionary powers to grant or 
refuse their applications.

Everybody else is considered an alien in Slovakia.
There are many Magyars living in Slovakia whose citizenship 
was not recognized by the Czecho-Slovak Administration. 
About 30.000 suffered because of this. Despite the fact that 
they were autochthonous inhabitants, they were not able to % 
acquire domiciliary rights in any village or town in Slovakia, 
because the Czech Administration had deprived them of their 
rights of citizenship and now,
who for twenty years suffered all the disadvantages of civil 
disability, are the owners of land, they are, in terms of the 
Land Reform Bill, liable to have their estates requisitioned 
or expropriated for the purposes of the Land Reform. And 
the Slovak Government will reap the fruits of the difficulties 
raised during the Czecho-Slovak era in the sphere of 
citizenship rights. The Czecho-Slovak Administration 
converted the land owned by Magyars into Slav settlements 
and "residue" estates. The estates and lands owned by 
the Slovak political leaders who have emigrated were 
confiscated recently. Yet M. Medricki continues to speak of 
a redress of the wrongs done to the Slovak people.

That it was the
Magyars who had to bear the brunt of the Czecho-Slovak 
Land Reform, and that redress is therefore due in the first 
place to them, is a point never referred to in the Slovak 
Parliament.
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