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The negotiations carried on in Venice between Count 
Stephen Csaky, Hungarian Foreign Minister, and Count Ciano, 
Italian Foreign Minister, naturally created a great stir and 
aroused very considerable interest in Yugoslavia too. The Yugo
slav Press dealt very exhaustively with the meeting, appreciating 
the same as an event involving further support to the States 
of South-Eastern Europe in their policy of neutrality and a 
further guarantee of their security.

To, illustrate the attitude towards the Venice meeting 
adopted by the Yugoslav press, we are quoting below a few 
passages or abstracts of articles appearing in certain Yugoslav 
papers: —

In its January 6th. issue the “ Vreme" of Belgrade took 
a one-sided view of the event and expressed the opinion that 
Hungarian policy would have to take into account present 
events and the effect of those events upon Hungary’s neighbours, 
particularly in order to further the adjustment of the relations 
between Hungary and Rumania. The “Politika”  succeeded much 
better in grasping the essence of the complex questions brought 
to the fore by the present international political situation, writing 
that both Italy and Hungary were endeavouring to solve those 
questions upon which the maintenance of peace in South-Eastern 
Europe depended. Hungary indeed still continued to insist upon 
the well-known demands formulated by her, but was for the 
present postponing the adjustment of this question till a later 
period, neither Italy nor Hungary wishing at the moment to 
broach any question calculated to aggravate a situation which 
was in any case sufficiently grave. Another question discussed 
at the meeting was the danger threatening the Carpathian Basin; 
in connection with this question the paper believed that South- 
Eastern Europe would very shortly become the scene of an 
intensive diplomatic activity. In its January 6th. issue the 
"Novosti” expressed the opinion that the meeting was of quite 
exceptional importance for two reasons —  because of the 
guarantee and active support to be given by Italy to Hungary 
in the event of an attack by Russia and because of its bearing 
upon the adjustment of the relations between Hungary and 
Rumania. In its January 8th. issue the “Novosti” (a Government 
organ) wrote as follows: —  "The friendly relations between 
Italy and Hungary are already of old standing and have stood
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the test of events; but” —  the paper adds as a kind of warning 
and by way of counterpoise —  "the relations between Yugo
slavia and Rumania are just as firm. . .  The neutrality under
taken by all the States of South-Eastern Europe alike has paved 
the way towards a gradual rapprochement between the Danubian 
and the Balkan States. The improvement of the relations between 
Yugoslavia and Hungary, for instance, is very manifest, that 
meaning a favourable balance for the past few months.” Great 
interest attaches also to the following moments established by 
the same paper: —  Recently the Croatians decided in every 
respect to actively support the policy of co-operation between 
Yugoslavia and Italy and between Yugoslavia and Hungary 
respectively. . .  All the Balkan States alike are affected by the 
danger threatening South-Eastern Europe, in their efforts to 
avert which danger they may reckon upon the support of Italy 
and Hungary. Dealing with the Venice conversations, the Croa
tian “Obzor’ ’ (January 6th.) spoke in remarkably calm terms of 
the Hungarian revisionist endeavours too. "Hungary” —  the 
paper said —  "does not intend to cease to stand for revision . . ., 
and, though in certain respects the Hungarian revision movement 
has been temporarily suspended, the Hungarian revisionist demands 
on Rumania cannot fail to continue to affect the development of 
the relations between the two countries.”

When we compare the opinions of the Yugoslav press 
referred to above and the statements made by that press with the 
attitude towards Hungary displayed by Yugoslavia in the heyday 
of the Little Entente, —  an attitude culminating in that country 
entirely ignoring the historical appeal addressed to it by the 
Hungarian Regent in a memorable speech made at Mohacs on 
August 29th., 1926, and in what was practically a war tension 
prevailing between the two States between 1934 and 1936, — , we 
cannot but echo the words of Jean Richepin, "Quel chemin par- 
couru!” The change in the trend of Yugoslavia's foreign policy was 
initiated by Milan Stoyadinovitch, who, taking into account the 
shiftings in the relative strength of the European Great Powers, 
for the purpose of increasing the security of his country, on 
January 24th., 1937, concluded the treaty of "eternal friendship” 
between Yugoslavia and Bulgaria, which was followed two 
months later by the Italian-Yugoslav Convention. And when, on 
March 12th., 1938, the mighty German Empire became Yugo
slavia's neighbour on the north-west in place of a feeble and 
helpless Austria, at a conference held at Saloniki on July 31st., 
1938, the Balkan Alliance on the initiative of Yugoslavia appro
ved of Bulgaria being accorded equality of rights in respect of 
armaments, while a month later the Little Entente Conference 
held at Bled declared —  again on the initiative of Yugoslavia 
—  that it had no objection to the same rights being accorded 
to Hungary. After the fall of Stoyadinovitch a year ago M. Tset-
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kovitch, the new Yugoslav Premier, and his Foreign Minister, 
M. Tsintsar-Markovitch. continued the foreign policy so wisely 
adjusted by M. Stoyadinovitch to meet the radically changed 
conditions which was reflected, among other things, also in the 
action taken by Yugoslavia in the summer of 1939 to intervene 
between Hungary and Rumania and to contribute thereby 
effectually to stabilise peace in the Danube Basin.

It is a great pleasure to be able to establish that the Yugo
slav Press, as well as the Yugoslav Government, has fully 
appreciated the need for understanding between the two nations 
and has realised that in the grave international political situa
tion at present prevailing —  placed as she is at the point of 
coriflict of the clashing interests and rivalries of the Great 
Powers —  Yugoslavia is just as dependent upon the support of 
Hungary as the latter country is upon the support of Yugo
slavia. This realisation by the two nations of their interdepen
dence is one of the most important factors for the security of 
peace in the Balkans.
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