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RUMANIA
RUMANIAN STATE USES HUNGARIAN PROPERTY FOR 

TWENTY YEARS —  WITHOUT PAYING RENT
One of the leading institutions of the Magyar minority in 

Transylvania is the "Hungarian Cultural Association of Tran
sylvania" (abbr. EMKE). The “EMKE" was originally an 
extremely wealthy institution, established for the purpose of 
promoting Hungarian cultural interests in Transylvania; unfor
tunately, however, it lost a portion of its wealth partly by 
investment in war-loans and partly in consequence of the 
Rumanian financial conversion scheme; another partion, the 
real estate —  including the valuable model farm at Algyogy — 
was illegally confiscated by the Rumanian State. One of the 
assets of the “EMKE” is a site in the town of Balazsfalva 
(Blaj), representing a value of more than a million lei; there is 
also a building on the site. The building was requisitioned by 
the town in 1919; at first it was used as a town hospital, later 
it became a State hospital, but neither of the tenants has so far 
paid any rent to the “EMKE". The "EMKE” gave notice to the 
State hospital in 1938; this act was endorsed also by the Court. 
Before applying for a warrant of evacuation, the “EMKE” 
submitted a memorandum to the Ministry of Health pointing out 
that —  according to the evidence of the land register —  the 
hospital building was the legal property of the “EMKE”. The 
Ministry, however, did not even reply to this memorandum and 
has left the question of rent unsettled. Recently the affair 
took a new turn v/hen the town of Balazsfalva expropria
ted a strip of the site of the “EMKE" for the purposes of the 
town, without offering any indemnity. The “EMKE" thereupon 
appealed to the Court, with the result that the town of Balazs
falva was ordered either to return the strip of land to the 
“EMKE" or to pay an indemnity of 300.000 lei. The burgomaster, 
however, refused to obey the order. This is another of the 
cases illustrating the unequal struggle between minority institu
tions and the authorities. [Nepujsdg, January 7.).

ANOTHER ATTACK ON EXISTENCE OF MINORITIES
On December 2th, 1939 the Official Gazette published a 

decree concerning the cosmetic profession. The decree provides 
that all cosmeticians —  irrespectively of their certificates of 
qualification —  have to pass another qualifying test. All candi
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dates for this examination are expected to have a complete 
command of the Rumanian language both in reading and in 
writing. (Keleti Ujsag, December 22, 1939.).

PROTESTANT CLERGY AGAIN URGES STATE SUBSIDY
As the result of numerous discussions between the leaders 

of the Protestant minority churches and the Minister of Educa
tion, the Protestant clergy were assured that the Ministry would 
devote serious consideration to the question of clerical State 
subsidies and that the abnormally low amount of these subsidies 
would be considerably raised from January 1st, 1940. No active 
step has however so far been taken in this direction. (Deli Hirlap, 
January 6.).

LAND REFORM INFLICTS LOSS OF 350 MILLION LEI ON 
PROTESTANT CHURCH

The Protestant Diocese of Transylvania on November 25 
1939 submitted to the Assembly a report, which gives an account 
of the losses of the Protestant Church in respect of land which
—  although it had served ecclesiastical and scholastic purposes
— was expropriated under the Land Reform. Some of the 
parishes had —  even before the Reform —  possessed 22.571 
yokes of land less than allowed by the Reform. However, instead 
of receiving the area of land, still due to them, the parishes 
lost altogether 24.421 yokes; in return they received a low 
purchase price from the State, viz. 19.666.842 lei, a circumstance 
which, again, meant heavy losses to the Church, as the actual 
value of the land thus expropriated amounted to no less than 
368.846.778 lei. If, then, we deduct the sum paid by the State, 
it appears that the Protestant Church in Transylvania has suffered 
b loss of 349.179.936 lei. This material loss was aggravated by 
the fact that the expropriation of its properties makes it almost 
impossible for the Protestant Church to provide for its schools, 
since the grant given by the State is so low that it can hardly 
be called substantial relief. (Ellenzek, Nov. 23, 1939).

MAGYAR WIDOWS' PENSIONS REDUCED BY 50 PER CENT
One of the outstanding problems of the Magyar minority 

in Transylvania is the question of pensions. Hundreds of minority 
officials have been dismissed without previous notice on the 
pretext that they had not been included in the citizens' register 
and could, therefore, not be considered as Rumanian nationals 
Another, also very large, number of officials were dismissed in 
1934—35 because they could not pass their examinations in the 
Rumanian language. The number of these officials is well over
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2000, and they will not receive pensions before they are 57' 
years of age. The Pensions Office in Bucharest recently decided 
to reduce by 50% the pensions of those widows whose husbands 
retired during the Hungarian regime, though their deaths occurred 
during the present Rumanian regime, so that their (the widows) 
pensions had been fixed and paid by the Rumanian State. This 
decree is to have a retrogressive force. The widows concerned 
are almost exclusively Magyar or other minority pensioners, and 
this regulation not only involves a substantial material loss to 
them, but is also an act of glaring injustice, as it enforces only 
those provisions of the Hungarian pension scheme which are 
detrimental to the interests of the pensioners concerned. (Magyar 
Ujsag, January 7, 1940).

CURIOUS METHOD OF CONTROLLING ACTIVITY OF 
MINORITY THEATRES

The Rumanian superintendent of theatres has sent a list o f 
the names of the ten minority theatre managers holding licences 
from the Government to the municipal authorities in the 
Transylvanian towns, with instructions that the municipal depart
ments of public education must exercise control over the activity 
of minority theatrical companies. This control extends to the 
following matters: the authorities must censor the texts of all 
plays, each page of which must bear the official stamp of 
approval; they must see that royalties are paid, that no 
offensive expressions occur in the text, that members of the 
theatrical syndicate pay their membership fees, and so on. In 
conclusion, special stress is laid on the point that all military 
uniforms and peasant costumes used during the performances 
must be of the regulation pattern prescribed by the military and 
civil authorities in Kolozsv&r. It is obvious that this method of 
control will make it possible for the authorities to put a ban on 
the activity of the Magyar theatrical companies whenever they 
wish to do so. ("Nepujsag” , December 9.)

YUGOSLAVIA

WHAT ABOUT EQUALITY?
The newly appointed Municipal Council of Zenta, the 

population of which is 87 to 90 per cent. Magyar, held its 
constituent assembly on 23rd December, 1939. Including those 
of Jewish religion, this new Municipal Council consists of 21 
Hungarian and 24 Serb members. Another striking feature is that 
the leader of the Magyars, M. John Vamos, who was a very 
prominent member of the old Municipal Council, has not bee* 
given a seat on the new one. The appointment of the new
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Municipal Council of the 94 per cent Magyar town of Okanizsct 
(Pavlograd) has been made on practically the same lines. Of its 
35 members, 16 are Serbs and 19 Magyars, and besides this, the 
two most active representatives of the Magyars, Dr. Peter Batta, 
who from the outset had been a member of the Committee of the 
Hungarian Party and as such a man highly esteemed even in 
Serb circles, and Dr. Joseph Gajo, Banate Councillor, were not 
appointed. As all the municipal officials, with one or two 
exceptions, are Serbs, the majority of the members of the 
successive Municipal Councils have also always been Serbs.

NUMBER OF M AGYAR AND GERMAN STUDENTS AT 
YUGOSLAV UNIVERSITIES

According to the figures of the Government Statistical 
Bureau, the number of students attending the Yugoslav 
universities is 16.207. Of these 331 are Magyars and 382 Germans 
— in other words only half as many as the numerical strength 
of the two national minorities might lead as to expect. The 
explanation is simply that even now young minority people with 
university degrees do not receive posts in the public offices and 
are therefore obliged to seek employment in other non-official 
walks of life.
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